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At the Anxiybbsajiy Mesting of the Society^ held at 
Freemasons' Hall^ Great Queen Street^ on Monday the 2d of 
June, 182i3,* 

H, R. H. the DUKE op GLOUCESTER, Patron, 

in the Chair, 

The following RESOLUTIONS were unanimously agreed 
to:— 

It was moved by the Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Cbbster, 
and seconded by Lord Calthorpb — 

1. — ^That the substance of the Report which has been now 
read, with such additions thereto as may be considered advis- 
able, be printed and circulated, under the direction of the Com- 
mittee. 

It was moved by Earl Grosvenor, and seconded by Sir 
James Mackintosh, M. P. — 

2. — ^That this Meeting derives sincere gratification from the 
increasing prosperity and usefiidness of this Institution, from the 
public interest which continues to prevail for the improvement 
of Prison Discipline, and from the measures now in progress for 
the erection of new and the amendment of old Prisons. That, 
notwithstanding, however, the visible progress of amelioration, 
it is yet painful to reflect that a considerable number of prisons, 
especially those under local jurisdiction, are devoid of classifi- 
cation and employment, aud of that discipline which can alone 
correct and reclaim the offender, — in some cases CQufounding in 
one comxnon association the several distinctions of character 
and crime, — and are otherwise in such a state as to call imperi- 
ously for the interference of the Legislature. That it is, there- 
fore, with anxious solicitude this Meeting looks forward to the 
completion of those measures which are now before Parliament 
for the consolidation and amendment of prison laws 5 — convinced 
that legislative enactments, founded on wise principles, are 
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indispensable^ before the prisons of this Kingdom can be regu- 
lated by a system that will at once deter the criminal^ yet 
promote his reformation^ and add to the public wel&re and 
security by the prevention of crime. 

It was moved by William Wilbebforcb^ Esq. M.P. and 
seconded by Sir Thomas Dtke Acland^ Bart. M.P. — 

3. — ^That the respectful thanks of this Meeting be presented 
to the magistracy throughout the kingdom^ to whom the 
Improvement of Prison Discipline has been so essentially in- 
debted^ for the cordial co-operation which they have evinced in 
promoting the designs of this Institution. 

It was moved by the Right Hon. J. M. Babrt^ M.P. and 
seconded by W. Casus Wilson, Esq. M.P. — 

4. — That the situation of a criminal youth disposed to abandon 
his vicious courses, but discharged firom prison without money^ 
character, or friends, is one which has strong claims as well on 
the interests as on the compassion of the public. That the 
numerous boys thus circumstanced, who, on their liberation from 
the gaols of the Metropolis, have received relief from the Prison 
Discipline Society, and the success of its endeavours to reform, 
entitle the Institution to the warm support of the enlightened 
and benevolent : and that it is, therefore, with deep regret this 
Meeting learns that the Committee have, during the past year, 
been compelled to deny assistance to many whom timely relief 
might have rescued from guilt and misery. 

It was moved by the Right Hon. Sir Geoboe Rose, Bart. M.P. 
and seconded by the Rev. Thomas Llotd, of Hertford — 

5. — ^That the grateful thanks of this Meeting be presented 
to His Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester, for the benefit 
which the Institution has derived from his illustrious patronage^ 
the obliging readiness with which he has participated in the 
labours of the Committee, and for the urbanity with which he 
has presided on the present occasion. 



REPORT, 



It is now just fifty years since the immortal Howard 
commenced that illustrious career, which has, conferred 
ofi his country such important blessings, and justly 
ranked him among the greatest benefactors of mankind* . 
lliose who are unacquainted with the writings of this 
extraordinary man, can form but an imperfect concep- . 
tion of the state of the prisons of thia country at thut 
period. Dungeons, dark, filthy, damp, an4 unventilate^t?— ; 
chains and fetters of oppressive weight— r food, xmr 
wholesome and insufficient — were the prominent chaiac*- . 
teristics of prison treatment. Of the loathsome staJbo i 
of many pli^ces of confinement,, an idea maybe formed^ 
when Howard states tiiat but few gaolers would incur 
the risk of infection by accompanying, him into; the 
cells ; that, on his first journey, the leaves of his memo* 
randum book were so tainted, as to be unfit for use ; 
that tiie vinegar which he carried with him, as a pre- 
servative against infection, soon lost its properties; 
and that, during these vifiits, his clothes became so 
ofiSmsive as to prevent him from travelling in a close 

carriage. 

Although, at this period, the infliction of cruelty 
derived no sanction from the laws^— although torture^ 
in any shape, fmnied no part oC a criminaVs sentenci^r" 

b 
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yet, in point of fact, imprisonment in the greater part 
of the gaols of Great Britain carried with it sufferings 
which amounted ^tortore, and at the bare contempla- 
tion of which huinanity shudders. A fatal disorder, 
known by the name of the Gaol Distemper, had at 
different periods of our history made frequent and 
dreadful ravages. About the middle of the sixteenth 
century, an assize was held at Oxford, which was 
afterwards denominated, from its consequences, '^ The 
Blaek Assise ;" when, &e disease being introduced 
into . court, all wha were present, consisting of the 
jndgit; Ae sheiiff> and about 900 persona, dic)4 within 
forty hours ; and Lord Bacon, in allusion to this event, 
observes, .^^ that the most pernicious infection, next to 
tb0 plague, is fte smell of a gaol» where the prisoners 
have be60> loHg and closely kept; whereof we have 
bad, in am time^>experieh<^e twice or thrice, when both 
the Judge that sal upon tiie bench^ and a number who 
attanded theibuskiess^ or were preisenty sickened upon 
it lead died.? <Frequ^it occmrences of a like awful 
nahne aiighlt be lelated ;, end even: so lately as in the 
middle ef the last oentary the gaol fever was introduced 
ifitb the court ^at ik^ Old Baileyiwhed flie Judges pre- 
siding, and a considerable Munbet piiBsesit, fell victims 

to this dreMful malady. s 

A<)customed ae we lare^in the present day, on the 
discovery ^>Qf a gfeatipubUe:;!evSif to ascertain its 
causes, and apply a lieinedyv it cannot faO to appear 
extraordinary diat feelings of bumanity and regard for 
the safe administration of justice, should not, before thie 
days of ttowaivd, have led to the improvement of our 
prisons: btit it seems that flie legislature was content 
wltti^vldiilg/^upob emergent occasions, ^^ safe places 
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f6r the rebioval of the sick/'* No attempt was made 
to prevent the recurrence of the gaol distemper, imtil» 
in conformity with Howard's recommendation, a 
law was enacted, the effect of which has been to insure, 
cleanliness and ventilation, and which has happily 
been instnunental in preventing the retom of tiie cala- 
mity. 

But although Howard accomplished mnob — and 
great was the antiy of human xtiisery which he did 
remove-^he was obliged to bequeath to the succeeding 
generation the remedy of evils, which, if not tending 
to the immediate destruction of life, could not fail 
remotely to affect it, and to be productive of aggra- 
vated crime dnd lasting misery. The Committee advert: 
to the getberal imperfection of our gaols, and especially 
to the moral consequences of imprisonment Of tbesfe^ 
Howard was fully sensible* He • isays, ' that *' if it 
w^t-e the aim^ tod wish of Magistrates' to effort the 
destruction, present andrfuture, of yotmg delinqoenls^ 
they ccSuId not detise si'mor^ eSi^inial metiiod thate 
to confine them so long in our piteondH^^-those^ ^eatfil 
and s^ninaries of idl^aess and vicd/'*^ But tbes^ 
representiations appear to have produced but littfe 



MM«MMlM*i 



^ I9th Charles II. c* IV. s. 2.r— And whereas someliineB by occasons of the 
plague, and otherwlules by the great number of prisoners, ^reat and infectioas 
diseases have hapj^eatd among the prisoners, whereby it hath come to pasii^ 
sometimes, that the judges, justiees, and jororsy hATe, upion occasion of theS^ 
attendance at the trial df prisoners been inSected, and many of them died 
thereof, and sometimes such infection hath spread into the country : for some 
remedy therein, be It by the same authority enacted, that any sheriff of th6 
respectiTe counties, having the custody of the gaol, or such persons-who have 
the custody of the gaol,with the adiace and consent of three or more justices of 
the peace, wliereof oite to be of Khe quotum, may, If they shall upon inquity^ or 
information, find it needful,' upon emergent occasions, in the respective coaii« 
ties, provide other safe places for the removal of sick, or other persona, firoa 
"and out of the ordinary and usual gaols. 

b 2 



16 

effect; for^ at a period of twenty years subsequent 
to the death of Howard, when Mr. Nikld (a man 
worthy to tread in the footsteps of the great Philan* 
thropist) personally inspected the prisons throughout 
the kingdom, it was his painful task to record many of 
the most prominent defects which his eminent prede- 
cessor had so faithfully exposed ; — and the Committee 
aire compelled to add that there yet exist prisons in 
nearly the same condition as that in which Howard 
left them — ^monuments of the justice of his statements, 
and of the indifference with which his recommenda- 
tions have been regarded. 

• It has been reserved for that spirit of investigation 
stnd of active kindness which distinguishes the pre- 
sent age, to enter fully into the general condition, and 
especially the moral treatment, of the criminal. The 
evils of a defective mode of prison discipline have 
been thoroughly investigated and made known. In the 
person of the prisoner the claims of justice and huma- 
nity are recognized. The folly and the vrickedness of 
fliat neglect of system has been exposed which con- 
founds all distinctions of character — ^which corrupts 
the innocent — still further vitiates the criminal, and 
hardens the more guilty — which impairs the health 
while it debases the mind — and which restores to 
society an offender to. prey upon its property, pollute 
its morals, and disturb its peace. 

Of the progress of information and of public feeling, 
within these few years, on the subject of prison disci- 
pline, the former Reports of this Society bear ample tes- 
timony. Parliamentary interference, the exertions of 
die magistracy, and diligence of inquiry, have com- 
bined to bring the subject prominently before the 
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public mind. The principles on which punishments 
are enforced have ondei^one the deliberate investiga* 
tion of the Legislature. It is the general feelii^c that the 
nnconvicted should he treated with as much lenity as 
is compatible with the safe custody of his person, and 
the good order of the prison ; whilst upon those on 
whom the law inflicts punishment, a salutary system 
of discipline ought to be enforced; that in the treatment 
of the convicted, no severity should be allowed that is 
not warranted by the laws, nor consistent with justice; 
that the prevention of crime is the ultimate object of 
imprisonment, and that to attain this end, it is neces^ 
sary to insure the reformation, as well as the pumshment 
of the prisoner* Uniform severky, it is generally ad- 
mitted, hardens the offender, and prepares him for the 
perpetration of further crimes* It is necessary not 
only to inspire terror, but to kindle hope — to impress 
upon the mind not only a sense of guilt, but the love of 
virtue ; and to implant those principles, and cherish 
those feelings, which religion only can impart. 

It has been feared by some that the measures calcu* 
lated to insure the reformation of the guilty, tend neces-^ 
sarily to deprive punishment of its just terrors ; and that 
the benefit which imprisonment may confer on the 
moral condition of those who are the subjects of it, will 
consequently prove a dangerous incitement to the com- 
mission of crime. But neither reason nor experience 
confirm this apprehension; for the reformatory mea-^ 
sures adopted co-operate with, rather than weaken the 
effect of, severity of discipline; and whatever ultimate 
moral advantage the prisoner may derive from confine- 
ment, if punishment accompanies, and in some mea<» 



WM c<G^¥«yft :;tb^ benefttj the ; criialiial at ^large vail 
ocpiMlMtiiiABC^i foK.thaattfiiiuiieiit €»f it^ yohmtarily 
tOi^aiMmftMi fais.liAlNlta,.0iid abandon. Jiia propensities* 
Jiavdlabottf » spaare dMt» and seduaiaikfroia vicious asso^ 
iHAtipii#<iaf€^ not only ooineistiTe,. but exemplary punish-^ 
m^i^.. Hhe.iQonmituiiQatioii of religions instractic»i, 
urbito it militates against nOijast punishment^ induces 
llli)>its iQf iresitfaiAt wd order; and it. may safely be 
affivm^d tbatif the ciriniiiial. At^ large be. prepared to 
pis^e . the sficrifice^ and su^bmit to the pri vationa. of 
tmp^sottmenty in order .to become, mi honesii man, lie 
mU ieel it to be far easier to attain the end by other 
flieana.mpre cieditikhleHand less; obnoxious. 
. .>3uph ^^tin^^ts yery .graecattyf.giiide. Oe opknom> 
and aioinata.the^fortfli^ioC.tbe firiends to the unj[>9ever 
mmt^t prisons^ During. tbe^past year ithese exertions 
baFe. been steadily maintained; 3nd these can be no 
questiOEk'butiihaLt the number of impravements in va* 
nous gaols would hare been censideraUy greater^ but 
for the general deske "which has pcofailed to await the 
j^assing Af the Act for tfaer consolidation and amendment 
(Mf.Fxiaon I^awa. . ThOvdommittee have, in their pre-^ 
iieding^R^portSy adyerted/ta liiisBill> the importance 
of which may AOt appear obvious ta^those who are un* 
aeqiMinted .wifli the: actual condition^ at the present 
time, of many of our gaids* . To afford this information^ 
the CoB^nittee submit a turiefacooimt of a few prisons^— r 
and there are many equally defective^-^which strikingly 
evince flie necessity that has existed for parliamentary 
inteiference and regulation. 

In eme place of confinement — the only house of cor- 
rection for a populous county — it is Ae constant prac* 
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ISiti to b(m&ie fiTirprifloneti at night m m celli origfaiaBir 
iN)(fiitra6ted for :the'T^C6pticni' of 'one bed'ioiilyiv^tfMr 
diliilxti^Oiiif of tbis ceH »are otalysrreir feet wkl^bgr^tiii 
tnten^; aiid tfaelmglLt^iiichBdiiigtheaTd^ 
tAm to teo^foet : two btaraok-bedsleads. mn plaoM^^I 
flie* floor, andvfflliiBlf 19 flidM tpfiAi^ tUreeirallM^ ttil 
cells> wiibf'a ladder in 'tttf otetre by which tfafeoffrt^ 
TOUettrmoimtcto geC^atfliQircoiifiiiedbeds^! .Itriereyelt- 
iitgr^toA^ieelmgaL tofimngioe fivenieACanA'kiilibe'teet 
yecb^ eveii seveii were ttos confined) o430iipying;,;lrigbt 
aftetittgfatS it spdce originally coilstntoted for One^lnaQ; 
and tlias praoiiGe has bem contmned^ fion(i^year''to 
year, without any attempt to enlarge: Ae pfiaoki^ovrto 
Or eet>a newone^ At the period of alateyirilv the nBBd>er 
ofprisoner^eseeeded two'hnndred. r Several of ft eotfl» 
lEdbtibed as'Bitok warda; 'tfaerebeingv stttitige to ^ay>' a# 
hiftnaary in Hani prison; After fh|s' description, it is 
almost needless' to add tiiat the • classificitficm doring^ 
the day is most defective. In the mlsdemeiuMmts' ward, 
which contained forty-4nx prisoners,. were lately tiuree 
insane men : one of tiiem had' been in the prison from 
the time of its completion;' a period of sfecteenyears-l 
The other lunatic had been confined in 4ns oflSioted 
state for eight, and the third for three years.* ' 

At a connty-gaol, which has>rec€Mly come mtdm^ tfie 
attention of the Committee, the prisoners committed foir 
the assizes-^that is, those charged with felonies — 'are^ 



* It is mach to be regretted that in the new Prison Act ther<s is no claose 
requiring the removal of insane prisoners to a lunatic asylum, or thdr sepa- 
rate confinement until they are removed thither, by virtue of a warrant 
signed by one of His Majesty's Principal Secretaries Of State, agreeaUyti^ 
tiM Statute of 56 Geo. IIL cap. 117. 
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QA llieir ' lifst receptMm, dooUe-mmed ; aod, thvci 
Mteredv lure at night chained down in bed; .thexhaki 
being* fixed to the floor of >the cell >and fastened to the 
leg-fetters of the prisoners. This chain is of sufficient 
loDgtfa' to* enable the prisoner to raise himself in bed ; 
kis cdl is tiienrlbcked^ and 'he contmnes thus chained 
do^imfioin seven o'clock in the orening nntU six>th» 
next morrang. As fliere are in this cosnty but two 
gaol-4eliyeries in the year^ a prisoner may conftinne to 
b^'thns treated for six or eight months^ and be then 
acquitted as innocent on his trial : the double-iroiis 
dins used • on the untried jnisoner ^vary in weight from 
tdtf to fourteen pounds. 

In another county-gaol to which the Conmiittee could 
rcjfer, the classification consists of two departments 
only; Someof the prisoners are under senti^ce of death; 
oifliers are untried; several are detained for various 
terms of imprisonment; from' three to five years ; — 
these/ together with ail? juvenile offenders^ are con- 
founded tog^ber, uninspected and almost tmcmitrolled^ 
in utter idleness, and of course corrupting one another. 
In one comer of a day-room, which was crowded with 
prisoners,.on a recent visit, was noticed one of four luna- 
tics who are confined in thisj^riscm: another was the ob- 
jeictdf sport to his companions. These wretched persons 
hsidfbeto committed asdangerous to beat large. The evils 
resulting firom this neglected state of prison discipline, 
are returning in the part of the country in which this pri- 
son is situated, in an increasing ratio of re-commitments, 
especially among juvenile offenders. Several striking 
instances are on record of boys and of young girls, 
who had passed but a few months in this prison, for 
light offences, and who have subsequently returned 



21 

iBto confinement for serious crimes. In this prisons- 
persons committed for trial are fettered with hrfms^ tiie 
weight of which is from seven to nine pounds. 

The preamble of the new Prison Act declares that it is 
expedient that such measures shoald be adopted, and 
such arrangements made in prison discipline^ as shall 
not only provide for the safe custody, but shall also tend 
more effectually to preserve the health and improve 
the morals of the prisoners^ and shall insure the proper 
measure of punishment to convicted offenders: and that 
due classification, inspection, regular labour and en^ 
ployment, and religious and moral instruction, are 
essential to the discipline of a prison, and the refor- 
mution of offenders. 

It is not necessary that the Committee should give, 
on the present occasion^ the substance of the various 
clauses of this Act. It will, however, be interesting 
to' the reader to learn that the followii^^ are among 
ottier important regulations which it contains : — 

Due provision is to be made in every prison for the 
enforcement of hard labour in the cases of such pri- 
soners as may be sentenced thereto, and for the employ- 
ment of other prisoners. 

The male and female prisoners will be confined in 
separate buildings, or parts of the prison, so as to pre^ 
vent them from seeing, conversing, or holding any in- 
tercourse with each other; and the prisoners of eaeh 
sex are to be divided into distinct classes ; care being 
teikefa that the prisoners of the following classes do not 
intermix with eaeh other: — 

In Craols ;— lst> debtors, and persons confined for 
contempt of court cm civil process ; 2d, prisoners con- 
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victed ofifelony; dd, prisoners convicted Of misde^ 
meanors; 4th^ prisoners committed on charge or sus* 
picion of felony ; Sth^ prisoners committed on charge 
or sospicion of misdemeanors, or for want of sure- 
ties. 

. la Houses of Coirection ; — ^lst» prisoners conyicted 
of felony ; ; 2d, prisoners conyicted of misdemeanors ; 
8d, prisoners committed on charge^ or suspicion of 
fidony;:4th, prisoners committed on chaise or sus- 
picion of misdemeanors ; 5th, vagrants : such further 
classification is also to be adopted as the justtoes 
shall deem conducive to good order and discipline. ; ! 

Female pris(mers are in all cases to be attended by 
female officers. 

A matron is to be appointed in every prison ii^ whioh 
female prisoners shall be confimed, who shall jreside in 
the prison^ and whose duty it shall be constantly io 
superintend the female prisoners. 

Prayers are to be read at least every morning ; and 
also portions of the scripture to the prisoners, when 
assembled for instruction. 

Provision is to be made for the instruction of pri* 
soners of both sexes in reading and writing. 

No prisoner is to be put in irons by the keeper of 
any prison, except in case of urgent and absolute 
necessity. 

Every prisoner is to be provided with suitable bed- 
ding, and every male prisoner with, a distinct bed^ 
hammock or cot, in a separate cell, if possible. 

In altering/ repairing, or rebuilding any gaol or house 
of correction under this Act, such plans shall be 
adopted as shall afford the most effectual means for the 
security^ classification, health, inspection, employ- 
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ment^ and religious and moral instmcticm of the pri- 
soners. * 

It is necessary to remark that the operation of the new 
prison law is confined to a few city and borough prisons 
tlnly, in addition to county-gaols.f It was deemed ad- 
visable^ in order to insure the execution of the Act^ to 
render it obligatory in those instances only which admit 
of the possibility of introducing such classification and 
such arrangements for labour as the law prescribes. 
The consequence of this limitation is to exclude from 
flie operation of the Act a considerable number of 
small prisons under local jurisdiction^ which impera- 
tively require the interference of the Legislature. It 
appears by ai Statement which the Committee have pre- 
pared^ (a copy of which is inserted in the Appendix,) 
tibat Ihere are in England one hundred and seventy 
boroughs, cities, towns, and liberties, which possess 
the right of trying criminals for various offences. To 
these places are attached one hundred and sixty 
prisons, of various descriptions, in which upwards 
of sixteen thousand persons have been confined in 
one year; and to such prisons, with the exception 



* As l)ie Prison Act of the 4th Geo, IV. will render it necessary in most gaols, 
to re-model the regulations which hare-been hitherto adopted fbrtheir manage- 
ment, the Committee, trith a view to asast the n^sgpstracy oi^ this occasdon, have 
published a code of *' Roles for the Goyemmei(t of Gaols and Houses of Cor- 
rection/' founded on the new law; with an appendix, containing the various 
•clauses methodically arranged ; together with other information, calculated 
to fadlitate its execution. 

f The places to which this Act extends, in addition to the oonnlies at large, 
terk the cities of London and Westminster, Bristol, Canterbury, Chester, 
Coventry, Exeter, doucester, Kings^on^Bpon-HnH, Leicester, Lichfield, I^- 
cohd, Liverpool, NewcasUe-upon-Tyne, Norwich, Nottingham, PorUmouth, 
Worcester, and york. 
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before stated, the beneficial provisions of the new Act 
do not extend. It is painful to enlarge on the evils which 
result from the deplorable condition of most of these 
prisons ; arising, in a great measure, from the defective 
construction of the buildings, and inadequacy of the 
funds applicable to their support : there are, however, 
some striking peculiarities in their formation and ma- 
nagement which deserve particular attention. 

In many of these gaols the want of space is such 
as to render classification impracticable, and in some 
cases even to preclude the separatum of the sexes, 
much less that of the tried from the untried, or 
debtors from felons. Several of these prisons have 
no division to separate males from females; and 
a still larger proportion (amounting to sixty) have 
only two classes for prisoners of all descriptions.* 
The importance of inspection, and the means of insur- 
ing constant superintendence, appear not to have been 
thought of in the construction of these buildings: 
this defect, which occasions great insecurity, requires 
increased attention on the part of the officers, but in 
several instances it is found that the keeper does not 
reside in the prison, and consequently that the prisoners 
are either locked up in their rooms and prevented from 
taking exercise, or that they are placed under additional 



* There is one class of prisoners on whom the evils of such defective 
dasnfication operate with great severity. Debtors are imprisoned under legal 
process, in many local jurisdictions, for small sums, in some cases only for a 
few shillings. When in confinement, they are exposed to the same degree of 
suffering, as those who have been guilty of the highest criminality. Thus, 
the unfortunate, yet industrious tradesman, is often compelled to pass 
his days and nights in company with an atrocious felon ; and the dli- 
tressed but idrtnoua female may be compdled to assodate with the abandoned 
prostitute. 
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restraint by the illegal panishment of irons. In several 
districts^ the gaol consists of two or more rooms, form- 
ing part of another building, and situated in the market 
place 01 centre of a town, from the exposed position of 
which the safe custody of the prisoners is rendered 
hazardous, unless the most unjustifiable measures are 
resorted to for security. Many of these buildings are 
without yards, airing-courts, or day-rooms; and some, 
to which yards are attached, are so badly enclosed as to 
render them unsafe for the use of the prisoners, who are 
thus unmeritedly subjected to close and rigorous con- 
finement. 

With the exception of the larger gaols of this 
class, no emplojrment is provided for the prisoners, 
who generally pass their time in entire idleness, and 
in mutual corruption. To a very small proportion 
only of these prisons is any chapel attached. It is 
seldom that any divine service is performed: no re- 
ligious or moral instruction is provided, nor is any 
attempt made at reformation. The allowance of food 
is frequently scanty and insuflSicient ; sometimes con- 
sisting of a small sum of money, the mode of expend- 
ing which is improperly left to the choice of the pri- 
soner who has not the means of applying it to the best 
advantage. . In many districts, no clothing is provided 
for the destitute, and straw is substituted for bedding. 
The situation of the sick is also distressing, no pro- 
vision being made for their relief, and no room set 
apart for the separate confinement of such as are afUct- 
^d with dangerous or infectious disorders: disease has, 
in fact, been frequently occasioned by the nature of the 
treatment received in these prisons. In addition to the 
evils which have arisen from defective construction. 



36 

the improper state of discipline in many of the local 
gaols may be attributed to the absence of any written 
or printed rules^ framed under the sanction of the 
proper authorities^ for tlie government and superin* 
tendence of the prisoners/ as well as for the observance 
of the duties of ofSicers. 

It were easy to illustrate this general description^ by 
reference to facts. At a prison in a cbimty adjoining the 
metropolis; there is no effectual- separation of the male 
from the female prisoners, the apartments being divided 
by an iron railing only: conversation, therefore, goes on 
uninterraptedly . There is but one very small yard, which 
the women are only allowed to enter when the men are 
locked up. The men's sleeping cells consist of four small 
rooms of which three are about fourteen feet long, and 
between five and six feet wide. There were lately eight 
persons crowded in each of the lower rooms ; two on 
each bedstead, and the other four on bed-clothes 
placed upon the ground, as a third bedstead could not 
possibly be admitted. In on^ of tiie rooms is a large 
ring fixed to the floor to which every prisoner sentenced 
to death is chained until his execution or removal ; for> 
in this instance, the corporation possess the power of 
teying capital offenders. There is no distinct apart- 
ment for the sick, nor for the tried and untried, nor for 
criminals and debtors ; — all promiscuously congregate, 
as far as regards the men, who have the constant means 
of conversing with the women. Debtors are committed 
for debts above two shillings and under five pounds ; 
the term of confinement being dependent on the amount. 
One debtor|Was imprisoned, at the time of this visit, 
for £3. Is, and had to pass eighty days in the society 
of felons. There is no description of labour. Foi* 



27 

the space of two years no minister of religion has eo^ 
tered the walls^ nor has any divine service whatever 
been performed^ although this prison is occasionally 
the abode of capital offenders. 

In another prison of this description, there is 
but one yard, where prisoners of every kind, males 
and females, felons and debtors, take their daily air 
and exercise. Attached to it is a small room, in 
which the male and female felons pass their days : this 
room is under ground, and it is necessary to descend 
to it by a ladder of ten steps. There are four sleeping 
cells, which are those only for male felons. By means 
of a candle, the interior of these cells can be seen : 
they are in length seven feet by four feet and a half, and 
nine feet and a half high. Sometimes three prisoners are 
placed in each cell : the whole of the floor is under- 
ground. There is but one sleeping-cell for the female 
felons, opening from the day-room, and which is two 
steps lower under-ground. There is no chaplain, nor 
is any divine service performed. All the male felons 
are ironed. : The non-separation of the sexes is a very 
disgraceful feature in the state of this gaol. As the 
sessions only take place in this town twice in the year, 
a female committed :fo]r trial may remain here for nearly 
six months, compelled to associate, day after day, with 
persons of both sexes, of the most abandoned descrip- 
tion, and eventually she may be acquitted. 

There ar^ those who contend that the exertions now 
making to reform prisons, have a tendency to change 
fhie^;> wholesome chavacter of punishment; to convert 
gaols into palaces, and habitations of comfort: — let 
them say whether such establishments as those which 
have been just described, (and there are too many such. 
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^xiiibitiBg scenes of. outraged decency and abased 
kumanity) ought to be tolerated in a Christian country. 
To pass'over the most revolting features of the picture^ 
let them inquire into the moral effects of such imprison- 
menty and they will learn — what indeed few could 
doubt—that no person^ however guilty on his com- 
mittal, can quit confinement without being rendered 
still more vicious^ and becoming still further hardened. 
But depravity does not necessarily mark the charac^r of 
every guilty inmate of a prison. He may be of reputable 
parentage, of decent education ; his habits may not be 
abandoned ; his feelings of propriety may not be ex- 
tinguished, nor his claim on the respect of others en* 
tirely destroyed. His disposition might be influenced — 
his sensibility excited — by salutary correction, by 
the convictions of reason, by moral discipline^ and 
by religious trnth. Whoever has witnessed — as it has 
l^n with pain that the Committee have frequently been 
compelled to witness — a youth, wearing away the 
bright period of his existence in the midst of such 
corruption — inhaling a moral pestilence — where honesty 
is reprobated, morality ridiculed, and religion despised, 
will cease to wonder that any criminal, but especially 
that the youthful offender, should quit such imprisonment 
hardened in every species of iniquity. To a gaol of 
this description three boys were lately committed : their 
offence was trifling.* The grand jury ignored the bills ; 
and the children, for they were little else, were dis- 
charged ; but, for nearly five months, they necessarily 
consorted with felons of every description. They might 



* Stealing a pound of cake iind « pot of shrimps. 
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have entered the prison corrapted by vice^ but asstlredly 
they retained so from it. Society has nnquestionably 
committed on their persons «t great and irreparable 
^nrrong; and if no other instances could be adduced 
to shew tiie necessity of improying the prison in ques- 
tion, and other gaols in a like condition, the corruption 
and ruin of juTenile offenders ought alone to be 
sufficient. 

TheTemoTal of the evils of which these defective 
prisons are the souree, is a subject that .is entitled .to 
serious and immediate consideration. The Ck)inmittee 
take the liberty to suggest that tins desirable object 
might be accomplished without great difficulty; and, 
having bestowed on it much attention, they beg, witli 
the utmost deference, to submit to the legislature and 
the magistracy the following propositions: — 

1st. That all gaols and houses of correction which 
belong to places possessing a separate and distinct 
jurisdiction for the trial of offenders of every descrip- 
tion, and where the greatest number of prisoners at 
one time exceeds forty, should be rendered strictly 
conformable to the statute of 4 Geo. IV. as to the 
extent of classification, &c. in the same manner as 
is directed by the Act for the local prisons of the several 
cities and towns enumerated in the schedule. 

2d. That in all those places which possess a similar 
extGai of jurisdiction to the last described, but where 
the greatest number of prisoners at one time does not 
exceed forty; and where the existing gaols, by alter-^ 
ation or enlargement, cannot acconmiodate a greater 
number than forty by placing them in separate sleeping 
cells; — it should be made imperative upon the local au- 
thorities to commit prisoners charged on suspicion of 
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felonies and capital offeiices^ to ttie county gaol, to 
their trial at the sessicms and assizes ; and to repay the 
expenses to which the county shall be put in conse* 
quence of such commitments, and pay also the expenses 
of prosecution. In such cases flie number of classes 
in the local prisons might be limited to debt(Nrs, mis^ 
demeanants tried, misdemeanants untried, and vagrants.* 
This arrangement will be found to embrace aboiit 'fifty 
of the principal cities, towns, and boroughs, throughout 
the kingdom. 

3d. That all the small borough and other local gaols 
(of which there are about seventy in England), where 
the greatest number of prisoners at one time does not 
exceed eight, should be used only for the temporary 
reception of persons charged on suspicion of crimes, 
until finally committed for triHl ; when the prisoners 
tUibiild be confined in the prisotis beloi^^g to the 
county, and be tiiere subjected to the regulations and 
restrictions of the present statute. In all these local 
"prisons, however, the separati<m of the sexes should 
invariably be enfon^ed. 

To these propositions the Ccnnmittee anticipate 
objections. It will be alleged that when cities and 
boroughs have a separate jurisdi<;tioli, it is exclu- 
sive of the county in whic^h they are situated. Tliey 
raise rates within themselves in the manner of county 
rates, and consequently all the expenses falling on 
county rates, fall upon the rates raised after a si- 
miisetr manner within local jurisdictions. Die convey- 



* Tbe buildings should of course in all cases be divided into two distinct 
parts, for tbe pinpoae of maintuning due separation between tbe gaol and 
iboQie of eorrection. 
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mc0 of prisoners^ and their support, both before and 
after trials ia one of these charges^ and it would bo 
m^just to burthen the county with expenses towards 
which the cities and boroughs, with separate jurisdic- 
tions, do not contribute. The difficulty consists in 
defining a plan which will not interfere too much wifli 

jurisdiction, and whidi will allay any jealousies that 

* _ 

may {nrevail among corporations. For instance, by fiie 
law as it now stands, if the magistrates of an exclusive 
jurisdiction send a prisoner to the county gaol, they 
have no means of tmnging htm back to be tried in their 
own courts, and it required the ^lactment of the 60th 
Geo. Ill* and the 1st Geo. IV. c. 14. to enable the justices 
of an exclusive jurisdictionto send any prisons charged 
with a felony or misdemeanor, to the assisses. This, how* 
ever, is now law ; and it is one step towards the end 
which the Conmiittee have in view; it being authorized 
that ju^ices of cities and boroughs, having exclusive 
jurisdiction, may commit to county gaols, and send 
offenders for trial at the gaol delivery, upon paying ike 
expenses to which the county may be put in conse* 
quence of such comma tmient, and :ihe esp^ises <tf in*o- 
secution. After thisy it will be ^a more easy step to 
determine that alle^clusive jurisdictions, not in a con^ 
dition to keep their prisoners agreeably to the discipline 
laid down in the new Act, shall send persons to a 
prison conducted according to law, and pay the expense$ 
attending such commitment. It appears but reason- 
able that exclusive jurisdictions ought not to try 
prisoners if they :cannot keep 0^m. 

With regard to the third proposition, no objection 
seems likely to arise ; because, even by the present law 
(15 €reo. II. c. 24), justices of corporations, not ex- 

c 2 
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elusive, may commit offenders to the house of correc- 
tion of the county ; and it has been determined,* that 
this is a declaratory, not an enacting statute ; and that 
it is part of the ancient law of the land, and must 
receive a liberal interpretation. It has also been de- 
teimined, that a prisoner convicted at a borough 
sessions (not an exclusive jurisdiction) could be com* 
mitted to the county house of correction ; and that the 
justices of the borough could commit to the county 
house of correction for safe custody, and could by their 
warrant bring the prisoner so committed by them back 
to be tried in ttieir own court.t It is also established, 
that the costs of prosecution in these local courts (not 
possessing exclusive jurisdictions) may be charged 
upon tbe county. ;]: The justices of local jurisdictions 
are in aid of justices of counties ; and the cities and 
boroughs of this description are entitled to receive all 
the benefits of the county arrangements. There is, there- 
fore, nothing in the third su^estion but that which is 
quite consistent witti the jnrbsent interpretation of both 
common and statute law. Under these circumstances, 
it is earnestly trusted that the interference of Parlia- 
ment will not cease until measures be taken for the ma- 
terial amendment or entire alteration of those borough 
gaols which are not subject to the regulation of the new 
Prison Act, and the refonn of which the interests of 
justice, humanity, and policy, irresistibly demand. 

. When the projected legislative measures shall have 
taken place, it will then become an important con- 

* In the case of Rex v, Amos, 2 B. & A. 541. 
t Rex r. HorloD, not reported. 
. X 1^^ ^' Johnson, 4 M. & S. 515. 
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sidemtioa to subject the. gapls throughout the kif^;- 
dom to some uniform system of prison government on 
those branches of detail upon i^hich the law must ne- 
cessarily be silent^ and which it wisely entrusts to the 
discretion and regulation of the magistracy. Nothing 
can be more yarious than the discipline at present 
observed in diflferent prisons. In fact^ the severity 
e:i$:ercised ou the untried in one gaol, often exceeds that 
observed towards the convicted in another. Two 
persons convicted of similar offences, but committed 
to different prisons in perhaps the same county, 
may undergo the most opposite system of discipline. 
The daily lation of the one may be neacly double that 
allowed to the other : the one may be subjected tp soli- 
tary confinement, the other permitted to range the prison 
nearly uncontrolled: the one may be in perfect idleness, 
the other placed at the severest description of hard 
labour. Even the tread-wheel itself admits of varied 
degrees of punishment The Committee have recently 
ascertained the rate of labour enforced by the wheel ateach 
prison, and the inequality is very striking. For instance, 
at JiCwes each prisoner works at the rate of 6600 feet in 
ascent per day ; at Ipswich 7450 ; at St Albans, 8000 ; at 
Bury 8950; at Cambridge, 10,175; at Durham, 12,000; 
while at Brixton, Guildford, Reading, and a few other 
prisons, the rate of labour, in summer, exceeds 13,000 
feet per day. * Nor is the diet at such prisons pro- 
portionately increased to the degree of hard labour 
enforced. 

The merits of the tread-wheel, as an instrument of 
prison-labour, have, during the past year, excited con- 

* Appendix — ^Tread-wheel Labour. — P. 154. 
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siderable interest. Objecttons of a very serious nature 
have been urged against it by a magistrate^ wliose 
labours for the improvement of prison discipline, during 
a long and honourable life, entitle his sentiments to 
great attention. Highly as the Committee appreciate 
Ae motives which animate the benevolent author, they 
do not concur with the reas<ming contained in a recent 
work on Prison labour ;* the object of whidi publication 
is to shew that the ordinary discipline of the tread- 
wheel is an unsafe, unhealthy, and degrading punish- 
ment. The Committee believe that they were the&st to 
recognize the excellence, and advocate the introduction, 
of this description of prison labour ; and, after mature 
consideration, they can discover nothing in the proper 
use and moderate application of this punishment, that 
is irreconcilable with the feelings of humanity, and 
those principles of prison discipline which it is the 
object of this Society to recommend. 

From documents which have been laid before Parlia- 
ment, the healthiness of the tread-wheel exercise is 
satisfactorily proved. The opinions of the medical 
officers in attendance at the various prisons, concur in 
declaring that the general health of the prisoners has 
in no degree suffered injury by the exercise ; but that, 
on the contrary, the labour has in this respect been 
productive of considerable benefit. Recent inquiries 
which the Committee have instituted, confirm these 
testimonies; and against evidence so conclusive, a 
judgment formed principally from abstract reasoning, 
and unsupported by that peculiar experience which the 



"Correspondence on Prison Labour," by Sir John Cox'Hippcslcy, Bart. 
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daily observations of a prison-surgeon affords, can haye 
but little weight. 

The mischievous consequences of which it is stated 
that the tread-wheel is the source, attach not so much tq 
the nature of the labour, as to the degree in which it 
may be enforced. There is i^othing painM in thq 
simple position of the body on the wheel; and the 
machinery may be ma4e to revolve so slowly, as scarcely 
to form a punishment; whil^, on th^ other hand^ it 
cannot be denied, that by excessive application it may 
be rendered an instrmn^nt of unjustifiable rigour. The 
main qiiQ^tion, then, on which the safety and expe- 
diency of the tread- wheel depends, is simply this ; — can 
the degree of labour, be so regulated as to be as- 
certained without difficulty, and restrs^ned, at all times, 
within safe limits? This coxii^i^aration has occu- 
pied the particular attention of the Committee ; ancl 
they have the pleasure to state that these very desirable 
objects can be accomplished. 

It occurred to the Committee, on pursuing their in- 
quiries upon this subject, that as the several det^s in 
the management of the tread-wheel are proportionate in 
their variations, they might conveniently be laid down 
upon a sliding scale. The idea has been carried into 
execution, in a very ingenious manfk^r, by Mr. Bate,* 
mathematical instrument maker to the Board of Excise, 
who has con^ti^ucted an instrument, by the simple in- 
spection of which the rate of labour can at all times be 
ascertained. The utility of this invention is obvious : 
it at pnce enables the magistrate, or the governor ot a 
prison at which a tread-wheel is in operation, to secure 

* No. 17, Poultry, London. 
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piieoision of management^ and by affording an accurate 
measure^ applicable in all cases^ may prevent the 
inadvertent excess^ or intentional abuse^ of this species 
of punishment 

It is perfectly true that the labour of the tread-wheel^ 
unless it be regulated with great care, may, to use the 
language of an able and experienced governor of a 
prison (in a recent communicatiou with the Committee) 
^^ become, in the hands of some, an engine of terrible op- 
pression.^ In order to shew the importance of further 
attention to this subject, and the great confusion that at 
pres^it prevails in Ae manner of enforcing the labour, 
die Committee refer to the table in the Appendix,^ 
founded on returns recently received, shewing the 
great varieties of punishment inflicted ; a bare reference 
to which will prove the necessity for adopting some 
uniformity of practice, in order to equalize the admini- 
stration of prison discipline. The present inequality, 
it will be perceived, arises not only from the varied de- 
grees of vdocity, and the fluctuating proportions of 
working and resting prisonevs at each wheel, but also 
from the difference in the working hours of summer 
and winter; — a difference which amounts in the daily 
rate of labour at some prisons to at least fifty per 
cent. By an adherence, however, to the following re- 
gulaticms, and with the aid of the scale to which the 
Committee have referred, the tread-mills in various 
prisons, even those on the most diversified princi- 
ples of construction, may be conducted upon one uni- 
form and certain system of operaticm throughout the 
kingdom. 

• Page 154. 
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1. Every tread-wheel should be provided vidth a *' regu- 
lator/' by which its rate of revolution may at all times 
be restrained within safe limits. 

2. To the tread-wheel should also be affixed " a dial- 
register/' * on reference to which the rate of labour may 
at any time be accurately ascertained. 

3. The daily rate of labour should in no case exceed 
12^000 feet in ascent. 

4. Care should be taken to apportion the diet to the 
degree of labour enforced. 

The Committee are aware that the observance of these 
rules will not remove the objections which many re- 
spectable persons entertain against the use of the tread- 
wheel : they regard the punishment, under any circam!* 
stances, as too rigorous. In the opinion, however, of 
the Committee, the primary feature in the character of 
'^ hard labour" should be severity ; not equal indeed to 
every description of criminals^ not irreconcilable with the 
feelings of humanity, nor one degree beyond that which 
the public interests justify and the reformation of the 
criminal demands,; yet a severity that shall make those 
who have violated justice, feel the penalties of law, 
and the consequences of guilt. The Committee believe 
that for a certain class of offenders the tread-wheel 
is, under proper regulation, a punishment of this de- 
scription, and that no house of correction should be 
without it. The great proportion of offenders committed 
to such places of confinement are sentenced to ^ hard 
labour," and but for short periods of imprisonment, during 
which the tread-wheel is an appropriate punishment. 



* Reprcfiented in th* Appendix, page 168, 
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But in bearing this testimony in its favour^ they feel no 
hesitation in declaring their opinion that its value may 
be over-rated^ and its discipline misapplied. Not- 
withstanding the acknowledged excellencies of the 
tread-wheel^ it ought not to form the punishment of 
those whom the law sentences to imprisonment only. 
To inflict it on this description of prisoners would 
be to change the character of their sentence. To sub- 
ject also convicts committed for long periods of im- 
prisonmenty day after day to this discipline^ is incon- 
sistent with the views of the best writers on the Peniten- 
tiary system^ and at variance with tbo^ principles of 
prison management which Howard never ceased to 
inculcate, and to realize which the enlightened exertions 
of Sir Gboroe Paul and other eminent magistrates 
have been zealously directed. 

The practice of employing females at the tread-wheel 
is, in the opinion of many benevolent persons, in no 
ease justifiable. In this sentimait the Committee do not 
concur. Upon hardened ofienders committed to houses 
of correction — ^suchas the law has truly designated '^ idle 
and disorderly" — ^the labour is productive of excellent 
effects, and, if superintended by a careful matron, may 
be safely administered ; but the general employment of 
females at the tread-wheel is liable to serious ol^ections; 
and as there are, even in the absence of prison trades, 
other kinds of labour to be found for women in a 
gaol that are congenial to the habits of their sex, the 
pra4)tice of thus employing this class of offenders is not 
justified by necessity. 

But let the punishment of tread-wheel labour be 
ever so carefully regulated, there is one consideration 
which ought not to be foi^tten, and to which the 
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Committee cannot too earnestly entreat attention. Pn- 
msfaments^ however salutary, cannot alone be expected 
to reclaim ; nor do they, under any form, diminish the 
necessity for those moral and religious services, without 
"which all plans of prison discipline will prove inefficient, 
•and the formation and recovery of good character be- 
come alike utterly hopeless. The Committee have been 
led to offer these remarks, because it has appeared to 
them that in some prisons by far too much dependence 
has been placed on the deterring influence of treadr 
wheel labour, while but little earnestness has he&A 
evinced to take advantage of that subjection of mind 
which the punishment has a tendency to produce, and 
which might be available for the purposes of religious 
impressions and permanent improvement. There is 
nothing in the character of tread-wheel labour that may 
not be made to strengthen the power of religion, and 
extend the influence of her ministers over the mind and 
feelings of a prisoner ; and it would be indeed ta be 
deplored, were the introduction of hard labour to be 
considered as superseding or weakening the necessity 
for their labours, without which the great objects o£ 
prison discipline can never be attained. 

Among the subjects which have occupied the atten- 
tion of the friends to the improvement of prison disci- 
pline, there is one which has occasioned much difference 
of opinion : — ^the Committee allude to the compulsory 
labour of untried {Hrisoners. It has, hitherto^ been 
conceived tiiat to the unconvicted a prison ought 
simply to be a place of detention, divested of every 
privation or hardship not absolutely necessary for 
safe custody and good order. It has, however, of 
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late been contended that there is no authority by 
law for the -maintenance^ of a prisoner before trials 
otherwise than by his own labour; that the law, 
therefore, evidently contemplates the compulsory em- 
ployment of the untried; regarding them, in this re- 
spect, in the same point of view as the parish pauper. 
This view of the question has indeed so strongly 
impressed the magistrates at one of the county 
prisons, that they have not hesitated to place untried 
prisoners at the tread-wheel, the most severe de- 
scription of prison labour. If the prisoner refuses to 
conform to this discipline, the ordinary prison allow- 
ance is withheld from him, and a scanty fare of bread 
and water is substituted. 

Whether this treatment be justified either by the 
silence or express enactment of the statutes, is a question 
so strictly legal, that it is with some deference that the 
Committee venture to o£fer any remark upon the sub- 
ject They may, however, be permitted to observe, that 
the common law plainly indicates that imprisonment 
before trial is for the purposes of safe custody only. 
The ancient law of England exhibits great tenderness 
for the liberty of the subject;^ and the number of of- 
fences is very considerable for which bail is admitted. 



• << The law, £aTOuring the liberty of the sabject, and freedom of a man 
firom imprisonment (though it were for the most odious cause, the death of a 
man) and that he should not be detained in prison, until the justices in Eyre 
should come, provides tliat he might sue out a writ of inquisition directed to 
the sheriff."— Coi^ on Magna ChartOy Chi^. 26. 

** If any withhold prisoners replevisable, after they have offered sufficient 
aecority, he shall pay a gprieTOoa ameroeament to the king. — 5d Edward /. 
Chap. 15. 

*^ Hie law doth highly hate the long imprisonment of any man before 
trial."— Zorif Coke. 

** And in regard to the great power, gtoLeny and thdr officers, have (and 
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By this law, says Lord Coke, in all cases of felony, if (lie 
party accased could find sufficient securities^ he was not to 
be committed to prison^ '^ quia career est nulla mansio.** 
It appears that the exception was first made in the case 
of committal on the charge of murder ; " where/' says 
Glanvil, " for terror sake^ it is otherwise determined.^' 
Gommitment^ then^ under any circumstances before trial, 
arose simply from the grave character of the alleged 
crime. On the apprehension of a person charged with 
an offence, the law demands security — either by bail, 
or by imprisonment. If bail be admitted, the indivi- 
dual is unmolested till the day of trial : if personal 
detention be indispensable, the individual is still under 
bail, although of a different description, and to adopt 
the quaint language of an authority, ''the four walls 
of his prison are his sureties." It is therefore the 
nature of the security which the law exacts, and 
not any distinction which it draws between the privi- 
l^es of the respective parties, that gives rise to the 
difference in their mode of treatment. And Sir Willi am 
Blackstone, in the following passage, has only re- 
peated the sentiments of Coke, Hale, and other of the 
most eminent authorities who have treated on this sub- 
ject. '' If (says he) the offence be not bailable, or the 
party cannot find bail, he is to be committed to the 
county-gaol by the mittimus of the justice, or warrant 
under his hand and seal, containing the cause of his 
commitment, there to abide till delivered in due course 
of law. But this imprisonment is only for safe custody, 



while it 18 exercised with moderstaon, ought to haye) over their pxisonen, the 
law watcheth with a jealous eye over their conduct." — Fosier*a Crown Law, 
* ** And if the death (of a prisoner) was owing to cruel and oppressive 
uBage, on the part of the gaoler, or any officer of his ; or, to speak in the lan- 
guage of the law, to duress of imprisonmeHt^ it will be dtemed wQfiil murder 
on the person guilty of such duress."— /friV. 
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aM naififlr pmiiskmeni. Thearefbre, in this dubious til* 
tervftl between the commitment and trial, a prisoner 
Ought to be used with the utmost hunianity; and neither 
be loaded with needless fetters, or subjected to othei 
hardships than snch as are abaabUefy requisite far the 
purpose <tf confinement only.** 

And the reasoning upon which this opinion ia 
Sni^orted appear obvious. That every manrShall be 
considered innocent till proved guilty, is a generons 
majum that has its foundation in the genius and 
spirit of the English constitution, which, <m requir- 
ing the surrender of individual rights, demands no 
sufferings that are not necessary for die general se> 
curity. For the protection of the public, however, 
it is expedient that an individual charged trith an 
heinous off<^ce ^all be imprisoned till his guilt cnt 
duiocence be proved; but the sacrifices that indi-< 
vidua! is called upon to make till the day of trial are 
great During this suspension of his personal freedom, 
and till his gmlt be proved, ih6 is, in ctofmon fairness^ 
entitled to the food necessary for his sustenance, and 
to receive from society protection from .aH discipline 
that is no t ^' absolutely requisite "for his personal de- 
tention. To withhold from flie tmconvicted the visits 
of his famOy, under' reasonable restrictions — to subject 
him to unnecessary restraint, and especially to colknpel 
him to hard labours-Hand thus to inflict on him a 
punishment alike with die convicted — is to visit 
lutti with die ' penalties of law before they have been 
pronounced, and to confound those broad distinctions 
which it is so strongly the interest of society to pre- 
serve, between imputed criminality and established 
guilt. The community are deeply concerned in the pun- 
fshment of crime, but they are also equally interested in 
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tiie acqaittal of iniioe^ice. No man isfree firom accusa- 
tion ; and it Is th^efore flie duty of every man to 
protect the rights of the untried. It is unquestionably 
die wisdom of Society to uphold those barriers which 
tii6 law has wisely fenced around individual security^ 
character, and happiness. 

A review of the history of the prisons of this country 
plainly shews, that the introduction of labour into gaols 
krose from the slenderprovisionB which the ancient law 
had. mHide for the suppoH of prisoners. Before any 
iBussistance was expressly authorissed by statute, prisoners 
were relieved by the general provision which was made 
for the destitute pbor. ^ The ccnnmicm law/' in the 
lai^uage of tiie Mirrour '^ would suSex none to die fiir 
default of sustenance/' — '^ It is not true what some people 
imagine/' says Mr. Justice Foster, * " that the law of 
England tnade no provision for the poor. The Mirrour 
shows the contrary : indeed how it was done does not 
appear." "There were provisions for the poor, "adds Mr. 
Justice Wifanot in the same case, " at the conmion law, 
ttiough it does not fully appear whatthey were." f In aid 
of this provisitm much was obtained from rdigious 
houses, and ecdesiasti^ revenues; from elms gathered 
fiom churches, and from door to door, under the 
authority of particular statutes ; and by these modes 
the prisoners in many places on the Continent are main- 
tained, even at the present day. But the same necessity 
which brought on a compulsory relief of the poor in 
the reign of Elizabeth seems to have occasioned the 

statotory assessment on behalf of prisoners in cointmon 

■ ■ -, ■ . .- - ■ ^ , , 

* R. ▼. Lozdale, 1 Burr. 450. 

t Upon this proyifflon, unexplained as it is, the poor in extra-parochial 
places must even now derire subsistenee. X 

X Inhabitants of Forest of Deane v. Linton, 2 SM. 45^7. 
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gaols^ which, as the Act states, *' will be greatly pestered 
with more numbers of prisoners than heretofore." It 
will be seen, on reference to the 14th Elizabeth, 
t. 5, that justices were required to tax every parish 
within their shires, for the relief of prisoners in the 
common gaol. The clause is yet in force, and is the 
foundation of the present assessment for the relief of 
prisoners in gaoL * 

It seems, however, that the particular mode pointed 
out by this statute, proved, in the course of time, in- 
efficient, while no other means were resorted to for 
defraying the expense of the maintenance of prisoners : 
the consequence was, that many actually perished from 
the want of food ; to prevent the recurrence of which 
an Act was passed in the 19th Charlbs'II. intituled, 
** An Act for the Relief of Poor Prisoners, and setting 
them to work." But it does not appear that this Act, 
on which the advocates for the compulsory employment 
of untried prisoners lay considerable stress, super- 
sedes the 14th of Elizabeth, but rather affords another 
provision, bestowing on tiie prisoner the privilege of 
earning additional means of subsistence besides those 
allowed by law.f That this interpretation is correct, 



* The moQjey thus ndsed could not have been intended for the employment 
of vagrants, as has been inasted ; for no persons whatever were employed in 
prisons until the 18th Elizabeth, c 3, and then only vagrants who were 
committed in execution. 

t Hus is dear from the case of the inhabitants of Eaton Bridge, and the 
inhabitants of Westraniy in the year 1699, where an order was made in 
quarter lesaons for ^e rdief of poor prisoners in gaols, and providing mate- 
rials to set them at work upon the Statutes 14 Eliz. c. 5, and 19 Car. 11. c 4, 
whereby a sum was assessed on the several parishes, not exceeding what is 
allowed by both Acts ; but the order was quashed by the King's Bench, because 
the justices ought to have made distinct orders upon the different Statutes; 
the money to be levied by rirtue of each Statute being applicable to different 
purposes. 2 Salk, 487. 
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wiU be obvious from the language of the 31st 6bo. Ui. 
t. 4S, which recites the 19th Charles II. where the 
labour in which prisoners are employed is not regardcMl 
as obligatory^ but is clearly conindered as a boon ; and 
in which the clause^ providing subsistence for those 
who are not able to work ; or» being able, cannot procure 
employment^ is repeated.^ 

** Setting poor prisoners on work" — ^this is the language 
employed and reiterated in the preceding statutes ; such 
employm^t being evidently intended as a privil^e^ 
which it was optional for the prisoner to accept. It 
is only in statutes^ the object of which was to regulate 
houses of connection, and provide punishment for flie 
convicted, that the term ** hard labour " is to be found* 
. But it is no less upon the grounds of inexpediency, 
that the Committee feel inclined to express their di^^mt 
ih>m the practice of employing untriibd prisonera at the 
tread-wheeL The value and efficacy of all punishmeiitft 
depend, in a great measure, on the sense entertaipeil of 
them by the Community. The hard labour of the treafd- 
wheel has received its sanction ; and the a{>plicjitipi|»it^ 
flie punishment to certain jclasses of the convicted wJU 
doubtless serve to qtiicken a disposition to prosecute Hm 
violator of the law; but, fully appreciating the value of 
<Us punishment, the public will never, from a.s^oi^e of its 
it^uc^oe, be reconciled to its applieaticm to tfKOuntried; 
and, were such a practice g^Mral, it would be soon found 
to excHte disgust, lessen the desire to proisectite, and Aus 
tend to .def ealt the ends of justice, and the inteiittons of 
law. llie advocates for the labour of tiie • untried 
contend that imprisonin^it alone isurries with it n6 
tenor; and that, without the. additioii of hard labour. 
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* Vid« Note A, at the condunon of the Report 
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^ will be Tegavded with indifference by the poor at 
large^ The Comimttee fally estimate the importance 
^ fhte objecti<W; but xvhile they mamtain that to the 
loWtried the law nerver intended that imprisoamtet 
^idioilld be an c^bject of terror-r-while they contend^ 
that it is not justifiable to inflict pain on the prisoner 
^solely that it may operate to deter others— they wonld 
'iiflk if there be nothing in the circumstances of his situ- 
4^tion to counteract the advantt^es which it is alleged 
bb enjoys ? To a p^e^n chaffed with erime> but who 
eventually proves innocent^ is the loss of personal liberty 
iM^ evil? * Is th6 t^nporary abandonment of his oridinary 
liiiaiis of sid>sist^nce no misfortune? Is separation ficom 
Ma dMuiexioos ho privatioii? Will the most honouraMe 
m^B&tM temove the stain which his reputation has 
MMtved^ and can any considerations compensate for the 
itdS^fingt <wMoU imryrisonment has occasioned to his 
fiottily, <lia£acter^ and feelings? 

Ilie Comnxittoe would be the first to admit the im^ 
.pcMimeie> tatd wannly to recommend the labour and emi*- 
ploymeirt of all prisoners!^ whether tried or untried. Hie 
ilimtche^ass and vice diat have disgraced our prisons 
iHkve resulted^ pefhdpgy Qiorefrom idlieness than fitotn any 
^sQM Bcmkce. > With ^ (be convicted (there are ^cep^ 
4ioiis) tab^ror ought to bei compukory ; and althoug^ihe 
AibttoAwA mat, hi th6 <ipinion ctf tii^ Committee^ liabk 
lo be cdbliged to< worUjf .«tSl tivey may^ i^without difi»^ 
cuftjfVl'e.MdaGed to laboni at employmeqte not severe^ 
1^ the aUdwance of & sUglit increase of <Sel^ tt a Asm 
ia thfeir eatni^gs. But thci tread-rwheel can be regarded 
fai no other light &a» as a pumahment; and/ therefofe, 
to inflict it on theuntried^ appears to the Committee t»be 
n violation of justice^ good feeling, and sound policy. 
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The CkmiAiittee preoee)^ to a^Nert to tbe ptteeiptf 
improvements Ihftt iMiye takoa plaoe in the^ firisoM 
tlnroii^out therk&igdaiaaL itt the pastjfeMTt. For Atfthmr 
plEtrticiilars tbey i^fer tx> the Appen^Kx. They htnte 
been indebted for mmAk of tins Infoimatiou to iBiqn>- 
bers of tbe magistracy; and for their valuable mt- 
vioes^ as wesU in this instance as ott foymer ecca- 
sions^ they btg respectfully to excess &eiv obligatieM. 
^o tire governors cdF §;Mls the Conumttee also fed 
thai'ithek thafiks are. due. Several of the mest 
experienced of these officers have favoured the Com* 
mittee vnik c^rreq^deiM^ey firom iviiich they ; have 
4eriv^ miicb. valuaUe imfom^Mioo; and tiiey hl^fe tile 
pleasure ta state.tiiaA an earnest desil^ very generaUy 
pB&vai3si aimoiig the gov6mot» of priMiiS' to fapnhxA 
Oe ^progress.' of improysH^ntSi 

At Bedford, the satisfactory experienci^' whidii has 
been' dedvcxl fron>^ the ftread-inxHriirtbe new hovio of 
eevraciien, has iiidiiced tibe iMgistraitcto to eieotv^ia 
Jimilarane in the eonnty gaol* GltrnhHsiiHs ax^ utoo 
in use for the labour of thbse^ for whom tho ttemi^viit&ei 
to iJbgafded av imsuitaUe^f rfr 

I By the regitlations now ordered to he obilerved ai 
tlto county-gfa^ at Gambiidge, I»iaon^s are not allo^rvd 
toqi share of their eavninga^ llid numbed of pitoomrs 
liasti considerably dimiHijAed fsia^^ the introdttotton! of 
Hm treadHnuUa^ . Fom^s are employed in wadkini^ and 
attoidiligthepriaon-^lotiiing, mat also in picfcipg fciBitbe r a i 

At Chester Castle^ the labotir. to varioto ;r riBi wooUen 
aadfwttonwnivinf^dloggifag^sbocmaking, arid tailoring. 
mmrBpkiKu (ft toe gaaT ave exedoted by toe prisMerai 
*nie*0alri»ga, dforing ihfe toMtwelve to<mto» at tfato 
prt8iiit/toBxnmtMto£880/ ^ 

In the bridewell attached to the cQaDly^jgaoi:;at 

d 2 
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Bodmin, seyeral kinda of labour are carried on. The 
prisoners' clothing, shirts, shoes, stockings, £cc. are 
made, and blankets and sheeting. The prisoners axe 
also ^nployed in sawing and polishing marble, and in 
tsarpenters' work. There are also a tread-wheel and a 
-threshing-machine for those sentenced to hard labour. 

The new -oonnty-gaol at Carlisle has been lately 
4)egan. The prison consists of a central building, four 
stories high, containing a considerable number of rooms, 
and six radiating double buildings, with thirteen inter- 
mediate airing-yards. 

It will be probably two years before the county-gaol 
at Derby is finished. The plan is very complete, and 
reflects great credit on the judgment of those by whom 
it has been arranged and adopted. The prison will 
proTide for twenty classes^ and contain one hundred 
and fifty cells. 

The county-prisons of Devonshire, which, from va- 
rious causes, have of late years aflforded very inadequate 
provision for the prisoners committed to them, are about 
to undergo great improvements. 

At the city-bridewell at Exeter, a tread-wheel has 
recently been introduced, the power of which is applied 
to the beating of hemp. Females are employed in work- 
ing and mending clothes, and also in knitting. Several 
ladies are in the habit of visiting this prison, and in 
conjunction vrith the daughter of the governor evince 
great interest in att^iding to the moral and religious 
improvement of the finale prisoners. 

At Dorchester, the proceeds of the prisoners' labour 
in the last year amounted to £555. No share of the eiun- 
ings is allowed to convicted felons sentenced to hard 
labour ; but to those not so s^oitenced, one-sixteenth 
partis 
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Tlie gt^ator part of thtf male prisoner^ at the DOrhaai} 

county-gaol are employed at the tread-whiDel. SokM 

'itfe x^CnpieA at ^reavitig cloth for sliir^g, blanketing, 

to6.' The ibniale prisoners s^itenced to liard laboitr 

break'flax with the machines invented' by'lilr. Salisbtirf^ 

Th^y are also employed in wa^diing/ and in nifA3[fig and 

mending the prisoners' *clotiies. In their last Rqiort^ Hie 

Cbintnittee notic^ed the bench^blent arrangements effected 

by the Dean and Chapter^ for the relief of such distressed 

'prisoners,X)n their discharge, as have daring confinement 

conducted themselves satisfactorily. These arrange- 

^eiits are well calculated to encourage and enable th^n 

ijol abstain, in future, from the perpetration of crime. It 

is ^ratifying^ to learn that several prisoners have not 

'Ohly received relief on their discharge, but have stib- 

' sequently procured respectable certificates as to their 

•good conduct after liberation, and have partaken of 

'tfils excellent charity. 

. A new county-prison is building at Chelmsford, and 
will, it is expected, be completed in the course of two 
years. 

The county-bridewell at Halsted has lately under- 
gone much improvement. A new chapel, day-rooms 
and airing-yards, have been added. The prisoners 
have hitherto been employed in picking oakum : a 
tread-wheel is erecting. 

In the county-gaol and penitentiary at Gloucester a 
tread-mill has been introduced. The female penitentiary 
prisoners and felons are employed in making boots 
and slippers, and in washing, making and mending 
clotiiiing for the prison. 

A building has been erected at Northleach county- 



'^f'^Jk mimXk trea^^mfll has ^beeii^EjoeiaiQiiliy, ^^^ 

Mlie fMl ,tiii4 Ividtt^ at N«fnm4tlak ,ftf Wighfc: 

^ 'is oaiiaMe io£ rholdfaig •iiiM|peraMS> ^anA cgima enh 

l^oyBieiit to thidQ claasl)s>r-^jriz. ^oii^ibted <£Qlcms^tn^^ 
itoeaumto, «ii4'«acr«nt»T*^ndtio;iViorlE altMDatd[y< <diifiiig 
itte^agr. Offienceg lKiye)iimteiiaH3r dinunished siaoe 

tiie wheel has been in action; .and its effisct i& ille 
f pgi vtmt itBf ^of crime_^pears to ^ v^y beneficial. 
'^•vIb ?the ooaiity-gNMda^- B^ralbrd the pdscnifin we 

divided into ten classes. Hard-labonr is strictly mr 
4oitQeA mi thbseiHiiQ^Me oenimitted £(^ t^ 
iVMoj of the fdcK)ii^afbekag.eHi|)dk^yed in grinding con, 
^^mkA 'oAtBTB in scyalEate «dte at latKHir not so seyefe. 
t^SiefifahoQla aue attended daily mid^ the directioa#f 

the chaplain. Each convicted ^jlriMner in .this gaol 
'f'w&iBm m woMix vmxAmt^oxL his right aim, so that any 
'iMgiflt f ate| itt ktfpoctiog Ibe pclson, mOk a calendar in 
^.Us hand, lam we6 ^{nmncy age, and nature of the 

IMriscmer's eSeace; and also if he has been placed in the 

proper class^ and otherwise treated agreeably to his 
• sentence. 



SI 

TSxmaauttif'gmoiaad bo«M ^cfinnetkm at HevtfMaf 
wer likdy (to kmdexpp iaomiid 4dteiiatmi wtth.^MpoetiAtt 
nlfJMififwitioi^ mQ(tma tei conform lo tliefroaaflifnMififtf 
thexiiewAqL ' »Ia tbe kewie of cfoveetiBa iho ttDwi^ 
iBiiecl ii w teen' ik ;tuiB>for jOieiulfli^ee jtniiii/hifrit 
Mly cuiswered ibe purpose int^ided — that of kMpinf 
flie priMmevs <xmatma^itsa}flbo(f^ thm aliglilMt 

i^iiiy^toiiHQurhetlAicrliml^^ . » 1: ^ f?^ : - 

Thift'iii ipi oTOmflritsflitoteA » Ihe last year'« QApoflttfl^ 
be mfmgMsa At lke^ab01n^ liaidstQM^ iiWRT 

boen Joooqdet0(i. iXheiiialo prisoners saitenced to iMurd 
Mmb^ Bt'dis 'primn tee emj^oyed ia ibe maanftuotoibr 
of^tiopl^ba^s and podubtB, saduiig:^ andtshirtihg^ and al9<^ 
linen &r <tfae ^dress «f .the ^male p46oi»ni ;' Ukewiae in 
twme-spiiuiiiig,.8bo«makui|r and m«Bdi»g» tucking md^ 
imi^aDd mati'OMJdngi.ilSie females .are employed in urash- 
isig, koniflg^ and needto-woik. Male prisoners^ <m smn* 
nary cbtiTictioBfs, are set to work at a capst^n-whetf 
S&t rsdaiog water ^ snpply ibe piiso^i. The pnmsiena 
of the new Act reqtiire many alterations in flie con- 
stmatioQ of this prison : the female side is to receive a 
farther addition ; and in various parts of the male side 
two cells will be thrown into one for the reception 4>f 
three prisoners according to the 49th section of the Act r 
«tte of the very large wards will also be subdivided^ hy 
whidi each of the j^rincipal dasses will have a smaller 
ward attached^ and prisoners of depraved eharactmr 
may thus be separated from o&ers. The diaj^ain 
performs divine service twice on Sundays; visits flie 
prisoners in solitary confinementdaily, and reads prayers 
in the chapel on Wednesdays and fVidays; besides 
which^ he is in the habit of visiting the several wards in 
the prison for the purpose of conversing with the pri- 
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i(BMt»;k iKMlleiitpvo^ioft te OMidefor tteir insMic- 
tienr-diCTe are two jaiemile schools and ome for tha* 
adult fiteoncpra of each^aaiL: these achoola aBO. under 
flbacnunadiate suparmtoadenco of the chapbunu . Tba 
cgodagt. of Jljie pnsoncrs is repOTted to be ]u.geBeial 
ardedy. 

At Laiieastei^<!astl6^ the alterattons in the construe^ 
tion of the prison^ which have been fcHr some tinoie in 
j^rogiess^ under the skilful sapecint^idence of Ihe 
governor, are completed; and the beneficial effects of 
fbe improvements are daily manifested by the increased 
fiM^ffity of inspection* The advantages of inspection ia 
prisoHrbnildings are very strikingly, seen in the female 
p en i te n t iary, building. The earnings of the pdsoners) 
dnring the last year, amounted to £800. 

Tlie Kirkdale coimty-house of coirectkm, at Liverpool, 
recently erected, is calculated to contain nearly 400 
prisoners. There are twentyrone classes; each class 
has a separate day-room, airing-yard, and work-room. 
A tread-mill is erecting in this prison. 

The house of correction attached to the county-gaol 
at Leicester, has lately undergone much amendment 
The diet has been increased, by which additional food 
from the friends of prisoners is rendered unnecesr 
sary. The time allotted to the instruction^ of the prisoners 
has been enlarged. A matron has been appointed to 
the care of the female prisoners* 

Li the county-house of correction at Folkingham the 
men are employed in manufacturing worsted thread by 
machinery, also in grinding com at a hand-crank. Pri- 
soners, not sentenced to hard labour, who are willing to 
work, are allowed to do so, and have each half a pound 
of bread daily above the ordinary prison allowance. 
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^ iSiread-ttiOi have been erected at tte lincdb Conntj^' 
houses of correctioii at Kirton and Louth. . «» 

>'.fl3ia pmoBtdl Newgate contiiraes mndi in iiie Mme 
itate as. when reported last year. Ita defectiye eonstmo* 
tjon-sentdeis it impossible to introduce malmal improve- 
nient in its discipline, without considerable enlargement; 
Whatever am^odm^it is practicable in its present state, 
has been^focted by the excellent governor. It is satich 
factory to .report that the piison^rs under sentoice of 
death, whom it has hitherto be^ii the practice to fettmr, 
are not ironed; and that fetters are now no longer 
nsed, i but in extraordinary cases, at Newgate. The 
diaplain visits the prison every day; and, as required 
bf the new Act, keeps a journal which affords addi- 
tional means for making known many valuable facts and 
otoearvations that might otherwise escape attention. 
The state of the infirmary, and the remarkable health!- 
j^ess of this prison, should not be unnoticed. Hiat de- 
partment, which consists of four wards, is in excell^at 
order: the number of sick of every description, at the 
period of a recent visit, being only eleven, of whom one 
man only was confined to his bed. In the female infir- 
mary, containing three wards, there were but seven fe^ 
male patients. 

. Considerable progress has been made towards the 
ccmipletiim of the county^gaol for Norfolk; and tJie 
foundations of the new gaol for the city of Norwich are 
already finished. 

The new county-gaol at Morpeth will probably be 
^completed in about two years. It will comprdiend a 
gaol and house of correction within the same walls. 
•The prisoners in the present house of correction are 
employed on the works of the new prison, where there is 
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*a.4ttliftU toaJUmill a»cted for the puipoie of raking 
stone. 

.'I^^MDpioynentff fior the pruMMiers at Bchester oonguit 
ia- making '<dM>e8 4nd artideBof clothing tat the nae of 
tiie ffiMa: tiMjr aie also occupied in breakiiig atones 
for Ae.road^aod in tte alteratioiis goiag formod widuii 
the walls. The {irisimeis leceiye no ahane of tiuir <eara- 
iUgs; hut to those who conduct themsdves -ptop&df 
daring confinement, a sufficient sum of mooey is gvnm 
on their discharge, provided they desire the relief, in 
ocdet to carry them to tiieir respecdye homes, lie 
«se of irons was abolished on the appointment of flie 
prescfit governor. 

The county*hoose of correction at Sheptcm Mallpt 
has been cMsideraMy enlarged : two ranges x>f birfUU 
ing, with intermediale yards, comprehending twelve 
^iq[>artments, form the new part of the prison. These 
extoisive additions, together with thie erection of a 
large tread-miU building, have been completed {prin- 
cipally if not entirely by the prisoners who ai« 
employed as bricklayers, mascMQS, carpenters, ad 
{dumbers. 

Alterations have, of late, been made for the better 
classification and inspection of the prisoners in Staffoid 
gaol. Tliey are employed in heading pins for the 
Birmingham manufactory; weaving cloth, linen, blan- 
kets, and rugs ; spinning, carding, and knitting stodk- 
ings ; making shoes, shirts, and every article of dioth- 
mg for the male and female prisoners ; also in grinding 
com at the tread-mill, for the consumption of the prison 
and the lunatic asylum, and also for sale. Many aie 
also occupied at the folling-miU, and as carpenters and 
bricklayers. The men employed at the tread-mill have 
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im iMi4itfeQI(l^<»iraiiee of a quarter oC«|NMiiid of iMead 
ip Ijie, evcomgi Thefemales are ander Ae n^periatoid- 

iqpfaiidiiiiendiiig lineii^ also in cooldii(|ir tm the prisoii; 
|||€y^M|;^t9cfciog8, spta flax, y^an,wA wool, and mana- 
fyq^mfiJllt^^ ^iiardlabour'^ 

sfif0 amvl^j^ in grindii^ caflB<!|Kt'« porteUe liaiid««i]n, 
JhU^y eilpected. - fVom r^mmi tiiat haire been pablished, 
it%9n^eiPB4bat crMMa i* #iis comity are considerably di- 
minished, and ^espedally those of a serious chaiactev. 
^niere «tvi he litfie doubt but that the excellent disci- 
feline jQiliiblidied r^tibin the last two or three years m 
tibtis prison, has materially contributed towards tliese 
Ippart^ fosultd. 

• >|!he most .recent fllt^raticms in the cobstmction of the 
'PO!^lty•-gaol at JSury (Suffolk) have consisted in the 
erection of a opiuddesrable range of buUding, which con- 
4Mi|S(|n$Kmaries. In this prison are provided separate 
•departmtsats to twelve classes, exdusive of female -ptir 
•scmers, most of whom are confined in the old bridewell. 
In the autumn, the daily duration of emplojrment for the 
prisoners at the tread-wheel is nine hours : as the men 
work on the tread-wheel in the proportion of two-thirds 
on, and one-third as relays, each prisoner has three 
hours out of the nine for rest in the course of the 
day. These interrals are occupied by Ibe prisoners 
111 reading and writing: Ismail desks are fixed up 
against the front-wall of the tread-wheel shed, at 
which many of the relays are seated, some learn- 
ing .to write, others reading the scriptures or other 
books, and a few instructing the most ignorant 
This occupation is held out to the prisoners as a privi- 
lege^ by which a stimulus is occasioned and this fa- 
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VOuraMe opportanity'of obtaining instmction becomes 
prized; The govenior states liiat he has already had in- 
stances of men^wlio, by this arrangement^ have acqtdred 
the art of readingby the time that they had accomplished 
their sentence of hard labour. The introduction of this 
excell^it plan is highly praiseworthy, and it deserves 
to be universally adopted. The chaplain is in at- 
.tendance every morning by six o'clock; and reads 
prayers with the prisoners before they commence their 
.day's work. 

To the prison at Ipswich, has been recently added 
a honse of correction, and other buildings have been 
erected. 

The. county-house of correction at Beccles has lately 
uhdergone considerable improvement. The classifica- 
tion has been increased. A tread-wheel has been 
erected, and applied to the pumping of water. 

At the Surrey county-gaol,, in Horsemonger-lane, the 
general use of irons has been abolished, and other 
.ineans of security, which are likely to be far more 
•eflfectual, have been adopted.* ' 



* The Committee avul themselves of Uus occaaon to call the attenlaon of 
' the proper authorities to the present mode of conreying to prison, firom the 
several police offices in the MetropoUs, individuals committed for trial, and 
others who are merely remanded for re-examination. It is well known to be 
the practice to handcuff such persons together, and march them through tiie 
public streets, where &ey are subjected to the gaze of every idle passenger. 
Those only wlio provide themselves with a private mode of conveyance, are 
exempt firom this exposure. The iigustice is so obvious of inflicting a pidilic 
degradation on Inffiridnals, who, when committed for trial, are yet innocent 
'in tiie eye of tiie law, and on others, who, after re-examination, are often cBs- 
charged as pofoctly free firom suspidon of the alleged crime, that the Com- 
nuttee fed persuaded tiiatitis only necessary to bring the subject under the ftiU 
conrideration of those with whom the removal of the evil rests, in order to idsore 
its effiBCtual and immediate remedy. But the public exposure of imconvictcd 
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At the Warwick county-gaol the classification has 
7>een increased* Mndi benefit has been derived from 
the excellent system of labour and instruction provided 
for the juvenile prisoners. 

At York Castle preparations are making by the 
magistrates for the enlargement of the county gaol^ 
and for its general improvement in the most complete 
manner. 

The plan of the York city-bridewell is excellent ; it is 
upon the radiating form: from the governor's room the 
surrounding yards are completely inspected^ and the pri- 
soners' wards are readily accessible. Several kinds of 
handicraft-work are followed up in this bridewell, viz. 
horn-comb making, dressing and spinning flax, making 
netting, &c. ; tailors and shoemakers are also encou- 
raged to work at their trades. A tread-mill is about 
to be erected. 



jglrisoners b not confined to the occanons to which the Committee have just re- 
ferred. It has long been the custom in the county of Nfiddlesex, and in some parts 
of the country, to convey prisoners for trial, from prison to the sessions-house, 
lathe manner which has been described; and at one prison (the bridewell .in 
Totbill-fields) a party of on^ hundred prisoners were not long since handcuffed 
in pairs, chained together, and conducted from this prison through the 
crowded streets of a populous district— about a aiile dostant— to the sesslons- 
kme^ in, order to be formally set at ^ber^ by p];pGlamation. The same 
treatment is observed towards females. It is proper to state that the ma- 
gistrates of Surrey have provided a covered caravan for the conveyance 
of prisoners to the sesaons-house ; a plan that is Attended with but smaU 
expense, and which might, it is respectfiilly suggested, be generally adopted 
in the conveyance of prisoners. Prisoners sentenced to transportation, on thmr 
removal from prisons ui the country, are often fettered in a manner that no 
ordinary drcumstaaces can justify. A shamefol instance of this nature, in 
the «ase of a female prisoner from Gardigani is relfUed in the Appendix. 
page 54. 
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It is with feelings df peculiar pleasure that the 
Committee advert to the great utility of Female Asso* 
ciations in visiting prisons. The Ladies, who havd 
with so much honour to tbemsehres^ and benefit t6 the 
criminal, visited Newgate, continuo their labours with 
unabated perseverance. There ia in the conduct of th^ 
plans so much of quiet feeling and unobtrusive gooA- 
ness — so much that fshxms publicity and avoids praise — 
that but few are fully acquafiated with the eflScacy of 
flieii* labours, and the ext^t of their bmevolesroe; 
Never, perhaps, was there exhibited a m«rre striki&g 
iKtfstration of the power of kiBdness than has beeii 
evinced by their exertions to itti9trnct th^ ignoiairt and 
reclaim the guilty, ttlit a few yearii h4Ve elapsed shies 
it was pers#na]iy dangero«» for the visitor of Ifewglite 
to pass through the female part of that pris6n; 'Whltt 
a contrast does the present state of Newgate now pre- 
sent! Idleness, dissipation, and licentiousness, have 
been succeeded by industry, order, andrestmint. 

During the last year, the ladies have continued their 
attention to the convicts embarked for New Sofkth 
Wales. For this purpose the ships are on theiir 
equipment visited regularly by the members of the 
association: airangefo^ts' are made by them <m bostftf 
these vessels for the formation of schools for the moral 
and religious instruction of Hie prisoners on the voyage. 
Hiey are famished wifti suitable clothing and othbi* 
necessaries ; and tlie means of anployment are provided 
for them in the msotijfscthre of ^ch articles asr hard' a 
ready sale abroad, the produce of which, on their arrival 
at the colony, is applied to their relief. 
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Great benefits have resulted from One formation of 
Ladies' Associations in various parts of the kingdom. 
At the house of correction at Liverpool^ the female 
prisoners are employed under the superintendence of 
a Ladies' Committee, and the profits are applied to the 
aid of those whose good conduct has entitled them. 
Oil their discharge, to the confidence of the Committee. 
All the prisoners in this large prison are now clothed 
in dresses, the making of which, together with the bed- 
ding, 8cc. forms a considerable source of employment 
for the female convicts. Reports of a like encouraging 
nature have been received from female associations at 
Bedford, Bristol, Carlisle, Colchester, Derby, Dumfries, 
Durham, Exeter, Glasgow, Lancaster, Nottingham, 
Plymouth, York, and other places. 

It will be seen, on reference to the new Prison Aet, 
that an important amendment has taken place in the 
state of the law relative to the treatment of female 
prisoners, who are in future to be placed under the ex* 
elusive superintendence of female officers. This salu- 
tary provision must necessarily be productive of the 
best results. The excellent objects contemplated by 
(he measure wbuld, however, be materially facilitated, 
were a plan adopted of collecting into one prison the 
women at present dispersed in two or more prisons in 
tte Slime county, by which means the classification laid 
down by the Act might strictly be enforced, without im- 
pdi^ing the puinisbment of solitary confinement, which, 
owing to the ssaM number of females in custody at 
cme time in various prisons, must frequently be the 
case. Another advantage would be derived from 
the concentration into one prison of all the female 
prisoners of a county : besides much saving of expense 
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from the diminished number of prison officers^ the ap- 
pointment of the matron, in the proper selection of 
If horn so mnch depends, would become more valuable, 
and might on that account be expected to be filled by a 
person of superior qualifications. 

^ The Association for the Improvement of Prison 
IKscipline in Ireland/' ccmtinue their useful labours 
^th the best effects. To their unwearied efibrts may^ 
in a great measure, be attributed much of the attention 
which the subject of prison discipline has received 
from the Irish public. 

Since the publication of the last Report an arrange- 
ment of great importance has taken place, as it affects 
the improvement of prison-discipline in Ireland. The 
inspectors-general of the prisons^ in Ireland * haye en- 
tered on their duties, and published a Report contain'* 
ing a variety of information of flie highest value relative 
to the state of the several gaols, accompanied, by 
observations which clearly evince the just views they 
^itertain on the subject of pris<m discipline. From the 
continuance of the intelligent labours of these respect^ 
able public officers, Ireland cannot fail to derive very 
essential benefits. Copious extracts from their esi-T 
cellent Report, to which the Committee earnestly 
desire to draw the public attention, are given in the 
Appendix. 

It will be seen that in the norttiem district of Ireland, 
the only new prisons are at Roscommon and Sligo. 

In Monagfaan, Longford, Leitrim, and Londondeny, 
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• Major ?almer. Inspector 6f (be North District of Irdand. 
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new gaols .are building, and likely to be soon oc- 
oapied« 

Additions are making to the gaols at lifford and 
Omagh. 

The prisons at Camckfergus, Annagh, and Dondalk 
have also undergone alteration. 
- : In the soathem district^ the only connty gaols erected 
on approved plans are those at Galway, Ennis^ and 
Ifimeriek. The latter in particular, it is said, exhitnts 
an ext^Ilent specimen of prison architecture. 
^ A convenient house of correction has been erected 
atWaterford. 

A new house of conrection has been added to' the 
county-^gaol at Cork. The gaol belonging to this city 
is built on- a large scale, and is described as affording 
the means of classificalicm, and a separate cell at night 
to eaeh prisoner. 

Seme useful amendments are about to take place in 
the prison at Wexford. 

( Hhe 81st section of the Irish Pris<Mi Act authoriases 
the estaMishment of bridewells in situations remote 
from the countjf^gaol, and for the custody of offmdeni 
ijs the district in wl^ch such bridewells are erected. 
The advantage, Jhowev^r, of this plan is not likely, in 
tiie opinion ^ the inspectors-general, to be realized 
a» gtsnevally as could be wished. '' It is very obvious^*' 
observes the Report, ** that certain difficulties must 
atHnd fbe estitbliahment, and consequently much cau- 
tion shchold be used in the selection of such bride* 
wells. These difficulties principally arise from the 
necessity of drawing off from the county-gaol a portion 
of the aseal and attention of the friends of prison disci- 
Idine in:the county, and applying it to the majnagement 



of. a aecoiid prisoq, wbicb .would become a public evil> 
if not conducted on suck principles as tend to raod^r 
cpnfinement conducive to moral improvement. It Jbas 
not^ therefore^ been suggested to his ExcelleniDy to 
apipoint more than tw0 situation^; m whidb^ ibm system 
is to be adopted." 

. The state of the smaller bridewells in Irelwd is 
4e3ari^ed as being in general vmy: dq)lojrable. In tbe 
South District, ca^e^ have corner withiti tb^ kno^^le^g^' 
of the inspectors-general^ of persons; who were looked; 
up for days without food; in oxoose foif^wbicb the 
keeper stated that he had produced to the grcMUd p9^, at 
two successive adsijEosr his charge for bread liUsAribuled 
to the jpirispnerd, and that tha charge wa^tr^ected,: it' 
appears also that menlia^cbieen.lQcked up |or:t|ie mgbj^' 
ilKi &k^ 9ame ceU with women .of i infiWiQus cbaracter. : 
The inspectors-general declare their dfcideflioplBJ^ll^ 
Hf^t the. number of. Hunor prisons is U)^,.ff£Ba,U ^j 
have therefore submitted to his.J^qeUepcji t]|^;i(^Q9^t 
Lietttenaaty ti^ mmep of several: w]^ch> jsi ^eir Qpinrfn^ 
might bB wi^ad^i^^ti^e ikboUs^^d. Witbw^»€($ittta the 
otbor^brideii^U&^.the in#pectpi^Srgeneral.b%ye. submitted 1 
to the jfran^ juries tb^t jestimate^- aUouJ^d foe^fpnned fwr 
iM]s;in|; $ach alterati«t&3 in (be .buildimg^ as wiQ f^d«r 
tbefn^ aa fsyr :as is ^uraotieablei conform{^bie> tQ X$iw.' It i^^ 
in cQ9te<<iplation to discobtimie^ five prisons m ibecoualy 
of: Cork ;: in Keny^ four; ift TippeRaary^/at Jea^t fouf!;x 
andy in the coimty of Idmeriek> the grCKhd. juiy bfkv&ceof^ 
cuxted: in' opinion with the inspectors»fgen^al thi^t sev^i^ 
bridewells out of tiiirteen>now sti{^p<^rted by th^ comity, 
should be thua abolished By at|te]ation to these and 
other judicious) aJorangement^ it may be hope4 <%^^ 
of an unneoe^yEWQK^ <nuiltb€9r 0^^ sii^all' 
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iMtdly condaoted, a flafflcient number of eflBbient and 
creditable places of confinement will be erected. The 
inspectors-general observe^ that '' in the committal* of 
prisoners to these smaller bridewells^ great irregularities 
have bcdurred^ both in the manner of Ibeir being lodged 
in gaol, and discharged in many cases without a 
written committal, or: any record either of the cause of 
their confinement, or ground of their release. These, 
and many other evils attendant upon these bridewells, 
are now in course of correction by the establishment of 
quarteily returns of prisoners committed, in which the 
history di each case will be fairly brought before the 
gOYetamsmt, and the supply of food to the pauper pri- 
soners isecured^ under efficient cheeks, without the delay 
or fiacertainl^ of waiting ibr county presentments." The 
law has placed the inspection of these bridewells 
undet did care of the parochial clergy within the re- 
spdbtiTB: parities; and it is gratifying to learn that tbe 
greatesir^ willingness and zeal have been evinced, on 
their pacl^ to execute this truly 'Christian office. 

Thfrinspectovs^gbneral. report, in wann terms of ap- 
piobatidn, on die: progress that baft been made in estld^ 
lishjiig sfikoolB in priso^i ISiey state tiiat m v^ 
ftnt pHscM]^ has a system of insiriiction not been 
establnhed; ^^ and those instances only have occurred 
in prisoni in wbich a general negligence on the part of 
t]ie ofBcefs, imd a disgraceful state of disorder in the 
wlu^ interior economy of the prison, are also to be 
complained' of. But, in general, male schools are es- 
tablished ; and' in some of the gaols the progress both 
in the religious a|id literary instruction of the prisoners, 
has been such aQ to prove, beyond the possibility of 
d^lH, that the most serious benefits and blessings to 
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society are to be hoped tot from the enconmgemeiit of 
this truly benevolent and interesting branch of- inoSero 
prison improvement/' 

III adverting to the Foreign objects which have 
engaged the attention of the Committee dnrmg the past 
year, there is great reason to congratulate the friends 
of the Institntion, on the progress of its views- and 
principles through various parts of the continent of 
Europe. 

The Committee have. been honouf^ witii a communi- 
cation from His Majesty's Government Bt> Hanover^ 
soliciting information on the disicipline and constmc- 
tion of prisons. In compliance with this T&qnj&st, they 
have' forwarded copies of their publications, together 
with the model and plans of a penitentiary. . 

From the kingdom of Bavaria^ ths Committee hK$if^ 
received a B4eport, addressed to them by Count Dit . 
BfiiGBRSBBBG, minister of -justice at Munich; by 
which it appears that dnce the former corvespdndenee 
of the Committee widi .the Bavarian Govenimeiil^lifte 
administration of ^istice in that kingdcnn, Ima be- 
cone tihe femfaijeet of officii inquiiy. Two Reptoits; of 
considerable lengthy have been drawn up by the Minister 
df Justice^ and laid before the King ; in cpnseqttenee 
of : which a royal ordannance has been issued^ for ^' 
employmtot of persons confined in the'iNrispns df Sif ^ 
Majesty's dominions* In this interesting documeM: ; it- 
is stat^ that the most beneficial (^ectshad r^stilted^ 
hoiks in a. moral and political point of view^ : from the 
employment of prisoners. And, with a view of rei^r 
dering tibese benefits more e3i;teiunvely useful, a code 
of general instructions has been iQnmed for theesta^ 



blisluiiMl of a regular systeta of occupation for pri- 
soners of every description. The Conunittee refer with 
great plea$are to a copy of this paper^ inserted in die 
Appendix. 

His Majesty the King of Wnrtemberg has honoured 
the Conunittee with a second communication, in which 
His Majesty expreisses hii^ earnest desire to co-ope- 
rate in promoting thia objects contemplated by this 
Society. 

Dr. Frederick Holst^ the medical inspector of 
prisons at Christiana, who visited England in 1820, 
and who ' attended the weekly meetings of the Com- 
mittee when in London at that period, has recently 
published an interesting work, dedicated to the King 
of Sweden, intituled, " Reflections on the New Britidii 
Prisons, especially with regard to the necessity of an 
amelioration in the treatment of Prisoners in Norway.'' 
In this publication Dr. Holst has entered into a re- 
view of this Societsr's labours in England since its 
formation, and of the extension of prison-improvement 
in Russia, France, and Germany. In Norway, the pri- 
sons are stated to be of two classes; tiiose under civil, 
and those under military authority. The civil prisons 
consist of '' houses of restraint or correction," and 
''houses of work." The former of these are very defective 
indeanlinessand'Salubrity, and disease is consequently 
frequent. Murderers, thieves, and minor offenders, 
are placed together in the same prison with lunatics 
and idiots. There is no employment, nor space allowed 
for exercise ; and the prisoners have a daily a^owance 
in money, which they expend with the gaoler for food 
and spirituous liquors. Constant riot and disorder 
are thus excited, which are usually followed by the 
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confinement of the offenders in chains. ^^ The houses, of 
work'" are very badly constructed, and are only four in 
number.^ The prisons under military authority are deno- 
minated "Houses of Arrest" and "Houses of Slavery:'' 
these are chiefly in fortified places. The "Houses of 
Slavery'* are for men c<mvicted of the most heinous of- 
fences: they are kept at hard labour either in the fortifi- 
cations or in the cities, where they«re attended by a mili- 
tary guard, and wear fetters on their legs. Their ptinish- 
ment consists in flogging, wearing additional irons, and 
coBfinement in solitary dungeons, where they are 
fastened to the ground* Dr. HoL«t's'liibourshavebeeD 
employed in demonstratang the policy of reforming the 
present system of jp^ison-tegulatidn, and flie necessoty 
for constructing more Suitable places of confiiiCTEient : 
The Magistrates have Idzeady resolved on the erection 
of a new city^aol at CShristiatta. 

In Sweden, also, improvements are in progress, in 
consequence of a representation ina:de to the government 
by Baron MannBRiIsim, Minister of Justice. 

His Royal Highness Prince Christiain Fsbdrric 
of Denmark, during his visit to England last yeaar, vms 
inade acquainted with the Society's objects, and for- 
nished with its Reports and Publications; and His 
Royal Highness has stated his readiness to extend the 
principles which it is its aim to diffuse. In Denmaii^, 
the subject of prisoip discipline was first brought into 
notice by Dr. Henderson, well known by his inde- 



* A nngolar custom prevails of sending individuals who have not received 
confirmation, to these prisons for catechetical instruction: about twenty 
young persons are usually in confinement for this offtnoe, and g<enerdly in 
association ^th various criminalist. 



fifttigaMe exerdons in tlnrcirculation of the holy Scrip- 
tures ; and it has since been kept alive in the public 
mind by ffie enlightened zeal of Dr. How ess, Medical 
liMpectbr of' the Prisons at Copenhagen, with whom 
soikie judicious improvements have originated. 

-The Russian Prison Society continues to pursue 
its import^mt objects^' A spacious building (erected 
by the Empress Cathsbinb after (he plan of Howard, 
and hitherto used as an hospital for twelve hundred 
seamen) has> during the last year> been converted into 
a prison calculated to insure proper classification 
and employment : for the latter object a tread-mill 
is to be erected. All the prisons of the capital have 
been placed under the superinteqdence of the St. Pe^ 
tersburgh Prison Society. The prisoners are now 
iumished with clothing, food, and medical attend- 
ance; baths are introduced, and attention is paid 
to the cleanliness and ventilation of the buildings. 
.The number of the sick has decreased one-half in 
three years. 'A law has passed for reducing the 
weight of irons worn by prisoners throughout the 
emjpire. Criminals sentenced to - exile in Siberia have 
now an allowance of clothing suitable to the change 
of climate : the heavy chains worn during their jour- 
ney have been changed for others of a less painful 
description, agreeably to a pattern which the Committee 
sent out ; and femah convicts have been altogether 
exempted from this species of restraints The Ladies' 
Association, under the influence of the Princess 
Mestchersky, persevere in their benevolent labours.* 



* In tiiie last automn, a female was confined for a d^t of 310 roubles in 
the town-prison of Petersbnrgh, where the only meaniof sabnstence for 
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The proceedings of the Auxiliary Prison Society at 
Orel (on the frontiers of Siberia) deserve especial 
notice. When the priscMis of this district were yi* 
sited by the Committee at that place, two yea^ 
ago, they were found in a very deplorable condition. 
The prisoners were crowded together; fil&y, half- 
naked, and in heavy irons; the sick .nnattended to; 
the allowance of food barely sufficient to support life; 
and the greatest part of the prisoners in a state of 
the darkest ignorance and the grossest vice. /The 
condition of the prisons being represented to the Arch- 
bishop of Orel, much earnestness was evinced by that 
distinguished prelate in alleviating. the. wretchedness of 
the prisoners — a labour which was not effected until h^ 
had himself inspected a)l the prisons within his diocofse. 
Order and cleanliness have consequently been intror 
dnced. The prisoners are classed ; the sick.* have 
medical attendance ; instruction has been proyided ; 
they are furnished with the scriptures, and a building 
is set apart for religious services. The good effi^ts 
of this change have been felt in a variety of ways ; amd 
especially in the reformation of morals, and the deer €4i^ 
of the number of sick, which has been reduced toafowrth 
part {fits previous amount. 

The exertions of the Russian Prison Society hare 
also been conspicuous in relieving the distresses of 
convicts on their journey to Siberia. Iq: the last, year 



kerself and her two young daaghters, was the scanty allowance furnished 
by her creditor. When the extreme distress of this fiunily was represented ta 
die odie^ females m the prison, they generously resolved to give up tbmr pcnn- 
tion of earnings, untii the amomit was snffideni to rdease the ol^ect of ^tmr 
generous sympathy. This was shortly effected, and the mother iai4iClaldreii^ 
W9n afterwardi provided for by the bounty of tha Ladies* Coouaitt^. ^ 



sei^m thousand prisoners passed through the tUy of Orel 
in their way thither;, who in a greater or less degree 
partook of ihat Society's bounty, in clothing, food, and 
medical attendance. 

The Auxiliary Societies at Cronstadt, Archangel^ 
and Vologda^ continue to be actively engaged. In 
some prisons employments have been introduced with 
grelit success^ and a gradual progress has been made 
toward^ the establishment of order and discipline. Nor 
have these encouraging examples been without imita- 
tion. In many of the principal cities of the empire^ 
application has been made to the proper authorities for 
leave to visit the prisons for the like purposes of bene- 
volence. 

In Fi*ance^ several useful Publications have appeared^ 
which, shew that the state and improvement of the pri- 
sons in that kingdom have excited much interest, and 
are likely soon to attract a still further share of the 
public attention. 

In the Netherlands, a correspondence has been entered 
into witii some distinguished members of the State. 
From the strong desire which has been manifested at 
Amsterdam to promote the amendment of prisons, the 
Committee are led to anticipate the speedy formation 
of a Society fOif this purpose in that city. 

It is highly satisfactory to state that prisons, in con- 
formity witti plans recommended by this Committee, are 
now building in several of the cantons of Switzerland. 
An intelligent architect has recently been sent to thi^ 
kingdom by the council of state at Geneva, expressly 
for the purpose of conferring with the Committee, in 
order to obtain the best information on the subject of 
prison construction. '"^^X 

) 
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In the coarse of the last year, the Ck>iiiiidttee have 
eontinued to extend essential relief to distressed boys, 
on their discharge from the prisons of the metropolis, 
who haT0 expressed a desire to abandon their criminal 
courses. There are few situations of such entire 
destitution as that of a boy thus circumstanced. His 
character is lost : friendless and without protection, 
he has ho means of obtaining employment, or of 
{MTOcuring subsistence. It is not long since that eight boys 
ware released on the same day from Newgate. The Court 
had sentenced them to be flogged; and the sent^[ice was, 
as usual, carried into effect on the day of their discharge. 
The boys were then immediately turned into the streets 
with their backs sore from the flagellation, and in such 
a state that two of them who were received by the 
Committee into the ^' Temporary Refuge/' were obliged, 
immediately on their admission, to be placed in the in- 
firmary ; one of them, a lad of fifteen, having received 
seventy lashes.* Difficult as it at all times is for a 
destitute boy, discharged from confinement, to obtain a 
situation, how much is that difficulty increased under 
circumstances so degrading to the character of the in- 
dividual; for, laying aside other considerations, who, 
the Committee ask, would receive into his service a lad 
bearing in his person the stigma of guilt and the effect 
of punishment — and whose want of strength, occasioned 
by that punishment, necessarily disables him, for a time 
at least, from obtaining a livelihood by honest industry ? 

— * J . HI I ■ I I ■ . - I ■ 

* It 18 but justice to the gOTernor of Newgate to state tbat in eafotciiig 
this pimishmeatlie was amply in the, execution of his duty, and that it was in 
consequence of his humane intercesaon, that the Committee reoeiTed the 
lads into the " Temporary Refuge." 
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Limited as have been the funds of this institution, it 
hais been happily instrumental in saving a considerable 
number of youths, who, on their liberation, were in 
tirgent want. Tiie Committee can now look round with 
pleasure on many who are variously settled, and con- 
ducting themselves exemplarily. But for the care 
thus extended, these lads must inevitably have recurred 
to criminal practices for support In the " Temjiorary 
Refuge'' they are trained up in habits of industry, in- 
structed in moral and religious duty, and after a time 
are provided with suitable situations. There is a 
great similarity in the histories of the individuals 
admitted into this asylum: but the following Cases 
of a few of the lads who have within the last year been 
relieved, will coiavey a general idea of the circum- 
stances which have contributed to form the habits of 
criminal youth. 

. . J.W.—BQed seventeen 5 both his parents are dead : was in se- 
veral situations as an errand boy, but having stolen some articles 
from a neighbour of his master*s, he was tried at the Old Bailey, 
and sentenced to six months imprisonment in the House of 
Correction. He behaved so well when in gaol, tbat the governor 
recommended him to the favourable notice of the Prison Disci- 
pline Society, and his conduct, whilst in the '^ Temporary Refiige,*' 
bore testimony to the good report whidi was given of him. 
He is now in the permanent Establishment, in the shoeniaki^rs* 
department, and liis conduct is quite satis&ctory. Had not this 
asylum been opea tb him, he must in all probability have been 
driven by want to the further commission of crime. 

D.G. — aged nineteen $ his father. Who was a soldier; has been 
dead seven years : his mother earns hei' living by charing* This 
lad was in service for some time, but unhappily became/oc- 
quainted with a dissipated young man, whose evU example he 
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soon foDowed: he wad introduced to women of bad cfaatacter, 
and by- them to tbek male associates^ who soon taught Mm' 
haw to raise mone j by robbing his master. For this ofience he was 
af^prehended and brought to trials but the master not bdng able 
to prove the theft^ he was of course discharged. He now entered 
regularly into a gang, and for three years supported himself by 
crime. During this period, he was often confined in ClerVen- 
well, Tothill-fields, and Cold Bath-fields, and was twice tried; 
the last time for housebreaking. On . being discharged from 
prison^ he solicited admission into the ''Temporary Refuge,*' 
because, to use his own words, '' he began to ihmk thiit Ms course 
of life was a bad one, and he had heard fhat crinmals, if ever so 
deep in crime, would be received if penitent, and would have tJie 
means of reform,** He is now in the permanent EstabUshment 
as a shoemaker, and conducts himself very well. 

G. M.S. — aged fifteen : the parents of this lad reside in London/ 
but he was allowed by them to remain in utter ignorance; and 
when admitted, he could neither read nor write. After havitag* 
been for a short time at sea, and subsequently on shore with an 
unde, who maintained him until his own circumstances were re- 
duced, he became] acquainted with some boys, by whom he was 
prevailed upon to rob his fether; For this he was prosecuted ; 
and on his discharge from prison, was received into this asylum. 
He is npw a shoemaker in the permanent Establishment, and 
gives great satisfaction, 

J. R. — aged seventeen; the father of this lad deserted bis 
family about ten years ago, and the mother endeavoured to '6Arn 
a livelihood for herself and her children by going out as a niHM. 
In consequence of this, he was left almost entirely to himself 
fit>m a very early age. He was employed as a pot-boy at seve* 
ral public-houses, and subsequentiy as an errand-boy by a re^ 
spectable tradesman : while in this last situation, he became 
connected with several lads, who seduced him from his master*^ 
service^ and instructed him in picking pockets, &c.- He6cm^ 
timisd in this miserable course of life for about eight or nioe 
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months^ and was confined nineteen weeks in Tothill-fields 
bridewell* After rexiaaining three months in die " Temporary 
Refqge/* he was admitted into the pennancnt Establishment, 
where he is learning the trade of a tailor, and cmiduetB himsdf 
in such a way as to give good hopes that; on his return into the 
world, he will become an useful and re^iectable man. 

D. M. — aged eighteen 5 was for four years in the navy and 
merchants' service. The ship in winch he served being wrecked, 
he came tq London> and renewed his aequaintance with thvee 
old acboolfeUows, who maintained themselves by robbery. For 
twelve months he remuned at large, pursuing his career of 
guilt and infamy: being at length detected, he was confined in 
jMison for a short time. Qn his discharge, he solicited admisskm 
into the " Temporary Refuge,** and was not rejected: at this 
time two of his companions in wickedness were under sentence 
of death, and one had been transported. He is now in the per- 
manent Establishment, learning the trade of a shoemak^, and 
there is. ei^ery reason to hope, from his uniform good conduct, 
that he.is a reformed character. 

W. S. — ^aged fifteen ; this lad used to assist his fother, who is 
g^ener to a gentleman in the west of England, and was subse* 
qaently apprenticed to a cabinet-maker* He imfortunately be- 
came intimate with some bad characters in the town in which 
he Jived, and was induced by them to join in committing' pietty 
depredations. Being dismissed fh>m his master's service, he 
was detected in robbing a butcher's shop, for which he was sen- 
tenced to eight months imprisonment. He was recommended 
by the gentksnan who em^doyed his father to the '^'Temporary 
Refuge,*' in which he remained eight months. He is now le- 
atored to his- parents, ^BA conducts himself with the strictest 
honesty and integrity. 

F. P. — aged twenty ; a native of Fort William, Bengal. Had 
been for some time in Eqgland, and being out of employment, 
beoame destitute : he. stole some money in a pubhc^house where 
be. lodged; was sentenced to three months imprisonment, end 
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to be floggi^. On being difldiafged, he' applied for 

and remaiued in the '' Temporary. Refiig^ '* for eight inonibs j 

during Dtfhieh'period he learned to read and write^.and was very^ 

d^airotis to be instnicted in the Christian religion. He went- 

again to India about «ight months ago« at his own i^uest^ thQ 

Committee havings after some difficulty^ procured for him a 

passage. 

G* M. P.-— aged nineteen; this young man's &ther has be^ 
dead upwards of twdre years : his mother is a poor woman 
who earns her maintenance by mangling: he lived at one timb 
as an errand-boy with a butcher, and afterwards went to sea, and. 
twice to the West Indies, where one of his l^s was much 
injured. On his return to England, being unaMe to work 
he was very destitute 5 he soon became acquainted with bad 
duuracters: he has been three times in prison for sundry acts 
of th^. He was received from Coldbatfa-fields prison into 
the '' Temporary Refuge,'* where he remained eight months, 
and through his good conduct was admitted into the permaneot 
Establishment. He has made considerable progress as a; shoe* 
maker, and is now apprenticed, and doing well. 

W. I. — ^aged fourteen 3 this boy's father has been dead several 
years, and his mother has three younger children to support by 
her own industry: he became connected with a gang of young 
thieves in Westminster, and having stolen some wearing appaidl, 
was committed to Tothill-fields bridewell; from whence he came 
to *' the Tempowtty Refage,'* and has since been admitted into 
the permanent Establishment. For some time after he becpme 
ah inmate of ''the Reftige" he was very troublesome, and 
would haVe absconded had he not been strictly watbhedv TIks 
system pursued, however, at length overcame his bad habits 
and disposition, and he is now remarkably correct in his conduct. 
He is receiving instruction as a shoemaker. 

A. A. — aged twenty-two 3 had been for many a years a groom in 
several families of the highest respectabili^j but being for sonie 
timeout of a situation, be became destitute, and stole a box-coat 
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from a ;gieatIeiQa&*8 stable: he. .was sent tp Newgate^ and 
senftenoed to six months impriaomnent in the house of cor*, 
rectiott in Coldbath-fields. Having lost his character^ he had 
na means of suj^porting himself honestly : he a{^[riiied for ad-> 
mission into the ^^ Temporary Refuge^*' where he remained lor 
abonit six ikionths, aiid conducted himself so much to the wishes 
ofvthe Committee^ that he was recommended to the service of a 
geaattleman^ with whom he remains^ giving great satisfaction* 

F.R.— aged sixteen : his father and mother are both dead^ and 
the only relation he ha3. alive is a step-mother. He was a pot* 
boj in several public-hoiasesd He became acquainted with some 
joang tbieves^ whom he joiaed^ «id was. very expert in picking 
podkets^ One of hia intimate companions was hanged for 
ftiigery^ and seven of them were transported. He seemed to 
have been an adepts in every species of crime. He applied &r 
admission into the Refuge-— confessed in very candid terms lus 
manner'ol lifie— rand said that if he was refusal admission he had 
no means of pursuing an honest livelihpod^ as his character was 
notoriously bad* He waa seven moaths in the '^ Temporary 
Refuge/' and is now ia the pecmalient Establishment, learn- 
ing to be a shoemaker. Never did any young man ^ve greater 
proo& of the sincerity of his desire to do well, than this lad has 
done since his admission. 

J.W. — aged eighte^i: he was turned out of doors by his 
fiUher, and was about: a year on the town subsisting on the 
produce of his thefb : he has been confined twice ia Newgate, 
After having been for some months in the ^^ Temporary Refiige,** 
be was admitted into the permanent Estafolishmeyitj firom which 
he wa»4|)prenticed to a shoemaker^ and he is now conducting 
himself with great propriety. 

The Committee have continued to afford assistance 
to young women similarly circumstanced. The foUow- 
ing Cases ajce sonojoig those who have been received into 
the "Temporary Kei^e/' 



96 

S; W. — ymtB an orphan $ iooo after the ileath of her parento^ 
afae obtained a dtuatkm ag servant in Wiapping^ but upon the 
£iilure o£her master she was rendered totally destitute^ and was 
soon apppehended for pledging a doak/ and sent to Cdldbath- 
fields jnison for a year. 

A. L. — ^was sent by her parents from Ireland in order to pro* 
cure a situation as a servant in London. She had two 
places : in thelast^ she robbed a lodger in the house of her 
master, of some valuable pr<^)erty. ^he was committed to 
Newgate> and sentenced to six months imprisonment. 

A. W.-— was deserted by her parents when she was very youngs 
and was brought up by the parish $ from the work-house she 
was put to service^ but preferring a vicious course of life^ riie 
escaped from the house of her mistress^ and in about a year 
afterwards was omimitted for robbing her lodgings. 
■ S.B.—^was brought iq> respectably by her parentSj and was bjT 
(ihem placed in service : she passed from one servitude to 
another^ and at last was reduced to the necessity of getting her 
living in a Ibdgiitg by washing for ships -, in this situation she 
robbed her employers j and was sentenced to six months im* 
prtsonmenc. ... i 

E.B. — was brought up byher parrots^ and placed in service 
vi^en she was very young ^ she was soon tired <^ restraint^ and 
left her master*s house : during the space of two years she has 
Mved; in wretchoifaieBS and vice, and was apprehended for robbing 
her lodgings. , .- .^ 

M* A. H.; — ^her mother is a woman of a very bad diaraeter : 
the girl vras, af^renticed by a parish to a dress-maker> whom 
c(he repeatedly robbed, and .was at length i^prehended and -s^it 
by the {H*eaiding Magistrate to '^ the Refuge.** 

A. D. — ^was- brought up by her parents in Shropshire *, she was 
sent to London and placed in service ; she was dismissed from 
the last place she lived in, because her master was about to re-* 
move to a distance : ishe became totally destitute, and w«s 
committed to prisoti for robbing hei' lodgings, - 
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A.B. wnB reoeired into iht ''Tflmporarjr Refage*' ahmt tlure* 
yeans ago; Sh^ hiul bete imprfs^med a twdTemonth for an Ml 
iof dishonesty while ia service. Upon being diadiaiged, she was 
placed in this Asylum^ where she remained fi>r a year> and 
conducted herself uniformly well. A situation was then ob- 
tained for her, in which she gained the approbation of her 
mistress by her good behavioor. Here she remained for oeaily 
two years, at the expiration of which she was married to a 
very respectable yomig man, and is now living creditably. 
When her mistress parted with her, she applied at *^ the Refoge** 
for another servant to simply her place, saying, that she had 
aever been served so wdl, as by this young woman. 

Tbe Committee are parsttaded^ that were thd bM6» 
ficial effects of the " Temportay Reftige'* genciirallf 
known, funds wonld not be wantiti^ to enable them to 
extend tite relief they now so inadequately affi^rd. It 
is with considerate rehictaiico Hiat they ar^ compelled 
again to urge on public Uberalf^ly the low stale of tinA 
finances ; but on the success of their appeal, the piW^ 
pects of the Society, and especially the further TCJbef df 
^distressed boys, materially depend, fia extending slip- 
fiort to this object, every contributor will be peifMaiffi|; 
n real and snbstantiai good: nor will Ike remilt of tik 
l>enevolence be local and partial. He will confix ttMt 
tatHj an individual, but a national beneflt. A fftfkA 
population is a mighty mass, of which, by constttift 
agitafion, tbe particles continui^ undergo retiio^fid 
and change. WhtBA takes place in any part, must iB&i^ 
or less affect the whole ; and every «k$n!ie pvelHmted!, 
and every offender reclaimed, is a valuable contribution 
to the public stock of virtue, security, and happiness* 
In addition to the charges attendant oil the '^Tem- 

/ 
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ponary Refuge,'' oAet heavy espouses are necessarily 
incurred for tiie purposes of the Society, in the engraving 
of plans, the preparation of models, and the printing of 
publications on prison discipline. 

To a distingaished supporter and Vice-president of 
the Institution — the Right Revef^nd the Lord Bishop 
of C!hester — the Committee feel highly indebted for his 
having powerfolly and successfully advocated from the 
p»ulpit the claims of the Society;— ra favour which the 
'Committee b^ leave to acknowledge with cordial g^- 
'titude and respect * 

The usefulness of the Committee would, during the 
past year, have been seriously limited, but for the 
receipt of donations as unexpected as they have be^i 
lS>eralj and which have materially reduced the balance 
which existed to a considerable amount against the 
Society* Among these donations stands foremost — and 
•the CcHEomittee reanrd the obligation with sincere plear 
4Riie*--a munificent subscription firom Calcutta, where 
'4h6 objects of the Society have excited great interest 
With that attachment to the institutions of thdr nati^sie 
-country, which distinguishes Englishmen resident iu a 
^^Nreign dime, a liberal subscription of upwards of three 
•ijffindred pounds has been raised on behalf of this So- 
Kaety* To Charles Lushington, Esq. member of 
4|be council of Calcutta, the Committee feel particadasly 
'indebted for his handsome^xertions upon this occasion^ 
'Mid lo 'himself, and his benevolent fhends, they beg to 
tender this public tribute of their thanks. 



. * A Mmon'was preached by his Lordship, in Bedford Chapel, on Sunday, 
May 25, 1823, for the benefit of the Society. It has been published at the 
reqiiest of the Committee. 
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It has been highly creditable to the cause of {Hfiaon* 
improvement, that, in the discussiiMis which it hat 
elicited, its character has not suffered by inaccvraey 
of statement, nor its success been impeded by intenqpe* 
rate seal. In revealing *' the secrets of the prison-house/' 
there has been no desire to exaggerate^ or *^ set down 
aught in malice/' Neither have political opinions or 
party sseal interrupted the progress of good feeling. 
Members of the Legislature, habitually opposed to each 
other on most public questions, have united in the earnest 
prosecution of this excellent work; and however 
England may have incurred, and to a certain extent 
Inay stiil incur, the disgrace of supporting Public 
Establishments calculated to aggravate distress and 
multiply crime, she is now honourably and ardently 
engird in rescumg her fEune from the too just reproadl^ 
and may at no. distant period present her prisons as 
models for imitation. 

' It would indeed be surprising — and Car from desif- 
able— 4hat such important changes as those which have 
i>een recently witnessed in the management of prisons, 
should be allowed to proceed, without producing con<- 
siderable discussion, and challenging some opposition* 
It is alleged that too much comfort is paid to the 
situation of prisoners, who are allowed to fare infinitely 
better than thousands of the honest and industriow 
poor at large. The Committee would ask in what Ais 
superiority consists ? It wUl be answered, in (he pos- 
session of food, clothing, and lodging. — ^^It is adndtbed, 
and deeply is it to be deplored, that there are fliose 
who, notwithstanding the utmost exercise of industry, 
can, at times, scarcely obtain subsistence for themselves 
and families. But will it be maintained that all the 



emSKimgB of the hcmest labourer are> witiiout any tie-r 
eeAsity, to be suited upon the prisoner? If the de- 
ptivatioii of a qnantity of food soffident to snistam 
healthy be jtiMifiable, then the inflictioa of sickness and 
disease ase iegitfanate pumishments^ and the prmci{»le 
of lortare may at ooooe be recognised. The Committee 
ifoald ask if the criminal oaght to be .denied cIothing> 
beoann tte viftnons and industrioas are often unable 
to protnre it; or, would it be allowable to intiodnoe 
into prisons trades, the porsuitof which tends to impair 
health and abridge life, because sudk occupations are 
Willmgly fbllowed by hundreds of ti» poor at largef 
The food> dotinng, and lodging of a. prisoner shoold 
be, and goierally are, rc^gulated timidjr with refeiw 
(Qaee to the means necessary for the support of healtii. 
l%is Is not iadttlgence-^it is simply justice c any idlow^ 
aace beyond this would miquestiflnably be improper; 
but any short of this, would be cruel to the priso(ner» 
atid as iqurious to Ae interests as it would he dis- 
graceful to the character of society. — Therb are, ift« 
deed, fliose who regard every exertion that is made for 
the improyement of prison discipline as the mmtmBMy 
^Ebrts of a morbid philanthknpy; and a writer in a 
oelebrated periodical work, has even designated crima- 
aid affendsiB as ^^ beings distinguic^ied only firom the 
otti^ vermin which affict mimkiitid fa^^ little dse fliaa 
their snpcrior powers of doing mischief;*' but such 
sentimenlB flow from entire ignorance <tf human nature, 
(aA from the intoxication of human pride. Hs^pily, in 
the present age, they require no answer : they are the 
fading resistance of expiring opinions, and iind an op^ 
ponent in every ealig^tcaad mind, and a refutation in 
every feeling breast. 
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To expose the evils of a bad and t)ie advantages c£ 
a good system of discipline by the caieM coUectioM 
and wide diffosion of useful intelligence — to aid tite 
magistracy with information, without m ^e lea^t de- 
gree interfering with their authcmty,^ — is the aim q€ 
the institution which now renews its appeal to the 
country for support Six, yeara have lapsed pinoe 
the estaUishmeiit of the Society, and each aucce^^iv^ 
anniveisaryhas brought to the Committee increasing as- 
surances of the importance of its object, and gratifying 
{MTOofs of its progressive advancement When the 
CSommittee look back to the first period of their assor 
idation, and ctrntrast the indifference which thw pi^* 
vailed u^on the subject with the enlightened interest 
and warm feeling now so generally apparent; wheii 
tiliey reflect on the various causes that have produced 
ttds diange-r-tbe iavestigation of facte and discussion 
<|f ipKrinciple»^the favourable aspect of the time&— the 
disposition of the Legislature — and co-operation of tiie 
magistracy ;-r-the retrospect is fraught with the most 
gratifying associations, and is calculated to inspire tbe 
most animating encouragement. If this institution 
bas contributed to the attainment of its object, it is 
Gom only of the many illustrations which tlie present 
age presents, of the usefulness pf publio a^sQci^tJiop^ 
in ^ tiie promotion of objects of national . advantag9f 
T4> depteciafe tiie value of personal labours, lypuld I^ 

■ «1 ■■■ i mmmmmt^ ' ' . " ' ' i h i > ■ i t « ^ . . . ■ i i . 

* The Committee are particularly desirous of rendering assistance to the 
majglBtracy whenever new buildings, enlargements, or alterations may-be in 
CBmUmfkAm, in order tp vnwler the prisons coa^mwble to t^ gromioas 
xeqiiired fay ihe new Act ; and, with this view, it will afford them at all times 
great satisfaction to furnish to the proper authorities, models or designs, 
atil oliier information that may eoatribute in any degrtiie to tiie adopiiata«|f 
imppored p)aot of prifion opqstmction. 



iUiberal and unwise. To their influence has mankind 
been indebted for the most splendid deeds of patriotism^ 
iEuid the most exalted acts of genuine philanthropy. 
But it is the rare privilege of a public benefoctor to 
witness great results from isolated zeal and misnp- 
ported efforts; for individual exertions, however 
powerful, are narrowly limited by the imperfections 
of humanity, the vicissitudes of time, and the boun- 
daries of the grave. It is the attribute of associated 
Strength alone to subdue evils, whose removal is depen- 
dent on the spread of information, and a systematic, 
uniform, and long-continued course of action. Pob^ 
lie bodies, of this nature, derive success fcom the 
identity of their objects with the cause of truth and 
human improvement ; and as they adhere to or reclsde 
from this standard, so certain are they eventually to 
flourish or decay. They provide not only for &e co^ 
Operation but for a succession of labourers. Th^y 
combine the moral orders of cultivated society. They 
involve no duty in which rank may not participate, and 
impart no honour in which the private station may not 
share. 

The present period is strongly marked by public 
energy of no common character. The wide difiusion of 
intelligence is the bright distinction of our day. It is 
the spring that regulates the force of public sentiment, 
accelerates the course of legislation, and gives ^^ the 
very age and body of the time, its form and pressure.'' 
Amidst the scenes of vice and wretchedness to which, 
the researches of this Society conduct, it is consoling 
to witness the ardent feeling that is in beneficent action 
to mitigate the sufferings and ameliorate the conditior 
of humanity. The cultivation of the benevolent affection^ 



has kept pace with the advancement of science and the 
arts of social refinement ; and the power of knowledge 
is felt not more by its tendency to enlighten^ than to 
bless mankind. There is a mighty and pervading spirit 
abroad, animating the energies of the wise and good for 
the instruction of the ignorant^ the reformation of the 
vicious, and the succour of the oppressed. These ex- 
ertions spring from no inconsiderate zeal, or precipi- 
tanqy of feelings but from calm solicitude and deliberate 
reflection ; from no restless desire for change, or rage 
for innovation, but from respect for authority, and 
popfidence in social institutions; from no selfish motives 
Ojr party predilections, but from the love of country and 

attachment to the best interests of mankind ; from no 

» - ■ • » 

delusive theories or mistaken sensibility, but from the 
natural operation of Christian principles, and the be- 
nignant spirit of Christian charity. 



The magistracy of England have long been famed for 
the pure administration of justice, and the disinterested 
fulfilment of offices upon which the safety and prosperity 
of the community essentially depend. On them now de- 
volves the discharge of duties, than which none ever more 
deeply affected the rights of human nature, and the in- 
terests of human happiness. The labours before them 
are arduous and responsible; but a nation's gratitude 
will be their recompense, enriched by the prayers of 
the neglected, and the benedictions of the oppressed. 
To their vigilance is confided the important task of 
bringing into operation views, and of realizing prin- 
ciples, on which the Legislature relies for the more 
effectual maintenance of order, the security of property. 



84 

the preseryation of morals^ and the prevention of crime* 
Ihey are called upon to change the character of faisti- 
tutions which have long contributed to perpetuate vice^ 
and extend misery. They are required to carry into 
effect punishments which the wisdom of the age has 
rendered consonant to the immutable claims of justice^ 
the eternal sanctions of wise law^ and the mild spirit 
of that Religion which ^' desireth not the death of a 
Sinner^ but rather that he should turn from his wicked- 
ness and live." It is their distinguished privilege at 
once to alleviate suffering and reclaim guilt; — ^to con- 
tribute to the happiness by adding to the virtue of theif 
country: thus honourably may they extend her fame^ 
sustain her power^ uphold her moral greatness ; and 
confirm her in the proud rank which it has pleased 
Divine Providence to assign her, among the nations of 
the earth. 
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NOTE A. 

referrkd to at page 44. 



14^^ Elizabeth, c. 5. *. 37. 

It shall and may be lawful for the justices of peace of every 8l|ire4 
^thin this realm, at the general quarter ses^ns of the peace, to be hol^ 
within the said shires,, or the most part of the said justices bdng then presexif, 
to rate and tax every parish within the said shires, at such reasonable si^ns of 
money, for and towards the relief of the said prisoners, as they shall thinli 
convenient by their discretions ; so that the said taxation and rate doth not 
exceed above sixpence or eightpence by the week out of every parish ; aod 
that the churchwardens of every parish within this realm, for the time being, 
shall every Sunday levy the same, and once every quarter in the year pay to 
tiie high constables or head officers of every town, parish, hundred, riding or 
wapentake, within this realm, all such sums of money as their parish shall 
be rated and taxed, for and towards the relief of the said prisoners witiun thdr 
«aid several parishes ; and that the ssddhigh constables and head.officers, .and 
«very of them, shall pay €ill such sums of money, so to them piud by the ^tad 
chturcbwardens at every genial quarter sessions, to be holden within the.sui^ 
several shires, to such sufficient persons dwelling nigh the sfud goals, a^ tifuiXl 
be appointed by the said justices, in their said open qiuirter sessions, toibe 
there ready to receive the said money so collected as is aforesaid ; and tibat 
the collectors for the said prisoners shall weekly distribute and pay all suph 
sums of money as they and every of them shall recdve for the relief of the 
said prisoners as aforesaid, upon pain, as well the said churchwarden3 qf 
every parish, constables,- and head officers of every hundred, or wapentake, 
as also the said oc^ectors appointed for the collectbn and contribution of the 
said prisoners, so making default as aforesaid, to forfeit, five pounds; t|e 
one mmety thereof shall be tb the use of the Queen's Majesty, her hein 
and successors, and the other moiety to the relief of the prispnera; ^ay 
statute, kiw, custom, use, or other thing to the contrary, a^ finy wis^ 
ndwilhstaiKiing. . , 

I9th Cluirles IJ. c. 4. 5. . . , > 

WheMs, there is net yet any sufficient provi^on made fos iher^iei mi 
aotting on woik of poor and • needy persons, eemmilted to the cominon gaol 

9 



86 

tor felony and oAer misdemeanor^* who many times perish before trial ; and 
the poor thj|p firing idly and imemployed, become debauched and come forth 
instmcted in the practice of thiering and lewdness ; for remedy whereof, be 
it enacted by the Bang's most excellent Majesty, -vrith advice and consent of 
the lords spiritoal and tempond and commons, in tins present parliament as- 
aembleds and by authority of the same, that the justices of the peace of the 
respective counties at their general quarter sessions, or the major part of them 
then there assembled, if they shall find it needfol so to do, may provide a 
slock of such materials as they find convenient, for the setting poor prisoners 
(Ml work, in such manner, an^ by siich ways, as other county charges by the 
iawB and statutes of &e realm are, and may be levied and raised ; and to pay 
and provide fit persons to oversee and to set such prisoners on work ; and 
nitake such orders for accounts of and concerning the premises, as shall by 
tiiem be thought needfol ; and for punishment of neglect, and other abuses^ 
and for bestowmg of the profit ariang by the labour of Ihe prisoners so set to 
work for tkeir relief, which shall be duly observed, and may alter, revoke, or 
I, socH liiese ordofs from time to time. 



l^th Geo. U. c. 29. 

being tai Act for the more easy assesring, collecting, and levying of county 
nties; Affcer inciting the intentions and designs of the preceding statute of 
ibte 14tii Ellzabetii, and various other statutes, confirming the same, riz. Act 
of lai James I. 3d Charles I. 16th Charies I. 19th Charies IL thus proceeds: 
"^ And ^ereas H is apparent that the mam^r and methods prosented by the 
wbSA s^vera) Acts for collecting some of the said rates are impracticablty tiie 
tnms chilrged on each parish In the reflective ^Bviaons bdng so smdl itmt 
l^ey do not by an equal pound rate amount to more than a fractional pari of a 
fcrthinig in the pound on the several persons thereby rateable ; and if possible 
to have been rated, the expense of assessing and' collecting the same wonld 
liave aibounted to more than the sum rated; and whereas many and great 
^oubtsii dSfficollies, and Inconveniencies have arisen in making iihd collecting 
Miir oi iike said rates, therefove that the good endsMd purposes of tiie said 
•erer^' «tUotn may be mswered. and the sevend i/ahu of money fheteby 
fatended to bcraised may b^ etf'ectcially collected with as much ease and eer- 
tabity} and as little expense as can be to the parties, obliged by the said laws 
to pay (fie same. Be it therefore enacted, by the King's most exceUetit Ma- 
jesty, by and with the advic^ and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
and Commons in tlie present parliament assendiled, and by the authm^ of 
lhftSMiM,t^lhMii and sftertiie first day of September 1759, the JusImmi of 
IMF^iaiWHl tb*l pM dTOieat Britaia cidM England, within the K^eoim 
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tiitSM of their comniifidbils, at thdr general or quarter fl^6doiia,or the greater 
part of ihem, then and there assembled shall have fiill power and authority 
from time to time to iiialse one general rate or assessment for such sum or smns 
of money as they in their discretion shall think sufficient to aknoer ail and every 
the ends and purposes of the brfore'cited Acts, instead and in lieu of the 
several separate and distinct rates divided thereby to be made, levied, and col- 
lected, wluch rate shall be assess!^ nj()on every town, parish, or place widun 
the respective limits of their commisdons, in such proportions its any of i^ 
rates heretofore made in pursuance of the said several Acts have been usually 
assessed ; and the several and respective sums so assessed upon each and every 
town, parish, or place within the respective limits of their conunission, shall 
be collected by the high constables of the respective hundreds and divisions, in 
which aUy town, parish, or plaee doth He, in niich manner, and at such times, 
aa is hendnafter directed. 



Slst George III. c. 46. s, 12. 

And whereas by an Act of the nineteenth year of the reign of King Chariea 
the Second, intituled, ''An Act for relief of poor prisoners, and sietting theni 
on work ;" after reciting that therg was tiot any sufficient provision made for 
tlie relief and setting on woik of poor and needy persons committed to IM 
common gaol for felony and other niiademeanors, who mafyy times perisli be» 
fbre thdr trial, and the poor there living idly and unemployed, becoine d0*> 
baiiched, and eoihe forth instructkl in the practice of thievery and lewdne8i|. 
it is enacted, that the justices of the peace in thehr respective counties, at aay 
cf the& geiterai sessions, if the]^ shall find it needful so to do, may provide a 
stock of such materials m the^ 6nd cofiveuient for setting poor prisoners on 
work, in atich niWaet, (tM by such ways, as other county charges may be lef 
i^ed and raiM, and to pay and provide fit persons to oversee and set sudi 
fknhbM on #b^, aiid muke such orders ftur aiCcouats of and concerning the 
j^renai]flK§,aa^klIliilb^fbelDS be thbught needfol; and for puni^mient of neglects 
and ifiiitt Abuses, and for bestotdttg the profits aiising from ^ labour of the 
prisoners set on work for their retief, which shall be duly observed, and dm^ 
alter, revoke, or amend such their orders from time to time, provided that no 
parish be rated above sixpence by the week towards the premises, having 
respect to the respective values of the several parishes. And whereas tiie pro- 
vision of the said recited statute is very fit to be executed with respect to such 
prisonera therein described, as shall be confined in the gaols, with an extenaon 
thereof to all other prisonera inclined to take the benefit thereof; and also an 
inereaaeof the sum limited by the said Act for defraying the eacpense of execut- 
ing the same : be it therefore enacted, that the justicea of the pe»ce shall have 
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authority to execute the said recited pronsion in the said last-mentioned Act 
for settiog poor persons on work, as well in regard to such persons as are 
therdn described, as in favour of all other prisoners within the said gaols, who 
may at any time be inclined and willing to work ; and for that purpose are 
hereby authorized, at a general or quarter sessions of the peace for the said 
county, or at any adjournment thereof, to direct the payment of such sums of 
money out of the county rate for the said county, as they shall from time to 
time think fit to be expended in executing the provision of the said last- 
mentioned Act, according to the exteneion thereof hereby made. 

31 George III. c. 46, «. 13. 

And whereas by an Act of the fourteenth year of the reign of Queen Eliza- 
beth, intituled, an Act how vagabonds shall be punished, and Uie poor re- 
lieved, as aho by the above-mentioned Act of the thirty-second year of 
the reign of George II. some providon is made for the relief of prisoners, but 
notwUhitanding the humane purpoaet thereby intended^ the health of pri- 
mmen is frequently to effected by want of neceuary food as to render them 
incapable of labour when released, and therefore it may be expedient to have 
a more extenave provision in favoitr of such poor prisoners, as shall be con- 
fined in the said gaols and other places of confinement, and have not any 
means of acquiring necessary sustenance; be it therefore enacted, that froni 
and after the passng of tins Act, it shall be lawful for the justices of the 
peace at tiieir general or quarter sessions, or any adjournment thereof from 
time to time to order such sum or sums of money to be paid out of the county 
rate towards assisting siseh prisoners of every descriptiony as bdng confined 
within the sud gaols, or other places of confinement, are not able to woric, or 
being able cannot procure employment sufficient to sustain themselves by their 
industry, or who nuiy not be otherwise provided for by virtue of any law or 
statute, or of any custom or order, such food and raiment as the said justices 
shall from time to time think necessary for the support of health, and sach 
money shall accordingly be applied in conforming to directions to be given by 
Ae said justices. 
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BEDFORDSHIRE. 

BEDFORD. 

OotoUy PriaoHs. 

Thb satisfactory result of the trial made of a tread-mill ia the 
Penitentiary, or new House of Correction, has been such as to 
have induced the magistiatee, after maturs deliberation, to erect 
a similar tread-mill m the old Houm of Correction, within the 
walb of the Count)' Gaol. We have also in both prisons, not 
only tread-mills' for the genial employment of prisoners, but 
also smtdl mills worked by crank maclunery, for those who are 
unfit to be sent to the tread-wbeeb, on account of lameness, 
olcerated legs, &g. 

A cmnmodious day>room has been added to the mill, in which 
the working-prisoners protect themselves Irom a current of air, 
and from rain or sun, when they descend fipm the wkeels, and 
while they are waiting for their turn to mount again. The 
classification has been rendered as conformable to the provisions 
of the new Prison Act, as the size and construction of the prison 
will admit. A copy of the new Prison Regulation Act has also 
been ^ven to the keepers of the prisons, who have been ordered 
to cot^rm thereto. 



£ BEDFORDSHIRE. 

Assiduous attention is paid to daily worship and religious in- 
struction by the chaplain^ which are so administered as not Id 
interfere with the regular working-hours. 

Many of the prisoners (without any deduction from the num- 
ber of hours during which hard labour is enforced) make great 
progress in learning to read, and they repeat publicly, once every 
week, the Lord's prayer, the ten Commandments, and the Creed^ 
with large portions of Scripture Catechisms. 

The tread-mill grinds com for the use of the prisons, and 
the Lunatic Asylum. As none but convicted prisoners are now 
employed at this mil), the profit of their work is carried to the 
credit of the county, with the exception of the chaise of the 
soup given out six times a week. A small allowance per mile is 
made to prisoners on their difldmige, to enable them to travel 
home. 

The number of commitments to the County Gaol and old 
House of Correction for the kwt tpK> jMrB and three quarters, is 
as follows, (to which are added' tbe.ntukibers of recommitments, 
which are surprisingly heavy:) 

Coimnitinents. Recommitments. 

1821. To the County Gaol 115, of whom 14 

To the old House of Correction 17 . . do. . . 3 do. 



1822. To the County Gaol 138 . . do. 

To the old House of Correction 45 . . do. 

1823. To the County Gaol 89 . . do. 

toOct.2.To the old House of Correctioa 12 . . do. 



27 do. 

10 do. 

27 do. 

4 do. 



The commitments to the new House of Correction have been 
as under : 

Fkit 
CoraYUftmMits. C6tonitmefit«. Second. Third. TotaL 

1821 225 206 17 2 425 

1822 258 234 23 1 258 

1823, to Oct. 2.. 149 127 17 5 149 

-J 

632 567 57 8 632 



The second and third commitments are generally for ofibnoes 
agtkiust the game laws, refosals to obey orders of filiation, Dais- 
behaviour of paupers in Workhouses, and in husbandry service^ 
for being icffe'and disorderly, and for other minor offences under 
the new Vagrant Act. Odly two prisoners for fdony have re- 
tilmed, since Jatmlury 1821 to October 1823. 
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BERKSHIRE. 



READING. 
County Gaol and House of Correction, 

May 1823. 

Thg only alteration which appears to have taken place in this 
prison^ since the visit reported in 1820,* is the introduction of a 
tread-raill for the employment of about sixty prisoners. 

The prison is very awkwardly built, particularly the gaol side, 
the buildings of which are crowded together, the passages nar- 
row> and the walls in many parts green with damp : there is no 
inapeetion^ and the classification is ecceedingly deficient for a 
county gaol, consistlngof two classes for males for trial at the 
asstzes and at sessions.) one for fines and juvenile prisoners 5 and 
one only lor females. It was stated in the Society's Report 
for 1820^ that all prisoners committed for trial at the assizes 
under charges of felony, were ironed at this prison : the practice 
still continues :t on their ]arst reception they are double ironed; 
on being locked up in their cells at night, they are chained in 
bed^ the chain being fixed to the floor of tiie cell, and listened 
to the leg fetters of the prisoners. In this way they are locked 
up at seven o'clock in the evening, or at sun-set ^ their dress 
IB also taken away, as an additional preccnition against escape : 
they remain in this state until six o'clock the next morn- 
ing .3 and as there are but two gaol deliveries in the year^ this 
treatment of the untried prisoners may imhappily continue fbr 
nearly six months together. The double irons in use are various, 
acme weighing ten pounds, others even fourteen pounds, others 
are flhort-linked, which are used on the turbulent 3 fetters of 



• See Appendix to Third Report, 1821, p. 4. 

*t* It afliMKls tlie Committee very great pleaaare to find, from information 
wliich they hare receiyed, while the above account was in the press, thattfae 
use of the irons and fetters at this county .^{m>1 has .been discontinu^,^ agree- 
abhr to the direction of the new Act of Parliament, 4 Geo. 4, c* 64. 

About twelve years ago a most desperate gang of offenders from the 
nelghboarhood of Newbury, who were committed to this prison, (having cut 
off^ their irons), nearly succeeded in overpowering the keeper and his officers. 
This alannin^ circumstance' led to the adoption of the precautions above 
described, which, from the insecure state and ikw^i^ard Qonptruction of .the 
prison, have been continued until lately. 

B2 
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this latter kind prevent a prisoner from stepping out more than a 
short step at a time. Notwithstanding this array of means for 
the safe custody of the prisoners in this gaol, escapes are not rare, 
and instances have occurred of these fetters being worked off. 

A coimty storehouse, it is understood, is about to be erected ; 
which is exceedingly wanted, in order that the military $tores at 
present within the walls of this prison may be removed to a 
more suitable depositary. 



READING. 
Borough Gaol and Bridewell. 



May 1823. 

This prison is composed of the ihell of the ancient abbey 
chapel, dismantled in the time of Henry Vlllth. The walls of 
the chapel, about 35 feet in height, are entire : at the west end, 
a handsome marigold window stiU remains, and on each side 
a row of lofty gothic arches, which formed the aisles of the 
chapel, extend the whole length of the prison. The floor or 
body of the chapel is laid out into three small yards, and the 
vaulted aisles have been fitted up as cells, but they are unac- 
countably small and low, the ceilings being scarcely six feet 
high. These cells, of whidk there are seven on the ground floor, 
are very badly ventilated; having only one snmll aperture, 
about nine inches square, to admit the air : one of these cells 
appeared about seven feet square, others about 12 feet ; but in 
consequence of their having no other vent-hole to afford a cir- 
culation of the air, they are offensively dose, particularly on un- 
locking them in the morning. The walls have not been white- 
washed for neJarly two years. No bedding is allowed 5 straw only, 
with a ragged coverlet, is laid on the floor 5 the straw was, at 
the period of this visit, in an offensive state 5 it is changed once 
a month, or less often, but without any fixed regulation. These 
ceUs, which are used day and night, appeared altogether in a 
very bad state. No firing is allowed, except in the most severe 
weather ; in two cells only were fire-places observed. ' 

The allowance for food is now thi'eepence per day to each pri- 
soner 5 reduced within the last six months fix)m sixpence : to expend 
this money allowance for the prisoners* various wants, occasions 
the keeper a great deal of trouble. Water is not accessible to the 
prisoners, but is brought to them when wanted by the keeper : 
a trifling expense would remedy this grievous evU, as water is 
laid on, firom the town water-works, within a few feet from 
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the prisoners* quarters. The yards, with the exception of one, 
require paving 5 in wet weather they are generally in a muddy 
state. 

The whole of the interior of the prison is out of the keeper's 
view, not a window of his house looks into it 5 and the prisoners 
pass their time in idleness, having nothing apparently to do but 
to survey the interior of their grotesque prison, and contrive some 
means to escape. This, the gaoler stated, tifciey very fi%quently 
eflFect : only a few days before this visit, two or more of the 
prisoners made the attempt, by climbing up one of the fluted 
columns which support the gothic arches of the aisles 3 by these 
means they reached the roof of the aisle, but were discovered 
from the adjoining premises of a visiting magistrate, as they were 
on the point of descending into his garden ! Escapes frequently 
occur, notwithstanding that most of the prisoners are ironed. 
There were at the time of this visit nine men and one woman in 
the prison ; there have been as many as 24 in confinement at 
once, and dangerously thronged together. 

On being asked whether the men and women could not talk 
to each other, the keeper replied, '^ Oh yes. Sir, they can talk 
aU over the prison." There is but one privy, which is in the 
men's yard : of this shameful inconvenience, the keeper urgently 
complained. No infirmary or sick room is set apart, but in case 
of illness the debtors' apartment is used. There is no chapel, 
nor divine service, nor any religious attendance on the prisoners 
in this gaol. Capital felons are sent to the county gaol: the 
borough has power to try all other prisoners, at their quarter 
sessions 5 so that three months is the longest period of confine- 
ment before trial. Boys are frequently brought in: these, the 
keeper confidently declared, were made in genersd worse for 
being confined in this place. Although it is a bridewell, no em- 
ployment is provided : the gaoler has no officer under him 5 his 
wife attends to the prison during his absence. 

It is understood that an arrangement is likely to take place, 
for the removal of the convicted prisoners, to the county prison, 
for the purpose of being employed at the tread-mill : the number 
of convicts in the latter prison, necessary to keep the mill at 
work, has been of late on the decrease, and it is hoped that the 
arrangement in contemplation will speedily be carried into 
effect. 
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NEWBURY. 
Borough Gaol and Bridewell 

Oct, 1823. 

Thb corporation of this borough claim the right of committing 
to their own gaol for all offences within their jurisdiction, under 
grand larceny, as well as debtors, whose debts arise within the 
borough, and which do not exceed twenty marks ; but no debtors 
have been confined within the recollection of any person. 

The gaol, is situate in the middle of the mari^et-place, adjoin-, 
ing the Guildhall 3 it is composed of the first floor of a public^ 
house, of which it is an int^ral part, having no connexion by 
passag-es or stairs, however, with the rest of the house. It con- 
sists of three rooms; the largest is 17 feet by 13, with a fire- 
place, and two windows conmmnicating with the street, and 
fit)m which the prisoners have communication with their Mends 
outside : the privy is in the comer. The second room is 13 feet 
by 9, separated from the one just described by inch-and-half 
Uiabs, which are so warped, and rent and cut by the prisoners, 
that conversation is readily carried on from one room to the 
other: it has one window, affording, like the others, the oppor- 
tunity of external oommonication, and a privy in one comer. The 
third rtyxai is within the larger, 6 feet by 6 feet 4 inches, and 
l%hted only by a borrowed light. AU .the rooms are 8 feet 
4 inches in height. There is no airing-yard, nor separate day- 
apartments } no labour is supplied — no rules affixed — ^no religious 
instruction appointed — nor any gaoler resident. Bibles and tes- 
taments are generally afforded by the parish officers, or some 
humane persons. The number of prisoners passing through the 
prison is considerable 3 though perhaps, on an average, there 
are not more than two or three permanent 5 but when it is 
used by the county magistrates for safe custody, previously to 
examination — and when the sessions are held in tiie town, wiiich 
has been once a year, the prison is sometimes overflowing. At 
that time more than thirty prisoners have been confined in the 
space above described, when the gaoler is obliged to rely more 
upon his irons than upon his walls. 

Such is the state of this gaol, that the coimty have come to 
the resolution, that it is not safe to entrust their prisoners for 
trial within it, and have directed the sessions to be removed 
from the town. The corporation have it in contemplation to erect 
a new gaol, more creditable to the respectability of the town. 
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CAMBRIDGE. 

County GoboL ^ .^, 

^ Aug, 1823. 

This prison continues much in the same state as when for- 
merly reported. The tread-mill has been regularly at work; 
the proceeds from which have amounted to j£l23 for the 
last yem*. The number of prisoners has considerably decreased 
since the introduction of the tread-mill^ to the effect of which 
the governor solely attributes the reduction. The female pri- 
soners are employed in washing and mending the prison dothuig^ 
&c. also in picking feathers for the upholsterers. 

It was reported last year^ that the appropriation of the earnings 
was not then settled. The regulations now are^ that neither 
male nor female prisoners shall be allowed any share of their 
earnings: after convicUon they are not permitted to purchase 
any thing for themselves^ or to receive apy food from their 
friends^ but are rigidly confined to the prison diet. The use of 
tobacco is prohibited in this gaol^ a rule deserving general atten- 
tion in every prison. 

This county gaol appeared in excellent order: — the number in 
confinement at this time was fifty-four. 



CAMBRIDGE. 

Town Gaol. ^ ,^_ 

Aug. 1823. 

There are only three wards^ viz. one for male felons and 
misdemeanants^ one for male debtors, and one for females of all 
classes. The prison is sometimes lamentably crowded, when 
the prisoners are under the necessity of sleeping on the floor. 
The day-room of the men was observed to be in a dirty state. 
The mill is not worked regularly, owing, it is said, to there being 
no employment for it, from the want of com to be ground. This 
mill is not upon the common tread-wheel plan, but is in fact a 
large cylinder, about 21 feet in diameter, and seven feet broad. 
Prisoners committed for misdemeanors work in the inside, and 
have no communication with the felons, who work on the outer 
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side of the wheel. It revolved, at the period of this visit, four 
times in a minute : the labour is very severe to those outside, 
the height of their steps being about three feet ! 

This prison, having been recently presented by the grand 
jury, is about to be rebuilt : previous to such an expensive mea- 
sure, it seems a matter of great importance to ascertain the 
practicability of an arrangement between the town and county, 
by which the prisoners imder the jurisdiction of the former might 
be sent to the county gaol. This was some time since effected 
at Salisbury with great public advantage. The object of a few 
trifling privileges and appointments should be disregarded, in a 
question of so much importance, and which is recognised so 
pointedly in the eighth section of the new Prison Act, as re- 
gards prisoners confined in Houses of Correction. 



ELY. 
County House of Correction. 

Aug, 1823. 

This new prison is calculated to receive thirty -two prisoners in 
separate cells 3 there are four yards and six day-rooms, which are 
in a very clean state, well ventilated, and are warmed by com- 
mon stoves in severe weather. The night-cells are 6 feet by 9, 
and about 10 feet high 3 the prisoners sleep on iron bedsteads, 
with straw mattresses, and the necessary bedding. The prison 
is healthy, and as yet no deaths have occurred. The allowance 
of food is half a quartern loaf, of 2lb. 2oz. weight, per day. There 
is no work but that of picking oakum, which is a losing concern, 
there being so little demand for it: as an employment for pri- 
soners, it is almost worthless, and might with much advantage 
be superseded by the erection of a forcing pump for supplying 
the prison with water. Irons are not used, and no escape has 
occurred. The chaplain attends frequently 5 he has supplied the 
prisoners with Tracts, and Bibles are to be found in each day- 
room. The governor has no turnkey 3 his wife attends to the 
women. There were twelve prisoners in confinement at this 
time J but as many as twenty-five have been in at one time. 
The drainage of the prison appeared to be badly contrived. 
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WISBEACH. 
County House of Correction. 

Aug, 1823. 
The most recent alteration in this prison is the erection of a 
tread -mill 5 the building is intended to contain one tread- wheel, 
cc^ble of employing eleven men at a time^ with an adjoining 
c6m-mill and bakehouse^ and a small storehouse or granary above 
them. It is proposed that^ at the ringing of a bell^ at intervals of 
not less than ten and probably not more than fifteen minutes^ the 
changes for relays shall take place. The present diet is only 
bread and water, with occasional indulgence of a little animal food 
supplied by the friends of the prisoners. The estimated cost of 
the mill building and machinery is upwards of ^600. The 
force is to be employed in grinding corn 3 and it is intended to 
bake the bread for the use of the prison : when the wants of the 
prison are supplied, the mill will be employed to grind corn for 
the public. 
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CHESTER. 
Chester Castle, County Gaol. 

Aug, 1823. 

This prison was built to receive forty felons, and about thirty 
debtors -, but it has contained about 200 prisoners at one time. 
The plan provides inspection only into the airing yards, which 
surround the governor's house in the centre. The debtors* yard 
is very airy 3 they are eflFectually secluded from the other classes 
of prisoners : a second class consists of female debtors 5 a third 
of untried males ; a fourth, tried male misdemeanants ; a fifth, 
male convicts 3 a sixth, assaults; a seventh, female criminals, 
who are employed in washing, &c. It is intended to add another 
class for juvenile prisoners. The prison is whitewashed four 
times in the year. No matron is as yet appointed to this prison. 

The allowance of food is a pound of bread and foiu* ounces of 
meal for gruel daily, with ten pounds of potatoes and a pound of 
meat for the week. 

The tread-mUl is not yet erected : it is intended for twelve 
men only, and to have two wheels for six each. The amount of 
earnings for the last twelve months, is £^06, 45. U.-, they are 
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thus divided : one-fourth to the prisoner^ half of which is paid 
weekly, the remainder on discharge 5 ten per cent, to the gover- 
nor 3 five per cent, to the taskmaster 5 and the surplus, being 
sixty per cent, to the county. The labour is various, viz. woollen 
and cotton weaving, clogging, shoemaking, tailoring, joinering, 
painting, bricklaying, masonry, &c. : the various repairs of the 
gaol are done by the prisoners. Irons are scarcely ever used, and 
in but one instance only in the last fifteen months 5 when the 
prisoner had made his escape, and was on his recapture fettered 
only a day or two. There are not any lunatics confined here. 
The following is an account of the commitments. 



Offences. 

■ 


\ exr ending 
Aug. 1821. 


Year ending 
Aug. 1822. 


Year endmg 
Aug. 1823. 


Housebreaking. 

Males 


16 


20 


18 


Sheep, Horse, and Cow 
Stealing. 

Males 


10 


7 
1 


9 
2 


Females 


Highway Robbery. 

Males 


5 


8 


6 


Larcenies. 

Males 


100 
13 


90 
10 


44 
9 


Females 




Murder. 

Males 


1 


— 


2 


Female 




Manslaughter. 

Male 


1 






Forgery. 

Males 


3 


5 


3 


Misdemeanors. 

Males 


68 
3 


24 
12 


1 
1 


Females 




Bigamy. 

Males 


2 




^^^ 


Rape. 


1 


— 


2 


TotAl 


220 


177 


97 
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KNUTSFORD. 
County House of Correction. 

^ ^ Aug, 1823. 

But little that is new, can be said this year, in addition to the 
two preceding Reports on this prison. The amount of earnings 
for the last year was ^979. 4«. 7^-5 the cost of food during the 
same period £,%%[, 95. 9df. ; and the amount of sundry disburse- 
ments ^565. 11 5. 8d.5 which leaves the county chargeable for 
the balance, j^413. 16^. 10c2., as the expense of this prison for 
the past year. The average number of prisoners in confinement 
may be estimated at from 120 to 130 prisoners : the number at 
Midsummer last was 158. 

Some particulars respecting the tread-mill are inserted under 
a separate article on the subject. 
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BODMIN. 
County Gaol. 

^ May 1823. 

This prison is unfavourably situated^ being placed at the foot 
of a steep hill, which rises immediately behind the prison ; in 
consequence of which the interior is too much exposed to public 
view, and in some degree even to risk of communication from 
without.* The space of ground occupied by the prison is very con- 
fined, which is much to be regretted, as there is a very great want 
of accommodation. Sometimes as many as six prisoners sleep 
in a cell containing two beds, and occasionally they are obliged 
to convert the passages into dormitories. The debtors, for want 
of proper yards, are suffered to walk about the central tho- 

* In the choice of a rate for a prison, it should be an object to seclude 
the interior as much as possible from external observation. A prison is 
undoubtedly rendered more secure against attempts to aid escapes, when the 
arrangement of its buildings or internal walls, &c. cannot be readily under- 
stood or surveyed from without. An open and moderately elevated site of 
ground in general commands this advantage, together with the benefit of 
uriness and dryness, with good dridnage ; and -^ tread-mill removes any 
fear of not being able to raise a fiill supply of water to the prison in all ordi- 
nary cases. 

It is lamented that the dtuation of the new county prison now building at 
Morpeth, should have been fixed upon so near to the margin of the river; and 
the ground immediately behind the prison will it is feared greatly expose the 
interior to public view, if not to communication. 
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roughfare between the lodge and the governor's house^ which 
has a disorderly appearance, and must be a great inconvenience 
to the officers; and at night they are (to use the officers* expres- 
sion) thrown about the prison wherever they can be placed. 
Escapes are not unfrequent, but in most cases the prisoners have 
been recaptured, the form and situation of this county being 
favorable for their early apprehension. The recommitments are 
also frequent, especially for minor offences, the ratio in every 
description of prisoners being estimated at ten per cent. There 
is an almost total want of inspection in the plan of this prison^ 
and much vigilance on the part of the officers must always be 
required to compensate for this inconvenience. 

In the bridewell some excellent employment is carried on. 
The prisoners' clothing, shirts, shoes, stockings, &c. are made in 
the prison ; also the blankets and sheeting. A threshing ma- 
chine was at work, at which about six prisoners were employed. 

Sawing and polishing marble, also carpenter's work, are here 
carried on, and there is a hand crank-mill turned by eight men ; 
also a tread-wheel employing ten men 3 the former grinds the 
flour consumed in the prison, and seems to require very severe 
labour; the latter is not yet applied to any purpose. This tread- 
wheel is made entirely of wood, at a cheap rate, and from its 
rough manufacture does not revolve steadily. It would be well 
if a set of complete tread-wheels were erected, and the power 
applied to grinding, which is now performed by the hand crank- 
mill, and to the sawing and polishing of marble. The prison is 
frequently whitewashed throughout.* 

The chaplain reads two sermons on Sundays, and is in frequent 
attendance. 

The commitments have been as follows: — 

1820. To the Gaol 132 To the Bridewell. . 362 

1821. Do 120 do 225 

1822. Do 178 do 287 

Since the erection of this prison, in 1779, to the 7th May 1823, 
viz. 44 years, there have been committed 866*4 persons, viz. 

Debtors 1966, of whom have died in the prison 12 

Bridewell Prisoners 4105 do do 6 

Gaol Prisoners. . . . 2593 do do 7 



Total committed . . 8664 Total number of deaths ... 25 



Being one in 346 prisoners for the whole period of 44 years. 



* It would be useful to colour the lime with a little ochre (a frequent 
practice at other prisons), to lessen the very strong reflection of the sun's light 
from the walls in all the airing-yards. 
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CARLISLE. 
County Gaol and House of Correction. 

Sept, 1823. 
This new prison has been begun only a few months since. 
The plan consists of a central building four stories high^ con- 
taining a considerable number of rooms^ with the chapel above j 
and six radiating double buildings^ with thirteen intermediate 
airing yards. The site of ground is on the side of a hill^ and is 
therefore not so level as could have been desired. The intended 
classification is to be as follows : 

1. Males on charges of felony. 

2. Males convicted of capital felony. 

3. Males convicted of felony, not capital. 

4. Males under summary convictions. 

5. Males on charges of misdemeanours, &c. 

6. Males convicted of misdemeanours, and vagrants. 

7. Females for trial. 

8. Females convicted. 

9. King's evidence. 

10. Male master debtors. 

11. Male common debtors. 

12. Male common debtors. 

13. Female debtors. 

The boundary walls will be 25 feet in height. There will be 
about 130 sleeping cells. It is proposed at present to have 
four tread-wheels, the power of which may probably be applied 
to raising water for the supply of some part of the town, as well 
as of the prison itself, from the river Calder, which flows near 
the prison. 



DERBYSHIRE. 



DERBY. 
County Gaol. 

OcM 823. 
The new County Prison is now in progress, and probably in 
the course of two years wHl be completed. The plan provides 
very extensive classification for one prison establishment, com- 
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bining at the same time considerable facilities for the inspection 
of the classes^ with a convenient and ready access into the several 
departments of the prisoners. The prison is to contain about 150 
cells, and twenty distinct classes : the governor's house is to be 
situated in the centre, which wiU be surrounded by the several 
radiating buildings and airing-yards. 

The numbers committed to the county gaol in the last three 
years are as follows : — 

In 1820. . . . Total 71, of whom 5 are recommittals. 

1821 78, 2 do. 

1822 58, 4 do. 

To the House of Correction 

In 1820 Total 96, recommittals. ... 6 

1821 103, 11 

1822 81, 9 



DERBY. 
Borough Gaol. 



3fayl823. 

The borough gaol consists of the gaoler's house, which 
fronts a street, into which all the windows look: behind 
the house are two small yards j the first about SO feet by 18 
feet, the second about 18 feet by 15 feet. As there are no win- 
dows looking into either of the yards from the gaoler*s house, 
the prisoners are never seen except when the gaoler goes into 
the yards. 

The first yard is intended for male prisoners of all descriptions. 
Connected by one door with this yard, are, one cell calculated 
to hold about three prisoners, and up stairs three small rooms 
for debtors 5 another door opens into a day-room with a large 
cell, which might hold six or eight prisoners. Tliere is a pump 
in this yard. 

The second yard is behind the first, and therefore considerably 
removed from the gaoler's house. It was separated from the first 
yard about six years ago by a partition wall, previous to which 
time the male and female prisoners were together. Connected 
with this yard, is one cell not fit to hold more than three or four 
persons, and is intended for vagrants j and a small room above 
it, for women. When the vagrants are locked up in their cell, 
the women can talk to them through the door : when taken out 
they are conducted into the first yard. There is no water in this 
second yard, so that in all probability there is more communica- 
tion between the two classes than there ought to be. The prison 
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is extremely insecure^ but irons are not commonly used. There 
is no chaplain^ nor any divine service performed in the prison. 

A few books are allowed, but no other means of religious in- 
struction are provided. There is no employment of any kind. 
The allowance of food is 1 J lb. of bread per day. There are no 
rules whatever for the government of the prison. 

The prisoners committed are chiefly for debt, petty thefts, 
assaults, disturbances, bastardy, and for being disorderly during 
apprenticeships) the first being the largest, and the last the 
smallest number. The debtors are chiefly court of requests* 
debtors. There is no matron. The numbers committed — 

In the year ending Michaelmas 1821 97 

Ditto 1822 91 

Ditto to 5th April 1823 59 

In this wretched prison thirty persons have been confined at 
one time, twelve being considered about the average number ! 



ASHBORNE. 

Common Gaol and Bridewell. ^^ jggg 

No alteration is reported to have been made in this prison 
since its erection in 1811. It contains five day-rooms and only 
two court-yards, one of which is also used by female pri- 
soners: vagrants and others committed for want of sureties, 
are not kept distinct from the others prisoners. No employ- 
ment is provided 3 the prisoners are however allowed to work 
at their own trades, when they can be carried on in the prison, 
provided they bring their own tools and materials. The allow- 
ance of food is only three quarters of a pound of bread per day ! 
Irons are seldom used. A chaplain attends the prison, and 
prayers, with a sermon, are by the rules directed to be read 
every Sunday, and prayers also on Tuesdays. 
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County Prisons, near Exeter. 

These prisons, which from the increased population, and 
other causes, have of late years afforded very inadequate accom- 
modation, are about to undergo extensive alterations ; by which 
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the means of classification will be considerably extended^ and 
the number of night-cells increased. The debtors are confined in 
a separate prison. 



EXETER. 
City Gaol and BridewelL 



May 1823. 

This Prison is built on the radiating plan 3 the governor*8 
apartments, the chapel, and the infirmary, occupy the central 
buildings from which, three wings extend at right angles with 
each other. The airing yards, which are small, are nearly all 
open to view from the windows of the governor's rooms 3 and 
the radiating wings being immediately connected with the centre 
building, the access into the prisoners* day-rooms, and night-cell 
galleries is remarkably ready and convenient.* The prison is 
calculated to contain about fifty prisoners 5 there are twenty single 
night-cells, besides good airy apartments for debtors. There 
are eight distinct classes, viz. two for debtors, (master and 
common) two for female prisoners, and four for the tried and 
untried male prisoners : each class has a separate day-room and 
airing yard. The day rooms were in a good state, well lighted, 
ventilated, dry and clean : the night-cells are furnished with iron 
bedsteads, the windows are glazed 3 in the winter three blankets 
and a rug are allowed, in the summer two blankets. The chap>el 
on the second story of the centre building is well contrived 3 the 
classes are seated in separate compartments ; behind these, are 
two rooms, intended for sick wards, but seldom required: pa- 
tients, when in these rooms, are within hearing of the minister 
during the service. f 

A chaplain is appointed, and attends every Sunday: some 
ladies evince great interest in visiting the females, and in attend- 
ing to their instruction and regular employment 5 the daughter 
of the governor also assists in the care of the women. 



* Four of the day-rooms which adjoin the centre building might be ren- 
dered capable of inspection, by means of small apertures, or loop-holes, as de- 
scribed in the account of Cold Bath-fields prison, in the Appendix of the 
Fourth Report, page 44. By this means the governor would be able to place 
some of the classes of his prisoners under a more strict degree of inspection 
than others. In most other respect-s, the general plan of this prison is much 
to be admired and recommended for small prisons. The ground upon which 
it stands is unfortunately much inclined, being on the side of a hill. 

f This situation for the infirmary of a prison cannot be recommended, for 
obvious reasons. 
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bibles, prayer-books, and religious tracts, are amply provided. 
The allowance of food is a pound and half of good white bread 
per day, and ten pounds of potatoes per week. 

A small tread-miU has been recently introduced : the power is 
applied to beating hemp. Most of the wood- work of the tread- 
wheels was made by one of the felons, under the direction 
of the governor. If any complaint is made of inability to work 
at the mill^ the surgeon is immediately sent for, and his orders, 
as upon all cases of sickness, are, by the regulations of the 
magistrates, required to be strictly attended to. The females 
have been fully occupied in washing, mending clothes^ &c.; 
also knitting stockings for the charity school in the city. 

The prison is surrounded by a detached boundary wall, about 
twenty or twenty-fiye feet distant from the prison buildings ^ the 
inter\'ening ground is cultivated as a garden. There is a good 
lodge, with reception cells : here the prisoner, on his entrance^ 
is examined 3 if not clean, he is bathed, and his hair is cut^ and 
if necessary, he is furnished with clothing. The gener^ ap- 
pearance of this gaol (on an unexpected visit) indicated great 
propriety of management 5 and reflects distinguished credit upon 
the city of Exeter. 



PLYMOUTH. 
Toum Gaol 



^lay 1823. 

This small and most incommodious prison consists of a lofty 
quadrangular stone building or tower, erected in a central and 
confined part of the town. One spiral staircase leads to five 
tiers or stories. On entering from the street the visitor descends 
many step* to the basement or lowest story, containing three 
or four very gloomy cells, which are most offensively close, 
dirty, and damp 3 these cells are entered from a narrow, dark 
passage, at the end of which is the privy. The air of these loath- 
some cells and the passage is disgustingly oflfensive. Two of 
these cells ai-e occupied by male prisoners, who here spend 
their day, and sleep at night upon straw only. 

The cells in the next floor and in the succeeding stories 
were less offensive j and in proportion to the ascent the air of 
the prison improved in quality. The highest, or fifth story, is 
occupied by the female prisoners, who have one airy room : there 

c 
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were about five or six women in it at this time ; there is no 
matron. A few benevolent ladies^ however, visit the females 
from time to time j and have provided a supply of work, and 
extended to them religious instruction. 

The rooms in the next floor to the females are occupied by 
debtors. 

There is but one yard for the use of all these prisoners, 
to which, they have access only at the will of the officers. 
This yard did not appear secure ; instead of being used as an 
airing ground for the prisoners, it is converted into a kind of 
poultry yard, and a receptacle for rubbish and filth. One of the 
debtors stated, that, in consequence of the unfit state of this yard, 
he had not used it more than twice, during his confinement of 
eight months in this offensive prison. 

The allowance of food is, a two-penny loaf of bread only per 
day I Fuel is granted, at the discretion of the mayor for the 
time being j it has (probably in consequence of the allowance 
not being an establi^ed one) sometimes been withheld during 
the severity of winter. The visitor adds, that during the present 
mayoralty coals were invariably fiirnished to the prisoners, 
during the last inclement season. 

There is neither a surgeon nor an infirmary. 

The prison is kept by three Serjeants at mace, officers of the 
corporation, who, having various other duties, undertake the 
office of keeper to this prison, weekly, in rotation : in the same 
way there are two or three town constables, who act as turn- 
keys alternately : for these officers there is no room in the prison. 
Although one of Ihe Serjeants lives in a house adjoining the 
prison, it is difficult to discover by what means, in case of alarn: 
amongst the prisoners, any of the officers could so readily (as was 
stated to be the case) overhear and attend to them, except firom 
the firont parlour of a public house, immediately opposite the 
prison, in a narrow street 3 from whence, after considerable delay, 
the turnkey was summoned to bring his keys, in order to attend 
the visitor into the interior. 
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DORCHESTER. 
County Gaol wnd House of Correction. 

July 1823. 

Thk situation of this prison^ which is capable of accommodating 
120 prisoners, is airy 3 it stands upon ground which must have 
been raised at a considerable expense of labour. There is about 
an acre of land outside the prison-wall, cultivated as a nursery- 
ground by some of the prisoners, under the care of the gover- 
nor; from the produce of which the county derives a small 
annual profit. 

The outer- wall enclosing this prison is badly constructed; it 
is too low, and the ground within is made to rise so suddenly, 
and so near the wall itself, that several feet of its height are 
sacrificed ; the piers also, and stone coping outside, project so 
considerably, that the security of this boundary-wall must in 
consequence be materially impaired. 

The plan of this prison is deficient in point of inspection, not- 
withstanding the central situation of the governor's house, distant 
-but a few feet from the four buildings, with 'eight intermediate 
airing yards.* 

There are nine classes of prisoners: several of them have, 
besides their day-rooms, free access during the day to such of 
the night-cells ast open into the airing yards, which is objection- 
able in several respects. These yards are principally laid out 
in kitchen garden-beds; a small part only is therefore left 
for the air and exercise of the prisoners; there is consequently 
a damp surface of vegetable mould (affording a ready means of 
concealment of improper articles) instead of a well-flagged 
pavement. ' 



* The general arrangeniMit, however, of these buildings would probably 
admit of improvement in this respect, by a few slight alteratioDG^by which the 
yards, and probably the day-rooms, might be inspected, either from the go- 
vernor's windows or from the passages in which the officers must be continu- 
ally passing and repassing. 

2 
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The introduction of the tread-mill has taken the place at 
various manufactories, which have been for more than thirty 
years carried on to a considerable extent in this pnsouj great 
di£Biculty was experienced from time to time in disposing of the 
accumulated stock; Che manufactured articles were at length 
exported to the Cape, Surinam, Honduras, &c. &c. From these 
adventures a heavy loss was ultimately incurred 3 and last year, an 
amount (as stated in the printed accounts) of i€3,514. 9s. lOd, 
was written off, to close the account. 

The proceeds of the prisoners' labour last year pjnounted to 
jC555. No earnings are allowed to convicted felons sentenced 
to hard-labour; but to those not sentenced to labour, one sixth 
part of their earnings is given. The female prisoners are 
under the care of a matron. The infirmary consists of four 
wards for male and two for female prisoners. Of 593 prisoners 
committed in the year ending Midsummer 1822, 160 were on 
the sick list, and four died. There were at this time two males 
and one female in this prison who were insane; one was in the 
infirmary. 

The chapel is not weU contrived : the classes are in sight of 
each other, but the females are not seen by the men. The con- 
demned cells open upon the gallery of the chapel. 

The prison throughout was clean. 

Irons are used on convicted felons for transportation as well as 
on capital felons before trial ; the clothes of these prisoners are 
also removed at night. Escapes, however, are not unfrequent : 
one man, an untried felon, effected his escape, with his irons on. 
but was recovered twenty miles from the prison : two years ago, 
four men escaped : they made use of a scaffolding-pole found 
in the garden, with which they ascended the outer wall; and 
last year, a prisoner escaped by means of one of the tread -wheel 
boards, which he unscrewed, and made use of as before to scale 
the outer- wall: the board was twenty-five feet long, of one piece.* 
he was recaptured. The security of the prison might be im- 
proved by some few alterations in its internal constixiction, by 
extending the means of inspection, by substituting good iron 
pallisading to the yards, for the present clumsy, low, wooden 
fence, and by raising and trimming off the projectments of the 
outer-wall, &c.* 



* The boundary-wall of the new County Gaol at Fisherton, Salisbnry, 
presentB an admirable model for the construction of this ptajt of a 
prison. 
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The numbers of prisoners committed for the last four yean^ 
are as follows : — 

1819 — . . 394 Average number in custody . . 136 

1820. . . . . 399 ditto 138 

1821 457 ditto 122 

1822 471 ditto 133 

The reduction last year in the county charge for vagrants is 
remarkable: — 

In. 1819, it amounted to ^673 

1820, 696 

1821, 781 

1822, 278 

The accounts of this prison are kept by double entry, in a 
complete and satisfactory manner. 
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County Gaol. 

Aug» 1823^. 

No alteration has taken place in the construction of the gaol 
since it was first occupied in 1819 -, but an addition to the female- 
side has been imder consideration, for the purpose of further 
classification. 

The major part of the male prisoners are employed at the* 
tread-mill: six are occupied at weaving cloth for shirting, blan- 
keting, &c. for the prison, two employed as joiners, one as mason, 
in jobs about the prison, one in dressing flax for spinning. The 
female prisoners sentenced to hard labour, break flax with the 
patent machines invented by Mr. Salisbury : they are also em- 
ployed in washing, making, and mending the prisoners* clothes. 

The number of prisoners committed: — 

In 1820, for felony, was 86 ; for misdemeanours 174 

1821, ditto 61 J ditto 198 

1822, ditto 63^ . . ditto 303 

Crimes have been on the increase, particularly during the last 
winter, owing to the severity of the weather, when many of the 
lower class were prevented from following their usual occupa- 
tions. Many instances have occurred of the effectiveness of the 
tread-mill in cases of bastardy, several individuals having paid 
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the penalties after being confined a day or two^ rather than be 
compelled to continue on the mill. 

But little can be said in addition to the account of this prison^ 
inserted in the Appendix of the last Report. Several applications 
have been made by discharged prisoners^ with regular certificates 
of good conduct, for rewards firom the fund supported by the 
Dean and Chapter, and other benevolent individuals, the particu- 
lars of w^ich have been stated in the Report of last year. 

The juvenile offenders, and those under sentence, attend 
school every day in the prison^ under a schoolmaster, super- 
intended by the chaplain. 
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CHELMSFORD. 
County Gaol. 

A NEW prison for the county is now^ building, on the most 
approved principles, which may be expected to be completed in 
the course of two yenrs. 



HALSTED. 
County Bridewell. 



Nov- 1823. 

Thb prison has been considerably enlarged and improved 
within the last twelve months. A new chapel, eight new wards, 
two day-rooms, four airing-yards, and other accommodations 
for classification, have been lately added to the prison. The yards 
not being completed, the prisoners at present are only divided 
into two classes. Bibles and other religious books are supplied > 
and divine service is performed every Sunday by the chaplain. 
The prisoners have hitherto been employed in untwisting and 
picking oakum, but a tread-mill is now erecting. Irons are 
used occasionally for felons and other refractory prisoners. 

In 1822, the number of criminals committed was 174 
1883 314 



BARKING, 
County Bridewell. 

Nov, 1823. 

This small prison was erected about thirty-three years ago } 
it contains two classes for maleSi and one for females. For the 
first class of male convicts there are six cells^ one of which has 
a fire-place. These cells form part of the basement of the keeper's 
house ; they are about IS feet long^ 9 feet wide^ and 10 high ; 
the walls are veiy thick^ and the floors are at least six feet under 
ground. In each cell is a small privy-seat 3 beneath these passes 
^ drain^ which in consequence of the want of a good descent^ is 
ofted but of order) and so much dampness prevails in these cells, 
that the health of the prisoners must be' endangered. In these 
imwholesome places the;f are obliged to sleep. In the day they 
htVe access to a small yard> into which the six cells open ; th^ 
level of this yard is at the same depth below the surrounding 
ground as the cells. A sti'on^ iron grating is placed horizontally 
over this yard/ into which the keeper may at any time loot 
doiV^n from his windov^^s. Water is in good supply; the bedding 
is liaid on wooden bedsteads — the udual qtiaiitif|r is allowed. In 
on^ of the cells was an insane prisoner: he had been three 
Wefeks in custbdy — committed *^ as dangeroiis to be at large 5** 
he'lias'o^casion^ly been subject to paroxystns, and on one recent 
occasion, he made a dangerbus attack upon a prisoner with an 
ircJn ' fender, which obliged the keeper ib seclude hito fi-om th^ 
othet prisoners. Insane prisoners are very fi-equently td be met 
with in this bridewell : there is ho county liihatic asylum, aild 
it is in most cases very difficult to discover to what parishes they 
belong. 

The class of misdemeanants occupy a room and a small yard 3 
and the same may be said of the female department. The prison 
appeared to be well attended to by the keeper, who has no officer 
or assistant under him. The number of commitments, in the 
year ending Michaelmas last, was 262 5 i^id the highest number 
of prisoners in confinement at one tim^C.dwng the same period, 
.lyas 35 : there have been as many as 55 persons at one time 
confined m this very incommodious prison. , There has not been 
ah escape for muhy years past. No otber employment ^ pro- 
yided but picking oakuip, which is now nearly relinquished, in 
consequence ofthe difficulty of procuring the work. The chap- 
lain attends twice on Sunday j and fiibles, with other books, are 
supplied to the. prisoners. The dietary consists of one pound and 
a half of best wlute bread, and a quantity of table beer, daily. 
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GLOUCESTER. 
County Choi and Penitentiary. 

Afay 192S. 
SiNCB last year the tread-mill has been completed: it is 
worked by the male convicted felons^ and it has superseded most 
of the manufactures^ as weaving sacks^ stockings, and other arti- 
cles, also spinning hemp, &c. which were previously carried 
on by the prisoners in the penitentiary. No employment is 
given to male prisoners before trial in this prison: this cir- 
cumstance is to be regretted. The prisoners of this description, 
it is believed, would often gladly avail themselves of means for 
employing their, many idle hours and dreary days by useful 
occupation, as well as of mcreasing a restricted prison allow- 
ance of food by the proceeds of their earnings. The female 
penitentiary prisoners and felons are employed as hereto£:>re in 
washing, making and mending for the prison, and. in making 
cloth boots and slippers, which are disposed of in a shop in the 
gaol. The average net profits for the last four years amount 
to about .£351 per annum 3 the gross amount of earnings being 
about ^29 per annum for the same period : one half of the 
profits being paid to the governor in Ueu of additional salary, 
the other half to the county stock. 



HORSLEY. 
House of Correction. 



May 1825. 

No recent alteration has taken place in this prison^ since the 
introduction of the tread-mill. 

The average number in confinement for the last twelve 
months was 38, and the greatest number at any one time in the 
prisbn during that period was 60. 

The numbers of prisoners committed during the last three 
years are. 

In 1820 279 

In 1821 250 

In 1822 398 
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The number committed last year will appear to be a con- 
siderable advance above that of the preceding year^ this is 
attributed to the strict enforcement of the new Vagrant Act 
at Cheltenham^ from whence an unprecedented number of va- 
grants and prostitutes have been sent to this prison. The order^ 
cleanliness^ and good discipline of this house of correction^ 
are very satisfactory. The rules which have been laid down 
for the regulation of this and of the other bridewells in the 
county many years ago^ have evidently been prepared with great 
care and ability : but it is obVious^ as the worthy correspondent 
of the Conunittee (himself a visiting magistrate) observes^ that 
these regulations can only be kept in fuiu force by the frequent 
attendance at uncertain times of the visitmg justices^ and other 
mBg^atmtiea of the county. 



NORTHLEACH. 
County House of Correction. 



May 1823. 

An additional building has been erected since last year^ to hold 
a grist mill^ for the employment of the. prisoners $ likewise six 
sleeping cells, and a room as an hospital for female prisoners. 
. Bibles and prayer-books are supplied by the county ; and 
prayers are daily read to the prisoners, with i^ sermon on 
Sunday. 

Male prisoners are employed in trimming the grist-mill. The 
amount of profit in the last year was between thirty and forty 
pounds, the whole of which goes to the county. 

The greatest number of- prisoners is of the class of con- 
victed felons, sent from the assizes or quarter sessions, and 
vagrants. 

The annual expenditure, including repairs, salaries to the 
keeper, turnkeys, surgeon, chaplain, &c. amounts to about ^400. 
Solitary confinement, the visiting magistrates and the governor 
are of opinion, has the most beneficial efiect on the prisoners. 
The femlales are employed in making, mending, and washing 
the prisoners' clothes : they are under the care of a matron. 

The instances arising firom a good system o{ management 
are very striking ; many cases occur of the reformation of in- 
dividuals during their confinement. 

The numbers committed within the last three years are — 

In 1820 281 

1821 ^..280 

1822 286 
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LllTLEDEAN. 
County House of Correctiofk 

May 1823. 

Thb prisoners in this Brideiyell are divided into five classes^ 
according to the regulations made in the year 1790^ at a general 
quarter sessions of the peace for the county. Their moral and re- 
ligious instruction is under the direction of a chaplain^ appointed 
by the court of quarter sessions^ who performs divine service 
every Sunday, Christmas^day, and Good-Friday, reads prayers 
every Wednesday, and is re(]uired to pay to every individual 
in confinement such attention as his particular case may Re- 
mand. He keeps a journal, wherein he enters the tunes of his. 
attendance, and any other observations he may think it necessary 
to make in the execution of his office : this book is regularly 
inspected by the visiting magistrates. Books of moral and 
religious instruction are provided at the county cost, and are 
distributed at the discretion of the chaplaip. 

There is no productive employment for the prisoners, except ec- 
ci^ionally in the repairs, or improvement of the prison. They are 
at present employed in breaking stones for the airing-yards. 

The dietary in use is as follows i^^Break/asU One ounce and 
a half of oatmeal made into gruel, and a quarter of an ounce of 
salt. — Dinner, One pound of potatoes and a quarter of an ounce 
of salt, together with one pound and a half of bread per day. 

The above dietary is not generally allowed to those whose 
term of imprisonment is for a less period than a months nor to 
any prisoner for the first month of his confinement ; but such 
prisoners arc severally allowed one pound and a half of bread 
only per day. 

The average number of prisoners, in the last seven years, who 

have been committed a second time, is about six per cent, j the 

greatest proportion of whom have been apprentices and stealers 

, of underwood. The following is the account of committals: — 

In 1816 51 

1817 66 

1818 80 

1819 61 

No occasion has occurred in which it has been necessary to 
use irons on the prisoners. 

One of the regulations of the prison directs that every 
offender committed to the house of correction to hard labour, 
shall be placed to work in solitary confinement : the directions 
are strictly adhered to, as far as regards solitary confinement, 
which is considered to be of great efficacy as a punishment. 



1820 107 

1821 92 

1822 82 
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Tlie female jHiBOriers are under the superintendence of a 
matron. Their only empV>yiilent is the Washing and repairing of 
the prison clothing. 



LAWFORD'S GATE, NEAR BRISTOL. 
County House of Correction, 

AfaylS23. 

The prison is divided into four classes. 
1st dasSj Felony, 
^d dass> Petty thefts^ 
3d class^ Fines, consisting of persons wanting sureties; 

committals for assaults, bastcurdy, &c. 
4th class. For females. 

Prayers are read by the dia|dain on Wednesdays and Fridays; 
on Sundays there are also prayers and a sermon. The chaplain 
provides the prisoners with bibles, testaments, prayer-books, 
and tracts published by the Society for Promoting Chrbtian 
SLnowledge. 

.The meains of em[^oyment are, picking oakum, when; it can 
be procured, and pumping water; those prisoners tiiat Are ca- 
pable of repairing or making clothes or. shoes for the use' of the 
prison are do empk)]red. The oakiun is returned to the persons 
who; provide the materials A proportion of the porofits, which 
are: very small, is paid to the county : the 1st and 2d classes have 
one third, the Sd ckiss one half,^^ of their earnings ; thei ^mount 
of which> in the last two years, has been bu^ very triflipg, 
scarcely any employment being to be had. 

Theilietary consists of l^lb; of good bread,^^ l^oz.' of oatmeal, 
and.^oz. of salt, madeinio gmel; lib* of potatoes, and '^oz. 
of salt extvai are allowcki to those who labour. 

The average number of re-committals is about ten per. :cent. : 
the descriptions of prisoners forming the heaviest proportion are 
those for petty larcenies, vagrancy, and bastardy. 
- Irons are Tery seldom used; and then the circumstance is 
rqiorted to the visiting magistrates : l^e only ciccasiqns on 
which they are allowed are upon attemptsto escape^ and in re? 
straining the refractory. 

Female prisoners are tinder the caxe bf the matron of the 
prison; the turnkey is not suffered to go into their, ward. 
They are employed iti: washing and mending clothes, and in 
keeping them in repair, < cleaning the prison, chapel, and in- 
firmary. 
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Since the first of January^ 1830, there haye been committed. 

For Felonies 408 

Assaults ......186 

Bastardy... 114 

Vagrants 220 

Game 16 

Lfcwd Women 5 

Deserters 3 

Bigamy 1 

Total 953 



Crime is supposed to be on the increase, but this circumstance 
is attributed to the great increase of the population in this part 
of the country. 



GLOUCESTER. 
aty Gaol. 

.^iug. 1823. 

Thb additional buildings made to this small prison have the 
disadvantage of being out of view of the keeper*s house, and 
sqMurated from it by the old court-yard. At the date of this 
▼int, there were nine prisoners (male transp(Nrts and fines) coa^ 
fined in this yard, with which is connected a small day-room 
and two sleeping celk, described in the Appendix of kst year*s 
Report. Hie heavy chain still remains in one of these cella : it 
was or^nally intended to secure the prisoners at night, l^.pass- 
ii^ through their leg-irons, and afterwards through a small 
aperture in the door opening into the yard, in whic^ it was 
made fisist by an iron ring on the pavement. The transports, 
two in number, were heavily ironed : the weight of the irona^ 
with their appendages, was Uttle if any thing less than twenty 
pounds. 

Coals are famished, as wanted, by the city,- and a very huge 
fire on a warm day shewed that tiie supply was abundant. 
The prisoners are. allowed a half-quartern loaf each, with a 
penny, per day \ which sum is expended for them by the g^aoler, 
in baocm, potatoes, &c. 

'At present there is no employment of any kind, but this 
defidency will soon be remedied by the com[Aetion of a step- 
inng-wheel, of eight feet diameter ; the power oi which|» it is 
understood, is to be applied to pounding bones; but the stench 
arising from this occupation will probably prove an objection 
toit . 
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Dhine tervice is performed on Sundays and Fridays^ and the 
chaplain is very attentive when any prisoner is under sentence 
of deaths the infliction of which the corporation is, by duurter, 
empowered to exercise^ in cases of ci^yital felony. 
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WINCHESTER. 
County Gaol. 

July 1823. 

This prison consists of two extensive ranges of building, 
situated parallel to each other^ the intermediate space being 
occupied by several spacious airing yards. The front range of 
building immediately feces the street, with a handsome eleva- 
tion ; we residence of the governor occupies the centre, on one 
side of which are the i^Nurtments of the master debtors, and on 
the other, those of the common debtors : the building consists 
of three stories, and affords a considerable extent of accommo- 
dation for this description of prisoners. The back range of 
building contains the apartments of the principal turnkey m the 
centre, having on each side four wards, with about sixty sin^ 
night-cells in the two apartments. The windows of the turn- 
key's rooms command a view into the four airing yards, two of 
which are in front, and two behind the building. As the four 
day-rooms of the prisoners immediately adjoin the turnkeys* 
i^partments, they might also be rendered capable of inspection 
by opening loop-holes in the walls.* 

These four wards are occupied by the untried felons, the fines, 
the transports, and the capital felons^ such being the extent of 
classification for the male criminal prisoners in this gaol. The 
female tried and untried prisoners are all included in one class ; 
but there is a separate ward for female debtors, which bei^g 
seldom required, may be used as an extra-class ft^ females. 



* On the best raode of accomplishing this object, see note ftt psge 44 in 
the Appendix to the Fourth Report, under the account of Coldbadi-fields 
House of Correction ; at which prison a good example of the contrivance may 
be seen. 

In gaols where emj^oyment is seldom enforced, the prisoners cannot be too 
much under inspection. 
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TEie fqor djaty-reoms, at this time (Containing fhim mfie to 
fifteen [nisoners each^ did not appear 4n so dean a state as ii%ht 
haTe been expected«-^e prisoners being allowed to cook their 
own soup, made with buUoeks* and sheep'is heads^ &c., wJiich 
are served out to them in their respective day-rooms.* The 
fuel allowed for this purpose consists of wood faggots, which^ 
unless cut very small previous to delivery^ is less desirable than 
coal^ as it may serve for improper purposes. A recent escape 
from this gaol was ingeniously effected by means of a long rope 
ladder composed of the bedding materials^ sewed together with the 
string allowed the prisoners to mend their clothes. The particu- 
lars of these escapes generally afford much serviceable informa- 
tion^ as regards the construction and the management of a prison . 
The part of the building -selected for accomplishing the object^ 
was^ from a window at the end of one of the cell-galleries ; 
tins window was so low as to allow a person to look out. Here 
it ^as easy to observe the short space at which the boimdary 
wiSl is distant from the end of the cell buildings and also that 
the wall itself was not detached, but connected by another wall 
to the building. From this window the rope ladder was thrown 
over the wall, and two prisoners effected their escape.f 

'The night-cells are large: they are constructed of wood; and 
tfae floors being of the some material, the beds are laid upon ^m 
"K^thout any bedsteads. This mode of lodging prisoners Is now 
become unusual, the use of bedsteads conducing materian]^ to 
liealth and' cleanliness. The bedding consists of a straw mat- 
tress, two blankets, and a rug, in winter; in summer, .one 
l&nket. The windows of these cells are sufficiently high ip 
j^yent the prisoners from looking through them, and are glazed ; 
tiiose over the doors are much too large, affording smr easy faeiuds 
of communication from cell to cell. The staircases, passages', 
^c, are made of oak; the prison cannot, therefore, be said to 
be fire-proofc ' 



* A commo'n kitchen for the preparation of the county allowance is a de- 
cidedly preferable plan for all prisons, wh^er gaols or bridewells ; bdng niore 
economical, and* xandi tiioie oonsistent witii cleanliness and good oider. 

-t It is remarkable, that the large windows at the end of the cell-galleri^ 
have, by ezpoi^ng the weak parts of the prisons to the freqnent notice of thcdr 
inmates, been th« occasion of escapes £rom both the county prisons jwiti^ 
ttese few months. 

The windows on the upper stories in a prison should be sufficiently big^ 
above the floor, to prevent prisoners from looking through them : the muur^r 
cwindows are to the ceiling of an bihabited room or^oell (not having a store) , 
the better is the ventilation. 
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The allowance of food is I jib. of bread per day^ and soup is 
made as above described. A quantity of broken meat and a 
barrel of beer are 9ent from the Collie weekly^ which are 
divided amongst the prisoners. A person is employed and paid 
by the county to pxuchase articles for them not prohibited by 
tiie Kules. There are^ under the governor^ a deputy governor 
and two taimkeys^ also a matron, who is wijte of one of the turn- 
keys. IroAd 996 oiily used on refractory prisoners. 

In the cihapel'tliey sit in separate divisions ; the females are 
not in si^t of the inen. The chaplain performs service twice a 
week at each of the county prisons. The Uvely interest and zeal 
which he displays in fulfilling the duties of his important statk>ii> 
are highly honourable and exemplary. 



WINCHESTER. 
Ckrnnty House of Correction. 

July 1823. 

Tnis prison is situated at a short distance out of the city ; it 
consists of a solid range of building, containing the governor's 
apartments in the middle^ and on each side the cells of the pri- 
soners : other detached buildings have of late years been added. 
Although the general plan does not combine all the modem 
principles of prison architecture, more particularly that of in- 
spection, yet the various improvements which have of late 
been made in this house of correction, present a very sat|8» 
factory example of what may be done to reform a &uliy prispi^ 
by judicious and economical alteration. The extent of cias^iiSf' 
cation, about five years ago, consisted of four depi^rt^rents only^ 
three for males and one for all Ascription of females ; the pri- 
soners were mostly in irons, untried as well as trie^^ ana no 
kind of labour whatever Was provided. T^e classification is now 
extended to nine departments, and two additional wands are 
in prc^ess towards completion; in the erection of which sever^ 
of the prisoners were, at the time of 'this visit; itidusti^ofislly 
employed. 

A millTfaouse has also been erected j and a coDsidei^stble mUQ- 
ber of night-cdb have, been added, by removing the day-rpoma 
into the yards^ a pos]ti(Ml^ apparently free firbm risk, as the ya^ 
are very spacious and the outer waU lofty. The .yards jaise^re* 
markably well flagged j a circumstance which must very mate- 
rially promote the salubrity of a prison, as well as proie b^eficial 
to tL<i buildings themselves, by dispelling damp. 
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The day-Fooins are low detached buildings^ . in the yards ; 
they appear generally in an orderly condition. The interior of 
the prison is whitewashed three or four times in the year ; the 
neatness observable throughout the galleries^ night-cells^ stair- 
cases, &c. and more particularly the excellent state of the va- 
grant department (a fair test of attention in this reelect) may 
be mentioned as evincing the strict observance of cleanliness in 
this prison. The night-cells are of a good size^ as single cells : 
there are no bedsteads; the floor being of wood> the bedding is 
laid upon it.* The windows to the cdls have shatters, but 
tiiey require a small glazed aperture in them, to admit l%ht 
foithout the cold air ; the windows ov&r the cdl-doors are un- 
fortunately very large, which must often, as in the county gaol, 
allow of communication at night from cell to cell. The stair- 
cases and galleries are of wood . The windows at the end of each 
gallery are, like those iA the county gaol, badly constructed, 
being so low as to allow a person to look out, by which a weak 
part of the prison is exposed to view. On pointing out this in- 
convenience to the attending officer, he immediately confirmed 
the observation by stating, that five months before, two prisoners 
effected their escape at this very part of the prison : by means of 
a step-ladder made of their bedding, they succeeded in mounting 
the roof of the building, from which they descended into the spore 
lumber yard, which is exposed to view at the gallery window^ 
being immediately below it; from which they readily found 
means to get over the adjoining boundary wall. 

No irons are in use on the prisoners ; and great quietness 
prevailed throughout the prison at the time of this visit, which was 
at an unexpected hour, and during the absence of the governor 
at the sessions. The dietary consists of one pound and a half of 
bread, and a pint of oatmeal gruel per day, with three quarters 
of a pound of meat on Sundays : the bread is given out every 
other day, in a loaf of three pounds weight. The prisoners 
are also allowed to cook their own provisions, and to purchase, 
with their own funds, tea, coffee, &c., also tobacco, the smoking 
of which is permitted. Some restriction in these respects should 
prevail in a house of correction, where spare diet is contem- 
plated as a part of the sentence. The fires in the day-rooms 
(which are required throughout the year, for the purpose above 
mentioned) are supplied with wood faggots, as in the County 
Gaol 3 an objection to which has already been stated. 



• TTie tor breathed from the lungs is known to be heavier than pure com- 
mon air ; hence the advantage of sleeping on bedsteads in regard to health, 
and more especially so, in the very confin^ space of a prison cell. 
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There ie a detached infirmary. The chapel ia weU arranged ; 
the classes are dis^ct from each other^ and the females not in 
sight of the men. The same chaplain attends twice a week as 
at the gaol. 

A large com-miU has recently been erected ^ it is worked by 
twDr tread-wheels and two capstems : on the former^ two gai^ 
of twelve men work, and the latter take fix>m sixte^ to twenty 
men each; so that, exclusive of relays, fifty-six prisoners may 
be set to work at one time. The females are employed in 
washing, mending the clothing, &c.; they are under the care 
of the governor's wife, who is the appointed matron. 

The entrance of the prison is through the governor's dwelling- 
house, in front of which is a small garden, but there is no por- 
ter's lodge. This is a detriment to the prison: for, independent 
of the means of security which a front lodge afibrds, it is the 
most proper place for the receiving^cells, for bathing apparatus^ 
oven, &c. where prisoners, in a foul state, may be cleansed and 
visit^ by the surgeon, before they are brought into the interior 
of a clean, healthy prison. 

The following is an account of the commitments to this prison 
for the last three years t— ^ 



Felony 

Game Laws . . . 

Bastardy 

Lewd Women . 

Assaults 

Misdemeanors . 

Vagrants 

Deserters 

Evidences 

Women. 
Total .. 



1820. 



Males. 



107 

ro 

43 

• • 

34 

103 

108 

4 



471 
73 



544 



Females. 



19 



6 

1 

16 

37 



73 



1821. 



Males. 



119 

101 

39 

• • 

37 

IH 
60 

99 

9 



514 
66 



580 



Fe- 
males 



9 



8 

1 

18 

30 



1822. 



Males. 



66 



98 

127 
34 

• • 

63 

129 

55 

20 

1 



Fe- 
malea 



527 
38 



1 



565 



3 


. • 
10 
4 
15 



38 
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WINCHESTER. 

City OaoL 

hi thfe very small pdsau there are two day-rooms^ two yard^^ 
aoi two aleepuig-rooins^ which appeared to be in a prqper oon- 
dillon. The keqper*s house being in the centre^ lus windows 
biwe m vkw into the yards; but these windows require either 
gMne blinds^ or to be bricked up a foot car two hig^er^ to pre- 
Tent the prisoners from looking in upon thdr keeper and his 
fionily^ in the kitchen. Very few prisoners are to be met with 
in this prison I as many as six or eight have at tames been in 
oonfin^cneiit at once* Tlie dietary allowed Is half a quartern 
loaf <tf good bfead per day^ \^th one pound and a quarter 
of me«t OQ Sundays. Tliere is no divine service performed. The 
prison appeared dean and orderly; it has been completed only 
within these few years. 



SOUTHAMPTON. 
Common GaoL 



July IS25. 

An old and very awkward small prison^ attached to one of the 
ancient arched gateways of the town. The situation of this 
gBuol, and of the bridewellj is unfaivourable^ being dose t6 the 
shore^ in consequence of which the bufldioga are much exposed 
to damp after the fall of the tide. There is. only one small nar- 
row yard to the prison^ which is shaded by a lofty front wall, 
diirty feet or more in height: to this yard the male and finale 
prisoners have access, for exercise^ akematdy > but the windows 
of all the rooms look into it> so that the men and .women can 
fredy converse together. On the ground-Boor are two rooms > 
one is used as the men's day-room, the other as. a sleqping- 
toom, which is so damp as to require a fire in it, weekly, through- 
out the year* Between these rooms is the stair-case, leading up 
Id two other rooms corresponding with those on the floor be- 
neath; one is the sleqping-room for the men, the other is 
occupied by the females, night and day.* The keeper's room has 



• The mndow to this room might have a screen fixed up outside, to admit 
light and air from above, but to prevent the women from communicating so 
eaisily as they now can do with the men in the yard below. 
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a window looking into the yard: this is a great advantage. 
There is a supply of good watery but the dndnAge of the priscm 
appears to be in a very bad state. As the sun*s rays are efiec« 
tually excluded by the lofty wall in fi-ont^ it may be easily sup- 
posed that the premises can scarcely be otherwise than very 
damp^ exposed as they are to exhalations from the river. 

The prisoners attend chapel in the Bridewell^ across iik% 
street, into which they are conducted by a covered passage 
over the gateway. The allowance of food is sixpence per day* 
The number of prisoners usually in confinement is smali^ seldcHU 
exceeding ten or twelve at one time. The interior is white* 
washed twice a year. With a building so inconunodious^ little 
can be expected in the way of improvement. To remove^ 
however^ the inconvenience arising from the ^ility of commu- 
nication between the men and women^ it is understood to be the 
intention of the magistrates, in future, to commit all females to 
the Bridewdl. 



SOUTHAMPTON. 
Bridewell, 

July 1825. 
This small and confined bridewell has, within the last two 
years, undergone considerable improvement. The situation is a 
very bad one, being at the water side, which exposes the prison 
to great dampness. A small airing-yard^ the only one in the 
prison, has been added to the premises, from new made ground 
taken in from the river 5 the surface is very well flagged, and 
it has a good fall.^ In this yard is a hand-crank mill, caku-!- 
lated for four men ^ it works one pair of stones and a dressing- 
machine, which are placed in an adjoining room : the mill cos( 
^90. A fair supply of corn is sent in by the public. The men woilc 
six hours a day at this machine. Besides this source of labour; 
oakum-picking is also carried on, an article in good demand in 
the town. The men's day-room, which opens into the yard, is 
small ^ it has a fire-place, with benches and a table: it appeiured 
in a good state, being very frequently whitewashed, as is the 
whole of the interior. There is but one class of male prisoners. 
Above stairs are two small sleeping-rooms for the men : these 
rooms, with the staircase, appeared very clean and neat 5 indeed, 

I I I I . n il I i I ■ I II . I II I I II 

* Fowls were kept in this yard, wluch ought not to be permitted. 

d2 
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the stole of the interior of the prison in this respect was istrikio^. 
Before the addition of these rooms the male prisoners slept 
in a dungeon^ which is now used as a refractory cell. The 
walls of this dungeon are seven feet thick, being in the 
basement of one of the old towers : four steps descend into it : 
under the floor runs the town drain, which renders the place 
very damp. - A vent-hole has been cut through the viralls of this 
dungeon, and they are whitewashed once in a month or six 
weeks. 

A small chapel is laid out In the second story 5 the chaplain 
performs service once a week ; the men and women are seated 
in distinct rooms which open into each other^ the pulpit being 
placed near the door. 

' The apartments for the females are convenient; they have a day- 
room well fitted up, and a small laundry or washing-room adjoin- 
ing; also, two sleeping-rooms, in a good state : the windows are 
glazed, and are very properly furnished with shade-screens. The 
women use the same yard as the men for exercise, alternately. 
The yard is capable of being inspected, through a small glazed 
aperture in the door of the keeper*s house, a contrivance judi- 
ciously adopted. The bedding allowed consists of a straw mat- 
tress, two blankets, and a rug. The females are employed at 
needlework and washing; they are seldom in custody for more 
than a month. The governor, who is a married man, has no 
turnkey under him; his wife attends to the females; awardsman, 
the most orderly prisoner, is appointed to attend to the male 
prisoners, and to the state of their department. There were 
seven male prisoners, and not one female in confinement 
at the time of th^s visit : the total number in the course of last 
year amounted to fifty. The allowance for food is sixpence per 
day, to pay for every thing. Irons are not used. The prison is 
wdl supplied with water. 

On the whole, the state in which this small prison (a few 
years ago so very defective) was found, on a visit wholly unex- 
pected, evinces a spirit of improvement highly praiseworthy. 



BASINGSTOKE 
Town Ctaol 



Sept, 1822^. 

Was erected by the corporation in 1816. It is merely a 
prison for the town, where offenders are placed for petty 
offences; for capital crimes they are forwarded to the county 
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gaol at Winchester. No alteration has taken place in its con- 
struction within the last twelve months: it is situated in a 
healthy part of the town^ and the different rooms are well venti- 
lated. The gaoler's apartments occupy the front of the buildings 
towards the street; his bed-room window opens at the back^ 
and overlooks the prisoners* cells^ two of which are on the 
ground-floor. There are three night-cells, each 14 feet by 7 feet, 
and 7 feet high, one for women and two for men: that' fer 
women is on the second floor ; it has neither day-room nor out- 
let : tiie men*s cells have attached to each a small yard 7 feet 
by 8, enclosed by a wall, and strong, iron grating over the top, 
eight feet from the pavement. There have never been more 
than five priscmers at one time, and the total number during 
the last year is thirteen. 

There is no chapel, but a minister occasionally visits the 
prisoners. No liquors are admitted; water, and a pint loaf of 
bread per day is the allowance. No wearing apparel is provided; 
straw bedding and blankets are supplied. Irons are never used. 
Great attention to cleanliness is observable throughout. In the 
gaoler's yard, to which the prisoners have not access, a whipping- 
post is erected, and offenders are sometimes privately flogged; 
and it is much to be regretted that the barbarous custom of 
a public flogging in the market-place is more frequently re- 
sorted to. 



PORTSMOUTH. 
Borough Gaol and Bridewetl. 

Sept, 1823. 
No alteration has been made in the construction of the prison 
since its erection, about fifteen years ago. Its principal front is 
160 feet 3 back fi*ont, 141 5 in depth, about 90 feet : this area com- 
prises the whole of the prison and its yards. The prison contains 
six day-rooms, and four yards, one of which is used in conmion 
by the male misdemeanants and the male debtors; another, by 
the female misdemeanants, and the female debtors; the third, by 
the male felons and vagrants ; and £he fourth, by the female felons 
and vagrants: — the tried and untried b^ing together. There are 
no rooms appropriated particularly for work-rooms ; but the 
prisoners under sentence of hard labour are emj^oyed in beating 
and picking oakum, in the felons* yards and day-rooms, and 
in some of the cells : a book is kept of the work done by each 
prisoner. There are thirty-eight night-cells. As many as ninety 
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prisoners were confined at oEe time during the war. The 
return of the ftumber of prisoners during the present year has 
not yet been made| but, comparatively with former years^ the 
committals are diminished. No chap^ has been erected. In 
some instances, where attempts have been made to escape^ 
the prisoners have been put in irons 3 their use is otherwise 
abolished. 

* The following observations as to prison discipline are ex- 
tracted from the visiting justices' book : — 

To punish by imprisonment and hard labour, it is essential, 

1« That the confinement of the prisoner should be strict. 

ft. That he should be tmder rigid discipline. 

8. That, in the fullest sense of the term, he should be kept 
hard at work. 

4. That his food being wholesome and good, should be of the 
plunest kind possible, and in no greater quantity than abso- 
lutely necessary to health. 

5. That his clothing should be of the coarsest and cheapest 
kind, and confined to strict necessity, consistent with decency 
and personal cleanliness. 

6. That his bed and bedding should be only such as is abso- 
lutely necessary to bodily rest, tc animal warmth, and clean- 
liness. 

7. That he should have wholesome instruction. 

As the prison at this place is included in the schedule of the 
new Prison Act, and to which its salutary regulations extend, 
the appointment of a chaplain, with regular daily service or 
prayers, will form one object of attention ; and a chapel will 
probably soon be provided. All prisoners who are willing to 
learn, are taught to read and write 5 the latter art is allowed to 
commence when the prisoner is able to read a chapter in the 
Bible. 

The rules laid down by the visiting justices, more particularly 
with reference to the cleanliness of the prisoners' persons, their 
dothing, and their beddings are admirable. Coals are allowed 
throughout the year, viz. two bashels per week in winter, and 
half that quantity in summer. 

The allowance of food to the prisoners is directed to be in the 
proportion of the sixth of a gallon loaf of white bread per day to 
each prisoner, except on Friday, when they receive half that 
quantity, with three-quarters of a pound of meat, with vegeta- 
bles, to make into soup. *' No convicted felon is allowed to 
receive provisions, or presents of any description, during his im- 
prisonment.** A monitor is appointed in each ward, whose duty 
it is to maintain order, or report delinquencies. 
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NEWPORT, ISLE OF WIGHT. 
Common Gaol and Bridewell. 

Oct. 1823. 
A SMALL tread-mill has been recently erected ; it is capable of 
holding nine persons, and gives emj^leyment to three classes, 
viz. convicted felons, misdemeananto, and vagrants, who work 
alternately during the day. Offences have most materially di- 
minished since the wheel has been established ; and the effect in 
the prevention of crime thus far appears very beneficiaL 



HEREFORDSHIRE. 



HEREFORD. 
County Gaol. 

Sept. 1823. 

Th^ tread-mill has not yet been introduced at this county 
prison 3 the mill at present in use is upon the old plan, and is 
worked by six prisoners 5 the labour is considered harder than 
the tread-mill. The gross amount of the earnings for the last 
year,fix>m this labour and from other sources, was i^lOS. 15«. 6^d,i 
of which the share of the prisoners was <£22. 8s, lid, ; the county 
share, .£69. 9s. 10|d. ; and that of the governor, £l6, I6s. 8|d. : 
but the amount must depend on the value put on the articles 
made, which in this country is rated very low. The commit- 
ments in the year 1822, were 299, of whom 59 were females } 
17 males and 6 females were under seventeen years of age 5 14 
of the above number (299) were committed more than once, 
two for the third time, and one for the fourth. No escape has 
taken place for some years past. Lunatic prisoners are not 
confined in this gaol. The dietary is one pound five ounces of 
good bread, one quart of gruel, with one quart of good soup : 
the expense of which may be stated at 25. 2-Jc/. per week each 
prisoner. A matron is appointed, who has charge of the female 
prisoners. No prisoners, either before or after trial, are kept in 
irons, excepting by way of punishment, for breaking, or at- 
tempting to break and escape from gaol, or for very refractory 
behaviour. 
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No. alteration has taken place in the construction or manc^e- 
ment of the prison since the last Report was printed, excepting 
that the general use of irons on prisoners charged with felony 
has been discontinued. 
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HERTFORD. 
County Gaol and House of Correction. 

Sept, 1825. 
Th£8b prisons are likely to undergo some few alterations in 
respec^t of classification, &c., so as to conform to the provi- 
sions of the new Act 3 they remain at present in much the same 
state as reported last year. In the House of Correction the 
tread-mill has been most successfully in use for the last three 
years, having fully answered the purpose intended, — that of keep- 
ing the prisoners constantly employed, without the slightest 
injury to health or limbs. 
The numbers committed have been as under : — 

In 1820, to the gaol, 116. . to the house of correction, 169 

1821 102 154 

1822 133 225 

It would seem, by the above statement, that crime was upon 
the increase. However, judging from the prisoners now in 
the prison, amounting in the whole, including debtors, only 
to sixty, and those, generally speaking, for trifling offences (as 
well as those under the new Vagrant Act), it would appear 
that crimes were upon the decline. 
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MAIDSTONE. 
County Gaol and House of Correction. 

^ Ab».1823. 

The improvements on the female side of the prison, reported 
to be in progress last year, have been completed, by which 
thirty-two new cells have been added, viz. twelve of 13j feet 
by 6 j each, calculated in ordinary times for three females ; four 
of 11 feet by 6 j j and sifleen of Tf feet by 6, intended for single 
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oells. This arrangement' of cells of different sizes is found of 
great advantage^ inasmudi as it allows of tlie separate confine- 
ment of those females whose habits and language are particn* 
larly depraved. 

On the male side of the prison there are twenty-six wards or 
classes } four of the largest comprise two day-rooms each. There 
is a spacious airing-yard to each ward^ and provision lias been 
made for an extension of the buildings, whenever it may be found 
necessary. In the house of correction there are two large work- 
rooms^ in which various kinds of work are successfully carried 
on. The male prisoners sentenced to hard labour are employed 
in the manu&ct^ire of hop bags and pockets, sacking, shirting, 
and linen for the dress of the female prisoners 3 also twine-spin- 
nins, shoe-making and mending, picldng oakum, and mat- 
making. The females are employed in washing, ironing, and 
needle-work. Male prisoners on summary convictions are set to 
work at a capstern-wheel for raising water to supply the prison. 
The sum of £1076, 15«. Sd. was paid to the county treasurer^ 
on account of work performed by the prisoners for the year 
ending I6th April last. The amount of earnings is at present 
thus appropriated: prisoners'" sentenced to hard labour receive 
one-tI)ird of their estimated earnings on their dischai^e; 
those not sentenced to labour, one-half of their estimated 
earnings. The officers of the prison are not allowed to derive 
any profit whatever from the earnings, the whole proceeds 
Hiereof being carried to the credit of the county. Prisoners on 
summary conviction, as well as vagrants, receive on tbeir dis-^ 
charge nine-pence a day, (not exceeding three days) to carry 
them to the place from whence they were committed. An alter* 
ation is about to take place in respect of earnings, so soon as 
the new Rules receive tlve sanction of the judges, when prisoners 
sentenced to hard labour will not be allowed any portion of their 
earnings, except in the nature of a reward for orderly conduct 
during their confinement. A few other alterations have also been 
agreed upon in the rules of the prison, which have, since the 
passing of the new Act, undergone a revision j one of wliich is, 
the imposing greater restriction on the personal intercourse of 
convicted prisoners of every description with their friends. 

The provisions of the new Act require a variety of alterations 
in the construction of this prison; the female side is to re- 
ceive a further addition; and in various parts of the male side' 
two cells will be thrown into one for the reception of three 
prisoners (under section 49 of the Act) -, one of the very lai^e 
wards will also be subdivided, by which means each of the prin- 
cipal classes will have a smaller ward attached, whereby those 
prisoners of depraved character may be separated. 

Xhe dietaries are as follows : — ^To all prisoners in the common 
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giK>]^ one pound and ahalf of bread pet day, with a pint of vege- 
table soup. To prisoners sentenced to hard labour, during the 
three first months of their imprisonment, the gaol allowance as 
above 3 during the next three months^ seven pounds of breads 
half a pound of meat, seven pounds of potatoes, half a pound 
of suet pudding, one pint of ox-head soup, and one pound of 
oatmeal, per week. From and after six months to the end 
of their iminrisonment, seven pounds of bread, one pound of 
meat, seven pounds of potatoes> two pints of ox-head soup, one 
pound of suet pudding, and one pound of oatmeal, per we^. To 
prisoners on summary convictions, the gaol allowance as above. 
To vagrants, one pound and a half of bread per day, except 
when sentenced to further imprisonment, when they receive an 
addition of one pint of soup per day. The average weekly cost 
has varied during the last year from Is, 5d. to Is. 11^. per head. 

The chaplain performs divine service twice on Sundays, Christ- 
mas-day, and Good Friday, and preaches morning and evening 
pn those days: he administers the sacrament four times a year 5 
he also visits prisoners in solitary confinement daily, and reads 
prayers in the chapel every Wednesday and Friday: besides, 
whidi, he frequently visits all the wards in the prison, lor the 
purpose of conversing with the prisoners, and distributing suit- 
able books among them. Ample provision is made for the 
instruction of the prisoners : there are two juvenile and one adult 
schools for the males, and one for the females, to which teach- 
ers, selected from the prisoners, are appointed: — ^aU these schools 
are under the immediate superintendence of the chaplain. 

There are at this period two lunatic prisoners, one a female, 
committed the 5th October, 1817> the other a male prisoner, 
who has recently become insane. 

The conduct of the prisoners is reported as orderly in general; 
and, with the exception of attempts to break prison, no case of 
material importance has occurred to the contrary. There have 
been no complaints against the quality of the provisions; the 
prison is at the present time in a heidthier state than at any 
tbrmer period. A tread-mill is now erecting, and will be com* 
pleted in a few months. 

There are nine male turnkeys and one taskmaster ; there is 
also a matron, a female turnkey, and a female officer stationed 
at the porter*s lodge, to examine all female prisoners or visitors. 
The number of persons this prison is calculated to contain, in 
single cells, is 482 ; but as many of the oells are intended for 
more than one person, the number may be estimated at 522. 
The greatest number in confinement at one period during the 
last year, was 452. The total number of persons committed in 
the year ending Michaelmas last^ was 1590; the number of 
cases oi sickness 628, and the deaths four* The number of 
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pereoiiB in custody within the prison at Michaebnas last amounted 
to 331^ of the following description: — 

Debtors^ male , 23 

female O 

Misdemeanants^ male 126 

female..... 37 

Felons, male 118 . 

female 27 

331 
Of these, 225 were tried prisoners, iSS untried; and 159 
were, at that period, under employment. 



CANTERBURY. 
City Gojoh 



Nw. 1623. 

This prison is situated over the gateway, at the western 
^itrance of the city. It is so confined as not to allow of proper 
separation, much less classification or employment of the 
prisoners. There are no means adopted to secure their moral and 
religious instruction, or any rules for the government of the 
prison ; but it is principally under the direction and control of 
the sherifP of the city, whose humanity insures to the prisoners 
a proper quantity of suitable food, and such accommodation and 
regulations, as the limited nature of the prison admits of. Irons 
are not used, except in very particular cases, when the use of 
them seems unavoidable. The mischievous effects of the want 
of discipline are very obvious in the licentious manners and 
behaviour of the prisoners, «nd in tiieir frequent return to the 
jHison. Their number generally varies from four to ten, and even 
fifteen at one time in confinement. Some change is however 
about to take place; a house of correction is to be erected^ 
the prisoners are to be anployed under a taskmaster; they, 
are to have the benefit of moral and religious instruction; the 
gaol is also to be enlarged, and the wh(^e establishment is to be' 
placed under proper rules and regulations. 



ROCHESTER. 
City (xOoL 

^pril 1823. 
This small and inconvenient prison, in the middle of the city^ 
remains without alteratk)n. There were at this time eleven pri- 
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sonere confined in it, of which th^e were eight m^i and one 
woman for misdemeanors, for various terms from three to six 
months; one smuggler.for not paying a fine; one debtor under 
confinement for eighty days, for a sum of £S.l9s. (of which 18*. 
were costs) by. order of the court of requests. 

The ten men were all together, the woman by herself, but the 
apartment only separated fi'om the men*s airing ground by open 
iron railing, so that there was nothing to interrupt conversation 
between them. There being but one very small yard, the 
woman could only be let out for exercise when the men were 
locked up. The men's sleeping places consist of four small 
rooms, of which three are about fourteen feet long, and between 
five or six feet wide, containing two beds each ; the fourth room 
still less, containing one bed. There have been as many as 
twenty-six prisoners crowded into these small rooms, viz. eight 
in each of the three larger rooms, two on each bedstead, and the 
other four on bedding placed on the ground, as a third bedstead 
could not be got in. 

One of the rooms has a large ring fixed to the floor, to 
which any prisoner, sentenced to death is chained till his exech- 
tion or removal 5 for the corporation possess and exercise the 
power of trying capital ofifences. Four years ago a man was 
capitally convicted by the corporation and recorder, and executed 
at the back of the prison ; and last year another was sentenced 
to death, but ultimately sent to the hulks. 

It is only of late years that the corporation have availed them^ 
selves of their right of trying capital offences j l>efore which, they 
were in the habit of sending prisoners so charged to the county 
gaol at Maidstone, to be tried at the assizes. This alteration 
occasions Rochester prfeon to be much more crowded than it 
would otherwise be. 

Two years ago the prisoners were employed in making door* 
mats, but it being found difficult to find a sale for them, there has* 
since been no kind of occupation; nor has a clergyman been in 
the prison for between one and two years, nor any religious ser- 
vice performed there. The smallness of the place does not 
admit of any sort of classification, nor is there any instruction. 

The prisoh seemed tolerably clean: the wsdls are white*, 
washed twQ or three times a year. The allowance to the pri<* 
soners is sixpence per day to criminals, and threepence to debtors, 
with which they purchase what they please, with the exception 
of spirituous liquors. 

One of the male prisoners was in irons, having been refiractory. 
Debtors are sent here under sentence of the court of requests, 
and for sums not exceeding JB6: the term of confinement de- 
pends on the amount of the debt:, the smallest sum is^<. Id, the 
expenses attending which would be 10». 6d, 
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For any Sum under £, 1« the imprisonment is 30 days. 

jgQ, 40 

^3, 60 

jg4, 80 

£h, . ^ 100 

The debtor confined for the debt of j£3. 1<. \vas thus to pass 
eighty days in the society of felons^ in this wretched place of 
confinement. 

This prison seems to have ahnost every fault a gaol can have : 
there is great want of room^ no place for the sick: tried and 
untried criminals and debtors all live together^ as £ir as regards 
the men^ and these having the opportunity of constant commu- 
nication (through an iron-railing) with the women : — no employ- 
ment : — ^no instruction : — ^no religious service. The prisoners* 
friends are admitted every day, not excepting Sundays, between 
two and four : they come into the yard or day-room amongst all 
the prisoners, there being no separate place to receive them : 
there was at this time a woman with a young child sitting in 
one of these rooms. 
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LANCASTER. 
Castle, County GaoL 

Aug, 1825. 

The improvements on the felons' side, by which the day- 
rooms as well as yards are placed under inspection, have been 
completed since last year, and the good effect upon the general 
conduct of these prisoners is daily visible. These alterations, 
which have been laid out with much ingenuity by the governor, 
present an interesting example of the moral advantage to be 
acquired, in the management of prisoners, by a judicious atten- 
tion to the best principles of prison arcMtecture. Heretofore, 
the day-rooms of these classes (which in general comprehend 
the worst description of county prisoners) were only to be in- 
spected by the officer's passing through the yards to them | so 
that the effect of bis visit, in cases of alarm or otherwise, was 
very much lost, previous notice of his approach being inevi- 
table. Under the present improved arrangement, the influence 
of the officer's authority is extended ) and the occasions of dis-- 
order, or schemes for escape diminish^ in consequence of the 
prisoner being liable to sudden and frequent inspection. 

This same principle is also pre-eminently displayed in the 
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plan of the female penitoiUary buUding^ by which on ia^rtant 
aid is afiforded for the carrying on the present excellent system 
of discipline with the female. prisoners. The average number 
of females in this department^ during the year^ is about fifty : 
and as a proof of the good effects or the system pursued in this 
penitentiary^ the occnrrence-book exhibited, for the last nine 
moirthSy only three cases of women having been brought under 
the graver punishment of solitary confinement ; — some few had 
been punished for trifling faults, by being derived of their 
Sunday dinner of beef, &c. or by other mild restrictions. 

The gross amount of earnings for the year ending June 1893^ 
ie ^900. 168, Id.', out of which ^£447. 17 s. Id. has been paid 
fer sundry disbursements, including also the prisoners* share, and 
£139. I88,5d, the share of the taskmaster 5 leaving a net profit 
of about j£213. derived from the labour of the prisoners. 

The cost of food during the year has amounted to £&88. &«. 2d. 
tiie average number of crown prisoners in the gaol 149 ; their 
aven^ weekly cost per head 2«. Sjd. | the average nmnber of 
debtors 129. 
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Kirkdale County Home of Correction. " 

Oct. 1823. 

This new prison is calculated to contain nearly 400 prisoners 
in separate sleeping-cells: there are twenty-one classes of prison- 
ers — twelve for males, and nine for females. Each class has a 
day-room, airing-yard, and wOrk-room. The present nuniber 
of prisoners within the walls is 550, and the average number in 
confinement, from June 1822 to June 1823, was 507. The 
dietary varies every three days in succession, and is as fellows:—* 

First Day : — ^Breakfest, one pint of gruel, and half-a-pound ol 
bread. Dinner— one pint and a half of scouce, made from one 
and a half pound of potatoes, with meat, salt, and pepper. 
Supper, as breakfest. 

Second Day : — ^Breakfest, as before. Dinner— one quart of 
broth, made m>m ox heads, with vegetables, meal, salt, pepper, 
with half a pound of bread. Supper, as before. 

Third Day *, — ^Breakfast, as &Bt day. Dinner— one herring, 
with one and a half pound of potatoes. Supper, as before. 

A tread-mill is now erecting in this house of correction, fiHr 
the employment of 100 prisoners (exclusive of relays), in ten 
separate classes. It is expected that the power will be applied 
to grinding corn for the supply of the prison, and for sale. 
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MANCHESTER. 
New Bcaiey. 

Sept. 1823. 
Thb most recent alteration in tliis large house of correction 
is the introduction of the tread-mill^ which is now in a state of 
forwardness. It consists of eight tread-wheels^ calculated to 
hold 104 persons ; which^ with the relays^ may employ as many 
as 150 prisoners. 



PRESTON. 
County House of Correction. 

Sept. 1823. 

A TBEAD'UiLLy to hold eighty persons^in four separate classes^ 
is ordered to be erected in this prison. 

7%e follc^mng is a vummary Account of the average Number tf 
Prisoners, the Cost of Food, and the Gross Amount of Earnings 
for the last Four Years. 





1 








Balance 


Year 
ending 


Average 
Number of 


Total Cost 
of 


Grose 
Amount of 


Net Profit 

to the County 

from the 


to be 

defrayed 

by the 

Coimty for 

Mainte*- 


JSaster 


Prisoners. 


Pood. 


Earnings. 


Prisoners' 


Sttaons. 










nance of 












Prisoners. 


< 




£. 9. d. 


£. «. d. 


£. 9. d. 


£. 9. a. 


1820.. 


344 


1,894 16 2 


1,499 6 


1,037 2 3 


857 13 11 


1821.. 

1 


349 


1,988 8 S 


2,149 13 5 


1,398 9 1 


589 19 A 


1822. « 1 


202i 


916 5 9 


1^9 16 < 


702 11 9 


213 14 


^823.. 


143§ 


552 5 3 


818 1 1 


405 19 4 


146 5 11 





€ost of a Week's Diet for each Prisoner, for Quarter eroding 

JulylB^. 

d, s. d. 

7 Loaves of breads each (weighing 20 oz.) cost 1^ 

1 Pound of beef 3} 

J Pound of stew 2 

2 Pounds of oatmeal H 

I Pound of cheese 5^ 

J Pound of salt 1 

3 Pounds of potatoes Oj 

1 8| 



.... lOi 


.... 


H 





H, 





3 





H 





oi 





oj 



[ 48 ] 



LEICESTERSHIRE, 



LEICESTER. 
County Gaol 

Oct. 1823. 

The classification of this gaol remains in the same defective 
state ; there are but four classes^ viz. debtors, felons, misde- 
meanants, and female prisoners. The addition of a new female 
ward is contemplated 5 but it remains a material question whe- 
ther it would not be more prudent to decide upon the erection of 
a new prison. As the borough of Leicester is included in the 
schedule of the new Prison Act to which its provisions are ap- 
plicable, it would be highly important also to consider how &r 
an arrangement between the county and the borough could be 
brought about, by which one new prison establishment should 
serve the public objects of both jurisdictions. 

In the house of correction several excellent alterations have 
been very recently introduced into its system of management. 
The allowance of food to prisoners at hard-labour was only one 
pound eleven ounces of bread per day, which was distributed 
every other day ; this has been increased by the addition of five 
ounces of bread and three pints of gruel, and the distribution of 
the food now takes place every day. With this salutary change of 
dietarv, a regulation of allowing no extra food to be supplied by 
the prisoners* friends is enforced. The'use of tobacco is aliso prohi- 
bited. The prisoners are also provided with prison clothing 5 and 
an allowance of coals is now made to them fix>m about Michael" 
mas to Lady-day. A matron has also been appointed, and the 
attendance of a master for the instruction of the prisoners has 
been increased to two hours a day, and four hours on Sundays. 
The prisoners' fiiends are now only admitted on an order of the 
visiting magistrates 3 and on the discharge of a prisoner a small 
and sufficient sum of money is granted to carry him home. 
Thus it may be reported that the discipline of this prison has un- 
dergone very considerable improvement since last year. 

T^e present number in confinement is fifty males and seven 
females. 
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LEICESTER. 
Borough Gaol. 

Oct. 1825- 
No siheratiOA since last year ; but in consequence of Hie new 
Act for consolidating and amending the laws rektiiig to gaols^ 
€cc. it will be necessary eith^ to make considerable additions to 
this very defective prison^ or to erect a new gaoly whieh must 
occasion a very heavy expense upon the boroughs Thb total 
number of prisoners committed during tiie past year is 39S^ and 
the largest number at one time in th^ prison was fifteen. The 
dietary continues to be twenty-two ounces of bread per di9iy ; 
clothing is allowed if necessary. A chaplain performs duty 
4;wice a week. 



LINCOLNSHIRE. 



UNCOLN CASTLE. 
Coufity GodL 

^ug, 1823, 
Thb further extension of this prison is for the present delayed. 
In consequence of the erection of a new county hall (within the 
precincts of the gaol) in the place of the old one, wliich was in 
a ruinous condition. This hew building is now in progress^ and 
may probably require two years for its completion. 



FOLKINGHAM. 
County House x^ Correction. 

Aug. 1823. 

This prison is well situated upon an elevated site of groupd j 
it is surrounded by a complete boundary- wall, and is calculated 
for forty prisoners. The governor's house is placed in tl^ centre^ 
having two wiiigs or buildings connected with it, with four 
yards radiating from the centre. These yards are airy^ dry, and 
well gravelled, and a supply of water is laid into each ; they are 
under inspection from the governor's windows. The prisoners 
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are divided into four classes^ three for men and one for women ; 
there were at this time twenty-six men and six women in the 
prison. The prisoners sleep sometimes as many as five or six to- 
gether^ in large night ceUs. There is no regular infirmary, but 
three ceUs are set apart in case of sickness. 

In t)ie chapel the male and female prisoners are separated, but 
j^YJ'f^ exposed to view.oQe.pf another, which is highly objec- 
il^loA^je, Divine service is performed every Sunday, and prayers 
onoefiwe^. : 

[• i^i^e men are employed, in manu&cturing worsted*thread by 
Hpyf^nerV) also in grinding Cora at a hand-crank mill for the 
service Qi the prison, and for sal^ : the prisoners are allowed a 

Girtion of their earnings. The dietary consists of a pound and a 
ilf of good bread and a pint of gruel per day, with half a pound 
of meat three times a week. Prisoners not sentenced to hard 
labour, who are willing to work as the others, are allowed half a 
pound of bread extra every day. 

It is understood that the magistrates have had in contempla- 
tion the enlargement of this prison 5 the plan of it appears well 
suited for additions, without impairing its general advantages. 



LOUTH. 
County House of Correction. 

Sept. 1823. . 
A TREAD-MILL for the employment of twenty-'four to forty- 
eight prisoners luts been erected : the power is applied to 
grinding com. The following is an account of the profit derived 
tiierefix)m since Midsummer sessions 1821. 
From Midsummer sessbns 1 82 1, to 

Ditto Ditto. . 1822, gross profit £86 4 2 

From. . Ditto Ditto. . 1822, to 

Ditto Ditto. .1823 75 3 8 



161 7 10 



Out of which has been paid during the above pe- 
riods to prisoners on their discharge, apenny . per day, 

1822, 50 11 5 

1823, 45 5 11 

£9S 17 4 
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fiaknce paid lo the county; 1822 .... S5 12 5 

1823 29 ir 9 



£6B 10 2 



^or the rate of labour^ dee the table of tread-milla. 



KIRTON AND SKIRBECK. 
County House of Correction. 

Sept, 1823. 

A TREAD-MILL has been recently introduced -, it has one wheel 
capable of holding six persons only. Sixpence is allowed each 
i)risoner, with which he may purchase any unexceptionable pro- 
visions. There have seldom been a sufficient number of working 
prisoners to keep the mill in full power for grinding corn. 
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NEWGATE. 

iVbr. 1825. 
TfiE number of persons committed to this prison, during the 
last seven years, have been as follows :— 

Years. Males. Females. Total 

1816. 1644 454 2098 

1817 1993 478 2471 

1818 1746 470........ 2216 

J2i? ^^ 439 2344 

1820 1918 442 2360 

1821 1698 426 2124 

1822 1794 ........ 391 2185 

This prison continues in the same state as tdien reported 
last year : its defects are such bs to render it necessary to idont 
considerable alterations either with regard to the d4criptions 
of pnsoners committed to it, or by an eniaigement of the prison 
Itself. Although It is calculated to receive upwards of four 
hundred pnsoners, its capacity as a prison is quite disproportionate 
to Its means both of classification and of due ^acTmmS 
tion. It has four pnncipal stations, or departments :--the first 
the press-yard, contains those under sentence of death; the second 
includmg three yards, one for transports, one for jivenile pri- 

■ 2 *^ 
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8oner8> and one for the i^flinxiiiry male prisoners; the thin! 
station comprehends two yards for untried felons, and one for 
fiiiea; the fourth is the female side, consisting of two yards. To 
each yard are from two to five wards^ having one common 
staircase. On the untried side twd ysu^s or classes only are 
provided^ to receive persons of every description committed 
from the metropolis^ and the populous county of Middlesex, on 
charges of all kinds of felonies. Among the fines, forming a 
distinct class, may be found bankrupts for fraudulent accounts, 
lunatic prisoners, and persons for various minor offences, com- 
mitted for six, twelve, or eighteen months confinement, for whom 
no employment whatever is provided. The classification on the 
female-side is still more defective : here the only separation is 
that of the tried from the untried; but the windows of the 
wards being low, there is abundant facility of commmiication 
from one to the other. 

. With the exception of those under sentence of death, aS the 
prisoners sleep in companies, varying from twenty, or even 
thirty persons downward, according to the state of the prison in 
point of numbers. The bedding is laid on the floor, which is 
raised in the form of barrack bedsteads, and consists of three 
blankets or rugs, and a rc^e mat. 

The accommodation for the condemned prisoners has been 
more particularly described in the Appendix of last year. There 
were, at the time of this visit, forty-two under sentence of death ; 
these prisoners have to sleep, two, and in many cases three in a 
cell ', and in the day they are all mixed together, having two 
wards, and one yard for exercise. It was reported last year, 
that the prisoners of this class only wore irons ; it is very satis- 
feujtory now to be able to state, that (with the exception of 
refractory prisoners) the use of the iron fetter is banished trom 
Newgate. From this circumstance, that department of the prison 
which heretofore resounded with the incessant noise of iron 
fetters, is now comparatively still. The unhappy prisoners were 
found in a very quiet state, with the exception of a few who, for 
refractory conduct, had been removed from "the cells" into 
a separate yard, and three or four of the most desperate of these 
were in irons. They were observed amusing themselves, with 
the ap$)earance of the greatest unconcern, in playing at marbles 
in their yard. 

The excellent enactment of the Legislature, empowerii^ the 
judges, in their discretion, to record a sentence of death without 
passing it upon criminals convicted of capital felonies, had not, 
at the date of this visit, been applied at the Old Bailey courts : in 
no other prison, perhaps, would the consequences of such a mea- 
sure be so important as in Newgate. Of the forty-two capital con- 
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▼icts in the condemned cells, perhaps not one-e%hth part are 
likely to suffer the awiiil sentence of the law. Every on^ of them; 
however^ it is more than probable^ will entertdn hopes of re- 
prieve untU the announcement of the fatal warrant of execution. 
Of what infinite importance, then, does a separation of one from 
the other appear to be ! It is earnestly desired that this subject 
may claim the attention which it deserves. 

The number of transports was less than usual, a removal to 
the hulks having recently taken place. On these occasions the 
male prisoners are conveyed away in open vans. 

On the untried side, at this dme occupied by prisoners of the 
description before stated, it is very common to meet vrith persons 
of respectable connections, committed on charges of forgery or 
frauds, others on charge of a first offence, or for felonies of a 
totally different nature from such as would mark a desperate and 
deeply villanous character. A greater means, therefore, of 
dass^cation among the prisoners coming tmder the deno- 
mination of felons for trial in this prison, is exceedingly to be 
desired. 

With the exception of the few refractory capital convicts, 
there was an appearance of order, quiet, and good discipline 
throughout every department, which was highly satisfactory. 

The allowance of food consists of a pint of gruel every morn- 
ing, 1 lb. of bread per day, and for dinner on aKemate days six 
ounces of beef (boiled), or one quart of soup. The prisoners 
are permitted to receive from their friends provisions of eVery 
kind, except spirituous liquors 3 including, malt liquors in a 
limited quantity per day. 

The chapel remains in the same incommodious state as last 
year : the females, who sit in one of the galleries, are still most 
improperly exposed to the view of the male prisoners 5 the net- 
ting in fit>nt of the gallery being perfectly useless as a screen. 
Prayers are read every morning, and the usual service is per- 
formed on Sundays. The chapel is, however, very incapable at 
present of accommodating the large number of prisoners *, ft 
is expected that some alteration in it will shortly take place. 
The chaplain^ visits the prison every day; and keeps a journal, 
as directed by the new Act, which affords an excellent oppor* 
taxutj for making known many valuable focts and observations, 
which might otherwise escape attention* 

The state of the infirmary, and the remarkable healthiness of 
the prison, should not be passed by unnoticed. That department 
which consists of four wards, appeared in excellent order: the 
number of sick of every description being only eleven, of whom 
one man was so ill as to be in bed, In the female infirmary. 
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oontaming three wards^ there were seven female patients^ one of 
whom was in bed. 

Hie Ladies* Committee are^ as usual, in regular attendance. 
It is only to be regretted that so admirable a system of female 
prison discipline should continue to be impeded by local arrange- 
ments so very defective and prejudicial. With such limited 
means of classification, and with a total want of inspection, 
resulting from the plan of the building, the best exertions and 
r^;ulBitions will in many cases be thwarted. Much, however, 
continues to be effected in ameliorating the moral condition fi 
these prisoners 5 and very satbfiu^ory accounts have been re- 
ceived from New South Wales of the conduct of the transports 
who have been removed from this prison. 



In the removal of transports from the country they are occa- 
stonaUy lodged at Newgate for one night, whenever that the 
party hi^pen to reach town too late in the day to proceed to 
their place of destination. 

A female convict from Cardigan gaol, on her way to the 
hulks, was brought in very recently, chained in a most shamdful 
manner. The chain was festened by the usual ring and iron bolt 
to her leg above her ande, it was again attached to her thigh, a 
little above the knee, and the end of it was festened by a cord 
round her waist 3 to the cord was attached a pair of handcuffs . 
In this state she was brought in late at night by her two male 
attendants : she was not suffered to be passed into the female 
ward of this prison until these fetters were removed from her 
person 3 this was performed in the presence of the female officer 
on duty, and although the iron bolt was detached with all the 
care practicable, it occasioned her to feint under the pain. These 
fects were represented by an eye-witness, and may be entirely 
depended upon : the convict herself declared she viras kept in 
chains during her term of more than a year's imprisonment. 

A few other instances might be reported of female convicts 
having been recently treated in a somewhat similar manner on 
being conveyed from the country to the transport ship; but the 
Committee trust that the present case will suffice to attract that 
attention to the practice, which may secure its entire abolition. 
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GILTSPUft-STREBT HMSON. 

Om. 1835. 
ToK foltowing Tables show the numbw and deaci^tiMi of 
conunitmeDts to this prisoa for the last aereo- yean i— 
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The pri0oii oontinues in the same state as hst year ; but hnme- 
cKate measures of impravement are in contemplation, with the 
viarof rendering the prison comformable to the new Act. The 
dassification, it is therefore expected, will be extended. A 
matron is appointed, who continaally superintends the females. 

The dietary consists of one pound of bread per day, one quart 
of gruel for breakiGiat every morning ; six ounces of meat, 
dressed without bone, for dinner every other day, and on alter- 
nate days, a quart of soup, made with pease, vegetables, and half 
a bullock's head. The men employed at the com-miU (which 
is worked by the hand^ and is very laborious) are allowed half 
a pound of bread extra; and the females haJtf a pound of pota- 
toes eack on the days when meat is allowed for dinner. 



MIDDLESEX COUNTY HOUSE OF CORRECTION, 

COLDBATH FIELDS. 

Oei.l925. 

Tn number of commitments to thisihouse of oorrecticm, for 
the Jaat eight years, has been as follows : — 

Tear. Males. Female. Total. Yacnnts iaduded. 

1815 1681 669 2350 664 

1816 2178 697. 2875 789 

1817 2947 720 3667 1499 

1818 3154 748 39P2 1736 

1819 2941 774 3715 1589 

1820 2683 639 3322 1287 

1821 2620 759 3379 1028 

1822 3131 1267 4398 1320 

The number of deaths were — in 1820, eight -, 1821, seven ; 
18^, eleven, of whom seven were vagrants 3 1823, first three 
montl^Sj eight 5 to the end of October thirt^n — n"^F»g 21 in 
ten months. 

In the early part of the present year the prison was less 
healthy than usual. The number of deaths, for the first three 
months, virill be remarked as presenting a heavy proportion^ 
compared with the preceding years 5 since which period, how- 
ever, the health of the prison has recovered its usual state. The 
dietary in use during the winter, consisted of one pound and a 
half of white bread and a pint of gruel, daily, with half a pound 
of beef on Sundays. 

This allowance was altered in the first week of March, and 
the following was substituted : — 

Three days in the week — six ounces of boiled meat, one pint 
of gruel> and one pound and a quarter of bread -, — three days in 
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the'week^ one pintc^ grud^ one pint oi do«q[> made from the 
boiled meat of the preening day» with one pomid and a quarter 
of bread j — one day^ a quart of gruel^ with a pound. and a 
quarter of bread. 

The time allowed for the prisoners to see theur friends is now 
restricted to one day in the month. This regulation^ so con- 
sistent with good discipline in a house of correction^ must be 
felt as a severe additional restraint by most of the prisoners. 
The magistrates in tliis district^ however^ grant occasional orders 
of admission. 

The juTcnile prisoners are instructed about two hours in the 
afternoon of each day, under the care of a sdioolmaster. The 
chaplain attends to perform service twice a week^ and on 
Sundays, both in the morning and in the afternoon 3 the men 
and women are brought up to chapel at separate times. 

The number of prisoners in conGnement at the period of this 
visit, was 5^ ; three months ago it amounted to 725. The 
number of inferior officers has been increased to twelve male 
turnkeys, two female turnkeys, two day watchmen, and four night 
watchmen — in all twenty, over 500 to 700 prisoners, or one 
officer over 25 to 35 prisoners. One turnkey is in constant 
attendance in each of the eight yards, whilst the prisoners are at 
work in the tread-wheels. 

This extensive piece of machinery remains in the same state 
as reported last year. The power derived from the combined 
exertion of upwards of 200 persons, is still applied to no useful 
purpose whatever, being expended in the air, by means of a large 
fly-wheel. We earnestly anticipate the erection of a mill. 

The state of the vagrant department is improved ; they are 
now divided into two classes, and are generally provided with 
prison clothing: their present employment is picking oakum. 
The prison is well ventilated 5 the waUs, &c. are repeatedly 
lime-washed, and particularly the edges of the flooring in the 
passages and staircases, which is of much advantage m point 
of cleanliness. There are four infirmaries, or sick rooms, two 
for each sex. The whole prison appeared quiet and orderly. 



NEW PRISON, CLERKENWELL. 

Oct. 1823. 
The commitments of prisoners for trial or on police charges, 
&c, to this prison, have been as under : — 



In 1817 4046 

1818 4112 

1819.. 3879 

1820 3009 



1821 4622 

1822.#. .... ....5094 

1823 to 27 Oct... 4002 
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The prison is iBtende^ to contain 240 prisoners^ but in the last 
summer their number actually amounted to 388 at one- time. 
The state of the prison continues unaltered 5 but at the ter« 
mination of the present sessions the magistrates will probably 
consider of^ and adopt some few alterations^ to render iSbt prison 
Gonformable with the provisions of the Act. A schoolmastier has 
been lately appointed to attend to the instruction of the boys. No 
matron has as yet been appointed. No irons have been in use 
for several years past.* 

On the discharge of the prisoners by proclamation^ ^tiiiel'eoarse 
adopted is as follows '.--^an order in writing is traiismitted* '60m 
the sesiions-court to the governor, containing the list of pii- 
soners to be discharged 3 each prisoner answers to his name in 
the office, the governor at the same time carefully diecking the 
same from his register, when the prisoner is immediately dis« 
duo-ged at the prison door. A few days ajgo I07 men and 
women were dlschaiged in this manner. Etu^h person receives' 
a shilling. 



WESTMINSTER. 
Tothill Fields Bridewell 



Oct, 1823. 

No alteration has yet taken place in this very defective brides- 
well : it is however expected that the salutary influence of the 
late legislative measure on the improvement of our prisons^ will 
soon take effect in this disgraceful prison. 
' 'The same classification exists as heretofore, viz. 

1. Male debtors and assaults, occupying one yard and' 

day-room, but sleeping separately at n^t. 

2. Male vagrants, in one small yard. 

3. Male felons, tried and untried, in one long yard. 
4 and 5. Females, who have two spacious yards. 

The male felons occupy the first yard next the front entrance 
of the prison. Here are to be found the tried, the untried, the 
young and the old^ the most villanous and desperate character 
with the novice in crime. Sometimes their number will amount 
to 40, 50, or even 70, (men and boys) collected together in this 
yard without employment, and having only one small room or 

* The cast-iron blinds with which the windows of this prison are provided, 
d^erye particidar notice ; they resemble, in appearance, the common Venetian 
blind, the shades of which incline so as to admit light, but to preivent a person 
within the cell from looking out below, being made entirely of cast-iron, and 
firmly fixed into the brick-work ; they alfo add very greatly to the security of 
the window, without obstructing the circulation of the air. 
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day-cdl to resort to for shelter* It is scarcely to be believed 
that this court-yard, contuning such a congregation of prisoners, 
should have been so long suffered to be the general standing place 
for visitors of every description who come to see the prisoners of 
the following classe&-^btors, fines, assaults, vagrants, as well 
as the female prisoners. On one side of the yard may be seen 
the male and female friends of the women holding intercourse 
with them at thdr door, and at the other end of the yard, the 
friends of the debtors and of their companions (the prisoners 
for assaults^ &e.) also in conversation together; and all the 
visitors eodoaed in the same yard with the male felons, and 
passing or repassing amongst them. Here may be observed the 
decent mpectable looking woman in conversation with her un- 
fortunate husband, or the young daughter with her mother in 
oonfinementj there the abandoned prostitute, surrounded by the 
profligate male folons, conversing with her friend in confinement 
on the female side. It is npt easy to do justice to, or indeed 
fully to ai^reciate, the merits of the governor and of his ofScers 
under him, upon whom has devolved, year after year, the task 
of keeping such a prison : into which it is not uncommon to 
admit upwards of 200 visitors in the course of the morning. 
Upwards of 2400 persons have for several years past been 
annually committed, fhe great means of security is the constant 
inspection of the of^cers; the number of these is five; — ^their 
room is immediately in fit>nt of the felons* yard, and near the 
entrance of the prison, and one or other of them are in con- 
stant attendance at their stations immediately overlooking the 
felons' yard. 

The prison appeared as usual in a state of much cleanliness. 
The allowance of food is a pound of the best white bread per 
day only. 

The number of commitments Scorn the year 1816 have been 
as follows : — 



Years. 


Males. 


Females. 


Vagrants. 


Debtors. 


TTotal. 


Deaths. 


1816. . . . 


975 


496 


168 


191 


1830 




1817... 


1045 


455 


894 


258 


2652 


2 


1818 


10.54 


456 


670 


268 


2448 


1 


1819 


1045 


480 


808 


294 


2627 


3 


1820. . . . 


1003 


446 


684 


271 


2404 


2 


1821 


1127 


504 


535 


290 


2456 





1822.... 


1123 


626 


175 

t_ — ■ . ■ 


294 


2218 


3 
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It has long been the practice at this prison^ on conveytag ihic 
prisoners for trial at the sessions, to lead them in parties of half 
a dozen to a dozen at a time, attended by two or three officers : 
they are handcuffed two tc^ther, and a light chain Is passed 
through the hand fetters of the whole party. In this way they 
are marched through the streets to the Sessions House, igno- 
miuiously exposed to public view before they are tried, aadr 
known to be guilty as public offenders.^ The same treatment 
is adopted, but in a still more extraordinary and disgraceful 
style, on the discharge by proclamation of prisoners at the 
dose of the sessions. A few days before this visit, a paity 
of prisoners, amounting to the unusually large numbof <» 
one hundred and two, were marched handcuffed in pairs, and 
chained all together into one gan^ as above described, from the 
prison door through the streets of this populous district to the 
Sessions House, about a mile distant, where they were set at 
liberty by proclamation.f Females are treated in the same 
way. Surely such a public grievance calls loudly for reform. 



MILBANK. 
General Penitentiary. 



Extracts from a Report of the Select Committee of the House of 
Commons, appointed to inquire into the present state of the 
Peniteniiary at MUbank. 

Ordered by the House of Commom to be printed, 
July 8, 1823. 

Your Committee wish, in the first instance, to place before 
the consideration of the House, the history of the Establishment, 
into the state and management of which they have been i^pointed 
to inquire. — ^As early as the 19th of the late King, a plan was 
laid down in a statute, c. 74. passed in that year, for the adop- 
tion of a system of penitentiary imprisonment, which should be 
calculated to reform offenders. The preamble of that statute sets 
forth, '* That whereas, if many offenders, convicted of crimes 
for which transportation has been usually inflicted, were ordered 
to solitary imprisonment, accon^Muiied by well-r^ulated labour 
and religious instruction, it might be the means, under Provi- 

' ' ' ■ ' I I.I . . 

* Those persons only who are able to provide themsdres with a coach, are 
eacempted firom this degradation. 

t The mode of conveying prisoners adopted by the Surrey magistrates may 
here be referred to, ahio the manner of discharging the prisoners at- deriL- 
enwell, page 58. 
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«Itece> not only of deterring others from the commlsdion of the 
like crimes^ but also of reromung the individuals^ and inuring 
them to habits of industry.** This Act was drawn up under the 
direction of Sir William Blackstone^ with the advice and con- 
currence of Mr. Howard. No measures were> however, taken to 
carry this plan into execution, till the year 1794, when an Act 
passed, (34 Geo. III. c. 74.) for the building of a Penitentiary 
house for the confinement and employment of convicts ; and a 
contract was entered into with Mr. Jeremy Bentham for that 
purpose. So many difficulties, however, arose in the mode of 
canying this measure into execution, that, the contract was re- 
purchased and the plan abandoned. A Committee of the House 
of Commons sat in 1811, which entered fully into the merits of 
this important question, and they concluded their Report by re- 
commending that an arrangement should be made with Mr. Ben- 
tham for this purpose, which, in fact, afterwards took place. 
Parliament, however, did not lose sight of this momentous sub- 
ject, and soon after the publication of this Report, and the final 
settlement with Mr. Bentham, the foundation of the present 
Establishment was laid ; and a part of the building was opened 
for the reception of convicts in «fune ldl6. This Establishment 
may be considered as now completed, and contained, when your 
Committee visited it, 869 prisoners; viz. 566 males, and 303 
females. Your Committee examined, with the greatest atten- 
tion, into the details of the institution 3 they saw every prisoner, 
and visited each person twice in the infirmary and sick wards. 
They made themselves acquainted with the intemsd discipline 
and arrangement of the institution, and they wish to impress 
upon the House their conviction, that on the whole it may &irly 
•be considered as being ably and successfully conducted. The 
attention of the Managing Committee appears to them to be 
sedulous and unremitting: the visitors and officers, diligent and 
Attentive, and the whole arrangements to have been contrived 
-with great skill, and executed wdth regularity and attention. As 
might have been naturally expected, a system so novel in its 
nature, and to be applied to so many persons, varying in charac- 
t^> ^e> a^d sex, could not obtain complete success at once; and 
those who had the control and management of this great experi- 
ment on the penal law of the country, had not only something 
to learn from experience themselves, but also much to teach to 
others, who, tmder them, were to carry their arrangements into 
execution. DifficiQties have thus arisen firom the choice of offi- 
cers; from the change of persons who had the direction of the 
Establishment; from the alterations that have necessarily been 
made in the management of the prisoners; from the nature of 
the labour to be introduced, and from a variety of other causes. 
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to which the best managed institutions are at all times esiposedi 
bat your Committee are of opinion^ that these difficulties are 
alniost all of them surmounted, and that the Establishment bids 
£ur to equal the expectations of its friends and supporters. Among 
the improvements in the system lately adopted, your Committee 
think it not the least important, that it has been thought ptoper, 
to place at the head of the Establishment in the prison as Go- 
vernor, a person of education and superior condition in life : and 
they are of opinion, that this office should always, in future, be 
held by a person of that description. Steps are now taking to 
remedy any defects which experience has found to exist in the 
rules and r^ulations of the Establishment) a better system of 
labour, both as to its productive and useful nature, is about to be 
established, and exercise is to be more generally extended than 
heretofore, to all classes of the prisoners.'^ 

Your Committee, however, wish to express an opinion, that 
the monotony of a life of bodily labour, unaccompanied with any 
mental recreation, may have the effect, in some instances, of in- 
juring the Acuities of persons of a higher order of intellect than 
that which is generally possessed by the prisoners who are con- 
fined there. It is in evidence before them, that the chaplain 
alone has the power of placing only those books in the hands of 



* Extract from the Minutes of Evidence, page 297. 

O. P, Holfordf Esq. — ^* We were not fortunate in the choice o^ some of 
our first officers, but we were quite aware, that it was not likely that Afferent 
persons brought to fill situations in a new establishment, (of which persons, 
the committee had in general, no previous knowledge), were likely all to suit 
usy and we knew therefore that we ought to watch vi^antly over their conduct 
to keep those who answered our expectations, and to part with those who 
appeared to be unfit for their situations ; neither could we expect to make a 
complete system of rules and regulations at once ; it was necessary for us to 
see from time to time, how the few rules which we originaUy made, should 
work in the prison, and to observe which of the practices, which grew iq> 
^ere, ought to be prohibited, and which sanctioned by the conmiittee, and 
adopted into the rules. 

'< We have framed a system of management, under which, the prisoner 
ndther pines in solitude, nor is suffered to indulge in the pleasures of soda! 
life, and forget that he is undergoing the sentence of the law. The Peniteii* 
tia^ would now be in a high state of order and discipline ; it would be pro- 
ceeding in a manner to Justify the large expense incurred in the building, and 
to satisfy the wishes and expectations of the public, if this cruel disease had 
not come upon us to disturb aU our arrangements, and to bHght for a time (I 
trust it is only for a time) those fidr prospects ; I hope, however, that it will 
be considered as a proof of the goodness of the system pursued, and of its 
moral effects upon the minds of the prisoners, when I mention, that although 
we have to deal with the irritable feelings of sickness, and with the impatience 
naturally incident to loi^ confinement, we have not at this moment, out of 
more than 850 prisoners, one single in^vidual, mde or female, under ponfeh- 
inent." 
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"pnmmee^ whidi are in the collection of the Society fyt promot- 
ing Christian Knowledge: that list contains few books that are 
otherwise than of a serious and religious cast^ and though your 
Committee are of opinion^ that all the books placed in the hands 
of prisoners should have^ even while they amused and instructed^ 
B direct tendency to better the morals and correct the vices of 
those who read them^ yet thev feel confident that^ in some cases, 
a selection could be made of books not in the above-mentioned 
list, which might be read with the greatest advantage by pri- 
soners. 

In the summer season, the prisoners have two or three hours 
day -light to employ in reading, after they retire, to their cells 3 
and there does not appear any rational objection to thus occupy- 
ing the time of the prisoners who are in a condition to benefit 
by instruction 3 to whatever class of life they belong, they will 
not be the worse on their discharge from prison, by having, 
whilst in confinement, acquired the disposition to find amuse- 
ment in the occupation of their minds 3 they will, of course, be 
less liable to those feelings of despair and weariness of thought, 
which imprisonment for a long term of years is so csdculated to 
produce, and when discharged, there may be every reason to 
hope, that along with the recollection of the punishment to which 
they have been subjected, will attach the habit of seeking for 
amusement and mental relief, by other means than those which 
arise from the vices and passions of mankind. 

In consequence of the extent of sickness which has, during the 
last winter and spring, prevailed in the Penitentiary, your Com- 
mittee felt it their duty to examine minutely into the causes of 
the malady which has been so prevalent among the prisoners, 
^nd the medical treatment to which they have been subjected. 
In the spring of 1822, it appears to have been the opinion of the 
principal madical officer. Dr. Hutchison, as well as of the Com- 
mittee of the Penitentiary, that the Dietary of the jnisoners was 
greater than was conducive to their health. Symptoms of ple- 
thora were constantly showing themselves, though principally 
among the female prisoners, and a general fulness of habit ap- 
peared to prevail among eHll the inmates of the Penitentiary. 
Accordingly, under the advice and upon the suggestion of 
Mr. Morton Pitt, one of the Committee (in which the Committee 
concurred,) a more reduced scale of food was adopted. This re- 
commendation was founded upon the success of a similar system 
at Dorchester gaol. The Managing Committee, however, felt 
it to be their duty to submit the question to the consideration of 
Sur James M^^Grigor, who is at the head of the Army Medical 
Board. Sir James M^Grigor was of opinion, that the old system 
of diet was too full, and he approved of the plan proposed. Ac- 
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cordingly, iii July 182^, tiie old dietary, which was as falkmrs, 
was abandoned, and the new one, which is here also subjoined, 
was substituted in its room. 

FORMER DIETARY. 

Daily. — Ijlb. of bread, made of such meal as the Committee 
may from time to time direct, fdr every male prisoneif above the 
age of 18 years 5 and ] lb. for every other prisoner. But boys 
imder 18 may have the full allowance of bread, ii^ the chapUdn 
and governor shall certify at the commencement of the week that 
their conduct has been meritorious during the week jnreceding. 

For Breakfast. — 1 pint of hot gruel or porridge. 

For Dinner. — On Sundays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Satur- 
days; 6 ounces of dods, stickings, or other coarse pieces of beef 
(without bone, and after boiling) with half a pint of the broth 
made therefitom, and lib. of boiled potatoes: and on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays, 1 quart of broth for the males, and 1 
pint for the females, thickened with Scotch barley, rice, potatoes 
or pease, with the addition of cabbages, turnips, and other cheap 
vegetables, and lib. of boiled potatoes. 

For Supper. — 1 pint of hot gruel or porridge. 

N. B. — Prisoners may reserve such part of the provisions pre- 
viously delivered out, as they please, for their supper. 

Salt and pepper, as the Committee shall fix)m time to time 
direct. The only liquor allowed to prisoners in health (except 
broth, gruel, or porridge) shall be water. Prisoners confined to 
bread and water diet for punishment, shall be allowed such quan- 
tity of bread as the surgeon may think necessary. 

Prisoners employed in works of extraordinary labour, or under 
circumstances which may render it necessary, may be allowed 
an addition to the quantity of their provisions^ by the direction 
of the Committee. 

Memorandum: — ^Female prisoners employed in the wash-house 
shall be allowed an addition of Jib. of bread, and an allowance of 
meat on washing days^ until the further orders of the Conmiittee. 

(Signed) By Order of tl\(e Committee^ A. Macdonald. 



PRESENT dietary: — SINCE JULY 1822. 

In the Morning — ^Three quarters of a pound of bread and one 
pint of gruel, for the males 3 and nine ounces of bread and three 
quarters of a pint of gruel, for the females. At Noon — ^Three 
quarters of a pound of bread and one pint of soup, for the males; 
and nine ounces of bread and three quarters of a pint of , soup, 
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for the females. In the Evening— One pint of soup for the 
"males, and three quarters of a pint for the females.* 

The soup to be made with ox heads, in lieu of other meat^ in 
the proportion of one ox head for about 100 male prisoners, and 
the same for about 120 female prisoners; and to be thickened 
with vegetables and pease, or barley, alternately,- either weekly 
or daily, as may be found most convenient. — The Committee to 
substitute, at their discretion, potatoes for bread, at the rate of 
1 lb. of potatoes for | lb. of bread. — The only liquor allowed to 
prisoners in health (except broth or gruel) shall be water. 

Prisoners confined to bread and water diet for punishment, 
shall be allowed such quantity of bread as the surgeon may think 
necessary. — Prisoners emjdoyed in works of extraordinary labour, 
or under circumstances which may render it necessary, may be 
allowed an addition to the quantity of their provisions, by the 
direction of the Committee. — Wardsmen, and those employed in 
the kitchen and bakehouse, shall be allowed |lb. of broul extra, 
daily. — ^Female prisoners employed in the laundry slmll be allowed 
l^lb. of bread, daily, with a double allowance of soup at dinner 
and supper, on the days in which they are emplojred in washing; 
viz. Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays. — Wardswomen, and 
those employed in the kitchen, ^all be allowed 1 ^Ib. of breads 
daily. 



The Report of the physicians, Drs. Roget and Latham, dated 
5th of April 1823, sets forth, that the adoption of this new system 
was soon followed by a general decay of health and strength, 
which showed itself principally among the female prisoners. The 
officers of the Establishment soon perceived the evils with which 
the prisoners were threatheued, and it is in evidence from the 
journal of Mr. Pratt, the surgeon, and the testimony of the ma- 
tron, that their attention was directed to the subject, during the 
whole of the autumn, and the early part of the winter. This 
question was repeatedly brought under the view of the Visitors 
and Managing Con:unittee; they referred it to the principal me- 
dical officer, and acted upon his opinion. 

It is stated in a minute of the 1 1th of February 1823, that the 
superintending Cobimittee were alarmed at the unusual degree 
of sickness among the female prisoners; but it is expressly de<- 
dared in that document, that the diseaae could not be attribut- 
able to any particuli^r cause. It is, however, in evidence, that 
the first symptoms of scurvy appeared in a patient early in 
January 1823, tand the illness among the prisoniers exceeded 



* Lately gracl has been substituted for soup of an evening for the femalfs.- 

F 
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grealjy ttie amount of mj former year ; between that period and 
the beginning of February^ several cases of scurvy occurred 3- 
sickn^a was gaining ground amongst all classes of the prisoners 3 
and the Committee directed a letter to be written to Sir J^mes 
M^Grigor on the 8th of February, drawing his attention to the 
prevailiQg illness, and specially requesting his opinion of the 
efectfi of the new dietary. Sir James M^Grigor made his visit 
OB the 14th of February, and his report is dated the 17th f^ tUme 
same month. It sets forth, " that having seen the whole of the 
female, and many of the male prisoners, he found them not in 
an unhealthy state 3 and from a minute inspection of the intona- 
lies, he aao^rtained that while the proportion of thf) side was 
9midl for the season, the diseases were not, ei^cept in a very few 
instances, of a serious character, and not attributable to filet or 
confinement.*' This report calmed the apprehensions of the 
Ck>mmittee, and no steps were taken, either by their order, or 
under the direction of the principal medical officeri to ascertain 
by minute personal inspection, the bodily health of every {nri- 
aoner. Within a few days, however, the disease so rapidly gained 
ground, having increased from 53 to 118 patients, between the 
i4th and 28th of the month, that the Comjoaittee determined to 
call IB other medical advice, and acoordingly summoned Drs. 
Roget and Latham, to give their opinion of the nature of the 
disease, and whether it could be ascribed to the new dietary. 

These physicians visited the Penitentiary on the 1st. of March, 
and found no less than 110 patients in the infirmaries 3 viz. 44 
males and 66 females. On the 3d of March they, accompanied 
by the principal medical officer, went round the different pen- 
tagons, examined the person of each prisoner, and the result of 
their examination was, that out of between 858 and 880 prison- 
ers, 448 were afflicted with disease. The report of the physicians 
has been laid before the House, and your Committee refer to it, 
to express their approbation of the dear and luminous statement 
of the origin and progress of the disease, and they wish to draw 
the attention of Parliament to the manner in whidi it affected 
the different sexes, foiling with increased severity on tiiose who 
had suffered long imprisonment. '' With reg£u<d to the extent 
of this disease,** say the physicians, *' we found more than one 
half of the whole number of prisoners affected by it, in one or 
other, or in all its forms 3 but the proportion was not the same 
among the prisoners of different sexes, or belonging to different 
classes. The women were affected much more extensively than 
the men; and of both men and women, the second class, which 
is composed of those who have been longest in confinement, was 
affected in a much larger proportion than the first class, which 
comprises those who have been more recently imprisoned. Of 



the womep^ about two-thirds M^ere ill of the 4isease ; of the 
men^ irather less than one half. Of the women in the flr^t fism, 
one-half were ill^ of tho^e in the second cl^sa, five-80ir<eath^. 
Of the men in t^ first class^ above one-ithir4 W4^ jjl; pf those 
in the second elass^ rather more than one-half.*' * 

Yom* Committee entirely concur in the opinion ^pressed in 
this report, which is j^irther aupported by the testimony of all 
the medical ^Jithorities thiey (examined, Wjkh tha exception of Sir 
James M^Grigor, that tbe main cause of the production of tfab 
disease is attributable to the new dietary. It is evident that the 
situation of the prison could not have occasioned the diseas^ for 
it never scppeaurfid be£[>re thye last winter; Sdly, l^e inhabmnts 
of the immediate vidntty were not attadced with any disease at 
all similar; 3dly, l^e prison is remarkably dry, as yourCJom- 
mittee minutely exaqiined It, and therie did npt e:MSt the smallest 
trace of da^p in the building; and lastly, (^ officers of the pri- 
son were exempt from the disease, and aH those who yrew in 
the kitchen, and tihus had aeoess to a jgreeter ^ct^t <^ Ibod, 
were free from all attack. Jn respect to the situation in which 
the Penitentiary is built, your Comn^^ are unable to .^c^na, 
any o|^nion adverse to its salubrity; it is situated on a tide river, 
thns having the advantage of a fresh current of air twke a day, 
•SLoA its vicinity is by no means considjcred unwhplesoine. 

* The first class prisoners, are those who Uve and work by ^Xiemsehw, «ad 
are considered to l^ in a state of ppoMfioB, The nAe is, that prisonMv re- 
main in this dass half their serriCnde ; but they may be riemdT<ed at an eavfier 
period for continued good conduct. The secobd dass woik In oon»«ny,'«ad 
sleep in the upper gallery ; it is from thk dass thatthe wardBmen aal Bervnits 
in the kitchen are taken. % . ^- . 

Report of the Physicians, Drs, Latham and Rcjgets ^tib jiptUlBESB, 
ordered by the House of Commons to be priced. 

^ To the Ckimmittee of the AeiiecBl PftaUentiaiyat Bfiibank. 

^ Gentlejuen, 

** In conformity ^mtk the instructions conveyed to U9, in your MBtfMoli ^ 
the 28(lh of Febrnary last, wp bare ri$ited the PemteBtiai<y ^t^f ^noe^be 
Ist of March ; we have carefully and repeatedly examined, iat 6m&reai tfaoes, 
the state of health of each imKvidual prisoner ; we'have tdi^ concrfant -ehorj^ 
of the fflck in the infirmaries ; we have communicated continuaHy wilb .yc^ 
medical officers, Mr. Hutchison and Mr. Pratt, «nd frequently wmk the other 
officers of the.establi^bnicnt; we have made whatever inqubies seenied re- 
quisite to obtain correct information concerning the nature «nd extent, and 
the origin and progress of the .disease Htely prevalent ia the Poifitei^iaiy, 
the causes which probity tontribiited to :i^ jtroduction, an4 the means most 
expedient for its cuve^ fiA most il^eliy to prevent its.rppimrenoe ; and "we have 
agreed upon the fdRpmrut Report : — 

From tbe testimony of the of^cers of liie estabfish^ient, and particularly pf 
*tfae matron, it appears, that duriiu^ the la^ autumn the general heaitii of^^fl^e 
prisoners began viably to decfine. They became pale and 'hmgaid, «iid thin 

f2 
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Much conflicting testimony lias been given upon the subject 
of Dietary; and in general, the best medical opinions appear to 
consider the plan adopted as not only deficient in quantity, but 
injurious in the mode in which it was administered. The same 



and feeble. Those employed in tasks requiring much bodily exertion, were 
tmequal to the same quantity of work as formerly. Those at the mill could 
gptind less com ; those at the pump could raise less water. From time to time 
several of tiie laundry women fiiinted under their work'; and the business of 
the laundry could only be carried on by continually changing the hands 
engaged in it. Such was the general state of the prisoners throughout the 
winter. 

Stilly notwithstanding tins remarkable depression of the general health, 
tliere appeared among mem no manifest signs of any peculiar disease. The 

. immber of sick receiyed into the infirmaries, did not much exceed the propor- 
t^n which, in the winters of former years, it had borne to the total number 
of prisoners; and their disorders were those commonly incident to cold 
weather. It was not until the beginning of February, that any marks of scurvy 

: were rqported by Mr. Hutchison, as having been noticed by him on a few in- 

, dividniils in the infirmaries. And here it may be observed, that these marks 
are^ at their first appearance, peculiarly apt to escape discovery, unless the 
attention be particularly directed towards tiiein ; and that they often eiast for 
a long time, entirely unnoticed by the patient lumself. Between the 14tii of 

■ February and the 1st of March, no less than forty-dght prisoners came into 

. -dup infirmaries, affected chiefly with diarrhoea and djrsentery. The diarrhoea 
and dysentery were of a peculiar kind, and were suspected to have a connexion 
irith the scorontic ^fisease. At this time, also, all these various affections 
were foimd^preading extensivdy, but in different degrees of severity, througfa- 

\i0aX tlie prison. 
'.-' Oatiiie 28tli of Febmary our assistanoe was called for ; and having learned 

t^Jie^AMts already detuled, we began our examination of the {Nrison and the 

hii^rmaries on tiie Istvof March. We found the prevailing disease to be the 

f-mine with that which is known by the name of sea scurvy, and which is cha- 
racterized by livid spots, or blotches of the skin, especially on the lower ex- 
tremities. Conjoined with the scurvy, in almost every case, there was 
dk^hoea or dysentery. There were, indeed, a few instances of scurvy without 
disorder of the bowels ; and moreover, numerous instances occurred of 
diarrhoea and dysenteiTy wliere no marks of scurvy had appeared. But still, 
whether the scurvy subsisted alone, or the diarrhoea or dysentery subsisted 
alone, or whether they were conjoined in the same in^viduals, there was 

' Sowad in all those who suffered from either, or from both, the same constitn- 
tlpnal derangement, denoted by a saUow countenance, an impaired digestion, 
^^Bunished muscular strength, a feeble drculatibn, various degrees of nervous 

' afiisction, as tremors, cramps, or spasms, and various degrees of mental 

- deq>9ndency. 

These hits aeem to 1^ direcUj to the belief, that the diarrhoea and dysen- 
tery and scurvy, had their origin m the same morbid state of the constitution. 
In this belief we were more and more confirmed by further observation ; and 

,we Bocm had the means of determining with certainty, that they, in reality, 
GODstituted one and the same disease. We examined, by dissection, the 
bodies of t^o prisoners who died d3rsen^ric, and found, in various parts of 
the intestines, the morbid appearances called, in medical language, eochymoset ; 
that is, spots of the same kind as those which on the skin constitute scurvy. 
yfe found, in fact, an absolute scurvy of the bowels, of which the dianiioea or 
dysentery "was only a symptom and consequence. 
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quantity of animal matter, given in a solid form twice a ^eek, 
would, however, in the opinion of s<Hne> have been suflficient 
nutriment 5 and examples Imve been cited. fi»m [other prisons in 
England and in France, to demonstrate the truth of tiiis statement. 



With regard to the extent of this disease, we found more than one-half of 
the whole number of prisoners affected by it, in one or other, or in all its 
forms ; but the proportion was not the same among the prisoners of different 
sexes, or belonging to different classes. The women were affected much more 
extensively than the men ; and of both men and women, the second daaSy 
whidi IS composed of those who have been longest in confinement, was affected 
in a mndi larger proportion than the first ck^, which comprises those who 
have been more recently imprisoned. Of the women, about two-thirds were 
ill of the disease ; of the men, rather less than one-half. Of the women in 
the first class, one-half were ill ; of those in the second class, five-seyenthd. 
Of the men in the first class, above one-third were ill ; of those in>the second 
class, rather more than one-half.. The exact numbers are stated in the Table 
subjoined to this Report 

Some striking exemptions reqmre to be noticed. Of the 24 prisoners em- 
ployed in the kitchens (13 men and 11 women) belonging to the class which 
had suffered most extensively, all were free from the dis^ise excepting ihree> 
one woman and two men. These three had been promoted to the kitchen 
within four days. It is proper to add, that the officers and servants of the 
establishment, together wi(h their femilies, reading withm the walls of the 
prison, and amounting to 106 individuals, were universally exempt from the 
disease. 

We took some pains to ascertain the period at which the disease in question 
might be considered as having commenced, and the gradations by which it had 
reached its present extent and aggravation. It appeared reasonable to assume, 
that whenever, upon the feeble and drooping condition observed among the 
prisoners throughout the winter, diarrhoea or dysentery, or scurvy supervened^ 
then the disease was fully constituted. With rei^>ect to the scurvy, it was 
scarcely possible to assign the exact time at which it commenced, on account 
of the msidious mode of its attack, and the fadlity with which it may elude 
observation on its first appearance. But we have fully satisfied ourselves, 
that there existed among the female prisoners, a few cases of decidedjicurvy 
as early as the month of November. Among the men we cannotitrace any 
instance of scurvy, back to a remoter period than two months. It is certain, 
however, that it was not until after Christmas that the scurvy had spread very 
extensively among either sex. About the middle of January, the i^tances 
had become numerous among the women ; and among the men, about the 
middle of February ; and it continued to increase progressively in both sexes, 
until the first week in March. 

The diarrhcea und dysentery appear, in their origin and progress, to ha?e 
kept pace mth the scorbutic symptoms. Upon inquiry among the prisoners, 
we found that some of them had been occasionally suffering from diarrhoea 
before Christmas; but the instances being few, and the cases yidding readily 
to common remedies, they did not excite any alarm, and were natcwally im- 
puted to accident^ causes. Under ordinary circumstances, such a conclusion 
might have bead fairly admitted : but considering what the general health of 
the prisoners then was, and with our knowledge of what has since occuri'ed, 
we cannot but suspect that in some of these instances the diarrhcea belonged 
to the same disease, of which it has since been found to constitute the prin- 
ipal and most formidable symptom. 

In the course of January, the instances of diarrhcea were too numerous to 
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fUs IB a qitiesthm which, m ike opinion of your CommiUee, 
i^ of very diffidi]^ solution. There are eireumstanees in all the 
prisons referred to, which altogether unfit them to be compared 
td tte Penitentiary. In France^ except in those cases whei^ 

ber attritmtftble to emaanen dr sccidental catised' But, even then, H had not 
bfloonde matter of general eomplaint, for it Iras not attended with much ptin, 
aiid in most of the soflbrers it continued for a short period only, and then 
ceMed ; hot it reneired its attaeks from time to time on the same irid]¥idtMl, 
gjNiMallyy though insensibly, impairing his strength, in this manner^ thvough 
tke month «f Jaumry, many of the prisoners were sustaining a serere injury 
to their eOnstilhtiony without beingp Conscious of more than an aeeidental 
fttnent, and wMitmt appl^g for iieHef . 

IncTMsfaig dsSf^ in extent and severity, it at length became matter of cbm- 
I^aint ; aad at the Irtter end of February, diarrtiflea and dysentery constituted 
a kvge pM))»orlliMi of tibi^ ^ases in the infirmaries. Three deaths from this dfs- 
6Me oceofred between the 14tii of February axid the ist of Marchy the day oar 
which we made our first examination of the prison and the infirmaries^ hi 
dM ^ri8on» the disease had reached the extent already mentioned ; and m the 
il^firtaaries there w<ere 64 patients lahonringf under tiie disease^ in one or other 
of its forms. 

Ill iilqniring hutto^ tiie causes of the disease iii question, we ttnidc it right 
tti itaile onr perstiasioiiy that tfie sttaation of the prison has not contribsi^tod 
W !ttf p i tKk w gt io nl First, becaiise, if this had been the case, it is reasonable to 
J Mit p i BBg that the same chsease wcvuld have occurred kt former years; whereas 
it DAS never appeared until the present winter. Secondly, had this been the 
^Md^ the offleers of tltie prison, being equaUy obnoxious with the pri8on«<s to 
ihiy ittjttrioiK faifluenee of atnotion, could not have been imiverssdly exempt, 
aii it iqipaM they have been, from the same disease. Thirdly, beoiRise, if the 
Utaation of the prison be injurious, it must be presumed to be so in conse- 
tfienee of fnstnh nuaemiM arising in itA nei^fhbourhood ; yet nnee its estab- 
Mhlnent, the prison has been altogether free firom those diseases which marsh 
tfilsiliata confessedly engender. Fourthly, because, marsh miasmata always 
ftribe daring the hot, and never daring the cold seasom of the year; and the 
Atteases^^ Which tiiey engender belong to the same seasons. Lastly, because, 
tiChotigh scurvy and dysentery have undoubtedly been found prevalent in 
, marshy districts, yet when marsh miasmata have produced tbem^ they have 
bieeH a^soidated with intermittent fevers, and have occurred on^ at the hot 
USmoM 6i the year. It mtiy possibly be suspected that the rimpis* dampness 
0f th^ sftiMion may have contributed something to the disease. But we am 
Mhte With confidence, that every part of the prison is singularly dry; mmI 
AM in nd cefi or passage, on no floor or ceiHng, or wall of the prison^ Imve 
we found the smallest stain or appearance of moisture. 

Sevleral circamstances respecting the disease in question, which have been 
itff^elldy nieiltioiied, seemed to limit the causes of its production ta such as 
(S^d Mv6 had thdr operation exclusively uj[K>n the prisoners, and eapecililiy 
^ thie pTfitent teason^ and now for tiie first time. One such cause is found, 
w^ ccfnceive, in the (tiet of the prison. During the last eight months the diet 
i(^ differeilt from mfhat it had been ever since itd establisbnent. The change 
Which tbok place in July last, reduced the animal part of the diet almost to 
skJlfiihlf^ Iii a soup made of pease or barley, ox beads were boHed^ in the 
proportion df one ox heied to 100 male, and one to 120 female prisoners : and 
Wi6 fottiid upoil in(]^5% that the mfeat of one as head weighed^ upon a» average, 
eight pounds, which, being divided among a hundred, allows onhr an oanee 
md A fpUf<fer for e»eh prisoner. Thin ttew diet had been continued until the 
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bread and water is the punishment for idleness, the priBOiten 
almost universally enjoy the practical priyilege of purchasing 
additional food. In England^ the mere ftict of the weight c^ the 
prisoners being increased by confinement, is, of itself, no proof 

present time ; and to it we mainly ascribe the production of the disease in 
question. 

It does, nevertheless, appear to us, that the diet of the fi^fison has tiot itsctf 
alone been prodncdve of die cUsease, but thiit it reqtdred the coinenrrence of 
other causes, of which the severity of the winter wab probably the chief. 1^ 
origin of the disease has been traced to the commencement of thii cold wea- 
ther, and its progress and increase have kept pace with it. There hte^ more- 
over, two circumstances which confirm us in the belief, that diet and cold htLfH 
been concurrent causes. The sufferers were most num^ous in thitt class of 
prisoners whicb were most exposed to the influence of c(dd, from tiie lower 
temperature of the cells in which they pass the night: showing, that Whiere 
both causes most conspicuously concurred, the disease was moM tetensiv^ 
jproduced. Yet those individuals of that class who, sleepmg in the twnie ceUs 
and expose to the same low temperature by night, wei'e emplc^fed In th^ 
kitchen by day, and had access to richer diet, were uaivdfiudly 6tfenb[)t : show- 
ings that tiliere one cause was withdrawn, the other Was of itself in^equate 
to produce the disease. 

Such bekig the character and extent of the disease in the Penitditaaty, and 
such its most probable causes, we proceeded to adopt those measures for 
counteracting it, which its oWn nature and the opinion we entertained of its 
origpoi seemed to suggest. We ordered an i jhmediate change in the diet of the 
prison. In place of pease and barley toup for dinner, we substituted a daily 
allowance of four ounces of flesh meat, and eight ounces of rice daily for each 
prisoner, and white bread instead of brown : and, as the cheapest and the 
best antiscorbutic article of diet which could be procured tit this season of the 
year, we ordered three oranges for every prisoner daily, one at each meaL 

It is unnecessary to detail the methods of medical treatment employed in 
the infirmaries. 

On our examinations of the prison between the 12th and the 19th of March, 
we found the general aspect of the prisoners vi^bly improved. The task- 
masters informed us, that they were more cheerful, and did more work ; and 
particularly that those employed at the mill could grind one-third more flour. 
The scorbutic marks had, in almost every case, begun to decline, and in many 
of the slighter cases had abscdutely disappeared. 

On our general surveys of the prison between the 31st of March and Ihe 
4th of April, we could not find more than fifty individuals of both sexes, on 
whom any marks of survy remained ; and on the greater niimber of these, they 
were so slight as hardly to be detected. 

The diarrhoea and dysentery have, upon the whole, kept pace in their de- 
cline with the gradual disappearance of the scorbutic spots. On each of our 
examinations of the prison, we found them relieved or cured nearly in the 
same proportion ; and, on our last examination, there were not remaining so 
many as twenty cases of bowel coinj^lttihts in the whole prison. 

It is proper to remark that the ctiaithoea and dysentery, hang the most 
formidable part of the disease, was that for which medical treatment was es- 
pecially required. Therefore, of the prisoners thus affected, we have con- 
stantly received as many into the infirmaries as. there was rooih to accommo- 
date, whether their cases were severe or slight At the period wheti, as #e 
have stated, the ^sease was upon the decline, that is, during the last wedLS of 
March, it will be observed that there was a greater nmnb^ of prisofners in the 
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that their strength is not diminished : the body may increase in 
size and bulk, but the fibre may be reduced, and that which may 
be taken for health, may be a proof of real debility. In all these 
prisons^ the moral causes so peculiarly operative in the Peniten- 



infirmaries than at the period when the disease in nil its form» was at its 
greatest aggravation and extent, that is, during the first week in March. The 
troth is, &at when we began our attendance, we found only the severer cases 
of bowel complaints in the infirmaries : but as soon as we bad learned by the 
dissection of two patients who died dysenteric, that the disease tended to pro- 
duce irreparable organic misciiief of the intestines, we thought it right to 
bring as many cases as possible under stnct medical treatment : and moreover, 
as soon as we had learned in the course of our observations, the great liability 
of the diarrhoea and djrsentery to return, we thought it right to use the 
greatest pos^ble vigilance over particular cases, during the period of their 
convalescence. Hence many, in whom we most strongly suspected this prone- 
ness to relapse, were still kept in the infirmaries, after the actual symptoms of 
their disease had disappeared ; and a convalescent ward, in addition to the 
ordinary accommodation of the infirmaries, was opened for their benefit 
These are the circumstances that are to be borne in mind, in order to reconcile 
the apparent inconsistency of the number in the infirmaries being greater, at 
the very time when the disease in the prison was daily and rapidly declining. 

From the 1st of March to the present day, 222 patients have been admitted 
into the infiirmaries, making, with the 110 already there, a total of 532 patients. 
Of these, 11 have died, 6 of dysentery, and the remaining 5 of diseases un- 
connected with the present disease. At present, the total number of patients 
in the infirraaiies is 101, munely, 64 women and 37 men. Of tbis number we 
consider that 36 are convalescent, and exhibit no symptom of disease; and 
they are retained in the infirmaries only by way of precaution against relapse : 
l\) only are still suffering the symptoms of the disease; and 46 are affected 
with other complaints. 

It remains for us to fulfil the wishes of the Committee, by suggesting to 
them some consdcrataons respecting diet. With regard to the diet of prisoners 
undergoing punishment for crimes, we presume the object to be, that th^ 
should have enough for nourishment and health, and nothing more. How 
much, imd wliat quality of food will iictually suffice for this purpose, can be 
deduced only from numerous and careful experiiueiita. But no such experi- 
ments, as far as we know, have ever been made. Thei*e are certainly none 
upon record, to which we can refer for information. We beg, tlierefore, that 
the observations we venture to make, and the recommendations we offer, 
respecting diet, may be accepted as the result of the best consideration we can 
give to the subject, in the absence of positive experiments. 

Practically, the main question seems to be, Can animal food l>e solely ex- 
^eluded from prisons, and particularly from the l^enitentiary ? We are awnre 
that a large portion of the labouring agricultural population of this country 
subsists altogether upon vegetable food, and is generally reputed \igorons and 
healthy ; and we admit the justice of the inference, that an exclusively vegeta- 
ble diet is generally wholesome ; and we allow, moreover, that to submit 
those confined in piisons to such a diet, is a justifiable experiment. liut stlU 
it is merely an experiment ; and conbidering that every circumstance of die 
.present condition and previous habits of those imprisoned for felonious crimes, 
19 as different as possible from the simple condition and simple habits of an 
agricultural population, we should not be surprised to find that tlie experiment 
generally failed. At the Penitentiary there are, we conceive, jieculiar obsta* 
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tiary, do not exist in the same force. In France^ tiie general in- 
termixture of all prisoners^ the young with the old, the dissipa- 
tion and licentiousness of their lives, the free enjo3nxient of all 
amusement consistent with safe custody, preserve the minds of 



cles to its success. These conast chiefly in the long periods of confinement, 
and the great number of prisoners. * 

To prisoners in a house of correction, whose period of confinement is lunitied 
to a few months, little hazard would result from an habitually scanty diet. 
People may be under-nourished for a short time, with impunity; but prisoners 
who are in the course of a confinement for fiye, or seven, or ten years (and 
none are condemned to less in the Penitentiary,) cannot safely be subjected to 
the same system. Many injurious influences ^rill arise in the canrse of years, 
which a few months would hot produce. There will be changes and inde- 
mencies of seasons to be provided'against, and the heavy pressure of moral 
circumstances, for which, although they cannot be strictly appreciated, large 
allowances must be made. The great number of prisoners at the Peniten- 
tiary, independently of the contingencies to which they are exposed in the 
course of a long confinement, renders such an experiment peculCarly hazard- 
ous. Restrictimi to a vegetable diet, or to a diet that is cornered just suffi- 
dent for nourishment and health, requires a constant vigilance over the health 
of each individual prisoner. Such a vigilance is the only security against the 
possible evil^ that may arise. In a prison containing 50 prisoners, a diet even 
of bread and water may be adopted without hazard ; because there the reqni- 
rite degree of vigilance can be obtained ; and the medical superintendent of 
such a prison would become so fiuniliar with the aspect of individuals, as to 
flee at once the earliest indications of disease in any one of them. But in a 
prison containing 900 or 1000 prisoners, the requisite degree of vigilance! 
would be imposMble; and for the want of it, a great hazard would be incurred 
by adopting the same system of diet. 

For these reasons, and especially because the diet of the last eight months^ 
in which the animal matter was reduced almost to notlung, has mainly con- 
tributed, as we conceive, to produce the present extensive disease, we recom- 
mend that, in fiiture, animal food should make a larger part of the diet at the 
penitentiary. 

Upon the subject of Diet, we recommend : 

1st. That half a pound of flesh meati without bone, be allowed (o every 
prisoner, once a week, on Sunday. 

2d. That, in addition, half a pound of flesh meat be allowed to every pri- 
soner once a fortnight, on any day that the Committee may think proper. 

3d. That white bread should always be given to the prisoners, that is, bread 
made of the best wheat flour, and free from all impurities. 

4th. That the prisoners should have one meal each day entirely of solid 
food; that is, if they have gruel for breakfast, and gruel for supper, that their 
dinner should not be of soups or broth ; but that, of whatever vegetable or 
animal substances it consist, they should be given in a solid form. 

As to the kind of vegetables suitable for the principal meal of the prisoners, 
a certain latitude must be allowed, in regard to those which are most easily 
procured. All the vegetables in common use, are wholesome. Potatoes and 
rice can be procured at all times; and fortunately, they are the most nu- 
tritious. 

We recommend, that the present allowance of four ounces of flesh meat, 
with one orange, dally, be continued to every prisoner for a month: that 
afterwards, four ounces of flesh meat be given on alternate days for a fortnight, 
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those who are confined there from the irksome monotony which 
a well-regulated prison is so calculated to produce; and thus tiie 
health of prisoners may he better preserved imder a less quantity 
of food than when they are subjected to a severe moral disci-* 
pline. In these places of confinement, noise and tumultuous 
gaiety drive away care and thought ; yet while their morals are 
vitiated, the minds of the prisonei^ may be amused, and thus 
kept from sinking under the pressure of feelings of sorrbw and 
remorse A prison so managed^ whatever may be its effects on 
the manners and habits of its inmates, is yet calculated lo pre- 
serve them from the inroads of the diseases which arise ftatn. the 
moral causes above referred to. It was evidently under these 
impressions^ that Mr. Howard remarksi " that persons in prison 
i^equire more food than those who afe free ^ *' that is to say, the 
mdtiil Clauses which excite depression of spirits, and consequently, 
when long continued, a decay of health, can only be lessened by 
propping up the strength of the prisoner, and enabling him^ 
through It full prison diet, to resist the effects of the mind upon 

the botfy. 

The prisoners in the i?enitentiary are, in the opinion of your 
Committee, peculiarly liable 'to the operation of moral causes : 
the strict discipline of the place; the silence and solitude pre- 



and iMi then, if the getieral state of the prlkiii be healthy, it he pat hpon the 
ordinal^ diet, that shall be determitied by the Ct>mmittee. 

hi closing our Report, wc beg to express otrt firm conriction that there is 
now no obstacle to ibfe endrb re-establishment of the healthy M;ati of the Peni- 
tentiary. We mnst^ nevetthdess, itM, that for several weeki to come, occa- 
siotial cases of bowel complaint ^1 probably still be found to arise ih the 
|^Hk)n; we suggest, therefore, the necessity of great vigilance and frequent 
inspection, that none of such cases may pass undiscovered ; and we recom- 
mend, that every case, as soon as it is noticed, be removed to the infinhary, 
aiid subjected to the strictest medical treatment. Security against relapse 
will best be obtained by whatever is calculated to strengthen the constitutions 
of those who have already suffered, and especially by still employing the means 
which have hitherto mainly contributed to their recovery. It is with this 
view that we have recommended the continuance of the present allowance of 
animal food for another month. 

We have examined the accounts which have been transmitted to us i^m 
the Secretary of State's office, of the Diet used in different prisons in England, 
contained in the answers to questions which were sent to the visiUng ma^a- 
trates, on this and other subjects connected with the health of prisoners. But 
on comparing the different plans of diet detailed in those answers, which have 
as yet reached us, with the objects and system of the General Penitentiary, 
We do not conceive that any of them will be at all suitable to that establish- 
ment. We have to observe, hoivever, that answers to the above-mentioned 
questions, have been received only from seven of the prisons that have been 
written to for information on these subjects. 
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▼ailiig there 3 the entire absence of amusement of all Idnda) the 
rigorous observance of the rules laid down to check all demon- 
stration even of natural gaiety 5 the fact, that nearly one-half of 
the prisoners are almost in a state of perpetual seclusion, except 
for a short period in the twenty-four hours, when they walk with 
measured steps round a court; the k>ng and certain confinement 
to which they are sentenced, varying from ten to five years; the 
feelings of remorse, which the absence of all other thoughts is 
so calculated to jnroduce; l^e monotony of their eadstence) the 
remembrance of better days, of theh* homes, and their &milies ^ 
and that wearinsss of life, which is the result of long imprison- 
ment ; all these causes most peculiarly dispose the inhabitants of 
the Penitoitiary to the inroads of disease. For these reasons^ 
your Committee consider it essential to the health of the pri- 
soners confined there, that they should be fed upon a full prison 
diet, varied according to the suggestion of some of the medical 
practitioners who have beeh examined bef(H*e them; and that 
some means i^uld be devised, by which every prisoner in the 
Establishmcint should be employed in active exercise for some 
portion of the day.* 

Your Committee have had brought under their consideration 
the period of punishment to which persons are sentenced in the 
Penitentiary; those who have been capitally convicted, are im- 
prisoned for 10 years; ^lose who are sentenced to 14 years 



• To G.P, Holfard, JE*y.— Has it ever occurred to the Committee to esta- 
blish any thino^ of the nature of a tread-mill in the Pemtenliary ? — It has not ; 
I do not know that the subject was ever considered in the Committee. — 
Minutes o/Evidenci, p. 78% 

To Dr.Hutchinton, ktU Medicai Superkitendeni tti the Penitientimy,~^Do 
yon think, that that walking round aiMl round, as horses do in a mill, is Suffi- 
^tent exercise for a sttong grown-up man, or a strong healthy woman ? — 
No, I do not. 

Have you any other mode of exercise yon would thnnk fit to recommend ? — 
In addition to walking^ (which by tiie way, I should say, should be a trot; not 
walking, as they do,) I should recommend the use of more mills and pumps> 
or what I think better, a tread-mill, which is ca^jntal exercise for persons in 
their situation. 

The Committee are to understand, that yon think the exercise that has been 
nsed in the prison is genendly too little; and that you recommend, that the 
prisoners should be more actively employed ? — 'I do. 

If in walking, the walking Ahoul'i be more of a trot than at present, and a 
greater length of tinl« given to them than they haTC at present; or that somd 
means should be carried into teecution, either by a stepping-mill, or a mill of 
another description^ to give additional dxerdse to the frame?— Yes: the 
fttepping-mill would combine erety sort <^f exerdse essential for the health of 
the prisoners; such as the iaventi on in Cold-bath Fields and at Brixton.** 
Minutes 0/ Evidence ^ f. 55. 
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transportation^ for 7 ; and all 7 years cases^ for 5 -, thus^ 10 'is 
the maximum^ and 5 years the minimum of the terms of confine- 
ment. On the S6th of May ISQ3, there were 869 prisoners in 
the Penitentiary, of whom 101 were sentenced to tran^xirtatioa 
for life, 57 for 14, and 711 for 7 years. There does not seem to 
be a just proportion in the two last sentences, as 5 years im- 
prisonment is a far different ratio of punishment to 7 years sen- 
tence, than 7 to 14. Your Committee are inclined to believe 
that the smallest term was selected in conformity to an opinion 
expressed by Mr. Howard, viz. that 5 years sentence should be 
the minimum of imprisonment, on the Penitentiary system. 

The question of term of imprisonment, is one of great diffi- 
culty; the points to be aimed at are evidently, Ist, the selectioa 
of a scale of punishment which may strike terror in evil doers, 
and operate by example in the prevention of crime; 9dly, the 
term of confihement should be sufficiently long to insure a 
change being effected in the evil habits and opinions of the pri-« 
soners; thus uniting the example of the punishment to the re- 
formation of the offender.* These are the rational objects of 
penal punishment. The evib to be avoided are, — ^the making 
the persons under confinement objects of general sympathy. 



• To W, Courienayy Etq, — Are the punishments of solitary confinement 
firequent? — ^They have been more frequent in the early port of my visiting, 
than in the latter part. 

Have you .ever had persons confined in solitary confinement for any long 
term ; can you state any masumum ? — I think 1 remember one or two per- 
sons confined for nearly three weeks. 

Women or men? — Men. 
^ Men or boys ? — Men ; in consequence of a very severe riot, attended with 
circumstances of very great violence. 

An attempt at escape ? — Yes. With respect to punishments generally, it 
would be found upon accurate investigation, they were inflicted upon a small 
number of individuals among the prisoners ; that is, that the same individual 
rendered himself liable to punishment fi-equcntly, not that a large proportion 
of the prisoners were punished. 

Has your attention ever been directed to the degree of effect that that 
ponishment has upon the three classes, males, females, and boys ? — ^I ham 
considered it a good deal, and the result of my observation is, that, upon hoyg 
it lias not a very great effect, that it has most effect upon the women ; hut 
that it does operate also beneficially upon most of the men. The number of 
women who have been subjected, under my superintendence, to solitary con- 
finement, has been but few, although the cases in which individuals have been 
so confined, have been much more numerous ; that is, that individual women 
have been guilty of such repeated offences as to render it necessary for ^tym 
to be confined repeatedly : but with the generality of the women, I have foond 
that kmd and judicious treatment, which I think they generally experienee 
from the matron, has operated to keep them from committing offences that 
called for punishment ; some few hardened prisoners, form of course an ex- 
ception to this general rule. — Minutes of Evidence, p. 213. 
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diverting the censure of the public fipom the prisoner^ to the law 
that punishes him : and^ secondly^ the length of imprisonment ; 
thus subjecting the prisoner to a longer period of mental and 
bodily punishment than is necessary^ either for his reformation 
or the example of others. 

Whether the term in the last instance is too long, your Com- 
mittee will not take upon themselves to determine^ yet they 
. cannot avoid suggesting the propriety of a reconsideration of the 
- subject^ and perhaps on a review of the whole question^ its ad- 
vantages and its evils^ it may be found by experience^ that long 
imprisonment is unnecessary for any punishment, either regard- 
ing it as exemplary or reformatory, and a reduction of the scale 
may produce all the salutary ends the legislature by the former 
enactments had in its contemplation to effect. 

It appears to your Committee, that the class of persons most 
fitted for this Establishment are those, whose misfortunes, more 
than their moral turpitude, or confirmed habits of crime^ had 
subjected them to the sentence of the law. Young persons of 
both sexes, offenders for the first time, the victims to artifice 
and seduction, and all the various shades of early guilt, which 
the severity of the law punishes with the same sentence as more 
hardened criminality 5 offenders of this description should find 
here a prison in which habits of industry might be learnt, moral 
and religious feelings inculcated, and at the expiration of their 
terms of confinement, the prisoners might be returned to their 



To Dr, Hutchinson. — Is there any black-hole confinement ? — ^There is. 

How long have you ever known a prisoner, from the state of his hardened 
mind, remain in such a place ? — ^Two or three weeks ; may be more in some 
instances. 

How long have you ever known a person confined in a perfectly dark cell 
in the Penitentiary? — ^Three weeks. 

Was it a man or woman? — Both. 

Were their minds at all afi^ectcd by the length of the time they were con- 
fined ? — Sometimes, a little ; they did not fed very well for a few days after 
they came out ; but it was the rule of the institutiion for those patients who 
were suffering solitary confinement, to be taken to the infirmary after they 
came out, till their health was established, particularly the females. 

Have you ever known any prisoner kept in those dark cells till his health 
was so impaired that it was necessary to take him into the infirmary ? — It 
was done as a general rule ; they may have complained of head-ach, from 
crying, or coming suddenly into the light, after being confined in darkness, 
those were the chief things. 

The Committee understand you to say, it was as a matter of precaution, 
that prisoners were removed into the infirmary, after they came out of the 
dark cells ? — ^Yes, chiefly. 

Do you mean tkaX that was done generally ? — Not if they had been confined 
only a short time ; but if they had been confined a week, or any longer time, 
they were taken into the infirmary. — Minutes of Evidence ^ p. 58, 59. 
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friends and relations corrected and reclaimed^ or if defHitute of 
both^ they may faaTe acquired within the walls of the prison, 
such habits and ways of industry as may enable them to gain 
their livelihood^ and secure tiiem from falling a prey to the 
pressure of want, or the arts of the fraudulent and designing. 

Upon a review then, generally^ of the Penitentiary system as 
here established, your Committee are decidedly of opinion, that 
tiie vast cost that has been incurred, has not been spent in vain; 
that this place of confinement, though one of very severe punish- 
ment, reforms while it corrects 5 and that its proper application 
is to that class of prisoners, whose offences have brought them 
under the punishment of the law, but whose hearts are not hasd- 
ened by guilt, and whose characters are not destroyed by the 
repeated perpetration of crime. 
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USKE. 
County Himse of Correction, 

Nov, 182$. 

This small prison consists of two day- rooms or wards^ with 
an airing yard to each> and eleven nigbt cells ; there is also a 
large room intended for an infirmary^ but now used as a chapeL 
Hie female prison^ formerly the bridewell^ contains six Isurge 
rooms^ with a spacious yard. The greatest number of prisons s 
at one time was ibrty-one 3 viz. thirty- five males and six fe- 
males. The number committed in 1822 was 141^ viz. 113 
males and 28 females. A chaplain attends twice a week. Irons 
are not used^ except with refractory prisoners. The allowance 
of food is one poimd and a half of bread and one penny per day. 

A tread-mill is likely to be introduced ; at present a hand- 
crank mill is in use for grinding the flour consumed in the pri- 
son. The females are serviceably employed in spinning flax for 
beddings &c.^ also in washing and mending the {)rison clothing. 



NORFOLK. 



NORWICH. 
The Castle, County Gaol. 

Sept. 1823. 
Considerable progress has been made towards the completion 
of this prison : the centre building is erected, and one of the 
radiating buildings is covered in 5 the new court-house is also 
nearly finished. A committee of magistrates are in very frequent 
attendance, inspecting the progress of the work. 



NORWICH. 
City Gaol, 



Sept, 1823. 

The foundations of the new city gaol have been begun ; the 
situation is a very fevourable one, being an open, elevated piece 
of ground on the western outskirt of Norwich, and without the 
city walls : the estimate is between <£ 17,000 and ,€18,000. 
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AYLSHAM. 
County BridewelL 

Aug. 1823. 

This small and incommodious prison contains only two yards^ 
one for male prisoners, the other for females : the former is 
very advantageously under inspection from the keeper's windows ; 
the latter, which is very small, is accessible only by passing 
through the men's yard. There are about eighteen cdls, which 
are inhabited by the prisoners during the day, as weU as at ni^ht, 
from which they are let out in parties alternately, to take their 
airing in the yard. Much of their time is consequently spent in 
solitary confinement in the cells ', the sentence to imprisonment 
in this bridewell must therefore be regarded as a punishment 
somewhat more impressive than in those prisons where minor 
offenders undergo less seclusion. The prisoners are provided 
with BiUes, and other religious books. A mill, on the crank 
principle, gives employment to eight or ten men : it is likely 
to be superseded by a tread-wheel, the former being found less 
suitable in some respects, from the awkwardness of the mode of 
working, as well as inequality of the labour. Those prisoners 
sentenced to hard labour receive one-fourth of their earnings ; 
those not so sentenced, one-half. There were, at this time, 
eighteen prisoners in the bridewell, of whom three were females. 



WYMONDHAM. 
County BridewelL 



Sept, 1825. 

This prison is built in the form of a square ; the governor's 
house occupies the front, from the ends of which, and at right 
angles, extend two wings, which contain altogether 22 large 
tsells 5 the fourth side of the quadrangle contains the mill-house. 
The enclosed area, formerly unappropriated, has been recently 
converted into three yards 3 two of which are connected with 
distinct day-rooms, the third with the tread-mill. The partition 
walls of these yards having been judiciously built in a direction 
radiating frx>m the governor's sitting-room, he has from his 
windovirs a complete view into them, and consequently he can 
.see the men at work on the tread-wheel.^ 



* An inconyenience, however, is here perceptible, which, though easily pre- 
vented, is often overlooked in attempting to securf coniplett inspection from 

G 
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These yards would be improTed by being flagged or paved, 
hemg sometimes very wet. The prison is whitewashed but 
once in the year. Irons have been disused 5 but there is no 
dark^ solitary cell, for the punishment of refractory prisoners. 

Whilst the county gaol is rebuilding, many of the crown pri- 
soners for capitipL and other felony charges, are committed to this 
bridewell. From this description of prisoners, one or two schemes 
to bre^k prison liave been contrived within these few months : 
in one formidable instance the attempt "happily failed, without 
mischief to the officers of the prison -, it was made in the fol- 
'k)wing manner : — ^These felons were locked up for tlie night, 
three together in a cell, four of which are in a row, on the 
ground-floor j — they broke off strong bars from their wrought- 
iron bedsteads,f. wWch, though sufficiently strong to stand any 
vicdence from the strength of one man, were not proof against 
the united force of three. "With these implements they com- 
menced their operations, by breaking through the party- waUs of 
each of the foiur cells, which (by the use of such instruments 
on old brick and mortar) they accomplished in very little 
more than half an hour from the time they were locked up j 
by which means they united their number into a body of twelve 
men, in the last cell. They were, however, disturbed by the 
appearance of the keeper and his officer, as they were on the 
point of breaking through the last wall ; and happfly, by adroit- 
ness of dealing, they submitted without mischief. 

These cells are mostly 12 feet by 7 5 their floors are of brick ; 
in most of them are two beds, and in a few there are three beds. 
The bedding allowed is two blankets, a pair of sheets, and a 
rug on a straw paillasse. 

The chapel is very inconvenient, and the males and females 
are in sight of each other 5 it is, in fact, but a small room, 
entered by one door. Some judicious alterations have been 



the governor's room into the prisoners' departments ; it is the exposure of the 
interior of his room to their view, so tliat, in fact, the prisoners can inspect 
their governor with ahnost as much facility as he does them. In this instance 
the prisoners, as they walk in their yards, not only look into the governor's 
sitting room, but, if the doors be open, even into the public road and entrance 
of the town. In all these cases the error is easily remedied by Uinds, Whidi 
admit light, but prevent inspection into the room. 

+ The bedsteads in usewere of wrought-lron trellicc-work, put together by 
nail fastenings ; these are about to be removed, and wooden ones substituted. 
Bedsteads made of cas/-iron of the trellice form, are quite ftee from any risk 
of the kind above described, and are preferable to any other for prison use. 
A good bedstead may, also, be made of one large slab of stone, firmly fixed 
into supports from the floor ; these, when furnished with good mattresses, 
are quite unexceptionable for a prison-cell. 
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i^ommended in this |iart of the :pri50ii^ by Axrhich ibe (dmpel 
will be rendered mud^ more suitable^ and « ^k ^oUtar^ cell 
added. Service has been heretofove performed imt once dn (the 
week. The interior of the prison appeajred in good order. The 
use of tobacco amongst the prisoners has ioieen prohibited maoy 
years. There are now two turnkeys under f^ppoisbtment^ and 
the governor's wife attends to the women. 

The prisoners are employed at the tread-moU; at has sm- 
perseded one on the capstern principle^ which niras turned by 
twelve men, three at each shaft. TJhis former -wheel, the 
governor states, occasioned injury to the prisonera>MdiQse breasts 
in some instances were rendered quite sore, ^ocu the partial 
pressure upon that part of tiae body. No, earnings are aUovsed ike 
convicted prisoners. There were twenty-nine men and ifour 
women in the prison at the time of this visit. 



YARMOUTH. 
Town GaoL 



Sept, 1823. 

This small prison continues in the same deplorable state, in 
respect of classification and accommodation. There were in 
confinement at the time of this visit, five male convicted felons, 
one ud tried male felon, and one female convict under sen- 
tence of seven years' transportation, all of w/iowi inhabited one 
day-cell, which is accessible by a ladder descending ten st^s 
below the surface of the ground. There 'have been as many 
as fourteen men and women prisoners occupying this ceU 
at one time ; it is about 12 feet square. For 4he debtors 
there is a smaU room next the keeper's kitchen, and several 
lodging-rooms up stairs. The criminal prisoners sleep in four 
dark cells, 7 feet by 4, which open into an inner room, beyond 
the day-cell above described : this inner room is occasionsflly 
occupied at night, the bedding being placed on the floors. 
The four cells have small tubes or apertures in their roof, coin* 
municating many feet through the walls with the open air -y — *the 
effect of this simple contrivance was, that these cells were tho- 
roughly ventilated, although they were perfectly dark. Two 
prisoners generally sleep in each cell. There is a separate cell 
opening from the day-room, which is about -Jl feet by 6, in 
which the females isleep. There is but one yard to the prison, into 
which the v«rindowdf the keeper's kitchen immediately^looks 3 4his 
has been very properly furnished with a gauze blind, which pre- 
vents the prisoners in the yard from looking into the room. 

g2 
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No chaplain visits the inmates of this prison ; bat a bene- 
Tolent young woman^ with admirable zeal and perseverance^ 
has for a long time r^ularly visited the prisoners^ not only 
supplying work of various kinds to such of the prisoners^ male 
as well as female, as are willing to employ themselves, but also 
reading the Scriptures to them; she likewise superintends the in- 
struction of the most ignorant in reading, writing, &c. ; and (as 
I was informed by the attending officer) spends a great port 
of every Sunday in the prison, attending to the reli^ous in- 
struction of the prisoners. 

It is understood that an entire new prison is likely to be 
decided upon very soon, which will supersede the very defective 
prisons in this town : it is hoped that another situation will be 
selected much more airy, and less enclosed by houses, than that 
of the present gaoL 

The commitments of persons on charges of offences in the 
^year ending Michaelmas 1820, amounted to 66 ; in 1821 to 
61; in 1829 to 91. 



YARMOUTH. 
Bridewell. 



Sept. 1823. 

This small bridewell has been greatly improved, evidently 
as fEur as the building will admit, but it must always be a most 
improper place for a prison. It contains five ceUs, that open 
into a small narrow yard, into which the prisoners are let out 
in the morning, for a short time, to wash themselves, those in 
one cell after another: at other times the prisoners have no 
access to this yard, in consequence of its insecurity; the privy 
in the yard is therefore not used — tubs are placed in the cdls in 
lieu thereof. Great severity of punishment must fall to the lot 
of offenders when consigned for months to this bridewell: — shut 
up dav and night in the same cell, from which day-light is seen 
only m)m elevated windows in the roof! — ^visited only occasion- 
ally in the day by the officer, who has other business to attend 
to (being porter to the poor-house adjoining) who brings in a 
supply of water, with bread only, as their daily hre; without 
any employment to occupy their dreary days, and without even . 
a Bible to engage their minds. 

In the first cell were two men ; they sleep in one bed ; a rug 
and a blanket is aUowed to each. It is stated that the chain 
affixed to the block on the floor of this cell, is used only with very 
bad characters. The second and third cell were each inhabit^ 
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by a solitary male prisoner; in the fourth cell were two poor 
boys, taken up as vagrants, and committed for one month for 
being found on the river at an imseasonable hour of the night : 
taey are here confined not only in a state of idleness, but in 
darkness; their cell has no window; it is entered by a door open- 
ing from another cell, which door was locked^ to prevent inter- 
course. In the fifth ceU were two females, one for two months, 
for larceny, the other for an assault : to one of these women 
some little indulgences of tea, &c. had been allowed, in conse- 
quence of the effect of her confinement on her health and 
spirits. Another case of the same nature was mentioned, that 
of a strong and healthy man^ accustomed to husbandry work^ 
who was sentenced to twelve months imprisonment. In con- 
sequence of the closeness of his confinement^ and entire want of 
exercise, &c. he became so ill, that for several weeks he was 
confined to his bed ; nor have instances of the kind been rare in 
this bridewell. About fifty prisoners pass through it in the year. 
It is evident that this small and most awkward prison has 
been put into as good a condition as it is capable of. The con- 
trast of its present state with what it was five years ago, is very 
remarkable, and strongly evinces that attention has been paid 
to it by the magistrates of Yarmouth. 



IN ORTH AMPTONSHIRE. 



NORTHAMPTON. 
County OaoL 

Aug, 1825. 

The number of prisoners committed to this prison in 1823^ 
was 337, of whom 305 were males, and 32 feiuales. There is 
no matron at present appointed. No irons are used with any 
description of prisoners, and no escapes have taken place for 
many years. The tread-miU has not yet been introduced 
in this prison. The dietary consists of one pound and a half of 
bread daily, with a quart of oatmeal gruel at eight o'clock every 
morning, and one quart of soup daily, and eight-pennyworth of 
mutton every Sunday for each prisoner. 
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MORPETH. 
County Gaol 

Aug. 1823. 

This new prison is now in progress, and may be expected to 
$e completed in about ei^htecB months, or two years. It will 
comprehend a gaol and a house of correction within the same 
walls^ and provide^ on the gaol side, six yards, with twenty-two 
cells, besicles other accommodation for debtors^, on the house 
of correction side there will be six yards, with twenty-two cells, 
and four good rooms in addition. A castellated building, in fronl^ 
is to contain the court-house, &c. : at both sides of this building, 
Cwhich has the form of a crescent) are to be the separate resi- 
dences of two governors 3 one to the gaol, the other to the house 
of correction. The whole establishment does not, it seems, pro- 
vide for more than from forty-four to fifty or sixty prisoners. 

The present contract is for .£ 15,800, which does not include 
the court*houses, governor's residence, or chapel. 

tt M exceedingly to be regretted that the situation for this new 
prison should have been fixed upon so near the margin of the 
river: — any risk of inconvenience in case of floods, will, it is said, 
be guarded against by sluices, &c. It is also much feared that 
in consequence of the hills rising immediately about it, the 
greater part of the interior will be unfortunately overlooked. 

In the old gaol the prisoners receive the county allowance of 
four-pence per day, in money, to supply themselves with their 
own diet ; a plan which, it is hoped, will soon be altered for a 
regular ration of food. 

The prisoners at present are employed on the works of the 
new prison, where there is a small tread-mill erected, for the 
purpose of raising stone, &c. in the place of a hand-crane. 

Tile number of commitments is small : the highest number 
rf Mens in confinement in the old gaol, during the past yiBar, 
WM 1£. In the house of correction, the total number of pri- 
sonefid In the year was only 26. 



ALNWICK. 
County Home of Correcikm. 

Aug 1825. 

Within the last twelve months, the only alteration in the 
construction of this defective prison has been the converting of 



N0RTHUMBBRLAN9w &7 

two ceQ^ iafyi ^ dayrrponv for the use of t^ femfilesj pre;-. 
viously the^evf^as only one day 'room for both sexes. This soiiall 
piifion was built dbout sixteen years ago > it stajids in an airy 
situation. On the ground-floor there are a kitohen^ a sznall^ 
parlour for the keeper* s accommodation, and five c^Us for pri- 
soners, with one airing-yard only. The apfsurtments above con- 
sist of a room appropriated to the magistrates^ ii^ wliich public 
business is transacted : there are also two day-rooipos for pri- 
sopers^ one for pien^ the other for women^ which have a door of 
communication irom one to the other. There is no place set 
apart for a work.-room 3 the prisoners ar^ employed in their re- 
spective day-rooms. The wl^ole number of night-cells is six, 
Th^ greyest number of prisoners [at one time in the prison ha^, 
beep ^1 5 the usual number is generally from 10 to 14. No 
chapel is attached to. the prison^ nor any ^)|)aplain appointee^.' 
Clergytpen resident in the town have son^etimes gratuitously 
attended particular persons confined in the prison^ The allow- 
ance for food is 4d, per day for eac)i prisoner. There is no 
regular supply of clothings but when cases occur which render 
it in any way necessary, it has been always ordered to be sup- 
plied, on the keeper making a representation of the case to 
the magistrates. Irons have occasionally been made u»e of 
for desperate or refractory characters. The airing-yard is con- 
sidered insecure for prisoners to be left in alone, especially as 
the wall enclosing i^ is very low, and there is no window in thfs^ 
house which qyeriooks it. The^e is no supply of water to the. 
pfison but what is brought from a little distance. The keeper 
is in t^e habit of reading from the Bible to prisoners who cannot 
read j and also allows the use of the scriptures, and other religious 
books, to prisoners requesting it. Six Testan^ents were fur- 
nished for the prison on its first estabfa'shoieiit, but tl^ese are 
now nearly worn out. 



BERWICK-UPON-TWEED. 
Borough ChwL 

Sept. 1823. 

The gaol is situated on the third, or upper story, of the 
town-h£dl. * The town-ha)l itself is situated in the middle of the 
public high-street, which cause3 the gaol, although on the upper 
story of the building, to be y^ry insecure, as the prisoners have 
an opportunity not only of conversing with persons from with- 
out^ but also of having any thing conveyed to them by means 
of cords let down from the windows, through the gratings : 
there is no hou^e for the gaoler attached to the prison, 
whid^ afUs much to its loseoirity. The debtors and felons oc- 
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cupy the tame floor ; their day-rooms are only separated by a 
strong wooden door 5 they therefore have it in their power^ ii 
so inclined^ to converse tc^ether all day long. There is only 
one day-room for debtors^ and three sleeping rooms: these 
rooms are 14 feet square j and the keeper has frequaitly been 
obliged to put three beds in one room, and two persons in each 
bed. There is no airing groimd attached to the prison^ nor can 
there be, from its local situation ; but the debtors are allowed 
in the day-time to have the liberty of walking on the leads on 
the roof of the Exchange, which is about 40 feet long and 8 feet 
broad, where the debtors only take exercise through the day. 

There being only one day-room for felons, all descriptions of 
prisoners^ both the old offenders as well as young — male and 
female — mix together promiscuously through the day ! This 
day-room is so very insecure, that when persons are committed 
charged with any serious offence, they are obliged to be con- 
stantly confined in their sleeping-cells 5 and the gaoler is some- 
times obliged to use irons, which would not be resorted to 
but for the insecurity of those cdls. There is no airings 
ground for the felons, nor anv work-rooms 5 and for night ac- 
commodation there are only rour sleeping cells, and one room 
for refractory prisoners. Three of these rooms are 14 feet 
square, the other room is smaller. It is not uncommon, when 
the prisoners happen to be numerous, to have three, and some- 
times four in a room, and in cases of emergency there have 
even been six in one room. It follows, that there is no possi- 
bility of classing the prisoners, owing to the want of accom- 
modation ; nor is there any work provided for the prisoners, 
nor any house of correction in the borough. There is no priv^ 
to the felons* ward above described. 

The greatest number of male and female prisoners at one time, 
in the course of this year, might amount to 20, although there 
have been in former years more in the prison at one time; this 
number, of course, includes debtors as well as felons, and persons 
committed for minor offences, such as for assaults and disorderly 
conduct. The total number of persons committed from the 1st of 
January 1822, up to 1st January 1823, amounted to 93 (ex- 
clusive of debtors) . 

There is no chapel in the gaol, nor any attached thereto, nor is 
there any chaplain appointed to officiate therein. The vicar of the 
parish attends the prisoners gratuitously every Sunday evening, 
and reads prayers, and preaches a sermon to them. It is highly 
honourable to him that he has thus generously performed this 
duty for upwards of five years. The prisoners receive 6d. per day 
for food J but they have no clothing given them, nor are any coals 
allowed in the winter j mattresses and bedding are provided. 

The new Act does not include Berwick in its schedale of city 
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and] borough gaols. Irons are seldom U8ed« and then only in 
cases of necessity, which in a great measure is owing to the 
insecurity of the gaol. A pretty accurate description^ even at 
the present day^ of this wretched prison, may be found in Gur- 
ney*s Notes on Prisons, page 19, (published in 1819) 3 in which 
it is stated, that for the insecurity of the prison, in aggravated 
cases, the prisoners are chained to the wall^ besides being locked 
up in the cell. 



NEWCASTLE. 
Common Gaol 

May, 1823. 
A NEW gaol is immediately t^ be built upon the radiating 
plan, which wiU combine classification, security, and inspection. 
In the present gaol no classification can be adhered to, for want 
of room. The males are merely kept distinct from the females, 
and the debtors from the felons. There are at this time in con- 
finement three male and two female felons, and fifteen debtors. 
A clei^yman attends twice a week, reads the church service, 
and preaches a sermon. Bibles, testaments, prayer-books, and 
religious tracts, are furnished for the prisoners. Felons are allowed 
Sid. per day in money, to provide themselves with food, which 
is laid out in such provisions as they think proper : poor debtors 
are allowed 4d.' per day. There are no printed rules : several 
Acts of Parliament are complied with, as for as the confined 
state of the prison will allow. Irons are used in cases of very 
bad character and of heavy crimes, also persons under sentence 
of death and orders of transportation. No solitary confinement, 
for want of room, can be enforced : the governor, however, 
approves of solitary confinement, and more particularly so far 
as regards juvenOe offenders. The females are employed in 
knitting and sewing. 

During the last three years the number of commitments are 
as follows : — 

Stealing in dwelling-houses above 409 8 

Receiving stolen goods 1 

Larcenies, particularly picking pockets, and shop- 
lifting 43 

Misdemeanors 4 

Highway robberies 7 

Manslaughter. 3 

Uttering forged notes 3 

Obtaining money under folse pretence^ 1 
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NEWCASTLE. 
House of Correction. 

May, 1823. 

A NBW house of correction is immediately to be built^ with 
proper classification and work-rooms, &c. A small tread-mill 
has been lately erected in the yard of this prison. No particular 
classification, for want of room, is followed 3 the boys are kept 
distinct from the men, and the males fi*om the females. There 
are at present in custody — men, 33 3 boys, 2 5 females, 5 3 total 40. 
No clergyman attends this prison. Bibles, testaments, prayer- 
books, and religious tracts are furnished for the prisoners. The 
male prisoners are employed at the tread -mill 3 the females in 
picking oakum, and beating sand for the use of the prison, also 
mending their own clothes, &c. Three-pence a-day is paid to 
each prisoner for his daily food, which he lays out to the 
best advantage. Irons are used on very bad characters only. 
Female prisoners are not under the superintendence of a matron 
or a female officer. They are employed in knitting, sewing, 
beating sand, and picking oakum. The keeper much approves 
of the tread-min, which he considers as a healthy labour: 
he has not had a single recommittal since its establishment 
in this prison. There have been about 1200 committals in the 
last three years, principally petty larcenies, assaults, and other 
misdemeanors, disorderly apprentices and vagrsints. Crime is 
found to be very much on the decrease 3 it is supposed to be the 
result of a well-regulated police in this town, and the use of the 
tread-mill. 
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NOTTINGHAM. 
County Gaol 

Ocf. 1823. 
This gaol has been very recently presented to the quarter- 
sessions '^ as insufficient, inconvenient, and inadequate to give 
effect to the rules and regulations prescribed by the new Prison 
Act." The presentment is to be taken into consideration at the 
ensuing sessions. 



NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 91 

SOUTHWELL; 
Caimty Home qf Correction. 

Oct, 1823. 
The classification at present maintained in this prison is as 
follows : — 

1. Prisoners convicted ot felony. • 

2. Prisoners convicted of misdemeanors. 

3. Prisoners committed on charge of felony. 

4. Prisoners conmiitted on charge of misdemeanors^ or 

for want of sureties. 

5. Vagrants. 

The tread-mill has been steadily at work for many months^ 
and with very good effects, the health of the prisoners having been 
benefitted, without any exception. There has been only one 
instance of a prisoner (a vagrant) returning a second time to 
the tread-wheel. It is, however, much to be regretted, that the 
power is not yet applied to any useful purpose 5 it is expended 
in turning a regulating fly-wheel. 

No friend of a convicted prisoner is permitted to visit him 
without an order in writii^ from a visiting justice, or from the 
convicting justice. 



NOTTINGHAM. 
. Town Gaol. 

Oct, 1823. 
This prison is a. very confined one^ and unfort-unately there is 
no room for its enlargement. The magistrates are, however, 
in possession of a piece of ground adjoining the house of cor- 
rection, sufficiently extensive to build a good prison upon, when 
they may consider it expedient. As this place is included in the 
schedule of the new Prison Act, the subject of improving this 
defective prison, which contains only three classes, will im- 
doubtedly come under the early consideration of the magistrates. 



NOTTINGHAM. 
T\njm Bridemn. 

OciA^Si. 
THfei)(£ is no tread-tniH at present erected in this bridewell, to 
which sb lar^'a ntnnber of prisoners is committed from this 
town, tvhidi is a cctinty of itself, and having right to try all 
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kinds of offences. It contains four classes^ eadi having separate 
day and work rooms, also airing-yards. The employment of 
male prisoners sentenced to hard labom*, in breaking flax, has 
been suspended for several months, in consequence of wliich the 
prisoners of this description are unemployed, unless occasionally 
working at their own trades. No additional building has been 
erected, excepting a temporary one for a chapel : five sleeping- 
rooms, formerly occupied by male prisoners, over the womai*s 
veard, are now assigned for the use of the women. 

The number of committals from the Michaelmas sessions 
1822, to the same sessions 1823, is 1036, and the greatest 
number at one time in the prison, during that period, was 64. 
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OXFOBJD. 
County Gaol. 

This prison stands on the site of the old castle $ the governor's 
house occupies a central position, from which two or three of 
the prisoners* yards are seen, but the means of general inspection 
are very deficient. About a year and a half ago four new yards 
were added, which increase the number to ten, eight for the 
males and two for the females 5 they are dry and well gravelled. 
There is no matron, but the governor's sister superintends the 
women's ward : this dass of prisoners is employed in washing 
and mending for the gaol. 

There is as yet no tread-mill in this county prison ; the two 
mills at present in use, are the chief sources of employment for 
the male prisoners : one of them is upon the capstem plan, 
having eight shafts^ admitting four men to each. This mill grinds 
com, &c. and pumps water. The other is a hand-mill for twelve 
men, which also grinds com : the charge is Is. 4d. per sack. 
The hand-mill is described te be harder work than the cap- 
stern 5 but it is rendered lighter by the men being allowed to 
work and rest alternate hours, whereas the capstem men have 
no cessation, except for meals. Two prisoners were at this time 
employed in painting, and others at their several trades, in the 
service of the prison. An excavation, which is called the chi^ 
of St. George, is preserved as a curiosity : some columns of the 
ancient castle still remain in it : this place is used at the present 
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moment as the i^rork-shop of a prisoner^ who does all the car- 
penter's work m the prison. The boys have a separate work- 
room^ where they are empk>yed in beating flax. 

No irons are used, except in the removal of prisoners | solitary 
confinement is but rarely resorted to^ but flogging is not un- 
common. 

There is service in the chapel twice on Sunday^ and prayers 
are read on Wednesday and Friday mornings. 

The dietary is one pound and a half of good wheaten breads 
and one ounce and a half of cheese per day^ with two quarts of 
oatmeal^ to serve the week out 3 on Simdays half a pound of 
meat and a quart of broth are allowed in addition^ besides vege- 
tables from the prison garden^ which is an extensive piece of 
ground within the castle walls. 



OXFORD. 
City Gaol and Bridewell. 



Aug, 1823. 

The city gaol^ on Gloucester-green, was built about thirty- 
five years ago 3 and if ventilation were all a prison wanted, it 
would be one of , the best in the country, a thorough air passing 
through the building in every direction ; indeed, it is evident 
that this object has been carried too far; the prisoners in winter 
must be very much exposed to Xh^ cold. All the doors are made 
of open iron-work 5 every passage has ventilators to the floors^ 
above and below, and each cell has an aperture for the same pur- 
pose above the door into the passage. This plan has the incon- 
venience of affording great facility of communication to the 
prisoners, although the governor (who has held the office 
twenty-eight years) says that from the situation of his bed- 
room^ no prisoner can speak from one cell to another without 
his hearing them. 

' The governor's room and the chapel are in the centre of the 
building. There are four yards, one for the untried, one for 
debtors, one for women, and one for men after trial. 

The yards are only separated by low, open, wooden paling, 
which affords the prisoners the opportunity of both seeing and con- 
versing firom one class to another. As these partitions juie idling 
to decay, it is to be hoped that they may soon be replaced by sub- 
stantial walls. There are thirty-two solitary sleeping-cells^ two 
wards for infectious cases, and two sick wards 5 there are also 
two dark refractory cells, provided with a contrivance for con-^ 
fining the prisoners upright to the wall, by the throat and 1^^ 
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tills hovvever has ovij beeaonoe used In the «a6e of i^ 
jaadmaii> who was sent here some years ago. 

At the present time tfaereare only twelve prisoners : Ifce great- 
est number in the pdson was forty-two, which was during the 
disturbance at the time of the Queen's trial. The greatest 
proportion are women of the town, who are continually eom- 
mittecl here by the proctOTS of the University. Waslung and 
scouring aie almost always going on, as it is the only ein- 
ployment at present for the women. The men pomp water, and 
woik at their own trades, and in the garden. Irons arc usc^ for 
▼ery heavy crimes. Divine service is performed once on Sunday} 
the chaplain dilea visits in the week, and sees the prisaners 
separately, or in classes, in the gaoler's parlour. The idlownnce 
of food consists of two quartern loaves a week; one is given on 
Monday and one on Thursday. A hot dinner is allied on 
Sunday, when each prisoner has as much meat as he can eat ! 
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SHREWSBURY. 
County Gaol and House of Correction. 

Sept, 1823. 

Since last year there has not been any material alteration in 
the internal construction of this prison. The number of classes 
is at present twenty-one : the form of the gaol being quadran- 
gular, this extent of classification is obtained from the yards 
being arranged outside as well as within the buildings con- 
taining the prisoners* wards and cells. Irons continue to be 
used with prisoners under sentence of transportation 3 by the 
new Act however the treatment will be illegal 5 the authority for 
the use of fetters is only in case of urgent and absolute neces- 
sity 5 and then for the hmited period of four days, unless further 
warranted by an order from a visiting justice. 

The tread-mill has not yet been introduced: all male pri- 
soners sentenced to hard labour are employed at a null on the 
old principle, for grinding corn : they work at this about five 
hours esTch day, and for the remainder of the working <h0ur$ of 
the day, they are occupied with the other prisoners, in making 
the prison clothing, manufacturing bed- ticks, coverlets, sheets, 
&c. also list shoes, knitting gloves and stockings, &c. ^be grass 
amount of the earnings for the last year was £h%7 . $«. def . 
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of wbkh /£199. 8«. 9d. was paid tro the oounty slock. 
The convicted priscmers continue to be allowed one-third 
of ^e earnings from their labour durii^ the fulfilment of 
their sentence^ a sentence which renders it imperative that they^ 
should be so employed in punishment for their crimes. The al- 
lowance of food is one pound and a half of bread per day^ ami 
the value of a penny in cheese or butter delivered to each pri- 
soner every mornings besides their earmngs^ which average a 
shilling per week each man^ which they expend with the sutUer 
for common requisites. 

No matron has been appointed^ but the magistrates have it in 
contemplation to appoint one. There are two lunatic prisoners 
in confinement in this gaol^ one male^ committed June ^,182 1^ 
the other a female^ in custody since November 1^ 1820 3 neither 
are separated from other prisoners of their own sex. 

The chaplain appoints one prisoner to instruct theothersin his 
wardj solitary confinement is adopted in cases of refractory 
behaviour, and it is the opinion of the governor that a short pe- 
riod is most effectual. 

The number of commitments of criminals : — 

In 1819 172 

1820...... 152 

1821 133 

1822 123 

Of prisoners of every description. 

From 1820 to 1821 715 males 171 females 

1821. .. 1822 556 144 

1822. . . 1823 439 130 
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ILCHESTER. 
County Gaol and Houseqf Correction. 

Nov. 1823. 
Some alterations have taken place within the fest twelve 
months 3 the area of the gaol has been raised, so as to prevent 
inundations before complained of, and the whole of the division 
walls have been considerably lowered, by which means a free 
and complete circulation of air is admitted throughout the ^pri- 
soni The prfeonersare divided into five, classes :■ — th^y are. inr 
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slracted every monuogm readings by a person selected from tbe 
debtors by ihe ehaplaiii, who himself occasionally attends the 
-school. The employment of the prisoners consists in making 
ahoes and articles of clothing for the use of the gaol, as well as 
for the other county prisons : they are also engaged in Iweaking 
atones for the roads, and in the alterations now going fJMrward 
within the walls. The prisoners are not allowed any earnings 
from their labour, but Ihey receive a sufficient sum of money on 
their discharge to carry them to their respective homes^ provided 
they deserve that attention. The average proportion of pri- 
soners, who after liberation are again a)mmitted to the gaol, is 
about ten per cent. The use of irons was abolished on the op- 
poiniment of the present governor, and they are in no case whi^ 
ever made use of in this prison. Several instances have occurred 
where individuals, after being discharged from the prison, have 
become useful members of society. One has been engaged, 
since his discharge, in the repairs now going on in the pri- 
son, and many have been discharged able to read well, who 
before they came to prison, were totally ignorant of that acquire- 
ment. The number of prisoners committed for trial (exclusive 
of those also committed for trial to Shepton Mallett and Wilton 
houses of correction for the county) amounted in 1822 to 117; 
Jb 1823, to 109. 

^::-y--'^^ • 

] ; ^^%: r > \^ SHEPTON MALLET. 

^i^'i'y County House of Correction. 

-.a?^ This prison, which is now capable of containing about 200 
prisoners, has of late years been considerably enlarged 3 it has, 
at present^ separate departments for about fifteen (hisses. The 
ancient part of the prison, containing the governor's apartments 
and two or three wards, is awkwardly constructed : the accom- 
modations of the governor and officers, as well as the entrance 
of the prison itself, appear confined and very inconvenient. Two 
ranges of building, with intermediate yards, comprehending 
twdve departments, form the new part of the prison. These 
extensive additions, together with the erection of a large tread- 
mill building, have been completed, principally, if not entirely, 
by the employment of the prisoners as bricklayers, masons, car- 
penters, plumbers, &c. 3 a quarry of good stone has been opened 
within the premises, and at the time of this visit a scene of great 
activity presented itself. The saving to the county in con- 
aequenee of this very praiseworthy application of prison labour 



i 
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cflihnot but be eonsidemUe y and few prisoos in this counlry fte- 
sent a more striking exam{de In tbis reelect tiian'tbe one under 
notice. The tread-mill building was nearly ready for the re-* 
ccption of the machinery ; there are to be six tread-wheels of 
different sizes, for six separate classes; they are to be erected in 
stalls or compartments of the building, which will consequently 
render it necessary to provide as free a circulation of air as pos- 
sible.* Further improvements yet remain to be comjdeted; 
the boundary wall will probably he rendered more secure, and an 
additional department provided for the females. A chapel also is 
very much wanted : two large sleeping wards (at this time 
filled with beds) are in use, in which the performance of (Mvine 
service takes place once a week : in one room the females sit, in 
the other the males, the chaplain being placed near the door». 
This inconvenience must be prejudicial ; the attendance of thie 
minister at divine service in the prison is probably on that ac- 
count limited to the performance of it once only in the wedc : it 
should also be stated that it is the {Hactice at this prison to select 
one prisoner (who can read well) out of each ckuss, to read Uie 
morning and evening church service to the prisoners in 
the wards ; Bibles and prayer-books are placed in eadi depart- 
ment. Most of the ya^s may be inspected from an elevated 
sentry-box placed in the centre of the prison ; which is used at 
night by the watchman. The yards were in good order gene- 
rally J the day-rooms also, and the sleeping- rooms, were very 
clean and airy; there were from eight to ten beds in each night 
room. A sick ward is set apart in case of illness, but the prison 
has no regular infirmary. The dietary is the ssune as that at 
Wilton bridewell. The prisoners are not ironed, except in refrac- 
tory cases. A matron is appointed to attend the females, who 
are fully employed in washing, making up and mending the 
prison clothes, &c. There are two regular turnkeys and three as- 
sistants. A prison dress is provided to the convicted prisoners. 
No earnings are now aUowed; but on their discharge prisoners 
have a small sum, according to the distance they have to go, or 
other circumstances, at the discretion of the magistrates. Boys 
are frequently committed, and they often return. 

The number committed to this prison in 1821 was 615 males 
and 61 females. In 1822, 766 males and 52 females. In the 



* On the roof of the mill-honse is a wind-vaiie, which i3 ingeniously cut out 
to represent a prisoner on a tread-wheel in the act of working it : as it is ope- 
rated upon by the wind, the face of the little treading figure turns to the 
windward f 

H 
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fenuevyear 79 mexe ocmfided fekniB; and in the latler f^iat 
only W: the inorease being upon minor olfenoea.^ 



WILTON. 
Ccumty tfrideweU, mar Tauni^. 

July, 1823. 

Thi3 brideweU, containing on an, average from 60 to 70 pri* 
soners, is sitoated near a stream ; it is buSt on fi plan which 
proTides eleven departments, with an infirmary and genml 
kitchen. The turnkey's room is placed in the centre of the pj^* 
son, and bang somewhat elevated, he has the power of in^pocntr 
ing some of the prisoners* wards, and of readily hearing noi^ or 
disturbances in the prison. The airing-yards are sma]l ; they oc- 
cupy the confined space enclosed by the two main buildings 
wMcb contain the prisoners' day and night rooms 3 these build- 
ings, with the governor's house in firont, form three sides of a 
long quadrangle; a passage from the governor's house passies 
down the middle of the prison, having on each side of it the se- 
veral yard& 

Notwithstanding the disadvantage of s^cb enclosed quarters, 
I3ie interior of this prison appeared very free frosp^ damp; the 
sur&ce of the 3rards were well covered with firagmeoto of Ume- 
stone, broke down very small, and the numerous partition- 
walls were very carefully lime-washed. 

Hiese yards, with the day- rooms and kiitchens, &c. attached 
to them, exhibited the most remarkable appearance of cleanness 
and neatness; they were each occupied by prisoners firom five to 
fourteen in number, of whom one is selected as wardsman, who 
cleans up and is responsible for the state of his wi^rd, &c. The 
orderly and respectful appearance of the prisoners may also be 
mentioned, connected with the above observation, as indicating 
good discipline in this bridewell; it should be added, that the 
visit was without any previous notu:e, and during the. governor's 
absence at the quarter sessions. 

The dietary consists of one pint and a half of oatmeal grudi, 
with a little salt, for breakfast, one pound of br^ad, three 



* The prisoners are conveyed to the sesmons, which are held at some dis- 
tance firom this place, in covered vans or waggons : a party of prisoners for 
trial, to the number of sixty-seven, had been on the day of this visit thus re- 
moved to Bridgewater, about 30 miles : the carriages were met passing quietly 
idong the high road, without any of that public display which has been some- 
times remarked, and mthout that ignondnious exposure which was described 
in the Appendix of hist year's Report page 70 . treatment wMch it is re- 
ported continues unaltered at this time (Sept. 6.) 
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quarters of a pound of potatoes, with six ounces of coarse be^, 
and on otlier alternate days, instead of tiie beef, one quart and a 
lialf of soup made of the boiled meat of the preceding day. A 
complete prison dress is allowed the tried prisoners i the cloth 
is manufactived at Ilchester gaol from the fleece, and it is made 
up into suits of clothing at this prison. Besides tailoring^ shoe- 
making is also carried on $ sawing and splitting logs for fire- 
wood has been a principal employment for the men for some 
time, and a conskkrable demand exi84;a for the article 5 breaking 
stones for the repair of the hi^h roads is another source of labour 
in this bridewell. A piece (^garden, ground is now lUbout to be 
added to the premises, on which a tread-niiU 13 to be erected : 
considerable progress Uk already made, the miU-bouse l>eing 
nearly completed; there will be two tread-wheels capable of 
holding about thirty prisoners at one time, andj, including relays, 
from 40 to 50 men may be employed. The refractory piisoners 
only are ironed ; no escape haa occurred for some years* The 
females are under the gaoler* s wife, who is matron;, they are 
fully employed at work in the laundry, wa^hhausCji &c« $ their 
number at this tima amounted to thirteen. The chapel contains 
separate compartments for each sex«> but ciU. the made prisoners 
are in sight of each other. The chaplain attends once a week 
only, viz. on Sundays. Some of the sleqjitijt^ ajvictmeuts up- 
stairs in the west wing w^re defective in point of ventilation, 
although the rooms bave nqt low ceiUng9»,>;e;t for want oif a vent- 
hole in each room, besides the windows^, n^t HW of these apart- 
ments appeared to be well aired : there aue from nia€^ to ten 
beds in each. The visiting closet near the front entrance is well 
contrived, having compartments for the stranger^ the attendant 
officer, and the prisoner, with iron trellis «r wice^work parti- 
tions. There are two turnkeys under the governor. 

The commitments for the year jivsti ^oded.were^S.ipal^s 
«nd 65 feffloaks ; of whom 33 were, of 1$ yeara of 9^ and 
under, and 67 were under SO years j; a)x)ut oae~]totf cpim, iiead. 
Within the last ten years only three prisonj^a^ haitr^ died in" tiJMs 
prison out of ^00 committed, vi?. one oid n^an aged ^.g£ 
^bx>psy, one youth of a declintej, one woman of a ktckedjfaw. 
The prisoners are dashed «#^ foUows^::-'^ 

l«t closer, s^ta^'. 

3d '^- wale misdemieananU uAtrii^d. 

3d — wale feJona uipi,tri(^ 

4th — wale felons convicted* 

SA — boys.. 

Qth — e^^ci^ Iftm and ^ssaulti ca^es, 

7th — . .Imalemsd^inea^^ts. untried. . 

^Hk — > drnni^ fotom convicted 

h2 
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STAFFORD. 
Cknmty Gaol and House of Correction. 

June 1925. 

Within the last two years improvements have been made for 
the better classification and inspection of the prisoners in this 
gaol ; and the infirmary, which was formerly in the body of the 
prison^ has been very properly removed to a detached building 
in one of the yards. The prisoners are now classed as follows : 

Male Mons untried 3 classes. 

Ditto misdemeanants untried 1 

Boys untried 1 

Females untried 1 

For untried prisoners 6 classes. 



% 



Convicted felons to hard labour 2 

Ditto. . . . ditto not to hard labour 4 

Summary commitments to hard labour . 2 

Ditto not to hard labour 1 

Females tried ^ 

Boys. . . ditto 1 

For tried prisoners 12 dasses^ 

which^ including debtors^ make up 19 or 20 classes. 

There is a school-room in the prison^ where men and boys are 
daily^ but separately^ instructed ; the females are instructed- in 
their own departments^ and the whole is conducted under the 
superintendence of the chaplain. Divine service is performed 
twice on Sunday, also in the morning of Wednesday^ and in the 
afternoon of Friday^ with occasional lectures. 

The excellent combination of various kinds of labour at this 
county gaol deserves to be particularly noticed, and recom- 
mended as a useful example at the present moment of a good 
system of prison labour. As a source of hard labour the tread- 
mill is in mil occupation } it grinds com for the consumption of 
the prison and the lunatic asylum> also for sale. The other 
description of woik are as follows : heading pins for the Birm- 
ingham manufactory; weaving cloth> linen^ Uankets^ and rugs. 
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for the use of the prison; spinning and carding ^ knitting stock- 
ings ; niaking shoes ; also shirts ; in shorty every article of cloth* 
ii^ for the male and female prisoners^ is manufiictured in this 
gaol. Many prisoners are also emplbyed at' the fulling-mill^ 
and as carpenters^ bricklayers^ &c. on the premises^ Thelimatic 
asylum is also supplied with 8^e» from this source. The gross 
anidunt of eamii^ for the year 182^ was £666 12«; Td. ; the 
profit on. the pin-heading account amounted to as much as i£l56 ; 
that from the gnnding and baking account to ^70 for the year 
judt mentioned. The earnings are divided thus^ one-eighth to 
the task^master^ bne-sixth to the male prisoners^ one-third to the 
mtitron, and the remainder to the county : — the female prisoners 
on being ^charged are allowed according to merit and the dis- 
tance they are from home. In the summer months the prisoners 
rise at half-past five o'clock^ and at sun-rise the remainder of the 
year : — ^they are allowed half an hoiu* for break&st^ one hour for 
dinner^ and one hour (short days excepted) bdfbre they are 
locked up in the evening. The dietary consists of one quart of 
gruel for breakfast^ one pound of potatoes with salt for dinner^ 
and one pound three quarters of bread. The men employed at 
the tread-mill have an additional allowance of a quarter of a 
pound of bread in the evening. 

Irons have not been used since the appointment of the present 
governor^ except with transports a. short time previous to their 
being sent off^ and with prisoners (in a few instances only) who 
have been discovered making preparations to escape^ and from 
gross misconduct. Solitary confinement is occasionally in use in 
this prison-^ but not to the extent probably as was adopted at De- 
vizes house of correction^ where die number of solitary working 
cells a£forded ample means for carrying into effect this efficacious 
punishment 5 which the governor (from several years* experience) 
considers the most effectual means of reforming the criminal^ and 
therefore of preventing crime : in several instances prisoners have 
received the King's pardon for their good conduct^ after having 
undergone this system of discipline. The number of prisoners 
committed in' the year 1822 was 856^ of whom ^66 were felony 
cases> 139 misdemeanants^ and 451 summary commitments : out 
ofthese^ three were recommitments for felony^ one for poaching^ 
four for bastardy, and five for misdemeanors^ &c. being an average 
of one and a half per cent, for the year. The number of commit- 
ments for felony in 1820 was 369 j in 1821, 354 j in 1822, 266 -, 
indicating a very striking decrease for the last year. 

The females are under the superintendence of a matron 3 they 
are employed in washing, making up and mending linen, also 
in cooking for the prison -, they knit stockings, spin flax, yam, 
and wool, and make straw bonnets : those sentenced to hard 
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labour ^ employed in grkidiiig cofn at a portable imnd-naidXL, 
lately ifiiiiibtedr Ciiioe in tMs part of the kingdom may be said 
to ba confddei^ly diminished, moet espedally gmve ofeioes ; 
the Iblloydiig ejctracjto firom tiie priBon aeoount presento a mtet 
stdlcing picture m this re^ct. 

Prbpiuns co^ijaaitted for trial at tfa» assise 
Ig^O. Leot a^i^Bes for ftlony> 46 3 indnding other oAbcbi^M 

Sumiqa^ dittoi. . .ditto. . 3B « • • . . dittos « «.«...« vM 

1 8i 1 f Lent .... ditto. , 4itto. . 13. * ditto. ^ • . . M 

Summer ditto. . ditto. . 40.... ditto. 4.^... ..4.88 

1899. jPent.«..ditto.4dit^w S ..ditto ..4ft 

Sumiider ditto. . ditto. . i6w «....«:. . ditto ^ I » .^ 

The cbLodlknt diflc^Une established within these two o» thi^ 
years in this priacm, and especially the introduction of the tread- 
ndH> haiw, there is little doubt^ materially contributed towards 
these important eflects. 



ss 
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BURY. 
C&mty ChoL 

Stpi. 18a5. 

TttB most recent alteriktion made in this gaol is the erection 
.of a considerable range of building at thd front lodge, which 
contains infirmaries for both sexes, reception cells, and store- 
rooms, &c. 

The prison now possesses separate departments for twdre 
classes exclusive of female prisoners, most <^ whom are ptO'> 
▼idi^ for Id a separate building (the old Bridewell), in the im* 
mediate neighbourhood of the gaol. 

The radiating form upon which this prismi has been built, 
edkibits its pre-eminent advantages, in the remarkable airiness 
of the intaior, in the great facility of access afforded to the 
governor and officers from the centre into the several dqpait- 
ments of the prisoQers, and in the complete inspection of their 
airing yards. The day-rooms are also capable of being inspected 
through small apertures in their doors ; these open into the ck*- 
c^lar area or principal passage, surrounding the governor's 
central residencei in which passage an officer is generally on the 
watch throughout the day. 

The introdaction of the first mill on the tread-wheel principle 
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mtp this prison evinces the great spirit of improvement^ with 
which the magistrates of this district have been actuated in the 
management of their county gaol; it has continued to prove an 
admirable source of mechanical labow for the convict prisoners^ 
and an annual income of between ^100 and ^300 has been 
derived from its service. The tread-^wheels are capable of hold- 
ing fifty-six men in four separate classes. Hie duration of 
emplo^ent at thi^ time of the year (liutumn) is nine hours a 
day : as the men Wc^k the tread-wheel in the proportion of two* 
thirds on^ and one-third off as relays^ each prisoner wQl have 
three hours out of the nine for rest in the couiise oif the day. 
These intervals of rest^ it was highly satis&ctoiy a&d pleasing 
to observe^ were occupied by the prisoners- in reading or writing : 
small desks are fixed up against the fit)nt wall of the tread-wheel 
shed, at which many of the relays were seated, some learning to 
write, others reading the scriptures or other books, and a few 
instructing the unlearned. These pursuits are held but to them 
Very much as a h,votLT^ by which a greater stimtduis is felt, toad 
the means of instruction are the more prized amongst them* 
The governor assured me that he hte alreaidy had instances of 
men having by these means acquik'ed the art of writing a fiur 
hand and reading, by the time they had accomplished their 
sentence of hard labour. The introduction of this excellent 
piece of discipline is highly praiseworthy, and deserves to be as 
vtridely recommended as possible. 

The chaplain is now in attendance ^very morning by six 
o'clock; he reads prayers with t^e prisoners before they comk 
mence their day*s work. There are two dasses of female pri- 
soners within the yard: no matron had been as yet a{^inted« 

Since the last Report an alteration has taken place in the 
appropriation of the earnings; formerly prisoners of every de- 
scription were allowed as much as two-fifths of their gross 
earnings, one-fifth of which was given weekly to expend in 
purchasing food, &c. the remainder on their dischaige. Within 
six months a new regulation has been adopted, Which forbids the 
appropriation of any earnings to the convicted prisoners under 
the sentence and punishment of hard labour. 

No smoking is permitted in this prison, unless with the excep- 
tion of the debtors. 

No irons have been in use for nearly 20 years. The state 
of the interior of this gaol in regard to cleanliness, &c. was 
satisftictory: there was an orderly appearance about the pri- 
soners, and in the manners of such of them as the governor had 
occasion to address, diu'ing this visit, which did not escape 
observation. 
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IPSWICH. 
County Gaol and Home of Correction. 

Sept, 1823. 

T9IS prison (formerly a gaol only) has been recently extended 
tq include the house of correction within one establLshment]^ 
four new buildings are added, two of which contain the machinery 
o£ the tread-mill, the remaining buildings afford an increase m 
accommodation, and of classification to the extent of twdve 
sqiarate departments: the number of classes are as follows: — 

Debtors. 

Prisoners convicted of felony. 

Ditto convicted of misdemeanors. 

Di^ on chaige or suspicion of felony. 

Prisoners on charge or suspicion of misdemeanors. 

Vagrants. 
,The males and females being distinct. The plan of the prison 
has been described in the Appendix of the Society's Third Report^ 
it provides good inspection from the governor*s apartments into 
-live yards; and the general airiness of the prison is very satis- 
&ctory^ The cells are good 3 the bedding is laid on slabs of 
Yoridhire stone firmly fixed in supports from the floor; a thick 
straw mat is laid upon the stone. 

No escapes are stated to have occurred for a very long period. 
The conomitments were, in 

1820, Felons, male, 79 — misdemeanants, vagrants, &g. male, 34 
female, 4 — ditto ditto female, 1 

1821, Felons^ male, 66 — ^misdemeanants, &c male, 43 

female, 7 — ditto female, 5 

1822, Felons, male, 71 — misdemeanants, &c male, 204 

female, 5— ditto female,13 

The great increase of commitments in 1822 is accounted for 
by the circumstance above stated, the establishment of the house 
of correction within the gaol. 



IPSWICH. 
Town Gaol. 



Sept. 1823. 
The old gaol has been shut up since the Report of 1821, and 
the small house of correction which belonged to the county has 
been converted into a common gaol for the borough. It b 
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built upon the radiating plan^ and provides five daeseis. There 
were 20 prisoners in at this time^ of which three were females } 
two of the prisoners were ironed^ being known as London 
pickpockets. 

There is no employment at present^ but it is intended to set 
up a small mill. There are 22 cells, in which good itan bed* 
steads are provided: sometimes two prisoners occupy one cell. 
The females are not classed; the male misdemeanants and 
felons are separated, but the tried and untried are occasionally 
together. 

The dietary consists of a pound and a half of bread per day, 
and three-quarters of a pound of cheese per week, or, in lieu 
thereof, sixpence each prisoner. 

The keeper's sitting-room is in the central building, and it is 
surrounded by the prisoners' day-rooms, which open into it 
with very slight common house-doors $ the consequence is, that 
the prisoners can very readily overhear what is passing in the 
keeper's apartment : this inconvenience requires particular atten- 
tion 3 it is evident tiiat there is consequently a greater risk of 
danger. 



IPSWICH. 
Tovm Bridewell, 



Sept. 1823. 

This small bridewell continues unaltered. There is no work 
prbvided* The lower floor, containing a row of four or five cells, 
is damp. There is a good yard, enclosed by high walls, which 
might be used as an airing-court, but it is converted into a 
ga^en, and is inaccessible to the prisoners. 

The prison was empty at the time of this visit. 



BECCLES. 
County House of Correction. 

5tfj9/. 1823. 

This prison has recently undergone considerable improvement. 
It provides classification to the extent of four separate depart- 
ments for males, and one for females ; besides which, there are 
three or four spare rooms, for vagrants or other prisoners. There 
are twenty- four night-cells, which appeared in good order, as 
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<ttd the interior of the prkoageoeraUy. There were at this time 
fifteen {nriaoners in custody. 

The keeper*8 room ccnmnandsA good view into the mOl-yard; 
and the day-rooms are capable df being inspected from the central 
passage. The yards are very airy^ and each is well soppHed 
with water. 

A tread-wheel madiine has beoi recently erected $ it will 
employ nine meh at one time upon it; the power is applied t^ 
pumpkig water: the vdodty of the v^heel is to be r^ulated by 
a small fly^ and it is proposed to connect an index with the 
madunery, by whidi the amount of labour pa:<formed by tiie 
prisoners may be at any time known with accuracy | a oon*^ 
trivance which will render the machine very complete. 

The front lodge contains a bath^ an oven^ a cof^iep for the* 
cleansing of prisoners and their elothing on their first recep- 
tion, l^e whole of which is very well arranged. The prison is 
enclosed by an excellent boundary wall. 

The dietary consists of one pound and a half of the best 
whehten breatc^ one quart of oatmeal grud for breakfost p^ 
day^ with four pounds of potatoes per week^ and on two days 
<the addition of a quart of gruel. 

The register of the prison a£fords a good example in r^ard 
to the heads or details required to be recorded:— they are as^ 
follows : — 

Prisoners* names. 

Crimes or o£fences. 

Time when committed. 

By whom committed. 

For what crimes conmiitted^ and punishment to be 
inflicted. 

Ages. 

Prisoner's trade er occupation. 

Prisoner's employment. 

Behaviour of each prisoner. 

Earnings of each prisoner.. 

Expense of maintenance. 

When discharged. 

By whom discharged. 

The book is regularly produced at the committee of visiting 
magistrates^ and a copy of the entries is laid before the quarter 
sessions. 



SUHltfiY. 
The namber of cottii^itmeiitB hftye been as ibUotfs :— ^ 
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OKFBNCBS, 


to 
Micluidmfts 1822. 


MklodttiaB 1883» 
Afichadiiiiaa 1823. 


Mates. 


JpQtMnBB. 


TotaL 


UdEA. 


Fematea. 


TotaL 


Pfionf . . ^ ^ 


38 


3 


41 


30 


4 


84 

1 


* 

Misdemeanors 


13 


2 


15 


19 


3 




Non*pAymettt of \ 
Fitted J 


17 


2 


19 


10 


1 


* 

11 

« 


Bastardy Cases .... 


20 


4 


24 


12 


3 


IS 


Assaults 


3 


2 


5 


6 


1 


7 




Vagrants ......... 


16 


8 


24 


24 


5 


S9 




Total 


107 


21 


128 


101 


17 


118 


Greatest Number \ 
at one time. . J 


«9 


36 
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HORSEMONGER-LANE. 
County Gaol. 

Oct. 1823. 

SiNCs last year the general use of irons 6n the prisoners has 
been abolished in this gaol 3 the number of inferior officers has 
been increased to fire turnkeys and two watchmen 5 and it is in- 
tended to prevent the dose intercourse^ or rather immediate con- 
tact^ which takes place between the prisoners and strangers at the 
railings of the airing-yards. This object wUl be accomplished 
by an additional raOing in front of the yards^ (daced at a dis- 
tance of five or six feet from the present paJisade : this must 
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conduce materially to security against the introduction of inr- 
proper articles^ from which at present there is much risk, not- 
withstanding a personal search of the visitors at the front lodge* 
Some of the party-»wa]ls of the radiating-yards are too low; 
these might with advantage be raised. The prisoners' day- 
rooms, which are situated in the crescent-shaped buildi^ 
bounding the yard, are inconveniently distant from the quarters 
of the gQvemor and his ofiEicers; tiiey are also incapable of 
inspection, except by personal visits, in performing which, the 
officer necessarily gives early notice of his approach by his ap- 
pearance at the gate of the airing-yard, through which he has to 
pass to get at any day-room.* 

The allowance of food is a pound and a half of bread per day. 
A matron has lately been appointed to superintend the female 
department. The classification continues the same as last year. 

The commitments for trial for the last seven years were as 
: follows : — 

Year. Males. Females. Total. 

1816 757. 214 971 

1817 1051 234 1285 

1818 1056 251 ISO7 

1819 1092 278 1370 

1820 1021 269 1290 

1821 1120 207 1327 

1822 1025 244 1269 

The number of debtors in 1822 were 246 males, IS females — 
total 258. 

At this gaol, the prisoners, when discharged by proclamation, 
&c. are suffered quietly to depart at the prison door; they re- 
ceive no money on their discharge. The mode of conveying 
persons to and from Union Hall to the house of correction at 
Brixton, &c. is performed (as stated in the Appendix of last 
year's Report) by a covered cart or caravan. The cart has a 
division in it separating the men frx>m the women, and is drawn 
by one horse; it carries as many as twelve persons at once. 



* This is the prominent defect, which the Committee have had occanon so 
repeatedly to point out, in prisons erected on the circular plan. In this gaol 
a general passage of communication to all Che day-rooms in suocesnon would, 
in some degree, remedy the present v^ awkward access into them : whether 
such an object conld be accompliriied in the story above, or by the addition o( 
a gaUery behind the present biulding, are questions wortiiy of consideration. 
Some measure of the kind, by providing the means of inspection without pre- 
rious notice, would tend most materially to increase the control of tiie officers 
over thdr prisoners, which at present is very greatly lost, to the prejudice, in 
some degree, even of their safe custody. 
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BRIXTON. 
County House of Correction. 

iVbtr.1823. 

This prison exhibits the same appearance of strictness of dis- 
cipline as heretofore. The number of prisoners in cbnfinement 
at the period of this visit was 144^ nearly all of whom were at 
work with the tread-mill. There are ten wheels^ one in each of 
the ten airing-yards; two of them are capable of holding six 
persons each; two^ nine persons each; four, fifteen; and two, 
eighteen persons each — in all, 126 prisoners. 

For particulars respecting the rate of labour, see the Table, &c. 

Tile day-rooms are but litde used, and many of the rooms 
orlginaUy intended for work are unoccupied. These day-rooms 
are provided with good iron benches, which are fixed into the 
^granite* floors in front of the fire-places: — the windows have 
been recently glazedj^ which is an improvement. The night-cells 
are well fitted up; the doors and bedsteads are of cast-iron; 
the bedding consists of two good blankets and a rug, with a 
straw palliasse on a straw mat. The airing-yards are rather 
spacious, their sur&ce is very well flagged, but they have the 
disadvantage of being situated on the north side of an extensive 
tdrcular range of building, three stories in height, which lessens 
"the beneficial effect of the sun's rays upon them; this circum- 
stance renders it very necessary that the surface of &ese airing- 
yards should be washed as sparingly as possible, excepting, in 
summer; it is evident that they are little used by the prisoners^ 
exercised as they are throughout the day at the tread-v^eels. 

A matron constantly attends the females, and directs the 
laundry and mending department ; the services of the female 
prisoners are, however, at this house of correction, almost 
wholly directed to the tread-mill. The prisoners are allowed 
clothing during a confinement of any diuration. 

The chaplsdn performs duty twice a week, besides Sundays : 
-the chapel is well arranged; the classes are seated in separate 
compartments, in view of the officers only. 



* This stone is very objectionable for floors in a prison, 

h 
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SOUTHWARK. 

f 

The Borough Compter, 

Ocf. 1825. 

Bt an Act passed in the last sessions of Parliament^ this prison 
pow receives for confinemient those debtors from the Qourt of 
Bequests^ -who are arrested inr the fire neighbQuring ittriaheg 
only^ before inrhich, debtors were committed froia & very ex^ 
tensive district^ extending as £ur as Tooting) who are now 
<com];Kutted to the county gaol at Hprsemonger-lane. This cir- 
cumst^MAce has the effect of reducing the number of prisoners for 
debt> in this small prison, about two-thirds. In other respects, 
Hi^ arrangements are the same as heretofore. The windows of 
tb!^ wards occupied by prisoners commiUed for assaults^ which 
jLook into the debtors* yard, have been very properly provided 
with shjEule-screens. For this class — the assaults — a visilkijDg plaioe 
4s much wanted^ in order to dispense with the very improper 
pr^tice 9f admitting their friends (female as^ weU as ijaate) 
into theiiT ward. This room is also very inconveiMfiat! ^ ac^^ss 
for the governor aii4 his offiqeiV^ an evil alwaya to be iegre:^ed 
in prisofl^j^ as lessening the probability of frequent inspection, 
.and increasing the Hability of schemes for escape«^ 

The pr]3on is sUll a very insecure building, and hi^atMeen recently 
jpeported as such, by a grand jury : several esc^pe^hpiye occurred 
within thid year or two: one of which i^ e30;raoi(diiNVE;y> b^g 
that of a female, who got out upon the roof of th(9 prison,, through 
the window of % g»rret*room, and as the out^r i^aU (about 
twenty-five feet high) is connected with the prison^ building, it is 
supposed, that she descended by the aid of the gutter-^pipe, and 
that, assisted by accomplices without, she managed to cjear the 
boundary walls. 

The allowance of food (continues as formerly, viz. fourteen 
ounces only of the best white bread per day : as xnost, if not a]l, 
are untried prisoners, those who have fidends may fore well, 
those who have not must trust to the compassion of their leHow 
prisonersf, or limit themselvea to the very restricted 4aily foie 
thus provided: the visitors are allowed to enter firom eight 
o'clock tiU five in the afternoon. 

The prisoners are conveyed to the sessions, for triai or for 
discharge by proclamation, in the same manner as described at 
Tothill-fidds prison 5 they are handcuffed and marched through 
< ' " " ^ " ...» I II -III .,1 .11 . ■ I 

^ It is probable that a more direct entrance into tbia ward might be con- 
trived (instead of llie present circaitous one,) by continuing the passage of the 
gioand-floor cells at oncie into the ward. 
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die street in a party of t^i or twelve at a time> a chain con- 
necting them together. 

There are two turnkeys under the governor; also a matron: 
the number of females is genaraUy v&y small. The commit- 
ments were as under :-^ 

MalefeloBS, ^iMlereloitt, 

Debtors. Vmrtnlt. fines and finesand ToUO. 

mlsdemeaiiavts. misdemeananta* 

18S1...7Mi.- 19 611 444 1834. 

1822... 709. , 17.. -...453. 272.,,.. 1451* 



KINGSTON. 
County Bridewell. 



Sept, 1823. 

The total number of prisoners committed last year was sixty- 
seven^ and the highest number in confinement at one time 
during the same period was twenty-one. A warm and cold 
bath^ and an oven to purify the prisoners' clothes have been 
introduced since last year. A boundary-wall encloses the gaol : 
the keeper^ from the windows of his house^ can inspect the men's 
yard 5 the women cannot communicate with the men. 

There are but two day-rooms^ one for each sex^ with a yard to 
each^ and the number of night-cells is six. The chaplain 
attends on Mondays, Wedne3da,y8> and Thursdays. The pri- 
soners have tbyC same allowance of food as those at Brixton; 
the magistrates also allow what clothing they think necessary. 
Prisoners for hard labour are committed to Guildford or Brixton. 



SIJS3EX. 

LEWES. 
County House of Correction. 

The number of eommitments for the year ending Epiphany 
sessions 1822, were 143; in 1823, 134. 

The ratio of recomiAitments is now found to be four per 
oent. two years i^ it was estimi^ed at six p^ cent. 

The troEid-mUl has been at pretty full work; the labour is 
maintained for Bine hours In the summer mdnthsji.anid in winter 
seven. hoiw« 99d witfi evidenl benefit to the heaU^ of the pri- 
soners. 



11$ SUSSEX. 

HASTINGS. 
Commoni Gaol. 

(ktoher 1823. 

The gaol at Hastings was rebuilt in the year 1820, and no 
alteration has taken place in it during the last year. It is a very 
small building in the middle of the town: Irom its situation, 
surrounded by buildings, it cannot be very airy; but I should 
think it was as healthy as any of the adjoining houses. 

The men are kept separate from the women, which is the only 
separation of prisoners practicable in this prison. There are but 
two day-rooms^ and four night-cells; the cells are made to re- 
ceive but two prisoners, and are amply large enough for such a 
purpose : they appear convenient and airy, considering the very 
narrow scale of the building : in case of necessity there is another 
room, which may be made a night-cell. 

There is a very small yard surrounded by a low wall, the only 
place in which the prisoners can possibly take air and exercise; 
nor could this be allowed without the presence of the gaoler, 
for it would require inclination only to escape. 

There is no work-room, and no employment for the prisoners, 
save what may be merely accidental, and of their own seeking. 
They are allowed sixpence per day; there does not seein to be 
any precise regulation as to fuel, but there are fires in both the 
day-rooms, not at the expense of the prisoners. 

Sufficient bedding is allowed : there is no regular allowance of 
clothing; but prisoners are provided therewith when it is abso- 
lutely necessary. 

There is no chapel, chi^ilain, nor performance of divine ser- 
vice. 

Irons are used for prisoners after sentence of transportation, 
but not before. The whole number of prisoners committed to 
this gaol within the year were thirty; the greatest number con- 
fined at any one time, nine. There were at the period of this 
visit six prisoners, viz. one woman for obtaining money under 
£°dse pretences; she was alone in the day-room, and her con- 
finement is at present necessarily solitary, as there is no other 
female prisoner ; and five men, one in irons, under sentence of 
transportation, the others confined for minor offences : they are 
all locked up in the dav-room. 

The jurisdiction of the borough of Hastings includes all 
offences, and even murder might be tried by the recorder; but 
it is not customary to try prisoners where offences are capital. 
When such cases occur, they are sent to the county gaol, at the 
expense of the corporation. The population of Hasthigs is about 
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seven thousand^ and the number of prisoners is certainly small 
for so large a population, especially considering that the town is 
often a thoroughfare for seamen from other ports. 

It must be obvious that this prison is radically defective in the 
most essential points, and which no good management can 
counteract or remedy J but there is reason to think that it is 
careftilly attended to, and that no evils exists which do not 
almost necessarily arise from its inherent defects. It is so very 
small, that it could not accommodate any accidental influx of 
prisoners. 
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WARWICK. 
County GaoL 

Oct, 1823. 

IThe classification has been extended since last year by the 
division of the larger courts, which now increases the number of 
classes to seven : they are thus appropriated : — 

No. 1 . Men and boys iov trial at assizes and sessions. 

2. Untried misdemeanants. 

3. Boys tried. 

4. Misdemeanants sentenced to hard labour. 

5. Convicted felons. 

6. Females tried. 

7. Females untried. 

There are seven day-rooms, two work-rooms, a tread-mill, 
and eighty-four sleeping-cells. The greatest number of prisoners 
at one time last year was 190. 

The chaplain performs divine service twice a week^ morning 
and evening prayers are read daily with the men, the women 
and the boys. A schoolmaster continues to instruct the boys, 
under the admirable superintendence of the wife of the governor, 
and much good is reported to have arisen from the system of 
regular instructkm and labour among that class of prisoners 
which has been described in former Reports. 

Each prisoner is allowed ten pounds and a half of good bread 
per week, equal to li lb. per day, half a pound of meat twice a 
week, and a quart of sai^> twice a week. 

No escapes have occurred for the last five or six years ) no 
irons are used. 
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WARWICK. 
County House of Correction. 

Oct. 1823. 

No alterations have taken place since last year, but several 
important improvements are miderstood to be contemplated, as 
the prison is on a very defective plan, and wholly incompetent 
to accommodate the lai^ numbers committed to it in a proper 
manner. It contains three wards or divisions; there are five 
work-rooms, and four day-rooms, with the same number of 
yards; there are only nineteen night-cells, and four solitary- 
cells. The greatest number of prisoners at one time last year 
was 196 ; and the number committed in the year 700. 

Divine service is performed by the chaplain every Sunday; 
prayers are read daily, by a person selected for that purpose ; 
a female reads to the women. 

The dieting consists of two pounds of bread daily, and clothing 
is provided when necessary. No tread-mill has as yet been in- 
troduced; but the usual manufactures continue to be followed 
up, as wire-drawing, pin-heading, &c. and a corn-mill worked 
by shafts, has been long in use. The prisoners regeive a certain 
portion of their earnings, and the surplus is paid to the county. 



WESTMORELAND. 



APPLEBY. 
County Chwl and Home of Correction. 

Sept. 1823. 

This small county prison has not xecently ree^ved any alter- 
ation. The male prisoners occupy one wing or ward^r^e females 
another; no further classification is reported to :« be '^observed: 
there is no employment. Except for lu^Sn^Kiyi olfenoes^ iicny are 
not idwa3r8 used, especially if there be no appearaace of a re- 
fractory disposition. At present all the criminalt are in iions, 
in consequence of one man trying to escape. ' The chaplain 
attends once a week. 

The number of criminal commitments are' very smaO ; ia the 
year ending Sept 18^, there were six; and in 18^, tbere 
were eight. There has been a greater nmnber of criminals 
in this prison during the last two or three years^ than ean be 
remembered for the same length of time. About twelve per 
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cent. 16 estimated to be the ratio of re-oommitments^ as an 
average for the last three years. 

It is a subject worthy of serious consideration, whether there 
must not be a great liability of an increase of oflFences, both of a 
heavy and light degree, in districts maintaining prisons deficient 
ih good discipline, or in good construction. Several instances 
of this kind have forced themselves into notice, in which it has 
appeared, that desperate characters have committed burglaries or 
other heavy offences in borough towns, for example, and being 
committed to the small prisons of such jurisdictions, have been 
very successful in making their escape. 



WILTSHIRE. 



SALISBURY. 
The County Gaol, Fisherton Auger. 

May 1823. 

This new prison, which was completed only last autumn, is 
built to receive one hundred prisoners. The governor"^ house, 
which is large, is placed in the centre 5 on botli sides of it there are 
two wings, containing the prisoners' Wards and cells,— the whole 
plan representing an outline very similar to that of the letter ^ 
placed sideways. Two airing yards are laid out on both sides of 
the centre building, which alone are under inspection from the 
governor's windows. Behind the centre building is placed the 
chapel, with two small yards for the female prisoners. This 
arrangement provides the following very limited extent of classi- 
fication j two classes for the females, and four classes only for 
all descriptions of male prisoners to be met with in a county 
gaol; viz. debtors, felons and misdemeanants for trial, transports, 
capital felons, and juvenile prisoners. This error in the plan of 
a prison erected so recently, is exceedingly to be regretted j the 
consequence'of which is, that the tried and the untried felons 
are confounded together, and no distinction made with the juve- 
nile prisoners'; the fema^ also niast be subject to very imper- 
fect classification. ,v 

The four sdring yards for the male prisoners'are very laige; 
they are bounded next the centre by an iron pallisade, but at 
their further extremity the boundary consists of a very lofty 
brick Wall, abbut-tfiirty feet or more in height, which extends 

I 2 
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across from wing to wing.* The area between the centre build- 
ing and the yards exposes the governor's movements, who ob- 
served that he was in consequence completely overlooked by his 
prisoners. 

The interior of the prison appeared to be of excellent con- 
struction ; the day-rooms are well floored with stone> and they 
are light and airy -, their ceilings are neatly turned in arches, 
supported by cast-iron rafters on columns of the same metal. 
The night-cells are also very well contrived ; each has a small 
vent-hole in the cieling ; the windows are glazed, and are high 
enough to be inaccessible to the prisoner. The bedsteads are 
made of cast-iron trell ice, fixed on low supports to the floor; 
each cell has also two doors, one of strong iron trellice, the other 
of wood closely fitting into the frame, f The bedding allowed 
is three blankets in winter, and a straw mattress -, also a flannel 
night-cap. From each cell-gallery, sound-pipes pass into the 
bed-room of the governor : they are made of copper, terminating 
with a wide funnel, which is fixed up under the arched cieling at 
the end of each cell-gallery : by means of which sounds may be 
conveyed from every gallery to the governor's lodging room. But 
it happens, from the faulty arrangement of the prison buildings, 
that the access from the governor's house and bed-room is so 
inconveniently distant from all the galleries, that it is feared the 
useful object of this contrivance must be greatly lost. One 
attempt at an escape has already occurred, by endeavouring to 
pierce one of the walls with a piece of tin which had been in use 
as a bread knife. Irons are used on transports and capital felons; 
the irons weigh about ten pounds. 

In the yard for bridewell prisoners there is a pumping ma- 
chine turned by a windlass, for the employment of prisoners 
sentenced to hard labour from the city of Salisbur}' : all others 
appeared to be entirely unemployed. There are three turnkeys 
and a matron. The allowance of food is one pound and three 
quarters of the best white bread per day. 

The number of prisoners in this gaol has not hitherto amounted 
to 100, the average number in confinement being about 60. 

The infirmary, which consists of two rooms, has not yet been 
used : the prisoners are very healthy. The chapel, which is in 

^ * As the prison is completely surrounded by an excellent boundary wall, 
it would have been fiur preferable to have had the usual iron pallisade mounted 
with cbevaux-de-frise, as the outer boundary of the yards, in the place of 
this lofty brick screen, which must interfere with the airiness of the prison. 
^ f These cells may be recommended as complete models for the construction 
ofthis part of a prison. Nothing however can compensate ^for the present 
very erroneous dedgn of this new prison, exhibiting such a lamentable de- 
ficiency in re^)ect of classification. 
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the same buildings is very neat and plain; the prisoners are 
seated in partitions^ by which the classes are secluded. One 
insane prisoner is now in confinement -, he was committed on 
charge of a robbery^ and proved to be insane. The prison occu- 
pies about three acres of ground. 

The outer wall deserves the particular notice of those con-« 
cemed in building gaols ; it is about twenty feet high; its abut- 
ments are carefully rounded off, sa as to present no edge or 
angle ', the upper part of it is made to taper off to the thick- 
ness of a single brick^ and the summit of the wall is mounted 
with three tiers of detached bricks, by which no support can be 
obtained for scaling it. The porter's lodge is remarkable for its 
perfect simplicity and neatness ', no superfluity, no expensive or 
useless ornament is to be seen upon this part of the prison, upon 
which it has been so common to allow county architects to in- 
dulge their taste, and in some few instances in the most lavish 
manner. The front gate requires a small grated wicket, to allow 
the porter to see strangers before he unlocks the door to admit 
them. 

By virtue of an Act *' for rebuilding the Council Chamber of 
New Sarura,*' 25 Geo. 3, the city of Salisbury are enabled to 
commit their prisoners to the county gaol 3 the city is charged 
for the clothing and feeding, &c. of their own prisoners, and it 
pays a small' salary to the gaoler, independent of the county. In 
the recent act for rebuilding this county gaol, some further 
enactments occur relative to this excellent arrangement. During 
the last half year about twenty-six prisoners have been received 
from the city of Salisbury. 



DEVIZES. 
County House of Correction.. 



Oct, 1823v 

A TREAD-MILL for the employment of seventy-five prisoners is. 
now in progress towards completion. No regulations for its 
management have at present been laid down 3 the subject will 
come before the ensuing quarter sessions, as well as the general 
regulations of the prison, the dietary, &c. 

The airing yards of the prisoners all radiate firom the governors 
house in the centre ; the inspection is therefore so far excellent. 
The prison is very airy, and its situation is a very favourable on$« 
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WORCESTER. 
County Oaol and House of Correction. . 

J , Sept. 1823^. 

Tfiflr number of prisoners in confinement at the period of this 
visit is 60 men and 25 women ; the highest number the prison 
haa had to contain at oxkq time^ in 1822, waa 125, and the total 
number committed in the- same year was-516. The treadrmill 
haa not yet been introduced into this prison. Six machines for 
beating hemp are in use} each bloclc employs three men. There 
ane two hand-mills for grinding corn, Avhich will work twelve 
men at a time. The labouisis severe: the hand crank in its re- 
volution ^jt^roaehes within afo€»t' and a. half of the ground on 
which the labourer stands; this necessarily obliges him to exert 
his strength with a considerable inflexion of the body« a disad- 
vantage entirely avoided with the tread-wheel. There, are also 
looms for the manufacture of the woollen and Un^ articles of 
dothing used. by the prisoners. Tailors, and shoemakers are met 
with among the prisoners, who are welV employed, in the service 
of ithe establishments. ^Sacking is also manufaetured. Prisoners 
before trial, are allowed half their earnings, after trial one sixth. 
They receive half their earnings in money weekly ^ tobacco and 
snuff, but no beer, are allowed to be purchased. 

Irons continue to be made use of in this gaol, although some- 
what less so than last year. As the new Prison Act declares 
that no keeper of any prison shall put a prisoner in irons, except 
in a case of urgent and absolute necessity, it is not likely that 
the use of these instruments of personal restraint will continue 
to be tolerated niuch Ipngeir. . The pallisades which formed the 
outer boundary of the prison yards have been removed, and lofty 
iron pallisades substituted. There are now as many as five turn- 
keys j a matron has also been appointed, who has the entire eare 
of the females.^ There are seven cells for solitary confinement, 
two of which are dark 5 these are frequently used for the punish- 
ment of refractory prisoners, and the governor is required to 
report such cases in his book, for the inspection of the visiting 
justices. Four prisoners were at the period of this visit shut up 
in these cells for attempting to escape, two of whom had been in 



* The screens alluded to in the last Report have been put upr, by which the 
male and female prisoners, as well as those of different claSBea, are prevented 
from seeing each other. 
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conflnement for three days. The door of one of these dark cells 
being opened^ the poor fellow within immediately fell on his 
knees^ most earnestly entreating that some alteration might be 
made in his situation. 

The chaplain performs service Iwice on Smidays, and prayers 
are read on Wednesdays and Fridays. 

The magistrates have for some time had the enlargement of 
this gaol under consideration^ with the view of providing a more 
complete classification than the present state of the interior will 
admit of: they appear to be anxiously concerned to render the 
prison and its management as efficient as possible. 



WORCESTER. 
City Gaol and BrideweU. 

OpI. 1829; 

The total number of persons conunitted in 18Sfl was mnety- 
twof the greatest number in custody at one time in that year 
was thirty-six. No alteration has occiured in the manage- 
ment of the present gaol, a new prison being now in progress : 
it is to contain about forty cells, besides about fifteen rooms for 
debtors, and dght yards. The keeper's house will be placed in 
the centre, from which point the yards are to extend in a ra* 
4iating direction to a circular range of building, which will 
ticcupy a segment of nearly two-thirds of a circle. This build* 
hig tdll contain the wards, ceUs, &c. of the prisoners! the 
windows of these rooms will open into the yards; those of the 
night-cells will look upon the boundary-wall, whic& is only a 
few feet distant; and the turnkey's rooms are to be placed at 
the front lodge of the prison, a situation the most disadvai)- 
ms that could be pointed out, being at the greatest possible 
ice from the prisoners* departments ! * 

* The Committee avail themselves of tlus opportanity to make a few remarks 
on the circular plan that has been chosen for this gaol ; a plan against which 
they have long entertained decided objections, which have been strengthened 
by repeated observation and experience. 

The most prominent error to be noticed is, that the quarters occupied by 
the prisoners are placed at a distance from those of their officers. The airing- 
yards in such a prison will undoubtedly be under complete inspection from 
the central building, which the prisoners themselves will be well awaie of; 
hjut they will also soon discover, that those very same yards serve most efibc- 
tually to expose to their notice the approach of any officer who may be on his 
way to visit their secluded day-rooms* Hence one essential principle of 
prison architecture is lost, viz. unobserved/act7i7y o^accew into the prisoners' 
departments. 

But where the buildings (occupied by the prisoners) are arranged in a posi- 
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YORK. 
York Castle. 

Oct, 1823. 

Preparations are now making by the magistrates (under the 
new Act) for the enlargement of this comity gaol, and for its 
general improvement in the most complete manner. 

tion radiating from a governor's residence in the centre, the entrance into 
every day-room, cell-^lery, and airing-yard may be brought very near one 
central station, from whence the officers may make immediate visits to any 
of the classes, whilst the probability of frequent visits becomes increased from 
the facility of access provided. 

Another disadvantage of the circular building in a small prison like tins at 
Worcester is, that it affords a great facility of vocal communication frt>m one 
yard to the other, of sounds generally. From the same cause (viz. the con- 
fined arrangement) the airiness of the mterior is also impaired: to counteract, 
in some degree, this last inconvenience, it will be necessary that tiie surface of 
every yard and area be well covered witii good flagstone pavement. 

Again, the situation of a circular range of building, as in the plan above 
described, is prejudicial to the security of a prison, by lessening the extent of 
inspection within its boundaries. Thus, the position of the circular building 
in. question effectually conceals the outer wall, becoming, as it were, a screen, 
behind which preparations may be carried on for scaling that boundary^ 
should the prisoners succeed in breaking through the outside waU of the 
building containing their secluded day-rooms, passages, and night-cells^ 
But in the radiating plan, the position of the prisoners' buildings offers the 
least possible obstruction to the view from the centre over the whole enclosed 
area extending to the outer wall of the prison ; and the arrangement of the 
wings and of the partition- walls of the airing^yards exposes to view nearly 
every boundary of the prisoners' respective departments. It thus happens, 
that a prisoner cannot attempt to pass one of those boundaries during thie day, 
without a self-evident risk of being seen from the windows of the centre 
building. It is a very frequent objection to the radiating plan, that the pri- 
soners in their airing-yards have no other boundary between them and the 
externa] wall of the prison, but an open iron pallisade; this is supposed to be 
a very insecure arrangement, as it allows them to see the obstacles laying in 
their way upon an escape, and thus an inducement is held out to them to 
make the attempt. The objection is, however, founded in appearances only, 
and in a total disregard of the excellent effect of inspection on a set of pri- 
soners. They can never enter their yards without being palpably exposed to 
view from the centre building ; and no prisoner who is ingenious enough to 
contrive a scheme for an escape, will not first look about him to see that the 
place he selects to accomplish his object will not manifestiy expose him to 
view. At night the prisoner, in a radiating building, will have all the diffi- 
culty of escaping from his night-cell, and from the biulding itself, as he would 
have in a circuW building : but in the former case he will have, in additton, 
an armed pallisade to clear before he can reach the outer wall of the prison : 
whilst from the converging form of the radiating wing, there is every advan- 
tage for the conveyance of sounds to the centre at nig^t. 
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BEVERLEY. 
East Riding House of Correction. 

Nov. 1823. 

No material alteration has taken place in the construction of 
this prison since last year: it contains 14 day-rooms^ 10 work- 
roomSj 14 wards^ 14 airing-yards^ and 63 night-cells. The 
greatest namber of prisoners at one time last year was 763 the 
total number of committed^ 305. 

The chapel is well constructed, as described last year. The 
governor reads prayers every mornings the chaplain perfortns 
service on Sunday mornings, and has pn^yers in the afternoon^ 
and then catechises the prisoners; and on Mondays, Wednes- 
days, and Fridays, he devotes one hour at least each day to the 
school, and catechising the prisoners. 

No irons are used on any occasion. 

The tread-mill is contracted for, to be completed in January, 
1824, calculated to hold at one time about fifty-eight, in eight 
classes. It is proposed to employ it in the manu^cture of 
whiting. 

The school continues to be kept up 5 and one of the prisoners^ 
a misdemeanant, is employed in instructing the rest. 

A matron is imder appointment, in consequence of the late 
enactment to that effect. 

The dietaty is as follows : — 

Breakfast every morning — One quart of oatmeal pottage, and 
half a pound of bread. 

Dinner — Sunday and Tuesday. — One quart of stew of heads 
and bones, &c. with half a pound of potatoes. Monday, Wednes- 
day and Saturday — One quart of oatmeal pottage, and half a 
pound of bread. Thursday. — Half a pound of boiled beef, one 
pound of potatoes. Friday. — One quart of broth, from beef of 
yesterday, &c. half a pound of bread, with leeks or onions, and 
a quarter of an ounce of oatmeal for each prisoner. 

Supper — Same as breakfast. 



NORTH ALLERTON. 
North Riding Home of Correction. 

Nov. 1823. 
The following is a copy of an order made by the magistrates 
of this Riding at their last quarter sessions, relative to the 
enforcement of tread-mill labour. 
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'^ Al the general quarter sessions of the peaoe« holden at 
Northallerton, in and for the North-Riding of the county of 
York, on the 13th day of October, 1823, it was ordered as 
follows : — 

That the tread-mill, with due graduation and classification, is 
a{^licahle both as hard labour in the cases of such prisoners as 
are .sentenced thereto, and for the employment of other pnspners. 

That 1^ present dietary be continued for all convicted pri- 
soners; regsird being. had by the visiting justices, to the nature 
and degree of labour required from them ; and that the same 
diet|iry be also allowed for such prisoners, of ^very descr^)tion, 
as. are not able to work, or, being able, cannot procure employ- 
ment sufficient tQ sustain tjiemselves by their ind\^try; or, who 
may not be otherwise prpvideiifor : and that pe^pns committied 
for trial, who are able to work| and have t^e means of employ- 
ment offered them by the visiting justices^ by wliich they may 
earn their support, but who obstinately refuse to work, shall be 
allQwed bread and. water only.* 

That all perso^^ committed for trial, who shall be willing to 
be employed in such work, in this prison, as shall be offered to 
them by the visiting justices, shall be allowed in addition to the 
regular dietary, one-half of their earnings, as and for wages for 
their work, to be paid on their discharge. 

By the Court, 
(Signed) William Wailbs, 

Deputy Clerk of the Peace. 

The dietary is as follows ; — 

Breakfast every morning, a quart of oatmeal porridge, and 
one pound and a half of bread. 

Dinner. — Sundays and Thursdays, six ounces of boiled beef, 
and a qusirt pf potatoes with salt. Mondays and Fridays, a quart 
of stew piade of beef, p^-heads, bones, vegetables, oatmeal, and 
onions, with pepper and salt. ' Tuesdays, a quart of boiled rice 
and mUk, or a quart of stew same as Monday. Wednesdays 
and Saturdays, a quart of broth thickened with oatmeal, onions 
and vegetables, with pepper and salt. 

Supper, — ^Every evening a quart of oatmeal porridge. 

No other means of employment are found for any description 
of prisoners but the tread-mill, unless for shoemakers and tailors, 
who are sometimes employed at their own trades before trial. 
At present there are only two unconvicted prisoners working 
at the tread-mill, one on a charge of felony, and the other for 
want of sureties. Those who may " obstinately refuse to work** 



* One pound and a half of bread per day. 
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M the* tread-miQ; hjire the limited allowance of one pound and 
a half of bread ahd'Waler.^ 

The etoiih^ of the prisoners are divided as follows : — tf com- 
mitted t6 hsra labour, one^-fourth part to the prisoner, two- 
fourths to the Riding, and one-fourth to the gaoler : whien not 
committed to hai^ labour, or before trial, two-fourths to the pri- 
soner, one-fourth to the Riding, and one-fourth to the gaoler. 



LEEDS. 
Common Guol. 

Oc#. 1823. 

Tiii«* prison is only used as a place of confinement for pri- 
soners^ t^ they can be examined and disposed of b3rthe sitting 
magistrates 5 therefore, when a person. is either committed for 
tri£$t(>r (in consequence of a convictiotf upon a penal statute) for 
a limited period by way of punishment, such persons are imme- 
diaPtely conveyed to the house of correction at Wakefield. The 
same observation will apply to prisoners after a conviction at the 
^ssions; 

The period of confinement in Leeds prison seldom exceeding a 
day or two, there is no chaplain or chapel. The cells are indis- 
criminately used night and day j there are no work-rooms, nor 
are irons used except where immediate apprehensions of escape 
are entertained. Indeed this prison may be considered as little 
more than a lock-up house, but upon a more extensive scale than 
many, having an open yard, to which the prisoners have access 
in the day-time. 



DONCASTER. 
Common Gaol, 



Sept. 1823. 

No alteration in the construction of the borough prison in 
Don caster has taken place within the last twelve months. There 
are two day-rooms and two upper rooms, each of them 13 J feet, 
besides which there are no other day or night-cells : the airing- 

* For the rate of labour imposed on the male and female prisoners, ibose 
for bard labour and before trial, see the Table of Tread-mill labour ; by which 
it will appear that the untried prisoners at this hoase of correction have to 
perform a heai^er rate of labour than is enforced at many other prisons on 
criminals sentence to hard labour. 
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yard is 11 yards by 6, in which there isr a pump of spring water: 
there is no other court for the prisoners to walk in. As there is a 
court of record for the recovery of debts to any amount contracted 
within the borough, debtors of all kinds are committed to this 
prison : from what has been just stated it will be evident that 
the debtors, felons, and misdemeanants^ are obliged to be to- 
gether in the same yard. The greatest number of prisoners at 
one time in this borough gaol, is at the period of the West Riding 
Christmas sessions, when they are brought from Wakefield to 
take their trials 3 * the average number at such time is about 60 
for one or two nights : the average number of prisoners at other 
times in the gaol (committed to take their trials at the borough 
sessions) is usually from three to four; and when convicted, they 
are sent to Wakefield house of correction, or to York castle, to 
be confined there as the court directs. There is no chapel in the 
prison, nor any employment for the prisoners. The allowance for 
each prisoner is sixpence per day, which ifi paid to them every 
morning. Blankets and bedding and good fires are supplied. 
Irons are seldom used, except when a prisoner is suspected of 
making an attempt to escape. The prison is very insecure, but 
no one has escaped for some time. Whenever any desperate cha- 
racters are apprehended, they are sent to Wakefield^ as a place 
of greater safety, until the borough sessions. 



YORK. 
City Bridewell. 



Aug. 1823. 
The plan of this small prison is excellent \ it is upon the ra- 
diating form ; from the govenior's room the Surrounding yards 
are completely inspected, and the prisoners* wards are readily ac- 
cessible. There were at the time of this visit twenty prisoners 
in custody, of whom seventeen were men 5 thirty has been the 
highest number in the prison at one time. The food consists of 
a pound and a half of good bread per day. Several kinds of 
handicraft work are followed up in this bridewell, viz. horn comb 
making, dressing and spinning flax, making netting for fruit- 

* No alteration has taken place (Sept. 1823} in the manner of conveying 
prisoners for trial, to the seveitil places where the adjourned sessions are 
held in this Riding. The mode adopted ^as very particularly detailed in the 
Appendix of the Report of last year (page 70.) The subject is again noticed, 
under the hope that it may not fail to excite that serious attention which tiie 
ignominious treatment of an untried person urgently requires. The mode 
adopted by the magistrates of Somerset, described at page 95, deserves, 
imitation. 
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trees^ &c. ; tailors and shoemakers are also encouraged to \^ork 
at their trades. A tread-mill is about to be erected. There are 
three dark solitary cells for refractory prisoners 3 they are quite 
secluded^ and although perfectly dark^ are ventilated by means 
of an aperture in the wall, which is traversed by an iron plate, so 
placed as to admit air, but to prevent the passage of light. A case 
occurred where a very refractory and ungovernable prisoner was 
shut up as long as ten days in one of these cells, without allow- 
ing him to come out during that period 5 at the end of which he 
was quite orderly, and afterwards continued submissive. Divine 
service is performed every alternate Sunday, and prayers are 
read every Tuesday : two ladies visit the prison. 



WALES. 



BRECKNOCKSHIRE. 
Brecon County Gaol, 

Nov. 1823 
A TREAi>-wHEEL has bccu rcccutly introduced. The house of 
correction is under the same roof with the gaol, and under the 
superintendence of the same keeper. The town gaol is about to 
be removed to a more convenient situation. There are five 
classes, including debtors. Divine service is performed weekly, 
and Bibles and prayer-books are fiirnislied to those who can read. 
Two persons only have been recommitted during the last 
three years 3 one for vagrancy, and one for an assault. No irons 
are at present used. 

The number of criminals committed to the gaol and house 
of correction in 

1821 were 49 Prisoners. 

1822 58 ditto. 

1823 50 ditto. 



< 



CARNARVONSHIRE. 
Carnarvon Home of Correction. 

Nov. 1823. 
A SMALL tread-mill has been recently erected for the employ- 
ment of the prisoners 3 it contains two wheels, the larger capa- 
ble of holding eight persons, the smaller four. There has not. 
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hffwev&c, beea piore than three pfisooers in the gaol subjectto 
the punishmeni of the ;tvf^-wheel since its erection. 

The prisoners are. M. present allowjcd fpur^pence per day each^ 
to find theniselyes in prolfisions. 



GLAMORGANSHIRE. 
Cardiff GaoL 

Nov. 1823. 

Tub prisoners are divided into three classes 5 two yards for 
male and one for female felons and misdemeanants of aU desaip- 
tions : the debtors of both sexes have but one yard. In 1821 the 
total number committed was 55$ in 1822^ 7^', this increase 
arises from many prostitutes from the town of Cardiff having 
been frequently committed under the vagrant Act. The chaplain 
performs divine service^ and preaches once on Sundays ; he also 
reads morning prayers on Thursdays^ and distributes books 
among the prisoners. The average ratio of recommittals is 
about four per cent. The rules are the same as those at Glou- 
cester gaol. 



Cowbridge House of Correction. 

iVotf,lB23. 
There is no further classification in this prison than the sepa- 
ration of the male horn the female prisoners. The number of 
commitments in 1822 was 100$ in 1823 109^ of vdiom fourteen 
were in the prison before ; the number has somewhat diminished 
since the introduction of hard labour -, the heaviest proporticm of 
recommittals is that of prostitutes. The labour consists of 
breaking stones for the roads; the profits are divided among 
the prisoners on their dischai^, according to their deserts. The 
governor is in the practice of reading to the prisoners prayers 
and sermons on Sundays. 
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SUPPLEMENT. 



HEREFORD. 
County GaoL 

Nov. 1823. 

Since the Fourth Report of the Committee of the Society 
for the Improvement of Prison Discipline, published last year, 
page 24, a second corn-mill has been erected, larger than the 
first, but neither of them are upon the tread-miU plan. The 
prisoners committed for hard labour work at these mills one hour 
without stopping, and are employed each alternate hour in 
separate cells at labour less severe: the work at the mill is 
laborious, but healthy. 

Irons are not used in the prison, accept as a punishment for 
any serious offence. 

The prisoners are divided into ten different classes 5 and there 
are schools, which are attended daily, under the direction of the 
chaplain. Each prisoner has a small number upon his right arm, 
so that any magistrate, on going over the prison with a calendar 
in his hand, may, by comparing the number with the same in 
the calendar, see his name, age, and nature of his offence, and 
likewise if he is ih a proper dass, and put to labour agreeable to 
his sentence. The great advantage arising from this is, that a 
magistrate, can make himself acquainted with each particular case, 
without asking the keeper any questions before the prisoners. 
All prisoners before trial wear.ft plain neat clean dress^ provided by 
the county j^ tiiose committed for misdemeanors the same ; but 
kll prisoniers convicted at the assizes or general quarter sessions 
wear the gaol uniform. 

Rules have been made out for the goyenupient of this prison, 
by a Comroiittee ol magistrates, appointed at the general quarter 
sessions, and appiroved by the court, and ordered to be submitted 
to his Majestjr'd Judges of assize for their approbation^ which 
has been done. 

The number of prisoners committed in the year 1822, was 
107 to the gaol, and 133 to the house of correction, which is a 
diminution in the comdnitments of the preceding year of 81. 



* See 4 Geo. 4. c. 64. sect. x. role 17. 
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In the gaol of the city of Hereford considerable alterations 
have been made within the last year, by which the keeper is 
enabled to keep the prisoners of different sexes distinct, and also 
to place persons charged with smaller offences in separate apart- 
ments from those committed for, or convicted of felony. A site 
has also been contracted for, where eight new cells, with proper 
yards, are to be placed, whereby a more complete classification 
of the prisoners may be effected. 



EDINBURGH. 
Lock-up House. 



Aug. 1825. 

This place of detention contains eight cells, four on each 
floor: two of these cells are 16 feet by 14} four are 8 feet by 6j 
and two are 14 feet by 11 : these cells comprise the whole ac- 
commodation. In May of this year there were sixty-three 
prisoners in confinement in this prison. There are no day- 
rooms, no yards for exercise, no privy. At that time the sixty- 
three prisoners were thus placed : twelve in each of the large 
cells, and four in the smaller ones. Prisoners are never in cus- 
tody for a longer period than sixty days. To this prison are 
sent police cases -, persons fined for disorderly conduct, and who 
are not able to pay the fine 3 deserters from the King's service; 
persons held to bail, if they cannot procure satisfactory bail, 
who are confined here for sixty days prior to being sent to 
bridewell} and all persons under charges of felony, both from 
the city and county, whilst under examination^ and before they 
are committed. There is no employment. Smoking is allowed 
in the prison. The surgeon attends whenever required so to do. 
The chaplain does not attend on the Sunday to perform divine 
service, but some benevolent person generally reads to them} 
and I would remark in particular, that the same clergyaian, who 
is a most exemplary and devoted man^ is chaplain to aU the 
prisons in Edinburgh^ and to some of the hospitals. 

A building has been recently purchased by the magistraites, 
iot the purpose of affording some extra accommodation. 
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Reports on tread-mill labour. 



JDlETARtES in use with the Tread-mill Labour ^ and 
Observations on the Health of Prisoners thus employed, 
with other details respecting the Management of Tread- 
mills, 

N, B. For the particulars of labour at each Prison in succession, 
also for the date of each return, 8{c, see the Table, 



BEDFORD. County House of Correction.— Dietary. One 
pound fourteen ounces of good bread per day, with a quart, 
of soup on the six wot'king days. This soup c6sts the 
county about a penny to three halfpence a quart. 

The health of the pnfioners, so far from being injured by 
tread-mill labour^ is benefited by its regular and wholesome 
exercise. 

No female has ever been employed at the tread- mill in 
Bedfordshire, nor is such discipline contemplated. 



Wheil the prison is full, the tread-wheels are manned with 
their full complement of twenty-four men, to whom a relay of 
twelve men is appointed, being in the proportion of 2-3rds on 
the wheel, and l-3rd off. But when the number of prisoners to 
be employed at the mill is diminished, by which the velocity of 
the wheels id also lessened, the proportion of working and rest- 
ing men is judiciously altered. Thus, on a reduction of prisoners, 
the smallest number employed to work the wheels is reported to 
be ten men> to whom a relay df only two is appointed, being in 
the proportion of 5-6ths on the wheels $ this short number is 
found to lower the velocity of the wheels to 40 steps per minute. 
In this case, the proportion being 5-6th8 on, the amount 
of individual labour in a day of eight hours will be found to 
be 10,200 feet) while, in the former instance, when the pro- 
portion of working men was 2-3rds on, the amount as represented 
in the table is 9600 feet, being a difference of only 600 feet. 
Thus the rate of labour, notwitl^tanding the altered state of the 
prison as to numbers, is^ rendered tolerably uniform. 



ISO RBPORT ON TRBAD-MILL8. 

BEDFORD. Old House of Correction.— DiKTARY. Twopoonds 
of bread (of second flour) every morning, and a quart of 
6oi;qp at dinner, daily. 

The rate of labour at this wheel is subject to much irr^u- 
larity, in consequence of the variable velocity given by different 
numbers of men upon it, and which is not guarded against by a 
fly-regulator, 

l^us the velocity Is fbund to vary from 90 to even 60 8te[>s 
per minute j la the latter case it will be necessary to adopt a 
corresponding change in the proportions of men of the class to 
be on the wheel, so as to allow of an increased number of relays, 
as described in the preceding account. The nearer the velocity 
can be brought to 48 stepB, by a regulator, the better. 



BERKS -z Rbading. County Gaol, — ^Dietary. One pound and 
a half of bread and a pound of bacon every other day. 

The compartments or rooms, containing the tread-wheels, 
although furnished writh open vnndows and railed gates^ would 
be more effectually ventilated by having vent-holes or windows 
as near to the oeitings as can be contrived^ by which means the 
warm air and exhalatioas (which naturally ascend) would more 
^readily escape. 



CAMBRIDGESHIRE : Cajibridge. County Gaol.— Dietary. 
Three pounds of bread and one pint of small beer. The 
ration is thus distributed 3— one pound of bread for break- 
&st 3 one pound of bread, with half a pint of beer^ for dinner 3 
one pound of bread, wi^ half a pint of beer^ for supper. 

This mill has been in operation one whole year : when it was 
first erected 56 men were placed at woik ; since that time the 
number has been gradually decreasing, and thare are now obIj 
18.prisoners available for this purpose. The tread-wfaeek a;re, 
however, constantly kq>t at work, notwithstanding the reduced 
numb^ of prisoners, as the miller regulates tliS quantity of 
labour to be performed accordingly. 

It will b^ observed by the Table, that the dcsgree of labour at 
this mill varies from 890p feet in wmter, to 12,7% foet in 
summer : the governor statues, that the amount apgeaae to be 
well calculated for the purpose, and is not attended with any 
injurious effects He has now and then remarked a weak maq 
unable to perform a day's work> and in such cases he has been 
worked only half a day. 



RBPOKT OK TRCAD-MILLS. -Idl 

- The diffarenoe in tUe lunoant ot a Ha.'fa vraik is flwnmer aai 
in winter, at this miU^ is very consider^le. A greater u nifctroity 
in the amount c^ the indlvidiMl Mumr for the year, M^M with 
propriety and ftdlity be iidapted, and tbe'sobject datau ^xnaider- 
ation. By adopting a heaTier proportion of a daM on thewbeel 
in winter, and a lighter one In summer, the ot^«Ct woul^ be 
very nearly accomplished, without any ctwnge in the vebxitj 
of the wheels. 

The prisoners are not allowed to spetdi wtule oh the ^}iee^ 
A small window Is placed on each side of the ybeel-rowr 
having a shutter to it, y moving which the miQer' can ^vieflf 
inspect the men on the wneeT; they arfe.liestdea, under inspecj^O 
from the govemor'a house. 



CHESHIRE: jEtmiTaroKD. Countg Home t^ CorrtttUim^--' 
DiKT^ar- One pound of bread ; fimr ounces of meal mada 
into fmiel, with half an ounce, of salt and a potud and a 
half (^ potatoes pu day ; half a pound of beef twice a weqk^ 
viz. on Sundays and, Wednesdays. 

The Surgeon to the prison certifies as follows ; — 
" This is to certify, that from the experience I hsve had of 
the tread-wheel in this prison, I consider it conducive to the 
general health of the prisoners; nor have I fciund its employ- 
ment productive of any local affection whatever In the lower 
extremities. (8igued]| " ij>iai Vonn, Swgetn." 

The govemgr states that it hflj already .pr«red a, Kcans of 
deterring some of his prison»fi from retiuwag a aecond:and a 
third time to prison. 

The he^t of the step is given at 8| inchea : which, if cor- 
rectly measured, is three-quarters of an inch greater than the 
general bdght of the tread steps. This should be taken into 
ODualderation in re^nlatin^ the amount of labour to be imposed, 
rioce the dUftrence occasioned in the comparatwe rale {in the 6th 
column oftheTable]t is 1000 feet more per day than would be 
the case if the Stc^l^ been eight inches only, and 730 feet 
per day more in tlie actual amount in summer (vide the loth 
column,) As themlQ was not completed laat winter, the hours 
of li^ur for that sriMOn hove not yet been fixed. Core should. 
also, for Hk scaat'Msoa, be taken, that the velocity of the| 
wheel does noti Ibr want of work, exceed the rate stated, yiz. 
48 steps i at sil. events the velocity should be strictly noticed ; 
a fly- regulator wouM also be a very useful addition. 



IM IIB9QRT OK TRXAD-MILLS. 

CORNWALltf : Bodmin. OnttUy i?ooZ.— Dibtabt. Two poattds 
of'bready composed of wluBai a«d barley flotur^ in equal 
parte; twdve oimoes of meat on Sundays, and nxpence per 
wedL to ipiirchaae vegetables, milk, &c. No extra Ibod is 
allowed to those emi^yed at 4he mill. 

This wheel has been in use eight mon^s, and has had a good 
effect on many prisoners who hacve worked at it three months. 
It has not produced any injurious effiects on the health or limbs 
of any prisoner ; neither has any one been recommitted who 
has wonced on it; but bdfore ito erection many persons for 
bastardy cases, and vagrante, were recommitted, in some cases, 
three or four times. 

The motion of this tread-wheel is regulated by friction only — 
a very imcertain method. The wheel is made of wood, and 
from its rough manufacture, revolves very unsteadily. The 
6t^ are ISgh, viz. nine inches. The «ucceadhl experiment of 
a tread-wh^, even of this rude structure, will prolMtbly lead to 
the erection of a more complete set of wheels ; the power of 
which might be very advantageously applied to the mill ma- 
diinery, at present turned by l£e capstem : or the ingenuity of 
the governor may probably contrive some means of connecting 
the marble manufacture with the same power, by which the 
qperafionssof sawing and polishing might be performed. 



DEVON: ExBTBs. County House of Correction. — IhsTABT. 
Twenty-two ounces of the best wheaten bread per day; 
one pound six ounces of bacon, and half a p^k of potatoes 
per week. 

The prisoners who have worked at the tread-wheels have been 
remarloibly healthy : the governor states that he has met with 
but one accident ; a man foil off the wheel in a fit, but, on in-, 
quiiy, it was found that he had heen subject to fits for many 
years ; a drcumstance not known on his admission, or he would 
not have l)een put to the tread-wheel labour. A Ikbility to the 
same occurrence existed with the former kinds of hard labour 
carried 6n in this prison, which have been particularly described 
in the Appendix to the Society's Tlurd Report. 

The treiiid-wheels are erected in open sheds, at the end of the 
yards, which radiate from the governor's house ; they are there-, 
fore under hb inspection, and they have no want whatever of 
ventilation. 

When the tread-wheels have been in full K^ork (which has 



not ahraye been ttie ease), the number of pHtfonei^ li ibund- tp 
hskre decreased. Becently> the supply of com has be»i sladi^ 
which made it necessary, in the present state of the iociaehinery, 
to reduce the number of prisoners on the wheds : this occa- 
sioned an alteration in th«. proportion of woiiung and resting 
men, and of course affected the rate of labour to each mai»j 
since which it has happened that several prisoners who have 
lately been discharged, have been recommitted. A fly-r^^ulator 
is however to be ordered, at the approaching sessions. 

The wheel grinds com at two-pence per bushel, whidi barely 
pays the prisoners a halQ)enny per day 5 this they receive by 
order of the magistrates, at thdr discha^, so that the county 
receives no profit from the mill. 



£xsT£B» City Gaol and Bridewell, — ^Dibtart. Twenty-two 
ounces of good bread per day^ ten pounds of potatoes per 
week) and to those working at the mill sheeps-heads^ &c. 
are delivered in addition, once a week. 

The health of the prisoners employed at this machine is nol 
impaired. Only three females have ever been put to this work^ 
and they were very bad characters^ but since the 26th July nol 
any have been so employed. 

The power of this tread-mill is applied to beating hemp, by 
the usual mode of large wooden hammers. The velocity of the 
tread-wheels is restrained to 52 steps per minute, by means of a 
regulator. When the supply of hemp faUs short, the hammers 
are worked upon a smaU quantity of straw, in order to ke^ the 
tread-wheels in activity, without injury to the machinery. 

The governor states, that '* the prisoners who have been dis- 
charged since the mill has beai in use, have declared they will 
take care not to offend the laws again.^ 



DORSETSHIRB ; Doschestxr. County Gaol— Dietary. 
Three quarts of broth per day, with a pound and a half of 
bread ; the broth is made of grey peas and barley, dressed 
each alternate day with two legs or shins of beef stewed 
down in it^ and seasoned with pepper and salt. A slight 
alteration has recently been adopted, instead of the broth 
being allowed every day, grey peas soup is given one day, 
barley flour soup the second, and oatmeal soup the thivd 
day, and so on alternately. 

The tread-wheels are erected in sheds in the airing-yards ; 
two wheels are worked by men, and one by women, in thdr re- 
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^pMbayircb. Comis ■Mm in by jpriiwte ibttiSdleft^ mttdMers 
A.tlwilafitfii; but in oonsefnence of the kuimeroiis tbflls'iii t^s 
^ifiijlihnfoiiiood^ :the vopfHj is rather defident, a regtdalliig fi)r is 
^bawfo i e abo«k ;lo be added. The maddnerf fiteo iniiBeB tr^ter 
^ ihe lappif •f Ihe priaoo. A miller eondtaiitly att^ndi, and 
jfiwMri hi the aaAk^hoilae. 

Thiadeseiqitioii of pviMMi IfeiboDf oontbiies to prove benefielal 
la the heaUh of tkta^fcitoiien ao employed) iitdeed> ^ fin^urable 
to health is Hie «]|iev€iie teigarded^ thai cOtt^aleseeut prisoners 
hare, been ordered by the Buijgeoti oil the treid'-Wheel to work 
'^ short hours." 

Copies of <he orison regtiatilMis (liirhich it is Ofiuid to iee affixed 
to the walls in different parts of a prison) are here pasted fipon 
the inclined scre^ qf bomrds immedifttely before the faces of 
the men on the wheds. If there is any prospect of bdn^ able 
'to £nto' a person to read h^ the aid of ^machinery, and thus 
aopiewhat %> engege Vs atteistion^ the governor seems to have 
meideatally .hit upoti an elfeclual Itiethod : . whethar this plan 
can be turned to any further acoonnt, is atjaestion worthy 
pf his best consideration. The pnu^ce of emidoying the 
^tervals of relay in reafliing and writing,^ foUowfd up by the 
pri^ners at the tread-^miU in Bury gjs^ (described^t pi^ 147>> 
mus4 however, be regarded as an< in^ppovemeiit of manifest 
JUap<»tance, and deservii^ of general ad^tkm. 



DUBHAMr IhmHAif. County Gaol, — Dibtabt. Break&st 
every monung— one quart of oatmeal porri^e, made up 
with half a pint of milk -, the same ft>r supper every day. 
One pound of bread per d)ay. I>iiiners^---^imday8 and 
Thursdays, one quarter of a pound cKf dried &h, and one 
pound of potatoes. Mondays, Wednesdays, and Saturdays- 
one quart of oatmeal porridge. Tuesdays and Fridays — 
two red herrings and one pound of potatoes. When potatoes 
aiie not in season, a quarter of a pound of Hce ts delivere<^ 
In Hen of cadi poimd of potatoes. 

The vdocity of the tread-wheds is steadily maintained at 58 
steps per minute, by means of a regulating fly, unless it so 
happex^ that the complement of men on the whed is consider- 
ftbly reduced^ «-..-.«. 

As the rate of the wheel's reyolotion is very high^ and the 
proportion of working to resting men heavy, the time of labour 
per day is very pitoperly limited to seven hours. It is, however, 
reeomniended 4tet the proportion of men be altered from three- 



ibarths to two-tfalrdb for tbe summer only i ^vMohWoitd ralte tti^ 
ttnount <tf labour Tevy nearly uni^nrmin both seasons. A TiAodttf 
of 588tep8iieritiinHJle is very suitable for coM Weatli^ in #interj. 
but it must be considered as inducing father 106 great an eaer- 
tion for summer : it is probable that by a s%lil weiiratlon to the 
iy^ the engineer could contrive means for iDdttcfao^ the velocity^ 
when desirable, to 48 or 50 steps per minute. 1^ Inspectors 
are in constant attendance to watch the UMi at tiieir woric, btif 
the prisoners, on a late visit, t^ypenred to be for from being} qtdtfl 
mid orderly on the wheels. 



£SS£X : Chsi,.ic8Fobd. County: House of Correction. — JhtniM% 
One pound and three-quarters of good wheaten bread, oos 
^quart of beer, and two ounces of cheese per day. 

The vdocity of the tread-wheds is regulated by no other 
means than as the millstones are supplied with com ; the con- 
sequence is, that tlie rate of revolution varies from 33 to 4^^ 
steps per minute. 

ITie health of the prisoners continues to be benefited by the 
labour \ no mstances to the contrary are known to have occurred. 

The surgeon states that no inconvenienoe has arisen from the 
use of the tread-miUj but that it i» rather conducive to health 
than otherwise. 

The proportion of woridng to resting men never varies unless 
there is not a sufficient number committed to hard labour) in 
such case the proportion is kqpt to as near as possible. The 
rate of motion is regulated by a fly j but 32 steps per minute 
mifght be increased with advantage, especially in winter. 



GLOUCESTfiRSHIBS : Glouobstse. County PemtenHar^— 
DiBTABT. Each prisoner is allowed one pound saoA a half 
of the best bread per day i and at breakfost, one ounce and 
a half of oatmeal, with one quarter of an ounce of salt,, 
made into gniel, with led&s or other vegetables in season. 
For dinner, on Mondays and Fridays, wree quarters of a 
pint of peas, made into soup, with legs and shins of beef, 
seasoned with one qiiarter of an otmce of salt, some p^(i[ier 
and ginger 5 on the other five days of the week each prisoner 
has ror diimer two pounds and a half of potatoes and one 
quarter of an ounce of salt. 

The following is the report of the Surgeon to the magistrates 
at Easter sessions, 1B23 : — " It is now near three months since 
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tl^tiead-min has been in vse ; and Mr. Wflton has paid ooo-' 
sid«rable atteation to its effects on the prisoners employed upon 
ity but in no one instance has he been able to diseov^ the 
slightest inconvenience produced. No prisoner is in hospital, 
nor has there been for some time.'* 

At Trinity sessions, 1823, he again reports as follows: — 
'^ Mr. Wilton has again much pleasure in stating to the magis- 
trates the healthy state of the different classes of prisoners. It 
is true that many of the Penitentiary prisoners have repeatedly 
complained -, but the very great majority of those complaijits 
were full of deception, for the purpose of escaping the work on 
the tread-mill ; the labour of which, as Mr. Wilton remarked in 
his r^wrt of the 8th of April last, has not in any instance^ as he 
is aware of, produced any one inconvenience : and the prisoners 
have been, ever since its erection^ more healthy than at any 
former period that Mr. Wilton can call to his recollection.** 



Hie amount of labour, 16,170 feet per day, inserted in the 
table of the *' Description of the Tread-Mill," page 91, has not 
been realized this summer : the proportion of men at the wheels 
has been reduced from 32 on and 7 off (=:16-19ths on) to S6 
on and 24 off (3-5ths on 3) the duration of labour in summer 
has also been lessened from ten to nine hours in the day. Thus, 
instead of the jnisoners being worked at the r&te of 16,170 feet 
of ascent in the ensuing summer, as intended by the former re- 
turns, they have only performed an amoimt of 10,360 feet per day. 

To prevent conversation among the prisoners on the wheel, 
partitioning boards have been fixed up, by which that object is 
effectually secured 3 but there is less facility for the chains of 
relays in consequence 3 and the labour appears less easy, the 
body not being able to vibrate under the exertion, and by which 
a greater freedom is afforded to the movements of the limbs. 

No one who has been employed at this miU, and discharged, 
has as yet returned to the prison : further experience, however, 
must be looked for, before any thing can be said decidedly on 
the efficacy of this kind of labour in diminishing offences. 



-~i.. 



HoRSLEY. County House of Corrcclion.— Dietary. One pound 
and a half of bread, one quart of water gruel, for breakfast, 
and one pound and a half of potatoes for dinner. 

In reply to the inquiry respecting the prisoners' health under 
this labour, the governor states — *' No men are more healthy, 
and notliing whatever has happened either to injure their health, 
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or (o be daugerooH to their penoiu, rince the mill has been at 
work." This tread-mill has no regulator. 

'Prova the few committals lately, it may be inferred that the 
dread of the tread-mill operates strongly upon the minds of 
deUnquents. 

HAMPSHIRE : WiNCHBaraR. Coa«(y Howe of CorrectioH.— 
DiETABT. One pound and a half of bread, and one pint of 
grael per day, and on Sundays three quartera of a pound of 
mutton. 

This dietary has probably been in use some time preoioiu to 
the introduction of the tr^-mill j a comparison with other 
dietaries will suggest whether it may not be advis^le to increase 
the allowance to the prisoners employed at this kind of hard 
labour. 

The large corn-mill at this prison ia constructed to be worked 
by two tread-wheels and two capsteros; at the former, two 
gangs of 12 men work, and at the latter from 16 to SO men 
each ; so that escluaive of relays, 56 prisoaers may be set to 
woric at one time. Tite capatems drive two pur of stones, and 
tJie tread- wheels, with a less number of men, drive also two pur 
of stones as well as a dressing machine. 

On inquiring of the attending officer which mode was pre- 
ferred by the prisoners, he immediately replied, " the capsteiii j" 
assigning as a reason, that the men find they can rid themsdves 
of tneir work, by shifling their own share at times, which it may 
be readily imagined woidd be the case. 

The screen of boards m front of the prisoners appears rather 
too upright to allow of an easy forward movement of the men's 
knees in the act of treading ; this circumstance obliges them 
to tread sidewbe, by which much room on the wheel is lost; 
this is a fault which should be guarded against by engineers. 
The wheels are erected in sheds, and have every advantage of 
iree air in consequence. 



NxwPOBT, IsLK or WioHT. Houte of Correction. — Diktabt. 
One pound and a half of bread daily} meat on Sundays, 
with soup, which soup b retained till the Monday. 

The health of the prisoners employed at this labour is good, 
and is Itcoeflted rather than otherwise ; the surgeon attends daily. 
There was one instance of a man, wiio through carelessness 
in getting off the wheel, slipped and sprained his leg. There 
have been instances of prisoners who, through obstinacy, ^''O'U'M^ 



-/ 
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not hfM Mm mil^ and wbe ifvoooseqiieiiee feli 6g, bill ^MkNit 

sustafaiing any injury. 

Offisnoea hare moBl naterialiy dimitiished aftioe the^ tnadv 
wheel has been established, and the effect m the preventnn of 
crune has been most sahitai^. 

The velocity of this tread-wheel is TenrhighyVix. 80 slept per 
minute : it is a rate which must occasion considerable 6l%ue, 
when maintained so long as ten or fifteen minutes together. 
The revolutions of me tread are r^^nlated by a breakrWhed, 
which allows any number of men, m>m one to nine, to work 
the whed. It would be desihAde id increate the efedt of this 
regulator, in order to lessen a vate of labour, yiAdA is at pre- 
'dent very heavy. 



HfiRl*S : HsBTFoiiD. County House of CorrecHonj'^jymAxt. 
Two pounds of bread, of the best quality, pei^ day. 



St. AjuBANft. CkiUnttf House of Correction. — ^Dibtabt, A pound and 
a half of the best wheaten bread only per dav« except when 
the magistitttes and the medical attendant direct that any 
thing extraordinary shall be provided. 

The health of the piisoners is, in the opinion df the governor, 
improved instead of bein^ impaired. Females work, but no 
difference is made in their labour, excepting with tiiose that are 
not strong or powerftd, who work only half the time. The 
mill is applied to pumping water into a large public tank, for 
the use of the town. 



LANCASHIRE : Lancaster Castle. County 6ao{.— Distart. 
One quart of oatmeal porridge morning and evening; one 
pound of wheaten bread per day ; one pound and a half of 
potatoes daily; a quarter of a pound of cheese weekly; 
a quarter of a pound of salt weekly 3 on Mondays, one qdart 
of broth; one pint of stew on Fridays ; the same on Satur- 
days ; and on Sundhys, half a pound of boiled beef, without 
bone. 

The governor states his opinion, in a published letter,* that 
''the employment is very healthy, and he has not observed 

* Lancaster Gazette, September 13th. 
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llMt this ipeeies of labonr has had the slighteBt tendency to 
{irodace any specific complaint.*' 

This small tread-ivhed^ holding only foar persons^ was erected 
by way of experimeht for punfNiig water. It is regulated by 
frictiony whidi occasions great d&culty in properly acQnsting 
the velocity to an uniform rata. To remedy this inconvenience^ 
a %^whsel has been ordered, which there is no. doubt will com* 
pletdy answer the purpose. But it is understood that a more 
comfriteJke set of tvead^wheels will be shortly erected, as the pre-* 
isent exfierhnelit iias giv^i so much encouragement ; and the 
power niAji prabahty be applied to loom machinery, cwr as a more 
certain objcet, to grindit^ com. 

Some |udidona observatkms have been made by the governor 
onthee&otof this labour upon the weight of the prisoners^ and 
it is only to be regretted that the disadvantages with which he 
has had td oontend,— "in thfe smaUness of the wheel, — tlie great 
difficulty <jf t^ulatii^ its velocity, — and Its confined situation, 
should hcv« rendered his ^sEperiments hitherto imperfect: the 
following is an abstract. 

A party of prisoners were set to work on the 10th of Fe- 
bruary, having been previously weighed : they lived on the usual 
^etary: the particnkurs of their mode of working the tread- 
wheel not bemg mentioned, the measure or amount of each 
man's labour cannot, in this instance, be distinctly stated: 
the number of woridng hours during the period varied fix>m 
seven hours tj ten hours and a half per day. On the $5th of 
May they were fbund, after some slight intermediate fluctuations 
of wdght, to be within four ounces only of then* original weight. 

The succeeding experiment can however be stated more 
explicitly. On ths 26th of May, a gang of nine men were 
severally weighed : the same dietary was allowed : they com* 
menced woiking ten hours per day, in the proportion of 
one-third of the set on the wheel, and with a velocity of about 
60 steps 8 inch, per minute, making an amount of individual 
labour nearly 8000 feet ascent per day.* On being weighed 
again (hi the 16th of June, they were found to have lost 9 lb. 7oz. 
on an average eadi man. The nmnber of working hours per 
day was then reduced to nine, which diminishes the amount of 
individual labour to 7^200 foet per day: the men were again 
weighed on thd 96th of June, one week after, ^hen they were 
fytmd to have lost nine ounces more on an average each man. 



* If the tread-wlieel had been fiinushed with a regulator and a dial regis- 
ter (represented page 168), the amount could have been given nith the greatest 
accuracy. 
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ndiddiig altogether a loss of three pounds per head for tiie whole 
month ; whereas m the first etperiment the loss for a period of 
three and a half months was only fom* ounces. 

These experiments are valuable, and well worthy the atten- 
tion of those concerned in the management of the.tread-miU. 
It is very remarkahle to find/ that the rates of individual labour 
(8000 foety and 7^00 feet) in the above instances, should be so 
very iar short of what is performed at other prisons^ (vide Table.) 
It may probably be accounted for by a circupostance which deserves 
particular notice — ^the confined situation in which the tread-wheel 
at this prison is erected, and the consequent exhaustion fi!om 
profuse perspiration, as the warm weather came on. This in- 
convenience is now remedied, by the pulling down of the fit>nt 
wall of the room, and placing iron pillars instead^ to support the 
building, by which means a free circulation of air is adSnitted. 

A letter has been received from the govonor, since the above 
was sent to the press, which he politely allows the Committee 
to make public use of, from whidi the following extracts are 
given, as presenting some very important observations on the 
management of the tread-miU : — 

Lancaster Castle, 17 th November, 18S3. 

'' I was duly in receipt of your letter of 12th ult. and have de- 
layed replying thereto until I had seen the eftct produced by 
the new r^ulator-fiin on our tread-whed. 

'' I am now happy to say, we have overcome the ^fiffioulties 
we at first experienced. The motion of the wheel is uniform and 
regulal*, making two revolutions per minute of 24 steps^ eight 
inches $ six on the wheel, two as relay — 11,520 feet of ascent 
per day of eight hours. 

" I have no hesitation in saying, that the very confined 
situation of the whed (before the front of the room was taken 
out, and supported on iron pillars) added to the very irregular 
rate, produced Hhe effect stated in my letter of Slst July, and to 
these causes may very fidrly be attributed the exhaustion ocoa- 
sioned by excessive perspiration. 

'' I regret exceedingly that we had not a fen-r^ulator in the 
first instance : had we been ^provided with one, I feel satisfied 
our experiments would not have dififersd so materially fix)m 
others. I have not been able to follow up my experiments on 
the weight of the men, in consequence of our having only re- 
cently finished our new machinery. I am now about to resume 
them, and shall be happy to communicate the result, as soon as 
I am able, to your Society. As far as the short experience I have 
had, since the wheel was properly regulated, ynH aUow me to 
judge, I am inclined to think that 1^,000 ftet of accent is a siif- 
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ficSenI quantity of labour fbr a day 5 and if carsied much beyond 
the limit, its pernicious effect will soon be demonstrated, parti- 
cularly in the health of those who have been some time in 
prison. . 

*' Before I conclude this letter, you will, I trust, pardon my 
expressing a hope that your Committee will 8troil|gly urge the 
propriety — ^^nay, the absolute necessity, of every tread-wheel 
having a proper fan-regulator affixed to it, otherwise I am sure 
the same error will be fiJlen into that we have experienced, and 
this excellent mode o( prison discipline, without such a means 
of regulating the rate, might become, in the hands of some, an 
engine of terrible oppression. I am, &c. &c. 

(Signed) " Tho. H. Higgin." 



LINCOLNSHIRE : Kibton and Skibbeck. County Bridewell.— 
DiBTABY, Sixpence per day allowed each prisoner. 

Thd governor states, in r^ly to an inquiry respecting the 
health of the prisoners, that he has not observed any alteration 
in that respect. _. 

The custom of dieting prisoners by an allowance in money, 
at all times objectionable, is still more to be regretted, as it 
applies to those employed at tread-wheel labour. When the 
laying out of a money-allowance is thus left to the choice of 
prisoners, there is much uncertainty whether they will expend 
ft in the purchase of the most nutritious food, which the labour 
they undergo, day after da^, requires. It it hoped that this 
subject will claim early attention ; and that it will be determined 
that a certain ration of good food be ordered to be furmshed 
daily to each prisoner. 

The height iji the stqis, eleven inches, if strictly accurate, 
renders it a formidable tread-wheel. It appears that the pri- 
soners are thus employed only three hours in the morning, and 
three hours in the afternoon : a height of eight inches would, 
however, be hr more proper and safe. One female has Worked 
lllis wheel alone. 



Louth. County Bridewell, —--DimTARY, Breakfast— one pint 
of milk, and the same fbr supper, daily. Dinnar — Sun- 
days, eight ounces of pudding made of shelled barley, 
and baked, with eight ounces of meat and one pound of 
potatoes. Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, one pint of 
broth and one pint of potatoes. Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
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due ouiiee0 of vaaBt, one pinl o£ broth, ^d one |^[Mfttd of 
potatoes. SatordoySi one pint of peas-soup, with mmti eat 
in pieces, and 6ne pound of potatoes. 

The goremor states, in reply to an inquiry respec^^ the 
prisoners* he^tii, that he has-lmd no complaint l^m any pr&oner 
of his health being impaired by the labour of the tr^-mill 
during the last two years. 



MIDDLESEX: Coldsath-fiblds. House of CqrredUm.'^ 

DiETABT. Three days in the week, six ounces of boQed 

meat, one pint of gruel, and one pound and a quarter of 

the best bread. Other three days in the week, one pint of 

gruel, one pint of soup made from the boiled meat of the 

preceding day, with one pound and a quarter ofhest bread. 

The remaining d^y^ a quart of grod, with a pound and a 

quarter of best bread. 

This dietary has been increased from one poupd lu^. a half'of 

bread, one pint of gruel per day, with half a pound of beef on 

Sundays. 

The wheels are very eommodiously erected on elevated covered 
stages in the yards, which are accessible by apabr (^sUf^ at the 
end of the stage; they form a convenient sh^ to i^e airiag-r 
yard, in case of rain. A turnkey is in attendaQce Vfi o^fdi yard 3 
the females are under the eye of female officers. 

The application of the power derived from the Ubour of up^.. 
wards of SOO prisoners to more useful purpose, a9;^m9 all ti^t. in^ 
requisite to complete the machine a^ a tread-miU. It ie .9ti9 
expended in turning a fly-regulatorf the rate of revolution, viz . 
44 steps, is uniformly observed. 

In the arrangement of this machinery the shafts of the ^g^i 
tread-wheds are described by the engineer to be conm^pted to- 
gether by means of '^ coupling" boxes of cast*iron» which e^do^e 
Uie ends of two contiguous ehaf^ : these boxes are contriv^ ito 
be rather weaker than the shafts, that in case any ^dden st^ 
page should occur with the machinery, or any degree of improper 
force be unequally applied, these boxes may be th^e first to gi|« 
waey, and by these means prevent any serious derangement oftbe 
maidiinery. Four acddents of this kind have occurred,* these 
accidents occasioned a stof^age of the oontigaous tread-wheds, 
the shafts of whidi being liberated, naturally 1^ dowi^ the men 
on the wheds to the floor, a distance of fimr feet. No entries 
' - - . - - - - ....-■ — , 

• The date of theae occurrences are October 11, No\'ember 17, December 
21, 1822 ; also on Mav 6, 1823. 
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^oconr of any Jti|iiry to the prisdnas in consequence of thk ao- 
•cidekital drciunstanee. In a eommunieation, dated Nov. 96, 1823^ 
to the Chairman of the Committee, from W. Cnbitt^ the engineer^ 
on ihia subject^ he writes thus : ** You will be a Uttle surprised 
when I assure you, that with all the ^fearful machmery * and 
' dreadful accidents ' said to be constantly worknag and oc- 
curring at Coldbath-fields prison, I have never yet received one 
official communication on the subject, either from the Ma^s- 
trates or others. Had there been the least rodm for complaint 
with regard to the machinery, t should doubtless have heard of 
it a short time since, when I.settled with the county for planning 
the same machinery, which was long after these accidents^ and 
the time of all others the most likely to be found &ult with." 
He further states, the assertion in Sir J. C. H4ppesley*s recent 
publication, that the shafts have been broken, and that the wheels 
have an elastic motion backwards, by which the feet and toes of 
the men on that wheel are exposes! to be lacerated or cut off^ is 
wholly witbout foundation. 



City of London. Bridewell. — ^Djetaby. Three days in the 
week, one pound of bread forbreak&st. Dinner — half 
a pound of boiled meat, with half a pound of potatoes. 
Supper — one pint of soup. Four days in the week^ 
one pound and a half of bread for breakfast ; one pound 
and a half of boiled potatoes for dinner, and one pint of 
soup for supper. 

N. B.— No provisions are allowed to be brought in by the 
prisoners* friends, or from any other quarter, except in cases of 
sickness, under the orders c^ the surgeon. 

The rate of labour at this tread-mill is very low, chiefly in 
consequence of the slow revolution of the wheels, which is at 
present onlv SO steps a mmiite. These tread«-wheels hwre been 
made only rour feet in diameter, and which 10 to be regretted, inas- 
much as it fiimii^s less mecha^iical advantage, and eoiisequehtly, 
renders the movement of the wheels by ao means so steady as 
would have been the case had they been of a larger diameter. 
There are at {Present only six tread-wheek at work ; the wbole,. 
when complete, will comprehend twdve wheels of different'; 
capacities, to employ at one time about 80 prisoners, malq and 
female. The tread-wheels are erected in airy compartments, or 
ceUs, arranged oln two or three stairs^ opposite to w|iich are. the 
prisoners* night-cells, with a passage or gallery intervening, in 
which the officers are on the watch. The power is applied to 
grinding com. 
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NORFOIjK r Wtmondbam. Bncteifeii.—DrBTAKt. Three pounds 
<rf brown Of two pounds of white bread to eadi prisoiiar per 
day^ given out mornings noon^ and evemng^ with the' 
following additions : — On Sundays^ a quart of sonp^ made 
of shins, &c. called Hanway's soup. On Mondays and 
Thursdays, one quart of peas-soup. 

The governor states that he cannot find that any Injury has 
occurred to the men fi^m tliis kind of labour since its com- 
mencement last vnnter. The amount of individual labour it will 
be observed is light, in consequence of working the prisoners 
in two sets per day, which reduces the amount to one-half. 

The tread-wheel is erected in an arched recess open to the south ; 
in summer, the heat of the sun is often oppressive ; some aperture 
in the roof of this recess seems necessary for further ventilation. 
The power is applied to the driving of one pair of mill-stohes 
and a small dressing machine ; the addition of another tread- 
wheel would give a greater scope for regulating the rate and 
effect of the machinery, which is conveniently placed for any 
addition of the kind. Tlie cost of this mill was j£420. It has 
superseded one on the capstern principle, which continued for a 
long time in use at this bridewell ; and was worked by twelve 
men, three at each shaflt. The governor stated, that instances 
occurred of the breasts of some of the men being resndfered quite 
sore, from the pressure of the shaft on this part of the body, 
notwithstandmg that the men were repeatedly told to use their 
hands. The tread-mill is therefore in good esteem at this 
prison, as a substitute for one which induced so much inequality 
of labour, as well as a partial pressure on the bodies of tiie 
prisoners. 



SwAFFHAM. County Bridewell, — Dietary. Two pounds and 
a half of bread, made of good household flour, and half a 
pound of cheese per week; the prisoners are also permitted 
to purchase a pint of milk per day : hot water and salt me 
also allowed them. 

The^vemor observes that a surprising difference has taken 
place with regard to the number of ofi^ces and committals 
since the erection of the tread-mill, and the number of recom- 
mittals has also very greatly decreased. The mill has been 
completed nearly twdhre months. The effect of this labour upon 
the health of the prisoners, is very beneficial. 
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NORTHUMBERLAND: Nbwcastlb. BrideweU.-^lhmTMAY 
Three^pence per diem each prisoner^ which he lays out 
to the best advantage^ principally in breads milk^ oatmeal^, 
potatoes^ salt^ herrings. 



The rate of revolution of this tread-wheel is sometimes very 
high^ viz. 87 steps of seven inches 3 the highest rate observed^ 
with the full number of eight men upon it^ is 15 revolutions in 
five mimtfes^ the diameter of the wheel being 5 feet 7 inches. 
With four women upon it^ the velocity of the wheel fiills to 44 
steps per minute. The changes of the relajrs are made every 
five minutes^ and according to the proportion of two-thirds on^ 
every man gets twenty minutes labour vnth ten minutes rest in 
the half hour. The hours of work are from nine to twelve 
o*clock in the forenoon^ and firom two to five o'clock in summer, 
in winter one hour less in the afternoon. 

In answer to an inquiry respecting the health of the prisoners 
thus employed, the governor states that it is evidently improved. 
Females are employed during the two hours that the men are at 
dinner, and resting, when there is a sufficient number in prison 
to turn the wheel. 

The power of the mill is applied to crushing oats, beans, and 
barley. 

A regulator to this tread-mill is highly necessary, in order that 
the variable velocity may be reduced to a more uniform and less 
hazardous rate of exertion. 

With regard to the mode of dieting these prisoners, the same 
observations must be brought forward (but with still greater 
urgency) as is expressed at page 141, under Kirton bridewell. 

Two persons only have returned to the prison on second com- 
mitments since the erection of the mill in January last ; and the 
keeper, judging from his books, is confident that at least three 
times the number would have been recommitted, but for the 
tread*mill. 



NOTTINGHAMSHIRE: Southwell. County House of Cor- 
reckon.— Dietary. A loaf of coarse wheaten bread, weigh- 
ing one pound and three quarters, per day; one pint of new 
milk every morning, one pint of oatmeal gruel at noon, 
and one petit of oatmeal gruel in the evening, with a quarter 
of an ounce of salt per day. 

No instance has occurred in which the health of the prisoners 
at the tread-wheel has not been benefitted. Upon this subject 
reference is made for further information to a letter about to 
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appemr in the' London Medical Joivnal for November^ coiftaimng 
the examinations of the prisonere as to their health, %Yith medical 
observations, by the surgeojn of this prison. 

On the subject of the effect of the tread-awheel a« a punish- 
ment, it is stated, that there bas been only one instance of a 
prisoner (a vagrant) returning a second time The machine has 
been at work about a year. 

It is to be regretted that the power of tliis tread-mill has not 
yet been applied to any useful purpose, being expended by a 
regulating fly, as at Coldbath-fields prison. 



STAFFORDSHIRE: Stafford. County GaoZ. — Dietary. 
Two pounds of bread daily, one quart of gruel for breakfast, 
one pound of potatoes for dinner, and one pint of gruel on 
•leaving work in the evening. 

This dietary has been increased, since the last spring, from one 
pound and three-quarters of bread, a quart of gruel for breakfast, 
and one pound of potatoes per day. 

With regard to the prisoners (who will appear by the table to 
receive rather a heavy portion of tread-mill labour), the governor 
observes, that their health has been generally goodj and no in- 
jury whatever has been sustained by working on the wheels ; 
that on their discharge they appear robust and in fiill health. 
Their nmnbers have decreased since the mill was erected. 



The duration of labour for the day has been maintained 
throughout the past summer at eleven hours and a half, viz. from 
half-past five o'clock in the morning until half-past six in the 
evening, exclusive of half an hour for breakfast and one hour 
for dinner 5 which gives, as represented in the lOth column of 
the Table, an amount of 16,000 feet of ascent, as the share 
of labour performed by the individual prisoner for the day in this 
season. In reply to several minute inquiries, as to the actual per- 
fiirmance of this high amount of labour throughout the smnmer, 
and with regard to its effects on the prisoners, the governor ob- 
serves, '' that in following up the system heretofore adopted of 
eleven and a half hom^ daily labour, for a whole week together, 
not the slightest injury occurred to any of the prisoners; neither 
did they appear exhausted, from the effects of the labour and 
heat combined : it must however be recollected, that it was far 
from a warm summer." But this high degree of labour is not 
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maintained by the same class of prisoners without some inter- 
mission in the cow^e of the week ; thus^ convicted felons and mis- 
demeanants arc set to work at the mill alternately, neither class 
working less time than one day, but generally a whole vreek, or 
five days together : other descriptions of prison labour (which 
have already been detailed at page 100) then occupy these dadses 
of prisoners in succession. This excellent system of prison 
labour cannot be too generally recommended. 

The difference at this prison between the summer and winter 
labour at the tread-mill deserves particular attention^ the 
amount in winter being only 9800 feet, that in summer 16,000 j 
the latter being at least 60 per cent, heavier than the former. 
It affords a strong instance of the necessity of equalising the 
degree of labour. 



gg«<^ 



SUFFOLK: Bury. County Gaol. — Dietary. One pound 
and three-quarters of bread made of second flour, and a 
quart of small beer per day j with one pound of Suffolk 
cheese per week; and three-quarters of a pound of meat for 
Sunday dinner. 

This dietary has been in use for some time : it would be im- 
proved by the addition of either good soup or gruel, articles 
of food very general in our prisons, and which recommend 
themselves, as containing a known quantity of excellent nutri- 
ment^ suited for every subject. 

The tread- wheels are erected at the extremity of the radiating 
yards j and the machinery is so contrived, that a very reduced 
number, even as low as ten men, may be kept to work. The 
supply of com brought in by bakers and others, is abundant -, 
sometimes it is even necessary to decline supplies. 

The duration of employment at the mill is in summer ten 
hours, which decreases, as the season advances, to seven hours in 
winter. The men work the tread- wheels in the proportion of 
two-thirds on and one-third off as relays 5 these intervals of rest 
are occupied by the prisoners in reading or writing. Small desks 
are fixed up against the fh)nt walls of the tread-wheel shed, alt 
which many of the relays are seated, — some learning to write, 
others readmg the Scriptures, or other books, and a few instrtict- 
ing the most ignorant. When seated at these desks, the prisoners 
face the centre of the prison j they are therefore under view of 
the officers, as well as of the governor from his windows. The 
governor assured the visitor that he has already had instances of 
men who, by these means, have been able to read their Bibles 

l2 
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by the time they had accomplished their sentence of hard la- 
bour. This excellent plan is worthy of general imitation. 

'Here, as at most other prisons, the proportion of working and 
resting men at the tread-wheel requires some alteration at a 
change of the season^ so as to equalize more nearly the 
amount of labour : it will be observed, by the Table^ that 
the day*s work is half as much again in summer as it is in 
winter. 



Ipswich. County Gaol, — Dietary. One pound and three- 
quarters of breads and two ounces of cheese daily. 

Some addition^ in the ration, it is expected^ will be made for 
those prisoners whose sentence exceeds six months. 

The governor states that he has never witnessed any bad 
effect from the tread-mill upon the health of the prisoners. 



SURREY: Brixton. County House of Correction. — Dietary. 
Three days in the week : Breakfast: Haifa pound of bread. 
Dinner : Half a pound of bread, a third of a pound of beef 
without bone^ and half a pound of boiled potatoes. Supper: 
A pint of soup made of beef, Scotch barley, and herbs. 
Four days in the week: Breakfast: Three-quarters of a 
pound of bread. Dinner : Three-quarters of a pound of 
bread, and a pint of soup. Supper : Half a pound of boiled 
potatoes. N. B. In case of delicacy of constitution, the 
surgeon orders an extra allowance, viz. a quart of soup. 
Feb. 1833. 

The dietary is reported to be at present under the considera- 
tion of the magistrates. 

. On the subject of the effect of this labour on the prisoners* 
health, the fc^owing certificate has been published. 

*' We the undersigned visiting magistrates of the house of 
correction at Brixton Hill, do certify that the Tread-mill was 
first set at work there in the month of October 1831, and has 
continued at work until the present time; and that we are not 
aware of any instance in which the health of the prisoners em- 
ployed thereon has been injured thereby. 

(Signed) G. Holme Sumner, James Laino, 
Feb 21 1823 Thomas Harrison, Thos. Lett.*' 

' ' Frs, Wightwick, 

The degree of labour is here (as is the case at most other 
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prisons) considerably heavier in summer than in winter: by an 
alteration in the proportions of working prisoners at the wheels 
for each season, the labour might with facility be more nearly 
equalized. The amount (13^500 feet in ascent) during ten 
hours of th'i day in the summer season^ may, in the case of 
females, reasonably excite an apprehension of undue seve- 
rity. In reply to an inquiry as to the extreme proportions 
of working prisoners at the wheels adopted at any time, or 
with any class of prisoners, the governor states, that the pro- 
portion of 3-4ths on is regularly and constantly adhered to with 
every description of prisoners as far as the nimibers in each class 
will permit ; except only in cases of weak constitutions, when 
two such prisoners are substituted for one. It is very desirable 
that an alteration in this respect should be made, when the 
duration of labour for the day increases on the approach of 
summer. In winter, the amount of labour is entirely free from 
the above objection 5 as at this season the proportion of the 
classes might be even increased to 4-5ths with advantage, thereby 
lessening the time the prisoners would have for rest^ during 
which they are exposed to the open air. 

The velocity of the tread-wheels is entirely dependent on the 
operations of the miller, who has the means^ at his own discre- 
tion, of varpng the rate of the machinery according as he feeds 
the inill-stones. The general rate is stated to be forty-eight 
steps per minute ^ but the fly-regulator of the mill is not applicable 
for the purpose of checking the velocity within any certain limits 
which is a material disadvantage : it only comes into use when 
there is not com sufficient to keep the mill in full work. 

The machinery requires the best oil, daily : no accidents of 
any kind are stated to have occurred for a long period. The 
engineer is under contract to keep the machinery in good repair 
for five years from its completion. The tread-wheels are of 
different sizes 3 two wheels hold six per«)ns each; two nine 3 
four fifteen ^ and two eighteen ; a plan which affords much 
convenience for management where the classes are continually 
varying in number. 



SUSSEX: Lewes. County House (^Correction, — Dietary. One 
pint of gruel in the morning and at night ; one pint of soup, 
made with three ounces of meat and vegetables ; one pound 
and a half of bread daily. 

This dietary has been somewhat increased since the last winter. 
The health of the prisoners is improved 5 the regular exercise 
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of the tread-wheel is found to be very beneficial at this prison. 
The recommitments are now estimated by the governor at four 
peir cent, and two years ago they were six per cent. ; the 
decrease is supposed to have arisen from the dislike of the 
tread-min. 



WARWICKSHIR£ : Warwick. County Gaoi.— Dietabt. One 
pound and a half of bread daily. Two days in the week^ 
half a pound of meat -, two days^ a quart of 80up> and 
on Sundays^ one quart of oatmesd gruel. 

On examining this dietary^ it will appear^ that on two days of 
the week the prisoners employed at this hard labour are re- 
stricted to one pound and a half of bread only, atv^allowance 
which (by comparison with others) will shew that an^increase 
is absolutely requisite. 

The prisoners are all perfectly healthy : no instance of the 
labour a£fecting their health at present. The mill has only re- 
cently been completed, and has hitherto been frequently out 
of order. The power is not applied to any useful purpose^ but 
is described to be regulated by an hydraulic contrivance. The 
velocity of the wheels is considerable, nearly 60 steps ' per 
minute. Care must be taken in summer that the amount of 
labour is not suffered to exceed 12,000 feet in ascent. 



YORKSHIRE: Wakefield. fVe^t Riding House of Cor- 
reclion. — Dietary. Breakfast, half a pound of bread 
and nearly a quart of oatmeal gruel, with a little salt, 
every dayj the same for supper every day. Dinner — 
Sundays and Thursdays, half a pound of bread, five ounces 
of boiled beef, and a pound of potatoes, or cabbages. Mon- 
days and Fridays — half a pound of bread and three Jgills of 
broth. Tuesdays — ^half a pound of bread and a quarter of a 
pound of cheese. Wednesdays — half a pound of bread and 
a quart of oatmeal gruel, with salt. Saturdays— ox-head 
soup and half a pound of bread. 



RBPOJBT OK TRBAD^KILLS. ti^l 

Northallerton. North Riding House of Correction, — ^DnsTAai^ 
Breakfisist, every mornings a quart of oatmeal gmd and one 
poimd and a half of bread. Binnep— Sundays and Thursdays, 
six ounces of boiled beef and a quart of potatoes^ with salt. 
Mondays and Fridays^ a quart of stew, made of beef, ox-heads, 
bones^ vegetables^ oatmeal and onions^ with pepper and salt. 
Tuesdays — a qUajt of boiled rice and milk, or a quart of 
stew the same as on Monday. Wednesday and Saturday-^ 
a quart of broth thickened with Ojatmeal, onions and v^e- 
tables, with pepper and salt; Supper, every evening ^ 
quart of oatmeal porridge. 

It is the confirmed opinion of the governor (from three years- 
experience) that the tread-mill has not only been of use in pre^ 
venting idle and disorderly persons, (particularly in cases of 
bastardy and of offences against the game laws,) from being 
committed^ but that it has been beneficial to the health of the 
prisoners who have worked at it. He also states^ that he doe& 
not know of any instance of the health of either a male or female 
prisoner having been injured by the labom*. 

The average number of prisoners employed at the mill, during: 
the last year, has been forty-one. 

On reference to the Table, it will be observed, that the wheel 
worked by the women revolves at a much slower rate than that 
by the men. This simple plan of varying the rate of daily 
labour, in certain cases, is much to be recommended; as it 
allows a greater scope for . equalizing the work of different 
classes, the numbers of which are continually liable to fluctua- 
tion. The velocity of the wheels is not regulated by any certain 
mechanical means, but the person who attends to the mill has 
the power of increasing or retarding it by the quantity of com 
he allows to pass upon the stones. 

The wheels are erected in small-rooms, in consequence of which 
it has been found necessary to provide very free ventilation. 



WALES : Haverford West. — ^Dietary. For breakfast, milk 
porridge ; for dinner and supper, water gruel, with eighteen 
pounds of barley bread per week. 

Our correspondent has not stated the precise quantities. 

The lower class of people in this country use, in common> 
barley bread, and they generally express their belief that they 
can work better on barley than wheaten bread j the milk por- 
ridge was ordered by the visiting magistrates, at the recommen- 
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dalSon of the surgeon^ as an extra allowance beyond the ordinary 
diet of the prison. 

. Our prison is remarkably healthy ; and although the pri- 
soners have been particularly asked about it^ none of them com- 
plain of more than a temporary inconvenience. 



SCOTLAND : Edinburgh. BHdewelL — ^Dietary. Breads from 
wheat, with the bran, made up into loaves of the size of 
twelve to the weight of a quartern loaf (making five ounces 
and three quarters each.) Two of these loaves are given to 
each prisoner weekly, viz. one on Wednesday and one on 
Saturday at dinner. Prisoners sentenced to be fed on bread 
and water only, have three of these loaves daily. Oatmeal. 
Two-thirds of a pound avoirdupois per day for each pri- 
soner; one half made into a chopin (quart) of porridge for 
breakfast, and the other half into a similar quantity for 
8up|)er. Barley. Four ounces avoirdupois per day for each 
prisoner, made into a Scotch pint (two quarts) of broth 
for dinner six days in the week. Cheese. Four ounces 
avoirdupois to each prisoner every Saturday for dinner. 
Small beer. One half pint, English measure, per day, at 
break&st, and one English pint every Saturday for each 
prisoner at dinner. Salt. One ounce per day to each pri- 
soner six days in the week, and half an ounce on Saturday, 
(cheese and beer being for that day*s dinner.) Flesh, 
usually ox'heads, thirteen pounds weight for every twenty 
prisoners on Sunday, and the same quantity for every thirty 
prisoners on Wednesdays, and during (he other days of the 
week. Vegetables. From the garden, as necessary, and 
in season. 

Prisoners employed upon the tread- wheels have been allowed 
an addition to the above dieting, as follows : if sentenced to 
bread and water, they have two of the five ounces and three 
quartern loaves extra daily -, and if on the ordinary allowance of 
the prison, one extra, loaf daily, with a quart of small beer for 
dinner, and a pint for supper. 

On examining the dietary, the allowance of bread will appear 
to be small in some instances, but the friends of any of the 
prisoners are allowed to bring them food twice a day. 

The health of the prisoners is decidedly not impaired. 

The revolution of these tread-wheels is exceedingly irregular ; 
the machinery being applied to cork cutting, the resistance 
offered by that substance varies according to its thickness or 
hardness. To obviate this disadvantage, a regulating*-fly has 
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been recently connet^ted with the machinery^ which prevents the 
velocity from exceeding 56 steps a minute ; at this speedy how- 
ever^ with the proportion of 44 on and 15 ofiP^ the rate of 
labour at this tread- mill must be regarded as heavy. Females 
have been employed at this labour about three weeks only. 
It is not stated whether any difference as to the degree of seve- 
rity is made in the treatment of this class of prisoners. It is much 
to be desired^ that if the females are set to work upon this ma- 
chine> a certain limit to their rate of daily labour^ expressed 
in feet of ascent^ should invariably be laid dovm, by order of the 
magistrates^ to be on no account exceeded. 
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A TABLE of TREADMILLS at the several PBISONS of England, Walet, 
Classes each Tread-mill is calculated to work at one time: also the corn- 
Prison according to the present System of Management , Sfc. 8fc, 



Name or 
COUNTY and PBISON. 



No. of 
Prisonen 
the Tread- 

mUi 
wiUhold 

at one 

time. 



BEDFORD- 
Bedford New House 1 ^a 



No. of 
separate 
Tread- 
wheels 

or 
Claasee. 



of Correction ... 

Bedford Old House 
of Correction. . .. 



}.a 



Three .* 



Two .... 



Ordinary Proportion 

of Prisoners 

on the W%€€l 

to the 

Total Number empl(^ed. 



{24 on put of 36, L e, 
2'3ra8 on. 

{• .. ftonx 5-7=5- 
.... to 8-12 =2- 



-7=5-7ihs 
3rds 



Ordinary 
Velocity of the 
Trmd-wh^l 
per miaote. 



48(rtep8 7Sincli. 

20 steps 8 inch. . . 
40 steps. ••••••. 



Compant&ve 

Bates of 
Labonr atthe 
eeverai IVead. 
mills, redoeed 
to one stand- 
ard of eig^t 
hours woric- I 
ingperDaj. | 



Feet ascent. 
.. 9600 .. 

.. 4550 .. 
.. 8500 .. 



BERKS. 

Reading County. . 



40 



Four 



40-56 =5-7ths. 



48 steps 8 inch... 



.. 10,950., 



BUCKS. 
Aylesbury • 



24 



CAMBRIDGE. 

Cambridge County 
Cambridge Town * 
Wisbeach 



32 

n 



Two 
One 



2-3rds. 



51 steps 7i inch. 



Unfinished. 



.. 10,176.. 



CHESHIRE. 
Chester Castle 
Knutsford . . . . 



20 



Two 



Unfinished. 

... 20-30 =2-3rds. 



48 steps 8| inch. 



. 11,200.. 



CORNWALL. 

Bodmin . . . 



10 



One 



10-14 =5-7ths. 



44 steps 9 inch. 



.. 11,300.. 



CUMBERLAND. 
Carlisle 



Four 



Unfinished. 



DERBY. 
Not any yet. 



DEVON. 
Exeter, County. . . . 
City 



62 
10 



DORSET. 
Dorchester 



DURHAM. 

Durham . 



ESSEX. 
Chelmsford 



Halsted 



48 



Three. 



32 






36 
Unfinish. 



Four. 
Two. 



Four. 



2-5rds. 

10-20 =§ on. 



3-4th8. 



3-4ths. 



Two 



Felons.. 18-24 =3-4ths 
Misdem. 18-27 =2-3rds 



48 steps 7i inch. 
52 steps 7| inch. 



....9600.. 
8000.. 



48 steps 8 inch.. 



.. 11,500.. 



58 steps 7 inch. 



. 12,150. 



40 steps 7i inch. 



...9000. 
. . . 8000. 



• Not on the new Principle, 
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osd Scotland, shewing the Number of Prisonerst and the Number of dietmoi 
forative Rate, the Duration^ and the actual Amount of Labour impo$ed at each 



%— *■ 



No. or 

woridng 

Horn per 

Day, 



WlXTU. 



S Hours 



SHoura. 



iHoun. 



Aetrndamoniit 

of Labour 

performed by 

each Indivl* 

daalperDay, 

WiMTSB. 



Feet asoenL 
.. 7200 .. 

.. 3400 .. 
. 6400 .. 



. . 1&,950. . 



No. of 

working 

Hoars per 

Day, 



SUMMSR. 



Actnalamoiint 

of Labonr 

performed by 

each Indivi- 

dual per Da}% 

SUMMXB. 



9 HOOTB. 

10 Hours. 



10 Hours. 



I 



Feet ascent 
.. 10,800.. 



57001 
10,650/ 



. 13,700. . 



AppUcation 

of the 

Power. 



{Grinding and 
dressmg all 
sorts of Com. 



• . . . Ditto 



Grinding C!orn 



Profit. 



} 



£50 per Ann. 
No aooount yet. 



Whether 

Female PrI. 

■onenare 

worked at the 

Tread-mUL 



No. 
No. 



No. 



Date of the 
Setuiu 

1828. 



Sept. 13. 
Oct. 8. 



May. 



7 flours. 



. . . . 8900. . 



10 Hours. 



..12,700.. Grinding Com. 



^123 last year. 



No. 



Sept. 10. 

Sept. 



Not yet 
fixed. 



6 Hours. 



8400. 



Pumping 



No. 



Aug. 16. 



7 Hours. 



9900. . 



10 Hours 
by two 
gangs. 



7050. 



Friction lever. 



No. 



I ■ ' " ■ 



8 Hoars. 
^ Hours. 



7 Hours. 



S Hours. 



^ Hours. 



....7200.. 
7000.. 



8 Hours 
8 Hours 



9600. . 
8000. . 



Grin^ng Corn. 
Beating Hemp. 



.. 10,080.. 



9 Hours. 



. . 12,900. . 



Grinding and 
pumping. 



r .« . 



9100.. 



8 Hours. 



..12,150, 



Ditto 



• . . . 7o50. . 
....7000.. 



9} Hours 



.. 10,650.. 1 j^... 
....9500.. f-^^ 



2d, per bushel. 
No account yet. 



No account yet 



May. 



Aug. 



Aug. 



••••I •••• 



Oct 8. 
Sept. 17. 



Yes. 



No. 



No account yet. 



No. 



Sept 12. 



Sept. 13. 



Nov. 15. 



\ 



Incorrigible female vagrants are. 



t Only three have been worked. 
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A Table of Tread-mills at the several Prisons . . . 



Name of 
COUNTY and PRISON.- 



GLOUCESTER. 
Gloucester, Peniten. 
Horsley ......... 



HANTS. 

Winchester, CoanW 

Newport, Ide off 

Wight / 



No. of 
Priioners 
the Tread* 

mill 
will hold 

atone 

lioM. 



36 
11 



No. or 

aeparate 

TreHd- 

wheeb 

or 
ClasMS. 



Ordinary Proportion 

of Prisoners 

on the Wheel 

to the 

Total Number employed. 



Pour. 
One. 



36-60 »>3-5th8... 
Il-16»ll-16th8. 



Ordinary 

Velocity of the 

Tread-wheel 

per minvte. 



Cuiup«naive 

Rates of 
Labour at the 
several T^ea^ 
mills, reduced 
to one stand- 
ard of eight 
hoars work- 
ing per Day, 



\ 



48 steps 8 inch.. . 
48 steps 7 inch.. . 



Feet aaceoL 

. 9200 ». 
. 9200 .. 



24 
9 



Two 



One • • . . 



{ 



... 24-34 = 12-17th8. 
3 Hours out of 8 
each man .... 






48 steps 8 inch 
80 steps 7 inch. 



.. 10,800.. 
....8400.. 



HEREFORD. 

^]otany. ... 



HERTS. 
Hertford . . 
St Albans. 



40 
12 



Four. . . . 



Two. 



{: 



.... 3-4th8, 
also 2-3rds. 
,.6-12»§on. 



48 steps 7i ... 
50 steps 8 inch. 



10,800. . 
..9600.. 
..8000.. 



HUNTINGDON. 

Huntingdon . . . 



Unfinish. 



KENT. 
Miudstone, County 
Canterbury 



80 
No return 



i^ght 



Unfinished. 



LANCASHIRE. 
Lancaster Castle... 
liyerpool(Kirkdale) 

Preston 

Manchester 



4 

100 

80 

104 



One . 
Ten . 
Four. 
Eight 



4-8»ion. 

Unfinished 

..Ditto 

..Ditto 



60 steps 8 inch.. 



9600.. 



LEICESTER. 

Leicester, County • 



iMrMMMMMalM^li 



\ LINCOLN. 
Kirton... 
Louth . . . 



Boston, Borough . . 



6 
24 

14 



One, 
Two 

Two 



i on 

24-48 »§ on 

3-5ths. 



{ 



52 steps 11 inch. 

48 steps 9 inch. 

78 stq» 9 inch. 

40 steps lowest 



..11,400.. 
....86S0.. 

. 16,900.. 

...8650.. 



MIDDLESEX. 

Cold-bath Fields .. 
London Bridewell . 



240 
80 



Eight .. 
Twelve.. 



{Males .... 2-3rds on. 
Females § . . . 

2-3rd8. 



} 



44 steps 8 inch. 
30 steps 8 inch. 



{ 



..93801 

..7000/ 

.... 6380 • . 



MONMOUTH. 
Not any. 



* Not on the new principle. 
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.... of England^ Walbs, and Scotland— ^onKniTed. 



1 

No. of 
working 
Hoinper 

Day, 


Actual amonii! 

of Labour 

performed by 

each Indlvf- 

dnal per Day, 

WitlTBR. 


No. of 
working 
Hours per 

Day. 

SUMMIB. 


Actnalamonnt 

of Laboor 

performed by 

each Indivl. 

daalper Day, 

SUMMBR. 


Application 
of the 
Power. 


Profit. 


Wbether 
Female Pri- 
soner! are 
worked at the 
Tread-mlU. 


Date of the 
Retom. 

1823. 


6 Hoars. 
6 Hoars. 


Feet ascent 

6900.. 

....6900.. 


9 Hours, 

10 Hours. 


Feet ascent 

.. 10^00.. 
.. 11,500.. 


Grinding and 

pumping. 

.... Ditto 


About 
^100 per Ann. 

£\JS,69.\\d.VBL 

9 months. 


No. 
Yes. 


Oct. 
Oct 23. 










10 Hours. 


.. 13,500.. 
....8400.. 


Grinding Com. 
Friction Wheel. 


About 
^100 per Ann. 


No. 
No. 


Aug. 16. 
Oct. 17. 


8 Hours 


in general. 




. 




1 








• 






Sept 
















J7Hrs. 
6 Hoars. 


.... «f4DU. . 
.... 6000. . 


9 Hours. 
8 Hours. 


.. 12,150.. 
....8000.. 


Grinding Com. 


About 
^158 per Ann. 


■ 

No. 

Yes, same 
as the men. 


Not. 13. 
Oct 19. 




















Sept 






























Oct. 
















7 Hoars. 




10 Hours 
by3 gangs 


• « ^^VJW3^ • 


• a * PrnDDinflT « « r 




No. 


Aug. 7. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct 


•• •••••••• 
















•••*•••••••••• 




























• • •••••••• •••• 




SHoors. 
'Hoots. 
5' Hoars. 
















....8600.. 
.... 7550. . 
. . 10,500\ 


6 Hours. 
10 Hours. 


• • • « oOUU« « 

.. 10,800.. 


Grinding Com. 
....Ditto 


. . No account.. . 
^161. 7«: 2yrs. 


1 Fem.only 
No. 

No. 


Sept 11. 

Sept. 8. 

Nov. 








.... 5400 j 










6f Hours 
» Hoars. 


f..7600.. 
1..5700.. 
.... 5600. . 


10 Hours. 
8 Hours. 
8 Hours. 


..11,700.. 
.... /UUO. . 

.... 04Uv. . 


r Turning a "1 
\ Fly-wheel./ 
. . . Orindipflr t • • 


« 


Yes. 


Oct 30. 
Oct 












• 










• • 





* Are about to be worked. 
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A Tablb of Tbbad-mills at the aereM PriBoafi...^' 



Name of 
COUNTY and PRISON. 



NORFOLK. 

Swa£fham 



Wymondham . . 
Walangham . . . 
Norwich Castle 



NORTHUMBER- 
LAND. 
Newcastle 



NOTTINGHAM. 
Southwell . . . 



OXFORD. 

Not any. 



RUTLAND. 

Not any. . . 



SHRO^HIRE. 
Not any. .... 



SOMERSET. 

Shepton Mallet. . . . 
\^Hon 



STAFFORD. 

Stafford... 



No. of 
Prisoners 
the Tread- 

miU 

will hold 

at one 

time. 



48 

13 

20 



12 



Two 



48 



40 
22 



44 



No. of 
separate 
Tread- 
wheels 

or 
Classes. 



Four. 



One . . . . 
Three. . . 



■■{ 



Four. 



Three. 
Two., 



Two 



Or(Unar>' Proportloir 

of Piisoners 

on the Wheel 

to the 

Total Number cmployc<l. 



3-4ths. 



13-16 = 13-16th§ 

. . . . Unfinished. 
Ditto. 



Males... 8-12=2-3rds. 
Females. .4-6 =2-3rds. 



48-64 »3-4ths. 



, Unfinished. 
Ditto 



20-30 =2-3rd8. 



Ordiuary 

Velocity of the 

Tread-wheel 

per minnte. 



32 steps 8 inch. 



40 steps 7§ inch. . . ..9700.. 



87 steps 7 inch.. . 
44 steps 7 inch... 



2 wheels at 48 steps 

8 inch 
2 wheels at 36 steps 



C«npMEiii 

Ratntr 
LiboortflM 

sevodAMtfi 
miIli,ndMX 
tooneilHil 
trdofeUl 
homwSi' 
iiigperBqr. 



Feet) 



.701.. 



. • 1 6)190; •" 



.1 



lll^. 

|..8(S0.) 



■ 



:■ 



60 steps 7 inch... 



..11^.. 



SUFFOLK. 

Bury 

Ipswich, County . • . 
Beccles 



56 

28 

9 



Four. 
Four. 
One. 



2-3rds. 
2-3rds. 



Unfinished. 



48 steps 7 inch.. 
40 steps 7 inch.. 



J0i 



SURREY. 
Brixton. 



Guildford. 



126 



35 



Ten. 



Four. . . . 



3-4ths. 

{Males. .■ 4-5th6. 
Females 3-4th8 



48 steps 7} inch . 
48 steps 7 inch . 



..10,800.., 
.. 1O,750».. 



SUSSEX. 
Lewes . 



18 



Two 



$on. 



44 steps 7i inch . 



. .•.6600.* 



* Some intermission here takes place in the course of a week, by the separate woikioffl' 
vidual amotmt of labour. 
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.... of EVQtAXD 


, W^ujsfl^ fliid Scotland*— cQ»dRi«6d. 






No. of 
. working 
Hoorsper 
Day, 

WlKTBR. 


Actnalamoaiit 

of Laboar 

performed by 

each Indivl- 

daal per Day, 

WlKTEH. 


No. of 

working 

Hoars per 

Day, 

SCMMBB. 


of Labour 
performed by 
each Indivi- 
dual per Day, 

Summer. 


Application 

of the 

Power. 


Profit. 


Whether 
Female Pri- 
soners are ' 
worked at the 
Tread-mUI. 


Date of the 
Betam. 

1823. 


7§ Hours 

7| Hours 
by 2 sets 
of men, 
^Sk 45« 


Feet ascent. 
.... 7200. . 

. . . . 4550. . 


9§ Hours 

10 Hours 

by 2 sets 

=5Hr-. 


Feet ascent. 
.,..9100| 

...,6100.. 


Grinding and 1 
pumping. . 1 

Grinding 


25 per cent, on 

Bread made in 

the Prison. 


> No. 
No. 


Sept. 10. 
Sept. 




• • •••• •• •••• «• 


5 Hours. 
2 Hours. 


.. 10,050.. 
..,.2050.. 


6 Hours. 


. . 12,100. . 


Crushing Oats, 
Bedns^&c, 


X 


Yes. 


Oct. 


/ 


7 Hours. 


.. 10,050.. 
7550. . 


8 Hours. 


.. 11,500\ 
.... 8650/ 


Fly regulator. 

• 


.... None 


No. 


Oct. 22. 
















Sept 






























Oct 




























Sept 


* * * 












• 






• 




. 




• 


Sept. 
Sept 











• 


• 




- 














? Hours, 

^ Hours, 
7 Hoots. 


.... 9800. . 


UiHf.* 


.. 16,000.. 


Grinding ..... 


r ^88.11*.! 
\ (9 months. / 


Never* 


4 

Oct. 23. 


.. .,7800.. 
....6500.. 


10 Hours. 
10 Hours 


.. 11,150.. 
9300, . 


Grinding ' 
and pumping. 
Ditto.... ditto. 


Last year 

^117. 155. 

£S2. I9s, 4d, 


No. 

No. 


Sept. 29. 
Nov. 9. 
Sept 


7 Hours. 
7 Hours. 










\ 


• 


• 

....9400.. 
....9400.. 


10 Hours 
10 Hours 


. . 13,500 1 

.. 13,400 \ 
, . 12,600/ 


• • . . 

Grinding 
and pumping. 

Ditto.... ditto . 




VeSyCquaUy 

with the 

men. 

Yes. 


Nov. 
Feb. 






. • . • oouu. • 








. . . . 5750. . 

,1 


9 Hours. 


....T'lOO.. 


Grinding 


j635 Ann. Rent 
of Mill. 


No. 


Sept 



Fdons and Misdemeanantfl ; any change of a gang or class at a wh«e], of coune affects tiie indl- 
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A Table of Tread-mills at the several Prisons... 



Naaeof 
COUNTY and PRISON. 



WARWICKSHIRE. 






No. of 
Prisoners 
theTread- 

iniU 
wiUhold 

atone 

time. 



WESTMORELAND. 
Not any. 



WILTS. 
Demes 



WORCESTERSHIRE 
Not any. 



YORKSHIRE. 

NoftliaUerton 



No. of 

separate 

Tnwl- 

wheels 

or 
Classes. 



24 



Three. 



75 



Wakefidd 



Bererlgr** 
Yatk, aty. 



56 



96 

58 



Ordinary Proportion 

of Prisoners 

on the Wheel 

to the 

Total Nomber employed. 



2-3rd8 0ii^ 



1 



siz< 



Sixteen . 



^gbt 



Unfinished. 



■ 



3-4th8'| 



96-128 ==5-4ths. 



Unfinished. 
Ditto 



Ordinary 

Velocity of the 

Tread-wheel 

per ndnnte. 



CoBiparativs 

Bates of 

Laboar atthe 

several Trad- 

millSf fedased 

tooiieslaMt> 

ard of d^t 

hoon work* 

ingperD^. 



Ist Wheel 60 steps 

8§inch 

2d Wheel 59 steps 
3d Wheel 55 steps 



Feetafloent 



13»e00) 
..13^> 
..12^J, 



•^ 



Males,... 48 steps 
7i inch ..... 
Females^ 38 steps 



. . 44 steps 7^ inch. 



Mal.lO,ail 
Fern. 8SSI 



.. 10,200.. 



WALES. 
Haverfordy West • . 

Rnthen 

Brecon. , 

Carnarvon , 



10 
noretnm 



Two 



ion. 



12 



Two • • • . 



. • . Unfinished. 
Not more than 3 persons 
to work it at any time. 



. • 48 steps 7i inch. 



. . 52 steps 8 inch. 



.... 72w» • 



SCOTLAND. 
Edinburgh Bridewell 



44 



Seven 



44-59 or 11-15. 



. . 56 steps 7 inch. 



..11,5W.. 



* As this Mill has been at work only one month previous to the date of tbe retom, the amoat) 
Summer, it is inserted accordingly ; the amount however in feet ascent will he found to be so 
wheel (60 steps) the amount in 10 working hours would be 17,000 feet ascent ! 
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... of England^ Walbs, and Scotland — conHnued, 





No. of 

working 

Hoars per 

Day, 

WiMTSR. 


Actual amoniit 

of Labonr 

performed by 

each lodivi- 

daal per Day, 

WlNTBR. 


No. of 

working 

Hoars per 

Day, 

SUXMBR. 


Actual amoant 

of Laboar 

performed by 

each IndiYi- 

doal per Day, 

SOMKRR. 


Application 

of the 

Power. 


ProOI. 


Whether 
Female Pri- 

Kmersare 

worked at the 

Trcad^nilL 


DateoTtlw 
BetmrB, 

1823. 




6 Hours. 


Feet ascent 

..10,200.. 
.. 10.000.. 


10 Hours. 


Feet ascent 
>..(♦)... 


An Hydraulic 
regulator. 


. • • • None.. • • • . 


No. 

1 


Nov. 6. 




















' 


p* 










1 














• • • • • • ^* • • • * • • 






Nov. 














. 








m 








' 








Hours.^ 
7i Hours 


Males, ^ 
..9450.. ( 

Females, ( 
. . 7500. . J 

* 

..9500.... 


10 Hours 
to hard- 
labour 
prisoners, 
8 hours to 
alloUier 
prisoners. 

10 Hours 


"^ Males, 
I 13,500.. 
1 Females, 

J 10,650. 

5 Males, 
> . . 10,800 

J Fem.8550 

. . 12,700 . . 


Grinding. . . . 
....Ditto 


^92. 10«. last 
year. 

^48. 15«. per 
Quarter. 


YetL 

• 

Not at 
present 


Nor. 21. 

Aug. 

Oct. 
Oct. 




































8 Hours. 
6Hoiin. 


..7200.... 


10 Hours 


....9000.. 


• 
. . • Grinding . « . 


About 
^45. per Ann. 


Yes, 

equally with 

the Men. 


Sept. 30. 


1 

1 






in general 
9 Hours 


} 12,900.. 


Cutting Corks. 


No account 


Yes, only a 
few weeks. 


Sept 15. 


1 







if stated, will be nominal only; — ^T^n Hours bmg reported as the regular duration of work in 
heayy, tiiat it is wholly improbable it will even be attempted, when it is stated that at the first 



/ 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE PRECEDING TABLE. 

The very general introduction of tread-mills into prisons, 
and the frequent inquiries for information respecting the best 
mode of managing them, have rendered it very desirable to 
collect the practical details with which the Committee have 
been favoured on the subject. The necessity for some uni* 
formity of system relative to their management will, from the 
foregoing accounts, appear manifest. 

The preceding Table has been prepared for the purpose 
of presenting a comparative view of tread-mill labour, as 
at present enforced. In the first, second, and third co- 
lumns are given, the names of the prisons where tread- 
mills have been already introduced, the number of per- 
sons each mill is calculated to hold at one time, and the 
number of distinct tread- wheels or classes. 

The fourth column shows the proportion of prisoners ap- 
pointed to be on the tread-wheel to the whole number em- 
ployed; thus, at Bedford new house of correction the ordinary 
proportion adopted is 2-3rds of the class to be on the wheel, 
with one-third ofi* as relays ; accordingly, if the whole number 
of the Working prisoners amounts to thirty-six, 24 of 36, or 
•|rds are on, the remainder being ofi* as relays. In this manner 
all the succeeding proportions are invariably calculated, the 
number of persons an the tread-wheel being the numerator of 
the fraction, and the total number of the class the denomina- 
tor; and the fraction is then reduced to its most simple form.* 

It is upon this detail of tread-wheel management that the du- 
iration of each person's actual labour will depend ; thus, if the 
rules of the prison direct that the prisoners shall be employed 
eight hours per day, and i£ the proportion of working pri- 
soners be 3-4ths on the wheel, the duration of actual labour 
to each man for that day will amount to six hours ; the re> 
mainder of the time, viz. two hours, being taken up in inter- 

* An error is frequently committed in computing these proportions, by 
taking the number of prisoners off the wheel for the numerator of the 
fraction, and the number on the wheel for a denominator; thus, if eight 
persons are observed to be worldng a tread-wheel with four off as relays, 
the proportion is not 4-8 or §, but 8-12 or -f-rds on, agpreeably with the ex- 
planation above : instead therefore of calculating in this instance that each per- 
lon has 5 hours labour out of 10 working hours, it wiU be found in reality that 
he gets 6 hours 40 minutes actual labour in the day. The difference in these 
cases is a matter of no slight importance ; in the former, the prisoner working 
on a wheel at 48 steps of 8 indies, would be found to perform an amount of 
labour equal to 9,600 feet per day ; and in the latter nearly 12,800 feet 
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vals of rest; and in the same way with every other proportion. 
Thus, at Reading, with 5-7ths on the wheel, each prisoner will 
have 5 hours 43 minutes of actual labour out of eight hours; 
at Wymondham, with 13-16ths upon the wheel, each man 
will have 6 hours and a half of actual labour. If, however, 
as at the last prison, two sets of men are ordered to work the 
wheel in the day, it will further reduce the duration of each 
man's labour, in proportion to the time each set is employed; 
thus, if the number of working hours be eight, and the two 
sets share the time equally, but work the tread-wheel in the 
proportion of 13-16ths, each man will have 13-16th8 of 4 
hours, which is equal to 3 hours and a quarter of actual labour. 
At Lancaster Castle, it will be observed, that the daily labour 
is shared among three sets of prisoners. 

The next column in the Table shows the ordinary rates of 
revolution or velocities of the tread-wheels, expressed in the 
number of steps taken per minute, with the height of the 
steps * This detail of management determines the rate of ex- 
ertion, as of the preceding column regulates its duration; it is 
therefore only necessary that the one be multiplied into the 
other, in oraer to obtain the amofint of labour performed 
by the individual for the day. Thus, at the mill in Reading 
gaol, the prisoner is stated to tread on steps of eight inches 
in height, and with a velocity of forty-eight steps per minute : 
48 X 8=384 inches, or 32 feet, will be the space stept over in 
the minute, equal to 1920 feet per hour. Then multiplying 
this sum 1920 feet by 5 hours 43 minutes (as stated in the last 
paragraph to be the duration of actual labour per head at this 
prison in a day of eight working hours) we shall have a result 
of 10,987 feet in ascent as the measure of each man's labour 
at the tread- wheel for the whole day. 

By this rule the several results given in the sixth, eighth, 
and tenth columns, are calculated. The sixth column shows the 
comparative rates of individual labour at the respective tread- 
mills, under a supposition, for the sake of general comparison, 
that the time of work at all the prisons were reduced to one 
common standard of duration, viz. eight hours per day. The 
eighth and tenth columns contain the actual amounts of indi- 
vidual labour enforced at the respective prisons at two opposite 



* The height should be taken from the upper surface of one stepping-board 
to the upper surface of the next, applying the measure to the outer edge of 
each bo^, which is the part receiving the step of the prisoner. Care must 
also be taken to obtain a fair average height, as a small difiierence may some- 
times occur in consequence of some of tiie boards beiog unequally worn. 

M 2 
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seasons of the year. The remaining columns are sufficiently 
explained by their respective titles. 

On examining the contents of the whole Table, the reader 
mnst be struck with the great irregularity at present prevail- 
ing in the management of this machine for prison-labour. In 
the fourth column we find variations in the proportion of from 
one-half to 3-4ths on, making a difference to the prisoner of 
about two hours and a half of actual labour in a day of ten 
working^hours. 

In the next column, containing the respective velocities of 
the tread-wheels, are to be found rates varying from 20 steps 
to 80, and even 87 steps per minute ; also diversities in the 
height of the stepping-boards from 7 to 11 inches. In the 
columns, containing the number of working hours in the two 
opposite seasons of the year, we find the duration of work, 
at the different prisons, varying in winter from 5 to 8 hours, 
and in summer nrom 6 to 10 hours. 

To attempt to lay down certain rules by which these se- 
veral details should be rendered uniform, would be found 
quite unavailable: even if it were thought advisable to 
equalize, for instance, the velocities of the wheels, or the 
proportions of working men, it would be found in practice 
that they must frequently be made subservient to various 
contingencies, in order to produce in any. degree uniformity 
of labour. Thus the proportion on the wheel must occasionally 
vary with the difference of working-hours at different seasons 
of the year ; it must also be subject to the frequent fluctuation 
in the number of prisoners, which again, from the difference 
of weight, would affect the wheel's velocity. Again, the rate 
of the revolution is also liable to continual variation; to this, 
however, a limit may be given by means of the fly-regulator, 
which will be more particularly referred to hereafter. 

Now it is upon the due regulation of the labour, within 
proper and defined limits, that the absolute safety and bene- 
ficial effects of the tread-mill must depend; if ttte variable 
details which have been just described be unduly combined, 
notwithstanding that the prisoners at the wheel are under the 
constant oversight of turnkeys, the individuals may be ex- 
posed to a degree of oppression, which continued day after 
day, may exhaust their bodily strength, and otherwise se- 
riously impair their health. 

The committee have had their attention closely directed to 
this subject, with the view of introducing some ready means 
of ascertaining and regulating, with precision^ the degree of 
labour to be imposed ; and they have the satisfaction to state, 
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that thej have succeeded in the accomplishment of that im- 
portant object. In following np the calculations on the 
measurement of tread-wheel labour by a few examples, it was 
conceived that as the several details vary one with another in 
regular proportion, they might be very conveniently laid 
down upon a scale in a logarithmic series ; and an instrument 
on this principle has been constructed in a very ingenious and 
satisfactory manner by Mr. Bate, mathematical instrument 
maker to the Board of Excise,* which completely answers 
the purposes in view. The committee have published a small 
pamphlet,f descriptive of the instrument, with various ex- 
amples to point out its application to the measurement and 
regulation of tread-mill labour. Copies of this publication 
have already been transmitted to the committees of magis- 
trates at the several prisons. 

By the aid of this instrument it will be found that, even 
under all the diversified circumstances of construction and 
operation, as exhibited in the foregoing table, the manage- 
ment of the tread-mill may be conducted upon one regular 
system throughout the kingdom. With this view it is only 
necessary to lay down certain limits to the amount of indi- 
vidual labour to be performed for the day, which, accord- 
ing to the foregoing observations, are to be expressed in feet 
of ascent, as the common measure. As far as the best practi- 
cal experience at present points out, it appears that the high- 
est limit may with safety be fixed at 12,000 feet ; and the 
lowest, for men, might be placed at 10,000 feet per day. 
When these bounds are distinctly recognized, the governor, 
by the use of the sliding scale, would be able to conform to 
the amount of labour ordered to be enforced with nearly the 
same regularity (under all ordinary circumstances) as in ap- 
portioning the allowances of food. The limits above stated 
are mentioned with reference to a general view of the case; 
the highest, it must however be observed, is founded on 
careful observation derived from the practical experience of 
able magistrates and the most skilful governors of prisons. 

The following example will illustrate the facility which 
the Scale* affords in pointing out to the manager what com- 
binations he must adopt, in order to enforce a fixed amount of 
labour, and at the same time allow for the various contin- 
gencies of management : — 



♦ No. 17, Poultry, London. '">■ 

t Description of the Tread-null for the Employment of Prisoners, with 
Obseiratians on its Managemefn, 8vo. Longman and Ck). London, 1823. 
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Supposing that a tread-wheel holds 16 men, the highest 
▼elocity of which is 50 steps 8 inches per minute, and the 
lowest, with a reduced nuraher of men and a failure of mill- 
work, 36 steps per minute; the number of working hours 
varies in the course of the year from 7 hours in winter to 10 
hours in summer; and the amount of labour to be imposed 
per day is fixed at or near 10,000 feet. 

On referring to the Sliding Scale, the following combina- 
tions are readily found, which meet the several circumstances 
of the case : — 



Season. 



Winter, 
7 Hours. 



Spring and 

Autumji 

8^ Hours. 



Proportions on 

the Wheel 
holding 16 Men. 



15-'Jl=:5-7ths. 
16-21 

14-ir 

13-16 



Summer, 
10 Hours. 



16-27 

16-24 =r2-3rds. 

16-23 

13-16 



16-32 
16-31 

15-27 
15-24 
14-20 



Velocity 

of Tread-wheel 

per minute. 



50 Steps 8 inch 

47 

44 

44 



50 Steps 

44 

42 

36 



— § . . . . 

;5-9ths. 
:5-8ths. 
:7-10th8 



50 steps 

49 

45 

40 

36 



Amomit of 

Indiyidaal labour 

per Day. 



10,000. 

10,000. 

10,100. 

10,000. 



10,025. 
10,000. 

9950. 

9950. 



10,000. 
10,000. 
10,000. 
10,000. 
10,000. 



Many other combinations might be found on the Scale ap- 
plicable to this example; but the above sufficiently illustrate 
the degree of uniformity with which the amount of individual 
labour for the day may be regulated at difierent seasons of 
the year, at the same time that a considerable extent of va- 
riation is afforded to the other details of management. In 
generaVit may be remarked, that in order to conform to a well- 
regulated plan of labour, it will be necessary in winter to lessen 
the number of relays, and to allow of an increased velocity 
to the wheel, reversing the same in summer. The advan- 
tage of this course will be obvious; iif the winter the prisoners, 
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having a shorter period in which to accomplish their day'ir 
work, will have to labour on the wheel at a quicker rate, and 
they will also be off the wheel for shorter intervals of time, 
during the cold weather ; in summer, on the contrary, their 
rate of exercise will be slower, and they will have a longer 
time for rest in the course of the daj^ 's labour. A sentence 
of hard labour will then become a more uniform punishment 
at any time of the year than is at present the case at the same 
prison, being (in summer in many instances) at least 60 per 
cent, more severe and oppressive than in winter. 

Again, it is stated in the accounts from several prisons, that 
if the numbers of convicted prisoners happen from one cause 
or another to decrease, it is the usual practice, in order to keep 
the mill at full work, to man the tread-wheels accordingly, and 
allow a less number of relays. It thus happens, that unless 
the wheePs revolution be carefully attended to, and its velo- 
city proportionably reduced, the prisoners may be inadvert- 
ency exposed to a very heavy rate of labour, and the punish- 
ment of the criminal become more or less severe in proportion 
to the existing state of convict population in the house of 
correction. But in adopting the mode of measurement already 
explained, any circumstance of this kind becomes immedi- 
ately manifest, and the manager being limited to a fixed 
amount of labour would find by the use of the sliding-scale in 
what way he can accommodate himself to circumstances. 

At many other prisons the rate of labour is almost entirely 
under the control of the person appointed to attend to the 
mill, who, according as he thinks proper to feed the mill- 
stones, has the power of varying, to a very considerable ex- 
tent, the velocity of the machinerv. It therefore happens, that 
the rate of exertion (or number of steps taken by the prisoners 
per minute), instead of being placed under the certain know- 
ledge and control of the governor of the prison, is left to the 
will of a stranger. In such cases, without any precise means 
himself of ascertaining the rate he imposes, or of verifying to 
the governor the regularity of his operations, the miller may, 
either through neglect, suffer the velocity to be accelerated 
to an improper degree , or, on the other hand, occasion so slow 
a motion to the tread-wheels, as very much to fall short of a 
due rate of exertion. Instances of the occurrence of the 
former evil appear in the Table, where the velocity of the 
tread-wheels are stated to exceed 70, or even 80 steps per 
minute : to obviate this inconvenience, it is essentially neces- 
sary that every tread-mill should be provided with a fly-regu- 
lator, by means of which the velocity of the wheels would be 
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restnmed within a certain limit, whenever the.8np}>l7of com^ 
<&c. should be either insufficient or altogether fail. In attaching 
sach a regulator, it is recommended t]bat the engineer should 
so contrive it as by a slight change of resistance * two limits 
may be available; one at about 56 steps (7 to 8 inches) per 
minute, as being most suitable for winter labour, the other at 
about 44, or at most 48 steps for summer : as a general limit,, 
however, 48 steps may be recommended. Although the use 
of the fly-regulator will effectually prevent the rate of motion 
from being accelerated beyond a certain degree, yet, with the 
exception of one or two tread-mills very lately set up,t no 
means are provided for ascertaining the velocity given to the 
wheel's revolution, by which the amount of labour performed 
day after day by the prisoners can be accurately deter- 
mined. This desideratum has been supplied, in the most 
complete manner, by Mr. Bate, who, at the request of the 
Committee, has contrived an instrument which is capable of 
registering the revolutions of a tread-wheel as far as to the 
number of 10,000, which will comprise a period of one 
week's to two weeks' performance of a wheel of five feet 
diameter, which is the most general dimension, t The instru- 
ment is represented by the following diagram. 




The diameter of the dial is about nine inches, but which 



* By locking up one fly-sbutter, or restraining its play, or by the contrary, 
the degree of resiitanre may be easily increased or diminished. 

t At Beccles house of correction, the tread- wheel is applied to pumping, 
and 18 provided both with a fly-regulator and a dial register. 

X ^ould this instrument receive the general adoption to which its import- 
ance ^titles it, Mr. Bate feels confident that it may be made smaller at 
a very moderate price, perhaps for three pounds, including a socket to con- 
nect the axis of the instrument with that of the tread-wheel. 
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may be increased or otherwise at pleasure. Tiie internal 
machinery is so combined as to give to the longest hand of 
the dial a movement of one point or division of the scale on 
every revolution of the tread-wheel ; and when the longest 
hand has performed one entire revolution on the dial, or in 
other words, marked off 100 revolutions of the tread-wheel, 
the shortest hand will have made but one division, or one 
hundredth part of its revolution. In using the instrument, 
the two hands are set together at the first point of the scale, 
viz. at 100, and after a period of tread- wheel labour, the ob- 
server notes the point or division last passed over by the 
small hand, which in the diagram is represented to be 4,100 ; 
to the number thus read is to be added the number of revo- 
lutions indicated by the long hand, viz. 64, and the sum of 
these two numbers, 4,164, will be the exact amount of revo- 
lutions made by the tread-wheel during the interval of 
observation. 

This instrument may be connected with the axis of the tread- 
wheel, or with a shaft in the mill-house, or otherwise affixed 
in some convenient situation; the dial- plate being covered 
with a glass, it would be open to the inspection of the miller 
as well as the governor ; and for the satisfaction of all parties, 
the indices or hands of the instrument might be under lock and 
key. The instrument then becomes a most accurate means of in- 
dicating to the miller the velocity he is giving to the tread- 
wheels, as well as of proving to tlie governor the regularity 
of his performances. To the governor it indicates the rate 
of. labour imposed on his prisoners at any hour, or at the 
end of the day's work, with which he will be enabled to 
calculate with precision the amount of individual labour for 
each class for the day, and enter the same in the register- 
book.^ And lastly, the instrument serves to point out to the 



* To do this, it is necessary first to ascertain the number of stepping- 
boards upon the tread- wheel, and multiply the same by the number of revo- 
lutions as indicated by the <Ual ; then to divide the product by the time (in 
hours and minutes) during which the wheel has been at work ; the quotient 
will be the rate in steps per minute at which the class has worked the wheeL 
Suppose, for example, that the tread-wheel has twenty-four steps upon its 
circumference, that in the course of twenty minutes the indices of the instru- 
ment shewed that the tread-wheel had made forty revolutions, and that the 
governor was desirous of ascertaining the rate in steps per minute at which the 
prisoners had been working the wheel : multiplying 24 by 40, and dividing 

24 X 40 
by 20 minutes, — — — the quotient will be 48, which is the rate required. 

In the same manner, if at the close of a day, in which the tread-wheels have 
been kept at work during 8 houts, the hands of the instrument indicate 960 
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Tisiting magistrate the general work performed in the interyab 
during his visits. * 

Thus provided with the means of measuring and regidating 
the daily quantity of labour, it is presumed that little danger 
can remain of the tread-mill becoming an instrument of injury 
to the health of prisoners ; or that the. superintendence of 
this kind of employment will be regarded with less interest 
than any other part of prison economy. With a view of in- 
suring a regular and correct account of this important part of 
the discipline of a prison, it is particularly recommended that 
the governor shoidd be required, agreeably to the foregoing 
observations, to keep a register of the daily amount of tread- 
wheel labour performed. It is a valuable principle, in the 
government of prisons, that all important details and oc- 
currences should be clearly and correctly recorded, that in any 
ease of necessity authentic statements may be immediately 
within reach, for the information, or for the justificatioB, 
of the parties concerned. The following form is proposed 
for a register for this purpose, in which the daUy amount 
of individual labour may be recorded, and which, with 
the surgeon's report, and other accounts, may be regularly 
laid before the Committee of magistrates visiting the prison. 

revolutions — ^multiplying 24 into 960s=23,040, and dividing by 480 minutes 

(equal to 8 hours), we have ' « 48 steps per minute, the average rate 
for the day. 

* Suppose, after an interval of six days, the following entries occur in the 
governor's daily Reg^ter under the head of " Mean velocity of the Tre^- 
wheel," at a time when the wheel is at work ten hours per day, which it is 
an object to verify by the instrument : — ^viz, 

1st Day 48 eight-inch steps per minute. 

2nd 5Q. . . .do do. 

3rd 46. . . . do do. 

4U1 .•....*..•..*....,.• 44. ... uO. .•• «..•*• QO. 

5th 44. ... do do. 

6th 48.... do do. 

Setting ten hours on the Sliding Scale to 48 steps, the first day's mean 
velocity, read off the number of feet to which the eight-inch index points ; 
proceeding with the rest in the same manner, we have, 

Total General Labonr per Day. 

1st Day 10 Hours 48 steps » 19,200 feet. 

2nd 50 =20,000 

3rd 46 = 18,400 

4th 44 = 17,600 

5th 44 = 17,600 

6th 48 = 19,200 

112,000 
Which sum bdng divided by the number of feet the circumference of the 
tread-wheel measures, suppose 16, will give 7000 as the number of revolutions 
wMch the hands of the instrument should indicate to the visitor- 
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.„. 


of 
Clw. 


General 
labonr 


VropmUoD in 
ll» workti the 
IMdingUPrl- 


MeuiYcloclly 
of the Tresd- 
wti^M^I in (elBhl) 
inch itcpi per 


lndlddasl 
Uhour Id 

IHI of 

the Day. 


olWork 

<lune, 
q™.iiy or 

iifConi 

!.-onnd, &c. 


by Uiv Rnlci. 


Dee. 

20tti 
Feb. 
20th 
Jime 
20th 


N=l.* 


7 Hmirs. 

8 Hours. 
10 Hours. 


13-17ths OD. 

13-iy. 

13-21. 


SlBteps. 

50 steps. 
44 steps. 


11,001) 
11,000 
11,000 






Dec 

20th. 
Feb. 
20th. 

20th 


MiHte- 
N°l. 


7 Hours. 

BHOUTB. 
lOHoDTB. 


Wh«L holding 
9-13H18 0I1. 
10-16. 

10-ia. 


51 st*ps. 
SO steps. 

45 steps. 


10,000 
10,000 
10,000 







The snbject of diet is one of very great importance in re* 
ference to this description of prison tabonr. The dietaries 
which had been previously in nae with the former sedentary 
employments, were generally increased on the introduction 
of the tread-mill. That the subject may be placed in the 
most practical point of view, copies of the several dietaries 
in use are hero inserted : oh a careful comparison of their 
contents, it is scarcely possible to refrain from the inference, 
that if the allowances in some instances are adequate, in others 
there must be a danger of insuEGciency. Some uniformity in 
this important subject is absolutely necessary; and it is 
hoped tuat the publicatioD of preceding dietaries will promote 
this desirable object. 

Next to an adequate supply of nutritions food, may he 
mentioned the importance of securing a free circniation of 
fresh air to the prisoners whilst at work on the wheels. Seve- 
ral instances have occnrred of prisoners suffering much from 
exhaustion in consequence of the tread-wheels being placed in 
roomswhich,thoaghapparently well ventilated, harenot proved 
sufficiently so, when occupied by a number of men one beside 
the other, in continued exertion. The position of the prisoners 
on the >rheels, in general, obliges them to breathe in the 
upper part of the room, to which the heated air and exhala- 
tions naturally ascend. In these cases, it is very necessary that 
proper ventilators should be placed in the cieJinga ; windows 
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or open gratings, however large, in the front walls, being often 
found insnflBcient. At Northallerton, where the tread-wheels 
are constmcted in chambers, a strong open trellice has been 
substituted for the closed boards over the tread-wheels, 
which has proved very advantageous in allowing a free cir- 
culation of air immediately fronting the faces of the prisoners 
at work. The best position for the tread-wheels is undoubt- 
edly in the open air, provided with proper sheds ; and near 
the day-rooms of the prisoners, in order that in severe 
weather they may avoid being exposed to its effects, when 
obliged to remain at rest during the time of relay. 

A patent for certain improvements in the tread-mill 
has been recently granted to Mr. Hase, engineer, of Sax- 
thorpe, near Aylsham, Norfolk; the particulars of which 
will very shortly be made public, for the information of ma- 
gistrates. These improvements evince much ingenuity, and 
appear likely to prove of great advantage, especially in the 
construction of tread-mills, for a limited number of prisoners. 
The patentee in his mill substitutes, in the place of the 
common hand-rail by which the prisoners hold themselves on 
the wheel, a revolving cylindric wheel of a small diameter. 
By means of this revolving hand-rail, the prisoners work 
with their hands at the same time that their feet are in 
motion, and thus a more general exercise is given to the body. 
It is also contrived that the height of the steps in the same 
tread-wheel shall be capable of being varied, according as it 
may be desired to impose a lighter or heavier rate of labour ; 
for example, from 8 inches to 7 inches, &c. By these very 
simple means, the labour for a day will be capable of a very 
considerable variation: thus, at the tread-mill in Bodmin- 
gaol, for example, the rate of labour stands in the Table (8th 
column) at 11,300 feet, with a velocity of 44 steps of nine 
inches ; in this case, if the height of the steps be reduced to 
seven inches, and the other details remaining the same, the 
rate of labour for the day would be lowered from 11,300 to 
8750 feet ascent ; if to seven and a half inches, it would be 
9,400 feet; and if to eight inches, 10,000 feet. These, and 
some other contrivances, are combined in this machine; 
which, when carried into effect, will afford an opportunity of 
ascertaining their practical utility. A tread-mill of this de- 
scription is now erecting at Walsingham bridewell, under the 
superintendence of Mr. Hase. 
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AN ACCOUNT, 

SHOWING THE 

DISTRICTS, LIBERTIES, CITIES, TOWNS, AND BOROUGHS 

IN ENGLAND, 

Which have local or separate Jurisdictions for the Trial of 
Criminal or other O (lenders; the Number of Sessions held 
in the Year; the Description of the Prisons; the Number of 
Persons confined during the Year, and the greatest Number 
at one time ; * also the Funds by which the Prisons and Pri- 
soners are supported ; and the extent of the Jurisdictions. 



From this Statement it appears, that in England there are 
170 Local Jurisdictions, which contain 160 separate Prisons. 
Of these only IS are included in the Statute of 4 Geo. 4. for 
Consolidating and Amending the Laws for the Regulation of 
Gaols and Houses of Correction; and consequently 142 of 
these Prisons are not affected by its beneficial provisions. 

* Where it has not been practicable to procure the Return of Prisoners, &c. 
for the last twelve months, tlie Numbers have been taken from the Parliament 
tary Returns lately published. 
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the Districts, LibertieB, Cittes, Towns, tai 



Plicri. 


w 


Daaipliin o/Priiofit. 


1- -i 


BEDFORDSHIRE. 

Tbwn of Bedford 




Common Gaol fcnlarged in 1B2I) cooaiats o 
four divisions or rlaisea, with BRporate yards, ant 
keeper's house in the ccnCre, hsTing inBpertion 
into the ysjda. 

Pee Appendii to Rrport, IB21. 


33 


BERKSHIRE. 

Borough of Aliingdon.. 
TownofMHidcDlkeid... 
BoroDgfa of Newbury. . 

Borough of Re.diBg.... 

Borough oFWalliiigrbrd 
Borough of New Wmdso 
TownorWokin^liam .. 






: 

47 

22! 

? 


One room. 

Gaol and house of rorrection. Thrcp rooms 
No yard. 

S^ Apremlix to this Report. 

Gnoliuulhoiiseofcorrectioa. Ten crUb. Thive 
small yards. Enlarged in 1821. 

Sec Appendix to this Report. 






BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

Borough HniipHrish of 1 
BuckiDglmni / 

Borongh of CLippingI 
Wvcorohe / 






\ 






Gaol and house of corrwlion. Two day celii 
rwo night cells 


CAMBRI1)(JESH1RE. 

Town of Cambridge. . . . 




Gaol. Three wards or classes. Three yards 
Fifteen rells. 

House of correction, fSpinning house) chiefly 
for disorderly women and vagrants. 

See Appendii to Reports, 1831 and 1822. 


m 

38 
61 




House of correction, rebuilt in 1B2I 

See Appendix to BepoH. 1821 and 1823. 


CHESHIRE. 

City of Chester. 

(Included in Schedule 

to Act 4 Geo. 4.) 

Borough of Congletoo, , 


12 




41 
i 




See Appendix, 

Common gsol. Tn'o cells for criminals. Ow 
room for debtors. No keeper's house. 


CORNWALL. 

Borough of BDilDi;d. . . . 
Town of Falmouth 

Boroogb flud Parish of 1 
Fawey / 






i 


Common gaol. Two roomB abort 10 fed 
square. One yard. 

See Appendix to Reports, 1320 and 1821. 










^ 


1 
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Borong^ io Eagluid, which have local or eepanin Jurisdictions, &e. 



<s & V 

ll| 

8 



<; 



FkuAf by which the Pritom m»d Prisoners 
are supported. 



J2 



.Bftte on the Town. Priaonen are al- 
lowed a portion of their earnings. 



2 



17 

1 

14 



Rate on the Borough. 

The building supported by the Corporar 
tion. The prisoners by county rate. 
Funds of the Corporation. 



Jurisdictidn^ as to Comnuttals to County 
Prisons f and as to Capital Offenders. 



Jurisdiction extends to trial of capital 
offenders. No prisoners are committed to 
County gaol. 



The building supported by the Borough 
ftmds. The prisoners by the county rate. 
Prisoners supported by Corporation funds. 



Prisoners are committed to County gaol. 
Ditto. 

Capital offenders are sent to County gaol. 
Ditto. 



Felons and misdemeanants are com- 
mitted to the County gaol. 
Capital offenders are sent to County gaol 

The jurisdiction extends to trial of caj^tal 
offenders, but the prisoners are usually 
tried at the County sessions. 



7 
3 



Expenses paid out of the poor rates. . 
I 



Felons are committed to the County gaol. 



25 
22 



15 
20 



A distinct rate on the town*. 



Public rates of the Isle. 



Spedal cases of felony are sent to the 
County gaol, at the expense of the cor- 
poration. 



Jurisdiction extends to capital oflfenoes. 
Debtors only are sent to the County gaol. 



28 
21 



The prisoners supported by the City 
rates. The buildings by the Corporation 
funds. 

Funds of the Corporation, and contribute 
to the County-rate. 



Jurisdiction extends to capital offences. 
No prisoners sent to County gaol. 

Convicted prisoners and vagrants are 
sent to the County prison. 



Rata on the town. 



Felons and misdemeanants are com- 
mitted to the County gaol. 

No prisoners tried widiin the last seven 
years. 
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Placet, 



CORNWALL— <ro«liiw«^d 
Borough of Launoeston 



Borough of Liskeard. 
Borough of East Looe 

Borough of West Looe 
Borough of Penryn . 

Town of Penzance . . 

Borough of St. lyes . 

Borough of Saltash . 
Borough of Tregony 

Borough of Truro • . 

Borough of HellcBton 



CUMBERLAND. 
City of Carlisle. 



5^ .« 



2 
1 



4 

4 

4 

4 
1 



D&criptwn ofPrisom, 



Common gaoL Two rooms 

Gaol. Two rooms about 16 feet square, 
Darkhouse gaol. Three rooms > 

Ditto. Two cells. , 

Common gaoL Two rooms 

Common gaol. Two rooms .••.. 

Common gaol. One small room 

Common gaol. Three rooms '.. . 

One room, 9 feet square 



Common gaol. Two rooms on ground floor. 
Two rooms above. 
Common gaol. One room 



None 






1 



3 
14 



DERBYSHIRE. 
Borough of Derby , 



Gaol. Two classes. Two yards ; eight rooms 
and cells. 

House of correction, (rebuilt or enlarged in 
1821.) 

See Appendix to this Report. 



91 
18 



DEVONSHIRE. 

City of Exeter 

(Included in Schedule 
to Act 4 Geo. 4.) 

Borough of Barnstaple. . 

Borough, Town, and*) 
Manor of Bideford j 

Borough and liberty") 
of Bradnlnch / 

Borough of Clifton,*) 
DartmouUi, Hartness J 

Borough of Oakhampton 

Borough of Plymouth . . 



2 
4 
4 



Gaol and house of correction, l^ht classes, 
each having a separate day-room and yard under 
inspection « . 

See Appendix to this Report 

Gaol. One room 4 . 

House of correction. Two rooms 

Debtor's prison. One room 

Gaol. Two rooms 

House of correction. Two rooms 

Debtors' prison. One room 

Gaol and house of correction. Tluree cells. . . 
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Y 
}■ 



Common gaoL Three rooms. 



4 
4 



Common gaoL Two rooms 

GaoL Four rooms, five cells, one yard. 

House of Correction 

See Appendix, 1821 and 1823. 



45 
132 



Borough of Flympton 
Earle 



} 



One room, 10 feet square 
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I 

: m England, which have local or separate Jurisdictions, &c. — conUnued. 






FSinds, by which ihe Prisons and Prisoners 
are supported. 



I 

2 



••••<• 



':} 



Funds of the Corporation. 



Supported by the Borough 

Supported by the Borough 

Prison supported by the Corporation, 
and the prisoners by poor rates. 

Prison supported by the Corporation, 
and the pnaioen by town rate. 

Prison supported by the Corporation, 
and the prisoners by town rate. 

Funds of Corporation 



Funds of Corporation 

Revenues of Borough lands. 



Jurisdiction, as to Committak to County 
Prisons, and as to Capital Offenders, 



Funds of the Corporation. 



34 

7 
3 



2 
19 



Prison supported by the Corporation, 
and the prisoners by Uie city rates. 



Prison supported by the Corporation. 
Prisoners by me parish. 



Ditto 



Poor's rates. 



Corporation fiinds 



Corporation funds 

Corporation funds and poor rates, also 
contribute to the Coonf^ rates. In the 
house of correction the pnsoners are aQow- 
e^ a portion of their earnings. 

Corporation funds. 



Capital oflfenders are committed to the 
County gaol. 
Prisoners are conunitted to County gaoL 

Prisoners, except for very slight offences, 
are sent to County gaol. 
Ditto. 

Caidtal offenders are sent to the County 
gaoL 
Ditto. 

Cajntal offenders are sent to the County 
gaol. 
Ditto. 

Prisoners of ail descriptions are com- 
mitted to County gaol. 

Ditto. No sessions held in the Borough 
for the last seven years. 

Ditto. 



Prisoners are eommitted to County gaol. 



Jurisdiction extends to trial of cajntal 
offenders, but such prisoners have usually 
been conmiitted to the County gaol. 



Jurisdiction extends to trial of capital 
offenders. No prisoners are sent to the 
County gaol. 



Capital offenders are sent to the County 
gaoL 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 



Ditto. 

Capital offenders are sent to County gaol. 
Ditto. 



Ditto. 



N 
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t 


Number of 

Sessions 
in the Year, 


Diseripthn of Pftsons, 


1*1 


bEVONSHIRR— <ron«»i«€rf. 
SoroBjl^ and Parish of i 
Soatli Molton .... J 

Hberty of T^v^n 

Borongfa of Great Tw-I i 
riDgton J 

Befdnffh of Tot&os . . 


4 

4 • 
4 

• 


riAmTnnn onnl. Thrfifi cells ,-,--- 


4 

10 
1 

15 


tlarA. Twvi ci^IIa Anil a IcitrK^n 


ffniiiJo r\f mrrtH^Mvn. Sir f*f>l1ll •. «.^..... 


Hou^ of correction, enlarged in 1821 

See Appendix, 1821 

Comtoon mol. Two rooms ••••..•... 


• i 




i 


DORSETSHIRE. 
BiHt>iig)i &f Bridpbrt . . . 

Borough of Dorchester 
Borbiigh of Shaftsimry . 

Borough of Lyme Regis. 

Towirand Coimty of Pook 

Borough of Wareham . . 

Bbrbiigli'fknd Towi^ or\ 

Weymouth an^ Mel- > 

• combe 'Regis J 


1 

2 . 

4 • 

4 - 

1 
1 * 


Common saoL Two rooms 


None. 

I^ck-up house. Two' rooms fbr temporary 
confinement. 

Common mol. Tid^A rooms '.....•• 


Gaol and house of correction, five rooms 

See Appendix to Report, 1821. 

A lock-up house for temporary confinement.. . 

A lAclc-iin hAimp of turn rnmns.. ............ 


42 






DURHAM. No return. 


— 




— , 




ESSEX. 
Bofougfa 6f€otehe8ter..r 

Borough of Harwich . . . 

'.. • ■• . - • > 
" Liberty of Havering-at-\ 
te-Bower (Romford) J 

Town of Saffi-on Walden 


4 

1 

* k 

4 

• 

4 
4 


Gaol, hoilse of correefion, and debtors' prison, 
eight rooms. ^ 
8n*. Appendix, 1821. 
Gaol and house of correction. Three rooms. 

Cbmihon ffaol. Four rootts ,', , v. .. » -*- » - - »v 


103 
23 


hflol. Two rtWttiS ftftfl iiifitrti^r^^T .,.».,,- 


House of correction, four rooms (rebuilt in 1819.) 
;See Ai^etidix, 1820. 


'GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

Ci^ of Gloucester 

(Included in Schedule 
to Act 4 Geo. 4.) 

Borough of Tewkesbury 


4 

I 
4 


'^!?&ol.'ftMir dftsses. .%•.•.*.'.•. » - - %*- - -,'• - -•-'--^t -- 


51 
237 

60 


TTmise of corrw*tion. two classes. ........... 


See A^ipendix, .1821, 1822, and 1823. 

Gaol, house of correction, and penitentMtty, 
four rodms, ,two yards. , 
See Ateendix, i?20^ 182J, and 1^22, 


HAMPSHIRE. 

Borough of Portsmouth 
(Included in Schedule 
to Act 4 Geo. 4.) 


4 


^abl and house of correctiptui:. ..'•••••••'... 


472 


See Appendix to thu Report. 

■ 
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M £iigIaBd^ Whiish have local sir separate JvrisdktkHis, &c.— confmtNad. 

II 



n-ghi-MT •> 



12 
5 

1 



Fundtj by which ike PHam» 
are supported. 



Jurisdiction^ as to ComnUUmls to County 
Prisons, and as to Capital Offenders, 



The buUding ^ the Corporation. M- Capital oflfenders are sent to County giol. 
soners by the parish officers. 

Prisoners are alloved part of their earn- 
ings. 
Poor's rate •. 



Corporation funds, and contribute to 
County rate. 



Capital offenders are sent to County gaoL 

Prisoners, except for petit )areeityand 
common assaults, are sent to the County 
gaol. 



Prisoners are supported by the town 
rates. The building by the Corporatipn. 
Thefiorough also contributes to the County 



rate. 



•••••• 



12 



Prison by Corporation. Prisoners by 
County rates. 
Rate on the inhabitants 



County rate. 
Ditto 



Felons and misdemeanants are sent to 
County gaol. 

Jurisdiction extends to trial o£ capital 
offimces. No prisoners sentto County gaol. 

Prisoners are sent to County gaoL 

Ditto. 



Felons and misdemeanants ai8 tent to 
the County gaol. 



19 



Corporation fiinds and rate onthe town. 



lUte on the town 



Ditto... 



8 



Parish rates. 



^m k 



Capital offenders are sent to Comity gsol. 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 

Capital offenders are sent to County 
gaol, but jurisdiction extends to trial of 
capital offenc^. 



23 
22 

10 



The. prisooess •«» ^mpportsd by lihe 
parish. Their eamings are paid to the 
parish. 



.r' 



S5 



Rate on the Borough. 



Capital ofienders are sent to C«itnty 
gaoL 



N« 
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i 




DatcripHone/Prhom. 


Vj 


HAMPSHiRR— eo««H-«f. 

aon»ig:h.iml Town oft 

1 Town of B^ismg^toki.'. . . 

Boroi^h of Newport,! 
intheUeolWiBlit/ 

Town of Ramte}-, infrn 

Town nnd Coiinly oQ 
the Town of South- ^ 


4 
4 
2 

3 




SO 
IS 
48 


Common gaol. Rve cells, two BmnU ynrd». .. 

See AppcndU to this Report 
Gnol, house of correclion, and debtors' prison 
Enlarged in 1821. 

See Appcndiv, 1821 and 1823. 




U 
18 
3 






City of Winchester 


Sec AppentKi to this Report. 


Sec Apperidui to this Report. 


HEREF0B1>SH1RE. 
City of Hereford 

Boroiipli of I.*o minster. 


3 


Common gaol. Five rooms, two yards 

None. 


9 


HERTFORDSHIRE. 

Borough of Hertford , . , 
Uberty of St. Albans. .. 
BorougbufSt. Albana.. 


4 
4 
4 


None. 

Common gaol. Sii cells and two day-rooms 

."ice Appendix, 1031. 

and two rooms for deliloFB. 


11 
97 


HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 


4 


None. 


- 


KENT. 

GtyofCHnterburv 

(Included in Schedule 
to Act 4 Geo. 4.) 
Town sndPnriah of Den 
Town and Port of Dover 
Toitn of FaTCraham .... 
TownofFoUtcslonc... 
Town of Foninich .... 
Town and Port oFHythe 
Town and PnrlBh ofl 
Maidstone / 

Bormigli of &reen-"l 
l^foaet" J 


2 

1 
2 
2 

2 




52 

63 

31 

va 
a 

107 




See Appendix to this Report. 


Common gnol. Six classes. Lately rebuilt . . 




House of correction, two cells, and a large yird 
Gaol and bouse of correilion. Sii rooms. .... 
Coiumoa gaol. 

Gflol and house of correction. Three pooms., . 
Gaol. Three rooms. 12 feet square. One yard 
House of correction, (rebuilt in 1319) four 
rooms. 
See Appendii, 1820, 1821, and 1822- 
G«ol nnd bouse of correcbon. Two rooms. . . . 
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III 



20 

3 
I 10 



9 

7 

10 



23 

7 

17 



FUndSf by which the Prisons and Prisoners 
are supported. 



Parish rates. 



CorpovBtioii fondB and poorrates> and 
also contribute to Count3F^rate. 
County rate on the Isle. ••••• 



L 



) 



Rate on the Inhabitants. 
Ditto 



Funds of the Corporation 



Rate on the Inhabitants 
Ditto 



Jurisdiction^ as to CommitteJs to CotuUf 
Prisons, and as to Capital (Renders, 



Capital offenders are sent to the County 
gaol. 

: Ditto. 
Ditto. 



Jurisdiction extends to trial for^ petit 
larceny and misdemeanors. 

Jurisdiction extends to trial of capital 
offenders, but they are usually sent to 
County gaol. 

Capital offenders are sent to the County 
gaol. 



Capital offenders are sent to the County 
gaol. 



Capita] offenders are4sent to the County 
gaol. 

Capital offenders are sent to the County 
gaol. 



9 
11 

I 13 

40 
22 

7 



24 
12 



Rate on the town . 

Ditto.... 

Ditto 



-•{ 



Jurisdiction extends to trial of ci^tal 
offenders. No prisoners are. sent to tiie 
County gaol. 

eJurisdiction extends to trial' of capital 
offenders, but they are usually sent to 
County gaol. 

Ditto. 



Rate on the town 



Corporation funds 



Ditto. 

Jurisdiction extends to trial for misde- 
meanors and assaults only. 



Felons are sent to the County gaol. 
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Placa. 


hi 


DcicripHoit of Prit^. 






KENT— ™n(i>.u^</. 
City of Rochester 


* 


Gaol. Six rooms, one yard, and two roonu 


}■- 

1 

3 








See Appends, )H20, 1821, 1S22, and 1823. 
Giiol and house of correction. Three rooms. . 




Town flod Port ofNow) 
R^mney / 

Town toA Port of \ 
Snndwich J 

Town and Hondred on 
TBQterden / 


3 








See Appendix, 1U2I, 
Repaired in lg2I. 
Gaol and house of corrcetion. Two rooms.. . . 










LANCASHIRE. 

Borough of Liverpool . . 

(Included ia SchiMltile 

to Act 4 Geo. 4.) 

Borough of Lsncaiter . . 

Borough of Preston 


4 


besides debtors. 


m 


1 


None. 

Common gaol. Three roomfl; for lemporaiy 


- 




LEICESTERSHIRE. 

Boroiiali of Leicester. . . 

(Included in Schedtile 

to Act 4 Geo. 4.) 


3 




y. 








Sec Appcndii, 1321 and 1823. 




LINCOLNSHIRE. 

aiy of Lincoln, and"! 

County of the City / 

(Includfd In Schedule 

to Art 4 Geo. 4.) 

Borough of Boston 

Borough and Soke of I 
Grantham / 

Borough and Libcnicgl 
ofGreatGrinisby . / 

Townoflfluth 

Borough of Sumlord... 


2 

4 

4 
4 


Gaol and house of correction. Sis claases, with 
Sec Appendix, 1822. 

Gaol and house of correcEion. Eight classes 
Fooryards.andtwowark-rooniB. Rcbuiltin ItttB 
See Appendix, 1821. 


fa 
2*r 

IS 




Gaol itnd house of correction . Three roans. . 




Gnol and hon»e of correcliao. Seven roonu 
wd cells, one yard. Utely enlarved. 


3} 
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in E^land, which have local or separate Jurisdictioiif, &o.^— eantmtud. 






F\tnds, by which the Prison^ and Prisoners 
are tupp<irted. 



Jurisdiction^ as to Comm^ah to County 
Prisons^ and as to Capital Offenders, 



223 

6 
1 

12 
4 



Ditto 



Funds of the Corporation 



Prison belongs to the Crown. Prisoners 
supported by rate on the town. 



Funds of Corporation 



tforisdiction extends to trial of capita 
afenc^ersy but such prisoners kave usually 
been ^ent to Coimty gaol. 

Jitf isdiction extends to fjrial of capita] 
offenqers. 

Ditto. The prisoners are not sent tc 
County gaol. 

Ditto. 



The magistrates have not the power to 
send prisoners to the County gtolj 



« ' ..- r ■ ^« 



145 



62 



Prisoners are usually sent to, Lancaster 
Castle for trial. 



Prisoners are committed to the County 

gaol. 



Rate on the Borough, 



No prisoners are sent to the. poimty 
gaol. 



12 



Rate on the Inhabitants 



No prisoners are sent to County gaol. 



16 



The prison built by the Corporation. 
The Borough contributes to the County gaol 
rate. The prisoners are allowed a portion 
of their earnings. 

Rate on the Borough 



Capital offenders are sent to the County 



13 



Prison supported by the Corporation, 
Prisoners by rate on the Borough. 

County rate 

County rate 



Ditto. 

Offences exceeding petit larceny sent to 
the County gaol. 

Prisoners are sent to the County gaol. 

Jurisdiction extends to the trial of capital 
offienders, but the prisoners are sent to thel 
County gaol. | 
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Plam. 


til 
P- 


Dacriptim if Priietii. 


5*j 


MIDDLESEX. 

Citj of London 

(Included in Act 
4 Geo. 4.) 

City and liberty of 1 

(Included iu Art 
4 Geo. 4.) 




Giltspur Street. Common prison for fjrrt re- 


215 

■mi 


Ditto. Honse of correction. Three claaseB. . . 

See AppendU, 1323 and 1B33. 

TotluU Helda, gaol, house of correction, nnd 


See Appendix, 1S2I, 1822, and 1823. 


NORFOLK. 
City sod Connty of \ 

Norwich / 

(Included in Schedule 

to Act 4 Geo. 4.) 

BoToogh of King's Lynn 

Town and Borough of"! 
Great Yarmoutli ... J 

Borough of Thetford .. , 






IBS 

2S 

91 

21 

i 


House of correction, enlarged in lb21 

See Appendis, 1821 and 1*122. 

one yard. 
See Appendix, 1821. 




See Appendix, 1821 and 1823. 




NDRTHAMKnJNSHlRF. 

BoroQgbofDawutry... 

Town of Northampton., 
liberty of Peterborough 






1: 

32 








House of correction. Six cellB, one yard, one 


See Appendix, 1822. 


NORTHUMBERLAND. 

Town and County of) 
Ncwcaalle-unon-'rynp J 
(Included iuSchcdul 
SpAct4G™.4.) 

Borough (if Eermcli-\ 
"P0n-Twe«l ) 








House of correction. Three rooms, seven cells, 


and 1823. 

Commongaol. Two chisses. No yard 

See Appendix to this Report. 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 
Town iind County of Ihcl 

'(Indudod'in^hXl 
to Act 4 Geo. 4-) 

Borough of Newark 1 




Gaol. Fifteen rooms and cells. Three classes 


163 

loss 

120 


Enlarged in 1822. 

See Appendix, 1B21, 1822 and 1823. 


upoo-Trent | 
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F\tnd8, by which the Prisoru and Prisoners 
are supported. 



-79 
54 

192 



42 
37 



13 



21 
9 



1 

17 

5 
10 



Jurisdiction, as to Committais to Countj^ 
Prisons^ and as to Capital OfftenderM^ 



In the house of correction the prisoners 
are allowed a portion of their earnings. 



Jurisdiction extends to trial of caintal 
offenders. 

Jurisdiction extends to trial of capital 
offenders. 



Rate on the Borough 



The expenses of the gaol are borne by 
the Marquis of Exeter. The house of cor- 
rection and the prisoners by a rate. 



Jurisdiction extends to trial of capital 
offenders, but such prisoners are sent to 
the County gaol. 



Prisoners are committed to County gaol. 



51 
40 

16 



Rate on the Inhabitants. 



No prisoners sent to County gaol. 



The house of correction prisoners receive 
a part of their earnings. 



Jurisdiction extends to trial of ca{Hta] 
offenders, but such prisoners are sent to 
the County gaol. 



4G 
88 



Rate on the Inhabitants. In the house 
of correction prisoners arc allowed part of 
their earnings. 

Expenses of the gaol defrayed by the 
Borough. The prisoners supported by the 
County rate. 



Jurisdiction extends to trial of capital 
offenders. No prisoners sent to County 
gaol. 

Capital offenders are sent to the County 
gaol. 
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UamNGMAMSIllRE- 

Borough of East Retford 

Liberty of Siiulliwcin 

and Scrooby J 






Commoa f^aol and house of ci 
Conunon gaol. Two cells , . . . 



CommoD gaol. Two cells 

Gaol and bouse of correction. Pjght re 
Ihirty-two Blffipiag cells, four yards. 
See Apjvndii (o this Report. 



RUTLANDSHIRE. 

No return. 



SHROPSHIRE. 

Borough of Bishop's 1 
CasUe J 

Town and Liberties of 
Bridgnorth _ 



A place of temporary confinement. One rt 
A place of temporary confLoemonL Two to< 



Town of Lndlow . . 



3ugh of Ofiwcstry. .. 



SOMERSETSHIRE. 

City of Bristol and "1 

County of Brialot. . J 

(Included in Schedule 



Borough of Axbridge . , 



Borough and Parish of ^ 



Keeper's bpusc, built 1H21. 
S«e Appendix, 1K21. 
Gaoliindhuu»eofcorrectioa. Two re 



New gaol, completed in lg2(l. Four double 
radiatiojf buUdia^, keeper's house ia c 
rwclve separate classes. Two hundred Bleeping 

See Appendix, 1B21 and 1822. 



Cammon gaol. Two n 



Common gaol. Four deputmepbt . . 
Common gaol. No classes 
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• 
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F^nds, by which the Prisom and Prisoners 
are supported. 


JurisHctiony as to Committalt to County 
Prisons, a*id as to Capital Offenders, 




— 














- 




t 


11 

3 

3 
29 


Expenses defrayed by the Borough .... 

The gaol by the Corporation. The pri- 
soners by the parish. The Borough con- 
tributes to the Ck>unty rate. 

Rate on the Citv • 


Capital offenders are sent to Coonty gaoL 

Jurisdiction extends to trial of capital 
offenders, but all prisoners are committed 
to the Cojunty gaol. 




No prisoners are sent to Coonty. gaoL 
Jurisdiction extends to trial of capital 
offenders. 














— > 


















All prisoners are committed to County 
gaol. 

The jurisdiction extends to capitall 
offenders, but all prisoners are tried at the 
County assizes. 




10 
4 


Rate on the town 








Snecial rate on the Boroucrh 


Prisoners are committed to Coonty gaol 
by virtue of a Charter. 




















• 

164 

• • • • * • 
2 


Funds sf the Coruoration 


No prisoners sent to County gaoL Juris- 
diction extends to trial of capital offenders. 

Felons and misdemeanants committed to 
County gaol. 

Felons sent to County gaol. 

Capital offenders, and for grand larceny, 
are sent to the County gaol. 




Prison supported by the Borough funds. 
Prisoners by parish rate. Contributes to 
the County rate. 
■ Funds of the Corooration 




Funds of the Corporation. The Borough 
contributes to County rate. 
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Piaces, 



SOMERSETSHIRE— 
cmUinued, 
Town and Corporation! 
of Glastonbory . . . j 

City or Borough of Wella 



>unty of "I 
in Schedule 



STAFFORDSHIRE, 
^^r and County 
Litchfield. 
(Indnded 
to Act 4 Geo. 4.) 

Town of Newcastle-l 
nnder*Lyne / 

Borough of Walsall .... 

Borough of Tamworth . . 



SUFFOLK. 
Borough of Ipswich .... 

Borough of Bury Saintl 
Edmund*s j 

Borough of Aldborough. 

Borough of Dunwich . . . 

Borough of Eye 

Borough of Southwold. . 

Borough of Sudbury. • . . 

Borough of Orford 



SURREY. 
Town and Borough of 
Southwark 



} 



Town of Guildford .... 

Town and Liberty of 
Kingston-upon-Tnames 



Ill 



4 
4 



4 

4 



1 
1 



2 
4 



} 



4 
2 



DescripHim o/Pritoni. 



Sl 






None. 
None. 



Gaol and house of correction. Three .«laflBes . . 



Common gaol. Four cells, and a small |»i80o 
for debtors. 

Common gaoL Two rooms 

None 



Gaol and house of correction. Twenty-two 

eells. Five classes 

See Appendix, 1821 and 1823. 

None • 



None. 
None. 
Common gaol. Three rooms. Lately erected, 

Gaol and house of correction. Two rooms . . . 

Common gaol Four rooms 

None. 



32 



S2 
28 



1106 



Borough compter, gaol, and house of correc- 
tion, four classes, with separate yards 

See Appendix, 1821, 1822 and 1823. 
None. 

Common gaol, chiefly for debtors . • • . • 



2 
2 



1 1521 
19 



SUSSEX. 
City of Chichester 



r:.} 



Town and Port 
Hastings .... 

Town of Rye. . . . 

Town and Fort of Seaford 

Town of Winchelsca, . . . 



4 
4 

4 

4 
4 



Common gaol. Six cells 



Common gaol. Rebuilt in 1821 
See Appendix to this Report. 



Two rooms. 
One room., 



Common gaol. 

Common gaol. 

Gaol and house of correction. Two rooms, 
one yard. Rcpurcd in 1821. 



6 
15 

8 
6 
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Number 
at one time. 


• 

Funds, by which the Prisons and Prisoners 
are supported. 


Jurisdiction, as to Committals to County 
Prisons, and as to Capital Offenders. 


— 














18 

9 
9 


Expenses of the prison defrayed by the 
Corporation. The prisoners supported by 
a rate on the Inhabitants. 

Prison by Corporation. Prisoners by 
die parish. Contributes to County rate. 

Ditto 


Jurisdiction extends to trial of all of- 
fences. No prisoners sent to County gaol 

Capital offenders are sent to the Coantj 
gaol. 

Ditto. 




No criminals have been tried at thf 






Borough sessions for several years. 


30 


Rate on the Inhabitants • 


Jurisdiction extends to trial of all of- 




fences. No prisoners are sent to th( 
County gaol. 
Jurisdiction extends to capital offences. 


— 










No sessions held in the Borough for the 
last seven years. 

No prisoners have been tried within the 
last seven years. 

Felons are sent to the County gaol. Alsc 
vagrants. 

No prisoners have been tried within the 
last seven years. 


2 
2 


Funds of the Corporation 


Funds of the Corporation. The Borough 
contributes to the County rate. 






110 
19 




mt 






Corporation funds. Contribute to the 
County rate. 


Jurisdiction extends to trial of all of- 
fences, but the prisoners are sent to the 
County gaol. 


6 
5 

5 
1 




.Tiirisilintinn i*vtJ*nAa tn trinl nf nW nf- 




fences. 

Felons are committed to the County 
gaol. 

■ 














• 
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An AtMnntT, showing the Districta, Ltfoertiea, Citiea, ToWns, and 



Dtscription afPriiina. 



WARWICKSHIRE. 

City of CovoDtry 

(iDcIudi'd in SFhcdul 
to Act 4 Gpo.4.) 

BorOTigh oE StTBtfard-l 

Town of Sutton Coldfidd 
(lugh of W i 



Gnol. Two classes, o 



See Appcnda, 1B31. 



WESTMORLAND. 
Borough of Kirkbyinl 
KCQdHl / 



Part of the CounW house of 
.'hole priaoo is diviiied into hi classes or wards, 
irjlli separate yards, 

SOF Appencik, 1B21. 



WILTSHIRE. 

Borouffh incoqiorft 

of Devizes 

Borough imdTown 

Msrlboroiigh. ,. 
CityofNewSarum. 
Borough of Willoo. 



A suisll prisoa, used only Ri 



WORCESTERSHfRE. 
City of Worrsster. . , 

(lodMdcd in Schedule 
to Act 4 Geo. 4.) 
Borough of Bcwdlcy , . , 

Borougii of Droittcieh . 
Borough of Eveslmm . . 

Borough of Kidder-, 1 



Gnol and house of 



YORKSHIRE. 

Klngstoi 
(lochicied in Schedule 
10 Act 4 Geo. 4 ) 

City of York, and 
County of the City 
(lUEhided in Scbednle 
to Act 4 (!«>. 4.) 



B and eella. Four 



GaiJ. Four departmentB 

House of correction, lately rebuilt on tl 
diating plan, with inspectioD into yards. Four 
de, and two female classes. Thirty cells.. 
Sec Appendix, 1821 and 1B23. 
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8|| 



43 

28 



F\tHdSy hy which the Prisont and Prisoners 
are supported. 



Jurisdiction, as to Committals to County 
Prisons, and as to Capital Offenders, 



The Borough defrays the expenses of 
the prisoners. 



37 



Prisoners are committed to the County 
gaol. 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 



County rate. 



Rate on the Inhabitants 
allowed their earnings. 



Prisoners are 



The prison by the Corporation. The 
Borough contributes to the Coimty rftte. 



Rate on the Borough. 



None of the prisoners sent to County 
gaoL 

The jurisdiction extends to trial of all 
offences, but the prisoners are committed 
to the County gaol. 

Capital offends are sent to the County 
gaol. The jurisdiction extends to trial of 
all offences. 

No prisoners tried at the Borough 
sessions for the last seven years. 



53 

38 

24 
43 



The gaol is supported by the Corpora- 
tion. "Hie house oi correction by a County 



rate. 



In the house of correction prisoners are 
allowed a portion of their earnings. 
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An Account^ showing the Districts, Liberties, Cities, Towi», and BcMtnighd 



Places, 






Description ofPrisont, 



\ 






YORKSHIRE— c<w/iwwerf. 
Town of Beverley 

Idberty of Cawood,! 
Weston, and Oflcy, > 
in West Riding .... J 

Bomigfa and Soke ef 1 
Doncaster j 

Borough of Hedon 

Borough of Leeds 

Borough of Pontefract. . 

Borough of Richmond. . 

Borough and Libertyl 
ofRipon J 

Borough of Scarborough 

Liberty of Saint Peter\ 
ofYork J 

Borough of Knares- 1 
borotgh / 

Forest of Knaresborough 



Common gaol. Four rooms 



None. 



Common gaol. Four rooms, 13 feet square 

each. A yard, 28 feet by 16 feet 

This number is exclusive of vagrants. 
See Appendix, 1820, 1821 and 1823. 
One room in the town hall, 20 feet by 12 feet . 



74 



Common gaol. Twelve rooms 
See Appendix to this Report. 

None. 



Gaol and house of correction. Two rooms . • . 
Debtors' prison 

Gaol. One room 

House of correction, (lately erected) four day- 
rooms, with separate yards. Nine sleeping cells . 

Gaol. Four rooms 

House of correction. Three rooms ; no yard. 

See Appendix, 1821. 

Gaol and house of correction. Four rooms. . . 



Castle gaol, for debtors. One room 



Common gaol. Two rooms , 



} 



82 



1280 



} 
} 



20 



The total number of persons confined in the several local prisons described 
in the foregoing statement, in the space of one year, is upwards of sixteen 
thousand, exclusive of those in the prisons for 'temporary confinement only. 
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41 • 



Fkindt, by which the Prisons and Prisoners 

are supported. 

« . ■- 7 



Jurisdiction^ as to Committab to Comniy 
Prisons, and as to Capital Offenders, 



8 



Priaonen are allowed a part of their 
oamSiigk* ^ 



. » 



10 



48 



11 



10 
2 



Debtors and felons are committed to 
County giB4d. 



Piisoners are committed to the Comity 
gaol. 



Capital offenders are sent to the County 
prison. 



O 
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frelanli. 



SXTRACTS FROM THE REPORT OF THKINSFBGTORS 
GENERAL ON THE $TATE OF THE GAOLS, &c. 
OF IRELAND. 

(Ordered, 6y the Htnue of Commons, to be Ptinied, 14 May, 1823.) 

. Cfffice cf Intpectors Geiurdl of Prisons, 
ISIRy Fehrmry 26M, 1823. 

TaB 14di seotion of the Prison Act of the. last s^uon, 
'3 G. 4y 0. 64, having directed that the Inspectors General of 
Prisons should visit and report upon the state of the several 
classes of Prisons in Ireland, we have the honour to submit 
to you, for the information of His Excellency the Lord Lieu- 
tenant, our Reports accordingly; and previous to entering 
upon the statements connected with the prisons in the different 
counties within onr respective districts, wo beg jointly to 
submit some general observations upon the state of prisons, 
and prison discipline, throughout the kingdom. 

We have the honour, to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient, humble Servants, 

(Signed) James Palmer, i inspectors General 

R. R. Woodward, J of Prisons. 

Rt. Hon. Henry Gonlbum, &c. &c. &c. 
Doblin Castle. 



EXTRACTS FROM REPORT, &c. 

COUNTY GAOLS. 
The gaols of Ireland have been principally erected prior 
to the enactment of those laws, on which the modem princi- 
ples of prison discipline are founded ; and are in general so 
defective in their plan, as very imperfectly to admit of the due 
classification, employment, inspection and instruction of the 
prisoners. 

^ In the northern district there are only two new gaols occu- 
pied, and in full operation, viz. those of Roscommon and 
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Sligo. They are bnilt upon the semioircular plan/ suited to 
ten classes^ and with the exception of a want of sufficient pro- 
ductive labour, the system is carried on upon the best pnnci*- 
ples, and supported by the gentlemen of the country who en- 
gage in the concerns of the county gaols with real interest; 
without which, there is great reason to appreheiid the total 
failure of <any effort to secure discipline and order. The actire 
co-operation of the grand jury of the oounty of Roscommon, 
their regular attendance in committee, and' their readiness to 
adopt any suggestions for the improvement of the system, 
cannot fail, in a short time, to render the gaol of that county a 
pattern for all others. 

In Monaghan, Longford, Leitrim and Londonderry, new 
gaols, all on the semioircular plan,* are erecting and nearly 
prepared for occupation ; and at a future period a system is 
likely to be established, commensurate with the expenditure 
bestowed on these fine buildings. At present, nothing can be 
worse than the plan of classification and discipline pursued in 
the three former of these counties ; and so far as the most in- 
adequate description of building can offer an excuse, it can 
here be fairly pleaded, there being no means of effecting 
even the first step towards good order, viz. a complete sepa- 
ration of male and female prisoners. 

The old gaol at Londonderry is rather a better structure, 
and conducted on better principles, yet by no means deserv- 
ing of any decided commendation. Tt remains still to be 
proved, on occupying the magnificent gaol now nearly 
finished, how far it will be found, that in the competency of 
the governor and interior arrangements, provision has been 
made for giving effect to the intentions of the Legislature, in 
encouraging these extensive buildings. The governor, if qua- 
lified by temper and intelligence, will require instruction in 
some well -regulated prison, to avoid commencing with a bad 
system, which it is ever afterwards difficult to eradicate. 

To the gaols of Lifford and Omagh, additions are in pro- 
gress, which win comprise the necessary objects ; and if good 
officers are appointed, these gaols may become a credit to 
their respective counties. Itishowever, right to observe, that 
the gaol at Omagh is in every respect conducted on better 
principles than that at Lifford, which can only be attributed 

■ ' ■ ■ —J— II , I III ■— — — — ^— —— N^M»^— — M^— ^— ^— .^— ^ 

* See the notes inserted at pages 105 and 117 of tihis Appendix, containing 
observations on this description of plans for Prisons; the objections to which 
are such, as to induce the Committee to hope that the semicircular plan will 
be no longer patronized in Ireland. 

02 
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to the superior zeal and intelligence of the officers, the two 
prisons having been built upon the same plan and at the same 
period. 

The gaols of Carrickferguft, Armagh and Dundalk, are 
those onljTy in the northern district, to which it has been 
deemed sufficient by the county so to add, as to attain 
the object of classification without minute distuicti0n or 
inspection : vnd there is ^yery reason to regret, that in their 
zeu for economy, too much has been omitted ; the result has 
been a great deficiency in the classification, an inferior power 
of inspection, besides other practical defects in the building. 
Such defects are particularly to be regretted in these coun- 
ties, where a manifest anxiety exists on the part of many 
grand jurors to forward the eidightened views of the Legisla- 
ture, with respect to the improvement of the prisoners. The 
gaol at Carrickfergus is the worst of these three prisons, in 
respect to structure and management; that of Armagh reflects 
credit on Captain Winder, the local inspector, having been in 
a state of progressive improvement smce his appointment. 
The gaol at Dundalk is conducted on the very best princi- 
ples, for which the public are indebted to the committee of 
the grand jury, who attend with regularity^ and enter into the 
most minute arrangements of the gaol, encouraging by their 
example, and enforcing by their authority, a diligent discharge 
of duty in the officers oi every rank. In affording this valuable 
co-operation on the part of the gentlemen of the country, the 
counties of Roscommon and Louth stand pre-eminent in the 
northern district. 

The gaols of Enniskillen, Cavan and Drogheda, are small 
prisons erected within the last twelve years, and by no means 
adapted in their structure to an efficient system. That at En- 
niskillen is kept clean and tolerably well regulated. The gaol 
at Cavan, though in every respect similar to that of Enni^- 
len in.structure, is the worst regulated prison in the district. 
The gaol committee are constant in their attendance, but their 

Senevolent exertions are frustrated by the total incapacity of 
le gaoler, which sets at defiance any attempt to introduce 
clea^iness, order or discipline. The gaol at Drogheda is a 
small prison lately built, and by better management capable 
of much improvement. Some repairs are indispensable, the 
expense of which the grand jury are unwilling to incur, and 
the prison is consequently in such a condition as must render 
the efforts of the best qusdified officers unavailing. 

The gaols of Downpatrick and Mullingar, are old prisons 
of the worst description, as applicable to classification and la- 
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bour. The grand juries of both comities are fully sensible of 
their defects, and are desirous of erecting new imd appropri* 
ate prisons ; but a disagreement on the subject of estimate and 
site, has caused a traverse of the county presentments foe the 
last three years. The subject in both counties has been now 
referred to GoTemment, and there is every reason to believe» 
that a final arrangement will be made at the ensuing assizes. 

The grand jmries of the counties of Meath and KiMare, re- 
main satisfied with their present gaols, which are wholly in- 
applicable to any one purpose intended by the Legislative 
enactments for promoting prison disciplme; and nothing efieor 
tual can be done until new gaols shall be built. Every, thing, 
however, is done in the gaol of Trim, that the zeal and inteK 
ligence of good officers can effect, aided by a vigilant com- 
mittee, but the bu^ding and site admit of no further improve- 
ment, and the grand jury are unwilling to burthen.the county 
with the expense of a new gaol. 

The town gaol of Garrickfergus is one of the most disgrace- 
ful prisons in the northern district, devoid of every accommo- 
dation. The corporation should be obliged to erect one, even 
upon a very smsdl scale ; the present use of the county gaol 
adding much to its crowded state. 

In the Southern District, the only gaols which are erected 
on any of the approved plans are those of Galway, £nnis, 
and Limerick: the two former of these prisons are built 
upon the semicircular plan, the yards enclosed by walls 
verging to the centre of the circle, whore the governor's 
house IS situated, overlooking the yards of the whole prison : 
this plan, (with some improvement in placing the work-rooms 
on the site of the rays or separating walls) appears to be the 
best calculated for the construction of a county gaol. The in- 
spection is as complete as that which is effected by the radial 
plan ; while the great advantage of site, every part of the pri- 
son and yards being open to the south sun, adds much to the 
comfort and health of the prisoners. 

In the county of Limerick gaol is to be seen an excellent 
specimen of a prison constructed upon the radial plan, the go- 
vernor's house being placed in the centre, commanding a view 
of every class, and affording the most perfect system of in- 
spection: the remaining county gaols of this district have 
been built without any view to the inspection or improvement 
of the prisoners ; ana the want of space and adequate fiinds 
applicable to their enlargement, render all effectual measures 
of reformation wholly impracticable : the radical defect in 
their structure and circumstances must ever prove a draw- 
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back upon tfie efibrts of the counties to bring good principles 
of monil improvement into operation. Most of the prisons 
have received^ or are about to receive such additions as will 
enable them in some degree to establish a classification of the 
prisoners. 

In Wieklow so effectual an addition has been made as to 
allow of six classes, and a separate cell tp each prisoner. In 
■Waterford a convenient house of correction has been erected, 
into which all prisoners under sentence of confinement are 
removed, and such relief afforded to the county gaol as to 
afford a system of classification, and nearly a separate cell to 
each prisoner. The new house of correction added to the 
county gadL of Cork is built on a good plan, and well executed, 
and affords to the county gaol the means of classification and 
separate cells to each prisoner. The city gaol is built on a 
large scale, and will afi&rd the same accommodation : this pri- 
son is not as yet occupied, but Glovernment have now ad- 
vanced a sufficient sum to enable the city without delay to 
complete the estimate and to occupy the prison. 

In Wexford, the grand jury have approved of a very mo- 
derate estimate, which wiU effect some works necessary to 
the classification of the prisoners, and this gaol will be found 
sufficient for the wants of the county. 

The remaining gaols in the south of Ireland, are in a 
greater or lesser degree more defective in plan and accommo- 
dotion; but experience has convinced us that too much 
comparative importance has been attached to the nature of 
•the building; too much want of prison discipline and order 
has been attributed to defective plans, and that grand juries 
have been often unnecessarily induced to expend large sums 
of money in the erection of new gaols, while the evils wliich 
have pressed down the establishment, and have justly excited 
« strong public feeling upon the subject, really proceeded not 
from the incurable defects of the structure, but from a want 
of conscientious and efficient officers, of attentive committees, 
of effectual inspection, and of order and cleanliness in the 
gaol. 

In these particulars we are sorry to observe that, on our 
first view of the county gaols, we had too much reason to join 
in the general censure which attached to those establish- 
ments ; but within the period between our first and second 
tour of inspection, we had the gratification to find that the 
exertions of the grand juries had produced a very great im- 
provement; and we have the most sanguine expectations that 
when another year shall have afforded time for the execution 
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of the alterations which are in progress in sereral of the 
counties, we shall see a system of prison dSsclpUne and clean- 
liness, established according to the enlightened riews of the^ 
liegislatiire^ sAtisftctcMrily carried into effect. 

DISTRICT BRIDEWBLLS. 

This valuable addition to the classes of prisons befere* 
established by law, has been made by the 81st section of the 
Prison Act of the last Session, wUch empowers the Lord 
Lieutenant, in any county he may think proper, to appoint 
certain bridewells, in situations remote from the county gaol^ 
and central to an allotted district, as district brideweUs, from 
which prisoners are not to be transmitted to the county g^l» 
but to which prisoners within the district are committea fbr 
ultimate confinement in cases cognizable by the court of 
quarter sessions. Such prisoni^ are calculated to lighten the 
committak to the county gaols, which in many cases are loo 
small for the county ; and to save the trouble and expei^se oc- 
casioned by the frequent transmission of prisoners to a great 
distance to and from the county gaols, first, for confinement 
previous to trial, again to the quarter sessions town for trial, 
and ultimately to the county gaol again for a period of con- 
finement, probably of short duration. 

It is very obvious that certain difficulties must attend 
the establishment, and consequently much caution should be 
used in the selection of such bridewells. These difficulties ^ 
principally arise from the necessity of drawing ofi^ from the 
county gaol a portion of the zeal and attention of the friends 
of prison discipline in the county, and applying it to the ma- 
nagement of a second prison, which would become a public 
evil if not conducted on such principles as tend to render 
confinement conducive to moral improvement It has not, 
therefore, as yet been suggested to his Excellency to appoint 
more than two situations in which this system is to be adopted, 
viz. Baltinglass and Parsonstown. And although no site has 
as yet been fixed upon in the extensive county of Corlc, 
owing to the present state of the quarter sessions, now under 
the consideration of Government, it is obvious that a district 
bridewell upon a large scale should be erected in the western 
part of that county, either in Bantry or SIdbbereen.. 

SMALLER BRIDEWELLS. 

It is not in our power to describe this class of prisons in 
Ireland, in terms which more justly e^i^hibit their general 
state, than by quoting the words of the member for Limerick, 
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in hui . efjdence gt?en before the Ho«fte '4>f LofAi in -the* 6^b- 
sion of 1819 : '' The most prolific soiuroe of saffering in the 
pifton .discipline of Ireland , may be traoed to the connty 
bridewells ; they are wretched places of confinemenly one of 
which is to be found in each town and village, bnilt at the 
pnblic charge, repaired and supported by the public at a very 
neavy expense." 

f* By the Mth George S, c. 103, they are brought imder 

Sq general rules prescribed in that Act, for the management 
pi^isons; but this is in theory only, and in nine cases out of 
ten» there is no possibility of enforcing the regulations of the 
law« In a miserable building, prisoners are confined for days 
and wedu, without yards for exercise^ without inspection, 
care of health or morals ; men and women are thrown toge- 
ther in cold ceUs, without bedding, on damp clay floors: no 
chaplaiii attends; no surgeon or physician is appointed; no 
regular supply of food is provided ; all is fraud, oppression, 
aiid misery/' 

To the accuracy of this melancholy statement, we are sorry 
to be able to bear our testimony ; although in a few of the 
bridewells are to be found exceptions to the charges con- 
tained in it; but such is their general state: and notwith- 
standing that these evils have been in a great measure guarded 
against by the provisions of the more recent Prison Acts, it 
is to be lamented that that amendment is only to be found in 
the Statute Book ; the law is improved, the practice remain- 
ing the same. 

In the South Division, cases have come within the in- 
spectors-general actual view^ of persons who were locked up 
for days without food; in excuse for which the keeper stated, 
that he had produced to the grand jury at two successive 
assizes, his charge for bread distributed to the prisoners, and 
that his charge was rejected. Also, of men locked up for the 
night in the same cell with women of infamous character : be- 
sides the almost universal infraction of the law in allowing to 
the prisoners neither bedding, beds, or any other of the ac- 
commodations to which they are entitled by Act of Par- 
liament. 

It is our decided opinion, that the number of bridewells is 
much too great, and we have therefore determined to submit 
to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, the names of several 
of those prisons, as fit objects for the exercise of the power 
given to his E3i:cellency by the Act of the last Session, and 
that they should be discontinued. And with respect to those 
bridewells which remain, we have submitted to the grand 
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juried^ thal^ besides the issBe of aU the iurticles prescribed for 
the supply of the prisoners oonfined^ estilnates shbidd be 
formed for making snch alterations in the bnildings as will 
render them, as far as is practicable, conformable in stmctore 
and accommodation to the provisions of the 50th George 9, 
c. 103. 

In the county of Cork it is in contemplation to discontinae 
five prisons, in Kerry four, inTipperary, at least four ; and 
in the county of Limerick the committee of the grand jury 
have concurred with us in the opinion, that seven bridewelU 
out of thirteen (which the county now supports) should be 
thus abolished. For those which are to be continued, a sche- 
dule has been filled up for the ample supply of furniture atid 
bedding. And as by the third section of the Act of the last 
Session, provision has been made both for the dietary and e^ 
fectual control of those bridewells, it is to be hoped that in 
the place of an unreasonable number of irregular and unsup- 
plied prisons, the counties will in future support a sufficient 
number of legal and efficient establishments at a eonsiderable 
diminution of expense. 

In the committal of prisoners to these smaller bridewells, 
great irregularities have occurred, both in the manner of 
their being lodged in gaol and discharged, in many cases 
without a written committal, or any record, either of the 
cause of their confinement or ground of their r^ease. This 
and many other evils attendant upon these bridewells, is now 
in course of correction by the establishment of quarterly 
returns of prisoners committed ; in which the history of each 
case is fairly brought before the Government ; and the supply 
of food to the pauper prisoners secured under efficient checKS, 
without the delay or uncertainty of waiting for county 
presentments. 

The Act has wisely placed the inspection of these bride- 
wells in the parochial clergy within their respective parishes, 
and we have the satisfaction to have found the greatest 
willingness and zeal on their parts to undertake this humane 
and important office. On the whole, we have not received 
more pleasure in the progress of our tour, than in the 
prospect of amendment in the whole system of this branch of 
the public prisons. 

GENERAL PENITENTLUIIES. 

The system of general penitentiaries is, in our opinion, the 
most effectual that enlightened policy can devise for the pre- 
vention of crime, the improvement of the morals of the 
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cGOBtrjy and the fartheranoe of thoae beneTolent views 
animate the legislature and the pnUic upon the sabject of 
prison dttoipline. 

With a view to rescue from the dangers of evil aasociatiim, 
to avoid the necessity of banishment to a distant oolonj^ and 
to reform and restore to society the reclaimable part ot our 
convicted criminals, his Excellency the Lord lieutenant has 
been empowered by law to suspend the sentence of tranqporta- 
tion, at oiscreticHi ; and to substitute by his warrant a com- 
mittel to hard labour in a domestic penitentiary. The in- 
troduction of this principle has been hailed by every humane 
and reflecting mind as a bright and promismg »ra in- the 
history of our criminal law. But, although tiiie wisdom of 
the Legislature has conferred the power, we do notconoeive 
that ttie system has been brought into operaticm with any 
effect in Ireland. Like every other theory founded on eur 
kurged and benevolent principles, it requires the support of 
iMstive agency, and an adequate working machinery. 

In die case under consideration, the details, though ex- 
tending through every part of Ireland, are simple in their 
•nature, and not calculated to involve any additional expense. 
Instructions should be given to the sheriffs and practical 
ofiScers in the county gaols, to make diligent and cautious 
inquiry, to prepare them at each as^zes on the trial of the 
criminals, to point out to the judge of assize those cases in 
which they discover a fair promise that a system of reforma- 
tion would be likely to succeed. Upon such information, 
added to the recommendation of juries, and the observations 
of the judge, a selection should be made, and returns sub- 
mitted to the Lord Lieutenant at these two periods of the 
year, and prior to the half-yearly embarkation. 

Penitentiaries should be established and appointed on the 
best principles, and to such extent as to meet the wants of 
the country. And it is unnecessary for us to point out that 
the greater the extent to which the substitution of reform for 
transportation is carried, the greater will be the saving of 
the public money ; at present we possess this invaluable 
system only in name. 

The Richmond general penitentiary, in Grange Gorman 
Lane, is, at present, the only prison of this class established 
in Ireland, and is neither capacious enough, or, in our opi- 
nion, so conducted as to give effect to those objects for which 
such prisons are designed. The building is in some parts 
considered insecure, and the classes arranged upon the 
erroneous principle of division into equal numbers of males 
and females. 
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It being now in the contemplation of Goremment to esta- 
blish a second penitentiary in the south of Ireland (for which 
Spike Island * appears to be the most eligible situation), the 
most advantageous future distribution seems to us to be, that 
the general penitentiary in Grange Gorman Lane should re- 
main for the reception of equal proportions of males and 
females, and the prison in the south to be confined to males. 
This plan will effect the two-fold purpose of balancing the 
proportion in a manner neariv answering to the actual state 
of the case, and of applying ^e whole of the male convicts in 
the southern penitentiary to that laborious occupation in the 
public works, which (particularly in Spike Island) would give 
full employment for the whole establishment of men. 

To give to the penitentiary system a fair trial, will require 
peculiar care in the selection of officers. In a system founded 
on such principles, and embracing such objects, it is indis- 
pensable that from the governor, through every gradation to 
the lowest menial officer in the establishment, an unbroken 
chain of co-operation should be found throughout to promote 
the moral and religious improvement of the prisoners. Every 
thing which is presented to their view, should bear an aspect 
suitable to a school of reformation; which, forming at all 
times a contrast to those scenes to which the unhappy in- 
mates have been accustomed, will impress daily and hourly 
upon their mind those lessons which the superiors of the 
establishment have inculcated. And, perhaps, the expecta- 
tion of sound and permanent improvement is not more likely 
to be realized from the direct means of instruction, than from 
the ever-operative effbct of an uniform and harmonious sys- 
tem of morality, order, and subordination. 

CONVICTS. 

The system that has been heretofore practised with respect 
to this branch of the department, appears to us to be most 
defective and injurious to the public service. Convicts are 
left in the county gaols, usually for such a length of time, as 
to call for the repeated remonstrances of the grand juries, 
and as to impede most materially, nay, in some cases, wholly 
to counteract the attempt at reformation in the regulations of 
the prison. The system of transmission to Dublin from the 
northern gaols, and of shipment from thence, is alleged as the 
cause of this inconvenience ; but, we are of opinion, that this 

* A plan for the establishment of a Penitentiary on Spike Island, is sub- 
mitted to Government, and under coi^sideration. 
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difficaltjr should no longer be allowed to have any existeixce, 
A hulk is now prepared in the harbour of Cork for the re- 
ception of such a number of convictSy as, together with the 
accommodation afforded in the dep6t at Cork, is adequate at 
once to receive from each county, after the spring and sum- 
mer assizesy persons sentenced to transportation. These 
prisoners, we are of opinion, could be marched by route to 
Cork, at a smaUer expemte than that which is now incurred, 
and without the present delay, which is equally injurious to 
the prisoners and to the county gaols. This alteration would 
relieve the gaol of Rilmainham from the inconvenimit burthen 
which has been unavoidably imposed upon the county of 
Dublin, by the application of a great part of their gaol to the 
accommodation of convicts collected from the northern 
counties. 

We have consulted some high legal authorities, and find it 
to be their opinion, that a prompt and certain transmission to 
Cork of all perstas sentenced to transportation, would prove 
beneficial to the ends of public justice ; and that the pros- 
pect of immediate removal of convicts from their own country, 
from their own families and friends, would add a weight to 
the sentence, and more than any other circumstance operate 
as a check upon the commission of crime. 

OFFICERS. < 

The principal officer in a county gaol, is the local inspec- 
tor; the importance and peculiar character of this office, 
cannot have been more distinctly marked than by the pro- 
vision of the 50th Geo. 3, c. 103, which conferred it, as a 
matter of right, upon the parochial clergy of the established 
church ; and although the late Acts have extended the power 
of the grand juries, and given a wider field for the selection, 
we have been gratified to find, that, in a great majority of 
instances, the inspectors are still chosen from that body ; and 
as far as experience has been afforded bv the lay appoint- 
ments which have taken place under the late Acts, we have 
not in general had reason to rejoice in the effects produced 
by the alteration of the law. Lay inspectors have been ap- 
pointed in seven instances, and in three out of the seven, the 
situations of the superior controlling officer of the prison, and 
that of the inferior medical officer have been united in the 
same person, which, if not illegal, at least presents a strange 
anomaly in the chain of subordination in the establishment 

Happily for the inmates of our prisons, and for the best 
interests of society , the public sentiment, as to the nature and 
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duties of this station, has undergone a radical change. The 
qualifications for this ofiice are inserted in the last Keport of 
die British Society for the Improvement of Prison Discipline, 
in terms so congenial to our view, that we subjoin the follow- 
ing extract.* 

Although we have sincere pleasure in assenting to this just 
outline of the qualifications and duties of a gaoler, we cannot 
but lament to observe what a contrast such a description pre- 
sents to the great proportion of those individuals to whom thQ 
trust is committed. Do we see every exertion made by the 
authorities to whom the appointment is intrusted, to discover 
such characters, (too rare in this country,) and to appoint them ? 
On the contrary, although we can bear testimony to the disin- 
terested and public-spirited motives from which some gaolers 
have been selected, we have found the most glaring proo£s of 
partial and interested appointments, and even of the choice of 
persons of the most immoral character. Nay» there are, we 
are sorry to add, -instances to be found of the sale f of the of- 
fice by me sub-sheriffs, to whom the sheriff has delegated his 
power, and in direct violation of the sub-sheriff's oath. 

This fraudulent act is rendered penal by the 50th Geo. 3, 
c. 103. But where public justice is not guarded by public 
principle, it will be too often found practicable to evade the 
law, and, without detection, to carry on private negociations 
contrary to its enactments. 

To any person who can fully appreciate tho qualifications 
and duties of a gaoler, it must be obvious that such an office 
cannot be discharged with effect, unless the inferior officers 
of the prison are selected from motives as pure as those which 
should have infiuenced his own appointment; and we are 
sorry to say, that such has not been the case, and tiiat the 
progress of prison discipline has been and is much impeded 
by Uie want of such aia. The turnkeys are often persons of 
dissolute character, and many of the most lamentable in- 
stances of vice which have been detected in the prisons of 
this country can be traced to their collusion, and even to 
their corrupt agency. They have bribed their superiors, 
under the mask of giving securily, and have traded upon the 
corruption of the prisoners, and the betraying their own trust. 

The same complaint is to be made as to the choice of the 
keepers of bridewells. The keeper should be a man of a 

• Fourth Rq)ort, p. 40. 

f Of this generally-believed fact, we have only proof of offers to sell, and 
of the dbmissal of the gaoler when the offer has been re;}ected. 
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firm, steadji intelHgent character; of known sobriety spud 
integrity; able to read and write well; and is mmc^ better 
chosen horn a different part of the coontrv from that in which 
his prison is situated. Old non-commissioned officers of. the 
army, and respectable pensioners, are often fonnd th« best 
fitted for this place. We fear that this stream of patronage 
has been ndUed by priyate mofiTes, and eyen by bribe. 

These representations we have considered it our duty to 
make, althou^ we are enabled to speak with approbation 
and gratitade, not only of the pore and salutary system which 
has been firmly fixed in many gaols, but of the good feelii^ 
and co-operation we have experienced in die grand juries, 
high sheriffs, and magistrates, daring the progress of our 
tour ; and to express oar confident hope, that such evils will, 
within a very short period, cease to stain the character of 
any of the Irish prisons. 

SCHOOLS AND LABOUR. 

The progress that has been made in establishing schoob, 
and the means of instruction in the prisons, is truly en- 
couraging to us. In very few gaols has this system not been 
in some degree established; and those instances have only 
occurred in prisons in which a general negligence on the part 
of the ofiicers, and a disgracefal state of disorder in the whdle 
interior economy of the prison, are also to be complained of« 
But, in general, male schools are established; and» in some 
of the gaols, the progress both in the religious and literary 
instruction of the prisoners has been such as to prove, beyond 
the possibility of doubt, that the most serious benefits and 
blessings to society are to be hoped for from the encourage- 
ment of this truly benevol^it and interesting branch of 
modem prison improvement. 

The female schools are also established, and succeeding ia 
many of the gaols, and committees formed of ladies, who are 
regolar in their attendance, and unwearied in their efforts, to 
redeem from ruin this unhappy portion of their fellow- 
creatures. 

The Ladies' Committees of Wicklow, Galway county, 
Limerick county, as well as of the gaols in Dublin, are dis- 
tinguished by the benevolent exertions which are made hj 
them to promote these important objects. 

The want of manufactures in the different counties of Ire- 
land must prove a great impediment to the adoption of any 
general plan which can render the labour of the prisoners in 
the gaols productive ; but in some of the prisons in Dublin a 
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great deal bas been done. In the under-named prisons^ the 
prodnce <sf the last year amounted to the following sums :*-- 

Smithfield Penitentiary ....£. 469 7i 

•Richmond Bridewell 1,230 14 10 

Richmond General Penitentiary. . . . 381 11 

We consider it right particnlarly to advert to the attempt 
at a profitable manafactare, which wa9 made at Kilmainham, 
under the superintendence of the Roy. Mr. Nixon, and after- 
wards relinquished. In this gaol, cottons, calicoes, cloth and 
blanketing are manufactured, with such a small proportion of 
loss in the first trial of eighteen months, as afforded a fair 
prospect of ultimate success ; and we are of opinion, that the 
system may be resumed to great advantage. 

In the county gaols, in general, the only works which it 
appears at present practicable to introduce, are the constant 
cleaning and white-washing of the prison and yards, making 
and mending the bedding and gaol clothing, breaking stones, 
picking oakum, <&c. ; in the sea-port towns, the making nets 
and other materials for the purposes of the fishery. 

In Carlow, the sawing and manufacturing of marble has 
been carried on with considerable success, and it is in con- 
templation to establish the same manufacture at Limerick. 

We have an immediate prospect of the establishment of thei^ 
tread-mill in many of the gaols of Ireland. It may J)e applied, 
on a small scale, tor the purpose of supplying water ; and, on 
a larger, to the grinding of meal for the consumption of the 
prison. Some smaller wheels are already in operation, and 
larger ones are in progress in several of the counties. We 
are sorry to find that a question has arisen, whether the 
exercise of the tread-mill is of such a nature as to prove in- 
jurious in some instances to the health of the prisoners em- 
ployed ? But this objection has been to us most satisfactorily 
over-ruled, upon the opinion of some of the most eminent 
medical authorities in this kingdom, who have entered into 
the details of the case, and proved, in the clearest manner, 
that these injurious efiects are attributed to the labour in the 
tread-mill wholly without reason. 

This inquiry will^ we trusty remove from the public mind any 
prejudice which may have b^n excited against the adopticm dP 
a measure in our prisons firom which the most advantageous 
results are anticipated^ and of the good effects of which, the 
past experience of England has placed before us the most un- 
questionable proofs. The tread-mill has proved to be not only a 
power applicable to almost every description of work, but a 
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certain means (even in the failure of every species of manniSM*- 
ture) of a£fording steady emf^yment to the prisoners^ and a 
description of labour which^ although but moderately severe, is 
yet of so interesting and constant a nature as to have become a 
terror to those who are committed to prison, and' conaeqiieiitly 
a check to the commission of crime. 

DUBLIN PRISONS. 

The 'prisons of the metropolis have formed a separate ob- 
ject in me arrangement of our official duties, and have been 
jointly inspected and reported upon by us, distinct from the 
duties of our respective districts. 

In a large city, which contains many places of confinement, 
the principal ohject to attain appears to be, that particular 
classes should be committed to particular gaols : ^nd thus a 
classification should be efibcted by prisons, before a minute 
classification by the interior divisions of each separate prison 
is commenced. To the want of bringing thb leacung principle 
into operation, we attribute the chief defects which have been 
found in the gaols of this city; and particularly the crowded 
and lamentable state of Newgate, which has for years been 
the subject of universal complaint, and a public disgrace to 
the metropolis of Ireland. 

This subject has happily attracted the attention of the legis- 
lature, and by the 4dd and 44di sections of the Act of the last 
session, 3 Geo. 4, c. 64, such powers are vested in the Lord 
Lieutenant and Council, with respect to the allotment of pri- 
soners to the several gaols of this city, as have led to the cor- 
rection of the evil complained of; and by the late proclama- 
tions, dated ^30th October and 10th December 1822, a most 
judicious distribution of the prisoners in the several prisons 
has been settled in the following manner : — 

Newgate. 
Females untried. 
Ditto under sentence of death. 
Males untried over 14 years of age. 
Ditto under sentence of death. 
Ditto under sentence of transportation. 
Ditto over 14 years of age, and sentenced to imprisonment 
for any period not exceeding 6 months. 

Richmond Bridewell. 

Females sentenced to imprisonment for a period exceeding 
six months. 

Males over 14 years, sentenced to imprisonment for a pe- 
riod exceeding 6 months. 
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Smithfield Penitentiary. 

Males under 14 years of age. 

Females under sentence of transportation. 

Ditto sentenced to imprisonment for any period^ not ex^ 
ceeding 6 months. 

The proclamations add, '* No debtor, or other prisoner, 
save as aforesaid, to be committed to or detained in any of 
the said prisons." 

AU the advantages which this distribution promises have 
not as yet had a sufficient time to develope themselves ; and 
from some practical difficulties which always lie in the way of 
sudden and general changes, every part of the system has not 
as yet got into its proper place ; but good effects are already 
apparent, and when a minute classification shall be esta- 
blished in the gaols separately, we hope to see an efficient 
system of prison discipline in Dublin. 

In our first inspection of Newgate, we found the female 
class crowded to the most unwholesome degree; and the 
conduct of the indiscriminate mass of criminal females, ex- 
hibiting a scene of filth, disorder, and apparent wickedness, 
which it was painful to witness. And we have the satisfaction 
to state, that on our re- visiting the prison, since the arrange- 
ment made under the proclamations, we found the female pri- 
soners who remain, occupied in their day-rooms, two classes 
being at work, while the third were employed in reading to 
the matron ; and the whole, in their deportment, presenting a 
contrast to the former scene truly encouraging to us. 

We shall also have the satisfaction to think, that this desired 
<)bject has been attained by the judicious arrangement of ex- 
isting accommodation, for the accomplishment of which, it 
was the general opinion, that a new city gaol, on a large soale, 
would be indispensable. 

For our further observations on the gaols of Dublin, we 
refer to our Appendix. 

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 

We have formed a very un&vourable opinion upon the exist- 
ing regulations affecting this department, in all its branches^ 
with respect to the attendance, accounts, and supply of medi- 
cines ; but we are not at present prepared to recommend any 
plan for the improvement of the system. We hope to submit 
some observations to Government upon the subject prior to our 
Report of next year. 
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EXTRACTS 

FROM THB 

CORRESPONDENCE OF THE DUBLIN ASSOCIATION 

FOB THS IMPBOYEMSNT OF PRISONS^ &C. 



January 1823. 

CARLOW COUNTY.— The male prisoners have been em- 
ployed for the last eight months in sawing marble and polishing 
chimney-pieces ^ but I believe the latter work will be abandooed^ 
as considerable loss attends it. The women are mostly occupied 
in spinnings mider the superintendence of the matron. The 
flchool continues to flourish : many of the prisoners have de- 
rived much benefit^ by availing themselves of the opportunity 
it affords of gaining a knowledge they would never otherwise 
have acquired. There are several instances of men, who, on en- 
tering the gaol, were perfectly ignorant of reading or writing, 
and had obtained a competent Imowledge of both before leav- 
ing it. 

December 1822. 

DUBLIN COUNTY.— Bic^TOond General Penitentiary r- 
During the last year we have had no alteration in the con- 
struction of the penitentiary^ by addition or otherwise^ with the 
exception of closing some of the windows, with a view to a 
more strict separation of the di£ferent classes. The penitentiary 
admits of nine distinct classes on each side of the prison : at 
present there are six different classes on the male side, and four 
on the female side. 

The prisoners are aU employed : their labour is nM>derate^ ana 
principally consists in the weaving of calicoes. We have a resident 
schoolmaster, who is constantly employed in givine instructioii; 
and, during the past year, there has been a gradu^ and general 
improvement. A dietary was established at the opening of the 
penitentiary, and a matron also appointed. Application has been 
made for the erection of a stepping-mill, as we have not any 
employment at present which can be called hard labour. The 
number in the penitentiary last summer was 141 3 at present 
there are only 105. Several have been discharged for good con- 
duct during the past year. 

I have only to state a growing conviction, that if the peni- 
tentiary system^ as a system of privation, be rigidly enforced, 
accompanied with education and religious instruction, the most 
>benefiaal results may be expected; but if, in the place of self- 
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denial and rigid discipline^ self-indulgence be introduced^ it 
appears to me to be the worst possible system for the prevention 
of crime. 

Ladies* Report on the Dublin Prisons. — ^The Association for Im- 
proving the Condition of Female Prisoners in the City and 
County of Dublin, have to express their continued satisfaction 
with die improvement of discipline amongst females confined 
in Richmond Bridewell. During the last year the system of 
classification has been extended^ and respectable females are 
placed over each division, with the exception of a small clas^ 
employed in weaving, who are therefore subjected to a task- 
master. The several classes are usually employed in spinning, 
sewing, and weaving, also in washing, or as house servants,, 
in which latter employment it is expected many may learn 
habits of cleanliness and good order, heretofore unknown to 
them. In this respect a deficiency has been observed, as pro- 
ceeding from the sick-wards, where the visitors are rather 
discouraged in their desires to be useful, which may be re- 
gretted, as it has not been at any time their wish to interfere 
in the treatment of the sick, or counteract the orders of the 
medical attendants, but rather to co-operate, as far as disinte- 
rested females may have it in their power, by encouraging 
cleanly habits and promoting peaceable conduct throughout 3 and 
when opportunity offered, reading there (as in other parts of the 
prison) suitable portions of Scripture, as a means of impressing 
on the minds of the disobedient a feeling sense of past trans- 
gression; thus '* laying the axe to the root," and desiring that 
all who have ears to hear may turn from the paths of the wicked, 
and be made willing to be led by Him, of whom and through 
whom alone cometh salvation. The Sunday-school visitors con- 
tinue their attendance; and, it is hoped^ that many may h^ve 
been profitably instructed in this way. 

The desires expressed by those who, during the past y^r^ 
have been received into the *' Shelter," on their disdiarge from 
the several prisons^ may be an encouragement to patient con» 
tinuance and steady perseverance in humble efforts to promote 
reformation, always bearing in mind the boundless lesson of 
love taught by Him, who came a gracious minister to seek and 
to save " that which was lost," trusting that he will prosper the 
exertions of those who desire to be his ^Eiithfril servants, accord^ 
ing to the measure given to each, confiding not in their own 
wisdom or strength^ but in that which comes from Him in whom 
are ))id all the treasures of wisdqm and knowledge, and who 
will assuredly bless the work of his own hands. 

p 2 
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December 1822. 

GALWAY, COUNTY.— There is no intention of constructing 
a new gaolj this prison could be very much improved; but 
at present there is but one yard only for men, one for women, 
and one for debtors. No classification 3 felons and misdemeanants 
are together. There has been no improvement in construction j 
there are only five cells for men, and at times four must lie in 
each J and only five cells for women, and at times six women 
must be confined in each. There is no employment of any kind, 
except in promoting cleanliness. The chaplains attend regularly. 
No board of supermtendence nor any dietary is established, but 
they are very much required. No clothing is allowed; the pri- 
soners are nearly naked. No matron is appointed; no stepping- 
wheel is to be erected. The conductors neglect the repairs of the 
gaol; they allege that the grand jury neglect passing their pre- 
sentments. 

March 1823. 
LIMERICK COUNTY.— limericAr.— I can take upon myself 
to assure the Conomittee, that the priests of some of the 
parishes of this county have told me, that several of the 
worst characters in their parishes have, on returning home 
from gaol, carried with them reformed hearts ; and that those 
very persons who were before leading others astray, have be- 
come their guides in the way of industry and peace. I beg 
to inform the Committee, that the county of Limerick gaol 
in this city is perfectly new : it has been completed but a 
short time before the spring assizes, 182^, at which time the 
prisoners were removed to it from the old gaol. No im- 
provement has taken place as to the " single sleeping-rooms," 
because none was necessary.. As to employment, this being a 
new building, and conducted upon a different system from 
the old, some little time more must be required before so 
desirable an object can be brought about. This we expect 
will be very soon, as our Board of Superintendence has ortlered 
a stepping-mill for the male prisoners. As to instruction and 
education, I feel happy in informing the Committee, that there is 
a schoolmaster and a schoolmistress employed in daily teach- 
ing the prisoners to read and write, or in reading for them 
some moral and pleasing lessons, which, while they relieve 
their minds firom the tedium of confinement, tend also to 
improve and correct their hearts. The female prisoners are 
visited by a committee of ladies, who give them some em- 
ployment in knitting, spinning, and making hearth-rugs. There 
is a Board of Superintendence, composed of the most respect- 
able gentlemen of our county. No board can be more vigilant. 
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zealous^ actire^ benevolent^ pr more unremittingly attentive 
to the concerns of the gaol and the comfort of the prisoners. 
There is a matron for the female prisoners. 



December 1822. 

ROSCOMMON COUNTy.—Bo«coTOTOOfi.— There are six se- 
parate wards in the prison for criminals^ which^ of course^ a£fords 
sufficient room for complete classification^ — an essential requisite 
in a well-constructed prison. A few prisoners are employed in 
weaving and shoemaking ; the female prisoners in sewings spin- 
nings and carding wool : a great number of the prisoners are en- 
gaged in education^ with improvement in their conduct. The 
school proceeds very well. The knowledge of the holy Scriptures 
is spreading among the prisoners^ and in some instances most 
successfully^ through the medium of the Irish language. There 
is a Board of Superintendence^ who attend the first Tuesday in 
every months and are very attentive to the good management of 
the prison. There is no dietary at present^ in consequence of a 
con tracts which will expire at the spring assizes. There has been 
a matron appointed^ a very respectable woman^ recommended by 
Major Palmer, Inspector-general of Prisons: she resides con- 
stantly with the female prisoners, and is very attentive to her duty. 
Much to the credit of the Gaol Committee and the officers con- 
nected with the prison, that desirable mode of employing the 
prisoners, the stepping- wheel, is intended to be adopted^ and 
proposals are to be received at the next meeting of the Com- 
mittee on the 7 th January, to carry it into execution. The 
average number of prisoners has diminished, comparing the 
present year with the last. 



January 1823. 

SLIGO COUNTY.— SZigo.— The School has proved ex- 
tremely useful in giving employment to the prisoners, to the 
number of 286 during the last year. I hope we shall soon erect 
a stepping-mill, which I hear has produced very good results in 
those prisons where it has been tried. Prison-dresses are mak- 
ings the jackets are of dark grey mixture doth, with sleeves of 
strong blue fiieze : in case of an escape this remarkable dress may 
facilitate detection. The old clothes of prisoners will be taken 
off them on committal, labelled, and put by till wanted. 
Prisoners who have been sentenced to pay a fine, and to hard 
labour till it be paid, have almost in all cases liquidated the 
fine after being employed a few days in breaking stones. I have 
no doubt that the county will be saved very considerable expense 
by the erection of the discipline-mill, so much do the prisoners 
abhor every species of labour. 
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January 1823. 

WATERFORD COUNTY AND Cl'TY,— W^ater/ord.— A 
strict attention to cleanliness^ good order^ and classification (as 
iar as is practicable)^ continues to be preserved. The grand 
juries have not yet appointed matrons to the gaols^ nor have they 
erected stepping-miUs^ or enabled me to extend employment 
beyond the remale prisoners, who are engaged in useful occupa- 
tions. I have much satisfaction in stating, that the average 
number of prisoners, comparing the present year with the last, 
has very* perceptibly diminished 3 and it will afford equal pleasure 
to your benevolent Association to hear that this diminution in 
the number of prisoners, applies principally to offenders of the 
highest criminality; in this observation both gaols are included) 
and indeed heinous crimes are rarely to be met with in the city- 
g^l. I cannot forbear mentioning, as a subject of honourable 
remark to this city, that since the year 1799 hut one vndvMual 
has suffered death, and he was merely a sojourner in the city. 

I feel concerned to state that the county grand jury have de- 
clined participating in the house of correction, as was confidently 
expected. Boards of Superintendence, who assemble monthly, 
have been appointed, and dietaries established in the gaols, as 
predcribed in the last Prison Amendment Act. 
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Extraet of a Letter, dated St, Petersburgh, ISth Aug. 1882. 

Last week^ at Kamennoi Ostrof» I had the satisfBic^n of a 
long interview with his Excellency Prince Galitzin^ when he- 
informed me of his resignation of the Presidency of the Prison- 
Society here, and that his Imperial Majesty had named Baron 
Campenhausen as his successor. Prince Galitzin also informed me^ 
that the prison plan I had delivered to him from your Society, as 
a present to the Emperor, had been approved of by his Imperial 
Majesty, and sent to the Minister of the Interior, Count Kochubey. 

The crowded state of the places of confinement in this town 
and the sickness which often prevails in consequence, have in- 
duced his Imperial Majesty to grant a superb building, erected in 
the reign of the Empress Catherine, after the plan of Howard, 
for the purpose of being converted into a suitable prison, for 
the confinement of offenders. This building has been usually 
occupied by about 1200 soldiers. 

A few days since, a very interesting circumstance occurred at 
the town prison. A female was in confinement for a debt of 310 
roubles. She had two children, girk 5 the eldest thirteen, and the 
youngest eight years of age ; who, having no home, shared by 
day the scanty allowance in prison, which the poor mother re- 
ceived from her creditor. The extreme distress of this family be- 
came known tathe female criminals confined in the same prison, 
about thirty in number, who generously came forward to her 
relief 5 and, with the earnings of the work furnished them by 
the Ladies* Conunittee, paid the debt of this poor woman, 
and caused her release from prison, which she quitted, over- 
whelmed with gratitude. 



Extract of a Letter, dated St, Petersburgh, 9th April, 1833. 

I LOSE no time in furnishing you with some interesting de- 
tails, by which you will see that much good is doing here in the 
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prison cause. I have to call your attention particularly to the 
Reports of the Prison Society at Orel. 

I have the satisfaction to inform you that a few days since I 
attended a meeting at Count Kochubey*s house^ who is minister 
of the interior^ where were present the military governor^ Count 
Miloradovitch^ President of the Prison Society^ also Mr. Djunkof- 
sky^ and others^ who met for the purpose of definitively ar- 
ranging the plan for converting the present buildings (called 
Litofeky Zamok)^ into the most improved prison which the si- 
tuation and construction of the building will admit of. Count 
Kochubey opened the meeting with an interesting address^ in 
which he stated that it was his Imperial Majesty*s intention^ at 
firsts to have appropriated the site of the present Imperial 
Himting Establishment for the erection of a capacious prison j 
but the sum required for that purpc^e being considered too 
great (four millions of roubles) it had been subsequently resolved 
to • appropriate the Litofsky Zamok for the aforesaid purpose ; 
the alteration of which would only require an expenditure of half 
a million of roubles. It was stated that this sum was already set 
apart for this grand object^ and that it was the £mperor*s desire 
that the necessary alterations and improvements should be com- 
menced on the 1st of May following, and be continued until the 
whole was completed. Among other things, the introduction of 
a tread-mill is in contemplation for the employment of about 
forty men, in raising water, &c. for the supply of the esta- 
blishment. 

You will rejoice to hear that in every sagea (prison for first 
reception, or lock-up house) of which there are twelve in this 
city, an hospilal or infirmary has been established, and furnished 
with beds and necessaries complete for the reception of the sick ; 
which may also be used in cases of sudden accidents in the 
streets, and which will prove a source of great relief to suffering 
humanity. 

I have likewise to congratulate the Committee in Ijondon, 
who have taken an active part in -the promotion of the object, on 
the passing of a law by his Imperial Majesty, for the reduction 
of the irons worn by prisoners throughout the empire. During 
the year 1819, before the Prison Society here was in operation 
there were no less than 264 sick prisoners in the town prison 5 
but, since its formation, and the consequent introduction of 
weekly baths, ventilating, and cleansing the buildings by fire- 
quent lime-washing, and the regular attendance of medicsd men 
paid by the Committee 3 — by these and other arrangements, under 
the Divine blessing, the annual number of sick prisoners has been 
reduced one half. It is also highly satisfactory to state, that in- 
dependent of the Prison assocLitions formed at Archangel, Orel, 
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Wologda, and Cronstadt, in almost every town in the interior^ the 
principal inhabitants have generously come forvirard, and de- 
manded permission of the local authorities to visit and ame- 
liorate the condition of those persons who are under confine- 
ment in the public prisons. 



ARCHANGEL PRISON SOCIETY. 



Report of the Archangel Prison Society from its formation, 
^Oth October 1831, to Ist January 1823. 

Thb Archbishop of Archangel having received information 
from his Excellency Prince Alexander Galitzin, that his Imperial 
Majesty was pleased to allow that an Archangel Prison Society 
should be formed ; this Committee was opened at the house of 
the Civil Governor at Archangel, on the 20th of October, 1821, 
when the following regulations were made : — 

In a room next to the prison, which has been fitted up as a 
church, divine service is held every Sunday and on holidays, by 
clergymen from the Froitskoy Tabor. His Imperial Majesty, in 
May, was pleased to have the prison-church fitted up with dif- 
ferent articles from his Majesty's own cabinet. The clergy- 
man who performs divine service exhorts the prisoners, and 
explains to them different passages in the scriptures. The 
visiting members attend the prison-church every Sunday and 
on the holidays. 

Although the prison has a room allotted for an hospital, the 
number of sick being small, they are sent to the town hospital, 
where they are furnished with medicines and provisions on ac- 
count of the Prison Society. 

The prisoners are fed at one table : for this purpose a kitchen 
is established, and the victuals are carried to each prison-room, 
where all the prisoners partake of them Money is not allowed 
to be distributed amongst the prisoners. The diet of the prisoners 
costs daily 26 copecks each man ; and therefore to the 1.5 copecks 
allowed by government the Society added 1 1 . 

Five criminals were iurnished, on account of the Committee, 
with linen and warm winter clothes. 

The prisoners' work consisted in picking old cables for tow. 
To introduce any other regular employment would be difficult, 
as the prisoners are so often changed. 

The money that is taken out of the prison-boxes, which 
are placed in dififerent parts of the town, is added to the prison 
cash. 

In order that the prison might be kept clean, the governor 
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has three asfiktants ; one of them attendB to the deanlineas of the 
cells and prison-yard^ and has the fire and candles under his 
care 3 the-second looks after the kitchen^ pxx>vision^ and bathf 
and the third looks after the church. 

Instructions in writing are given to the head goyemor^ 
respecting his duty in keeping the prison in order^ maintaining 
discipline among the prisoners when at work^ seeing that the 
prison is properly heated^ &c : a book b likewise kept wherein 
all the expenses are noted^ and at the end of every year it is 
examined. 

In order that these instructions may be fiiUy attended to^ the 
visiting members of the Committee regularly inspect the prison, 
and make their remarks^ on its condition and management. 



VOLOGDA PRISON SOCIETY. 

To his Excellency Prince Alexander GalAtsan. 

Your Excellency, 

In conformity with your Excellency's directions of the 12th 

July, a Prison Society was formed at Vologda, on the 1st of 

August: I herewith hand to your Excellency a copy of the 

Rules of the Committee, and hope that, with the help of Grod, 

this Institution will be crowned with success. 

I have the honour to remain, &c. 

(Signed) Onisifob, 

Vologda, Archbishop of Vologda and Ustaga, 

7th August, 1 822. Vice-President of the Prison Sodety. 

1829, Ui Jugust.— The Vologda Prison Society held its first 
meeting. The principal care of this Society is to instruct the 
prisoners, by reading and explaining to them the holy Scriptures. 
In addition to this most important work, the state of the sick 
prisoners must be attended to. 

The prisoners* food is to be furnished by a contractor, who is 
to receive payment, not firom the prisoners (who, according to 
the Rules, are not to keep any money by them during the time 
Chat they are in prison,) but from the alms-boxes ^ and ^ these 
are not sufficient to defray the expenses, then the Committee is 
to pay the remainder. The Committee must be careful that the 
prisoners are not allowed to have any luxuries or spirits. 

The Committee are to see that the prisoners are furnished 
with dean linen, and in winter with warm clothing 3 particularly 
when the prisoners are removed firom one place to another. 

The Committee must also see that the prisoners attend dili- 



gently to their work^ which^ according to the Rules of the Com- 
mittee^ is to consist in making lint^ picking old cables^ &c. 

The visiting members of the Committee are to have under 
their direction, the money deposited in the prison alms- 
boxes 5 and to see that the prisoners are furnished with 
clean water for drink, and that they go regularly to the bath. 
In order to lighten their work> the members may divide the 
business amongst themselves^ allotting to each member a parti- 
cular portion. What regards the police regulations and the pri- 
soners' sentences, belong entirely to the government; and, there- 
fbre, the visiting members ought not to interfere in the least 
in these affairs, and only then to petition the government when 
they conceive it to be absolutely needful. The wants of the 
Vologda Prison Society must be reported to the St. Petersburg 
Prison Society, adding therewith a signed ps^er for the collection 
of money for the prisoners; and all these sums are to be used 
with the utmost economy in purchasing such articles as the 
prisoners may want. At the end of every year the Vologda 
Prison Society is to furnish the St. Petersburg Prison Society 
with a report of their operations and the state of their funds. 

In order to facilitate the operations of the Committee, it has 
been thought proper to establish the following Rules: — 

The religious instruction of the prisoners is to be confided 
to Jerai Nikolai Spaskoy, director. Every prison room is ftir- 
nished with a Bible. Jerai Nikolai, by reading and explaining 
to the prisoners the holy Scriptures, will endeavour to direct 
their hearts towards God. 

The prisoners are to take their meals at one table, and 30 
eopecks are to be fixed as the allowance per day for each prison- 
er, adding 14 copecs per day out of the prison cash to what is 
allowed by government^ which, by a regulation of the civil 
governor^ will be paid into the treasurer's hands. The in- 
spection of the prisoners* table and food is to be given to those 
directors whose business it is to superintend the order and clean- 
liness of the prisons. 

As a prison is not yet erected according to the new plan, an 
extra prison-room is, until that time, to be fitted . up for a 
kitchen, where every necessary article is to be furni^ed for 
30 persons. 

As the prison contains no hospital^ the sick prisoners are sent 
to the town hospital. 

With regard to furnishing prisoners with linen and warm 
clothing, when they are sent fix>m place to place, it is wholly 
left to the director chosen for this purpose, who renders an sdc- 
count to the Committee of what he has expended. 

In order that the prisoners may be employed^ for their own 
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benefit, as likewise for that of the public, the Committee intend 
to employ them in summer in drying the low grounds of the 
town, digging canals, &c. for which the town Doom allows 
them a certain sum. For winter employment, the Committee 
will not fail to make proper regulations in order to furnish them 
with work. 

The money fix)m the alms box placed at the prison is to be 
taken out in the presence of a director and the treasurer^ and the 
sum entered in the cash-book. 

Four directors are chosen with a view of preserving order, and 
obedience to the new regulations. 

The inspection of the church belonging to the prison is left to 
three members of this Committee. 

The governor of thie prison is to have proper instructions 
how he is to act with regard to the prisoners -, how to keep them 
in their cells^ and punish the rebellious; how to look after the 
cleanliness of the prison, and send the prisoners regularly to 
church, &c. 



OREL PRISON SOCIETY. 



Report of the Orel Prison Society , from the lith December lS2lj 

to I2th December 1822. 

This report is divided into three diflferent heads: the first, 
treating of the state of the prisons at Orel ; the second, of the 
improvements made in the places of confinement -, and the third, 
of the state of the funds of the Society. 

Of the State of the Prison at Orel, until the Formation of the 
Prison Society. 

The Prison Society at Orel held its first meeting on the 12th 
December 1821. The Committee thought proper in the first 
instance to examine all the places of confinement at Orel, in 
order to ascertain in what state the prisoners were kept. 

As the Pubemskoy prison was about to be repaired, not long 
before the formation of this Society, all the prisoners were sent 
during the time of the rebuilding to the Stone Cavalry barracks, 
where they are at present confined. When the members of the 
Society visited this place of confinement, they found it in very 
bad order. — Although this barrack is very small, 361 prisoners 
were confined in it^ and the sick were placed in the middle of 
the barrack : the air was very offensive, and the prisoners half 
naked : there were many sick prisoners in heavy irons, and to the 
great surprise of the members there were confined in this place 
two children from six to nine years of age, for having false pass- 
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ports. The government allowance to the prisoners for food^ and 
what they collected by donations^ were barely sufficient to sustain 
them. As to religion, the greatest part of the prisoners did not 
know its meaning. From this place the Committee visited 
other places of confinement, viz. those of the Orel town police, 
2dly, each of the< Sajeas, and 3dly, the prisons at the Magis- 
trate and town Doom. As the first of these places is reserved for 
the detention of criminals, there were confined only five prisoners 3 
the prison rooms were large, the air was wholesome, and order 
was preserved. In prisons at the Magistrate and Doom, debtors 
were confined, and were in a most filthy condition. As in these 
three last gaols prisoners are confined for very short periods, 
the Committee did not think proper to make any particular 
regulations for them, but have chiefly confined their attention 
to the town prison. The female prisoners were confined in one 
small room, one part of which was partitioned off, where the sick 
female prisoners were kept 3 this apartment was so small that 
many of them had not suificient room to lay down. 

Such improvements have been made in this prison by the 
Committee, as the short space of time would permit, and 
many of the evils under which the prisoners laboured are now 
removed. 

In order to facilitate their operations, the committee have 
divided their business equally among their members : the meetings 
are held twice a week. The religious instruction of the prisoners 
is conferred on the vice-president, Archbishop Pavriel. It is 
the business of two of the members to see that order and clean- 
liness is kept among the prisoners. The repairs of the prison 
are under the care of one member. The sick prisoners are under 
the inspection of the town-doctor, and otiiers under him. 
The effects of religious instruction are gratifying: many have 
been brought to feel a sense of Christian repentance. At the 
desire of the prisoners who expressed a wish to read the Holy 
Scriptures, the Bible Society at this place have presented them 
vnth several Bibles, New Testaments, and other pious books 3 and 
likewise, on account of the Orel Prison Society, some religious 
books have been purchased for the prisons. At present in this 
prison, order, peace, and sobriety are established, and all manner 
of gambling is forbidden. The criminals are now kept se- 
parate from debtors and other prisoners. The committee as 
yet have had no time to introduce work among the prisoners 5 
but that will shortly be effected. Measures for this purpose 
are tcd^en by choosing an overseer to the prison, to whom the 
Committee will give their instructions, which are already drawn 
up for him. For the repairs and enlarging of the prison, the 
timber and other materials were purchased, and in the short space 
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of three months a new wing to the prison wafi built^ consisting 
of six rooms. In four of these rooms the sick are placed, in the 
fifth the medicines are kept, and in the sixth the medicines are 
prepared. The benefits arising from the establishment of the 
hospital are very great. When the hospital was built, 48 skk 
prison^s were placed in it 5 in a short time the number decreased 
to eleven, and then to three. During a whole year, from amongst 
418 sick prisoners who were confined in the hospital at different 
periods, only two died, one of whom was a prisoner wl^o died 
the second day after he was brought to the hospital, and the 
other was an old man of eighty. At present, the sick prisoners 
who are brought into the hospital in chains, are freed from them 
until they recover, and the naked are furnished with shirts, and 
other necessary clothing. The prisoners are now sent to the 
bath when they change their linen. At one of the meetings 
400 roubles were collected, with which fourteen debtors were 
released from prison who were confined for small debts at 
the town Doom. 

By the rules of the society, the donations are noted in a book 
kept for that purpose, and are so applied that all the pri- 
soners may fare alike. Donations are not only made in money, 
but likewise in different articles of wearing apparel and provisions. 
It is delightful to see, on the approach of the Easter holidays, 
whole cart-loads of provisions brought to the prisons. 

The Committee's care was not merely confined to the prisons 
of Orel, but likewise to all the prisons of the towns belonging to 
the Orel government. When the vice-president, the Archbishop 
of jOrel, undertook the journey, in order to inspect the churches 
and monasteries in the vicinity of Orel, the Committee took 
advantage of this opportunity, and begged he would likewise 
look into the state of the prisons of the towns through which he 
passed. His Grace therefore visited the prisons in the town of 
Sevok, Druitroosk, and Kromak, made remarks on their im- 
provement, and in Sevok gave directions to form an auxiliary 
prison society. He also visited the prisons at Elezsxoy, Livens- 
koy, and MaLo- Archangel. He did not leave one of the prisons 
without making some improvements. The prison of Msensk 
was given to the care of the director Ermoloff, who has done all in 
his power to improve the state of the prisoners. Through his 
ind^tigable exertions, an auxiliary society has been formed 
there, and a prison hospital has been built, which proves a 
great blessing. The prisons in the rest of the towns which his 
Girace visited, are under the inspection of the principal nobility, 
who likewise pay great attention to the welfare of the prisoners. 
The town of Orel is so situated that all travelling from the go- 
vernments of Karneratz Podolsk, Chemigoff, Titomur, and Kieff 
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into the two eapitab^ and Siberia^ go through it. There passed 
through this town last year, on their way to Siberia, 7000 
prisoners, and the society did not let any proceed without render- 
ing them some aid. Many of them were furnished with 
linen and other clothing. The irons of the prisoners passing 
from Little Russia were so short, that the criminals coidd with 
difficulty walk. They were generally brought to the prison with 
deep wounds on their ancles : these insupportable irons were, on 
their arrival at Orel, knocked off 5 the wounds of the prisoners 
healed 5 and when they resumed their journey, the irons were 
bound either with cloth or linen. 



Report of the St, Petersburg Ladies* Prison Society for 1822. 

The Ladies' Committee in 1S22 visited the following places 
of confinement in St. Petersburg, viz. 1. the town prison} 2. the 
prison at the Gubernsky Praolenie^ 3. the work-house ^ and 
4. the prison at the Uprava Blagochinie. 

The duties of the visiting members consisted as in former 
years in watching over the morals of the female prisoners ) 
distributing among them different kinds of work 5 attending to 
the discipline of the prisons, ascertaining that the prisoners 
are properly fed and furnished with suitable clothing, and also 
paying attention to the sick prisoners. 

Of the moral state of the Prisoners. — ^The principal care of 
the ladies* committee, was the improvement of the morals of the 
prisoners, and by the help of God to keep them steadfast in the 
laws of Christ, which is the only way to obtain happiness in this 
world and in the world to come. 

For this purpose the following means were used : the reading 
of the Holy Scriptures and religious books, explaining to them 
the catechism 5 requiring the prisoners to attend regularly at 
divine worship, and daily prayer. Although the fruits of their 
labours were not equal at all the places of confinement, yet they 
were no where entirely unprofitable. 

The moral state of the women prisoners at the Town prison, 
where their confinement in general is longer than at other 
places, is evidently improving. Without entering into the 
particulars how the prisoners were brought to feel inward re- 
pentance, it is sufficient to point out the benefits arising from 
them. The prison clergyman and the visiting members not 
unfrequently had the consolation to excite repentance in some 
hardened prisoners; and very often during the reading of the 
Holy Scriptures the prisoners exhibited much feeling. During 
the whole year, out of 200 prisoners who were confined at 
different periods in the town prison, it scarcely ever happened 
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that a prisoner on her entry being hardened or perverse, did not 
after some stay in the prison become sensible of the error of 
her ways, and express a desire to read the Holy Scriptures. 

Peace and hai uony were rarely disturbed among the pri- 
soners. As a proof how much they were inspired with unity, 
and well-wishing towards one another, the following example is 
given : In a separate division of this prison, a poor woman with 
an infant was confined last year for debt. Her lamentable situ- 
ation soon excited pity jamongst the prisoners, and they 
informed the overseer, that they wished to buy out this poor 
mother with the earnings of their work. The overseer praised 
their truly Christian wish, and promised to mention the circum- 
stance to the visiting Committee. As soon as one of the 
visiting Ladies came to the prison, the prisoners surrounded her, 
and entreated her to allow them to buy out the poor mother anci 
infant with their earnings. Was it possible tq refuse them in 
such a truly praiseworthy and humane action ? She consented to 
it, and instantly informed the poor woman of it, who being 
touched to the heart with the goodness of the prisoners who 
oflFered her freedom, fell at their feet, and could only express 
her gratitude by tears. Tiie prisoners who perhaps for the first 
time felt the sweetness of a good action, could not refrain from 
tears, and there was not a dry eye in the whole prison. Who 
could remain unconcerned at such an interesting circumstance ? 
Whose heart would not be moved to see poor prisoners proffer 
all that they possessed to redeem a fellow-sufferer from confine- 
ment ? and who could expect such an action from women, con- 
fined for murder and other crimes? This circumstance will 
ever be remembered by the Ladies' Committee as a sign that 
God has blessed their labours. 

The benefits arising from the care of the Ladies' Committee 
in improving the morals of the female prisoners at the Guhernsky 
Praolenie prison are likewise great and flattering. AU the means 
that are used in the Town prison to instruct the prisoners in 
religion are likewise adopted in this place of confinement. As 
this prison contains no chapel, divine service is performed on 
Sundays and holidays in some part of the prison by a clergy- 
man paid for this purpose by the Committee. Amongst the 
prisoners last year, there were some to whom the sacrament was 
never administered before. The conduct of the offenders in 
this prison is much improved : if its former state is taken into 
consideration, at a time when vice and sin reigned uncontrolled, 
and compared with the present, no doubt is left, but that God of 
His infinite goodness has blessed the work. 

The moral improvement of the female prisoners at the Work- 
house met last year with no small hinderance as many of the 
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prisoners were sent for a certain time to the Smmielaait 
house, (likewise a place of confinement) and afterwards . re- 
turned to the workhouse. The prisoners during their staji at 
the Smintelnoi-house were left without the least rdigious in- 
struction. To put an end to this evil^ t\ie Ladies* Committee 
nmlertook to visit that prison, and overcoming many difficukifls 
that lay in their way^ by degrees their , labours met with 
success. The reading of the Holy Scriptures^ explaining the 
catedusjn, and affording oilier instruction, cont^iued throughout 
the year. 

Amongst such a crowd of prisoners addicted to all manner of 
vice, the visiting ladies succeeded at all times in mah^taining 
peace and sobriety. It was particularly remarked that the pri- 
soners showed great attachment towards the visiting ladies^ 
and strictly obeyal their directions. It once hs^pened, that 
one of the prisoners used improper language to the oversefsr 
of the prison. The rest of the prisoners hearing this, publicly 
reprimanded her for her iU-behavioor, and told her |M it did 
not accord with the care which was taken of theii^ and that by 
her c(Niduct the rest of them might lose the favour of the visit- 
ing ladies. The individual referred ta wa« so ioxicb^ wUJh the 
admonitions oi her companions, that sba l^ged that they 
would all foi^ive her; and her companioxis otHained Ibfr her tit^ 
forgiveness of the visiting committee. 

The moral atate of the pisoners at the prison of the Vjic^va 
Blagochinie, with all the endeavours of 4^e Committee^ cannqt 
be much improved, on account of the prisQaers being s/ent to 
this place of confinement for a v^ty short tim^^ they l^re.ppt 
however left qnite destitute of rebgioua instructipo. Xhel^y 
6eript«rei# lure read to them, and on certain 4ay^ divjn^ ^^r^'ic^is 
bdd in this prison. Although the prisoners are confined tojr & 
very short period, yet to have an eye over them is very needful, 
as it keeps them within the bounds of decorum and sobriety. 

Drunkenness, singing, and all manner of gamblings haVe been 
entirely done away with in places of confinement. 

Of the Employment of the Prisoners, 

There is no doubt but that virtue is the sure companion ofin- 
Uustry. After paying due attention therefore to the moralp of 
the female prisoners* the Committee resolved, if possible, to 
keep the prisoners constantly employed. 

The work of the female prisoners at the town^prisons, 
Gubemsky Praolenie, and Uprava Blagoclxinie, continued with- 
out intermission during the whole year, excepting on holidays. 

The female prisoQers of these three prisons were employed in 



fi£6 NORWAY. 

makk^up all sortie of dotlung, knitting stocldhgs^ nightc^pdy 
&c. The prisoners in the Gubemsky Praolenie wove linen 
for shifts for the women, and bed-linen for the men prisoners. 
One of the female prisoners, on quitting the prison, received 
as earnings of her work Rs.50, which is about i£2 sterling. It 
is to be remarked that the prisoners do not always receive the 
whole of their earnings -on quitting the prison, as part of this 
money is sometimes used for prison expenses. 

The female prhoners at the workhouse are obliged po work 
for (jovernment, and have nothing allowed them for thdr 
labour. It is only during their leisure hours that they are per- 
mitted to work for themselves. 

Of the Maintenance <if the Female Prisoners. 

Notwithstanding the crowded state of all the prisons, clean- 
liness is much attended to; the prison-rooms are often 
washed and well aired. The prisoners are Hot in thd least 
restricted in food. The visiting ladies always take care that the 
provisions are fresh and well prepared; the food is cooked 
in the prison, and the prisoners all eat at one table. 

The female prisoners at the workhouse are fed and clothed by 
Government. At the other places of confinement visited by the 
ladies, the prisoners are fumishai with linen and clothing by 
the Committee. The female prisoners make all their wearing 
ai^wrel, and wash their own linen : they are allowed to go to 
the bath once every week. 

To all the gaob under the care of the Ladies' Committee, 
skilful physicians are appointed for the sick prisoners, an 
arrangement that has proved a great blessing. Medicines for all 
the prisons are supplied gratuitously by the Apothecaries* 
Conqpany. 



Extracts from a Work, intitled. Observations on the British Prisons, 
pointing out the necessity for Improvement in the Prison Dts^ 
dpUne of Norway, by Frederick Hoist, M.D. Christiana, 192S, 
Dedicated to his Majesty Charles XIV, John, King of Norwoff 
and Sweden, (Translated from the DanishJ 

The author, who held an official situation in his Majesty's 
government, was deputed by his Majesty, in 1819, to visit 
the principal states of Europe. One of his objects was to 
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make observations on the state of the gaols iu the dififerent 
countries he visited. The prisons in France and Grermany were 
found to be in much the same condition as the prisons of the 
north 5 few had been originally built for the purpose to which 
they are now affiled. In the beginning of the : year 1820^ 
Dr. Hoist came to England with an introduction to the Chair- 
man of the Committee of the Society in London for the Im- 
provement of Prison Discipline, &c. During his residence in 
London, he had an opportunity of examining the system of dis- 
cipline adopted in the best prisons in England, and which he 
states to be the only system that deserves to be studied, or that 
can afford any instruction to the observer. Dr. Hoist furnishes a 
particular description of the various prisons he visited in 
England, and enters into a detail of the general principles upon 
which the improved system of prison discipline is established. 

In Denmark it appears that the subject of Prison Discipline has 
been brought forward in consequence of Dr. Henderson's visits 
and that Dr. Howiss, Professor of Medicine at Copenhagen, be- 
came acquainted with the new system in England, and has 
lately been appointed physician to the house of correction at 
Copenhagen : from his exertions much may be expected, and 
Bome improvements have already been effected. 

In Sweden some improvements are stated to be in agitation* 
On the representation of the Justiciee Ombudsman, (the Bailiff of 
Justice,) Baron Mannerheim, two persons are sent to investigate 
the state of the prisons in that kingdom. 

Dr. Hoist then proceeds to an inquiry into the state of the pri- 
sons of Norway. Some improvements have taken place, but he 
says, ''are these improvements sufficient ? '* A short account of the 
present condition of the prisons, he adds, will tend to decide the 
question. They are described to be of two classes, houses of 
restriction or of correction. These again may be subdivided into 
two other classes, as being under civil or military superintendence. 

The civil places of restraint, or gaols, may be again divided 
into those in the country, where they are attached to the houses 
of the magistrates, and tliose in the towns, which are distinct 
buildings, having their appropriate officers. Of civil houses of 
correction (literally institutions for punishment) there are also 
two kinds in the kingdom : viz. houses of com^ction, where 
labour is carried on, (of which the number is four, viz. at 
Christiania, Christianscmd, Bergen, and Throuhjem) 3 and work- 
houses. — ^The first are under the superintendence of a king's 
officer, called the superior inspector 5 the second under the com- 
cnissioners for the poor. 

The millitary prisons are called Arresta, houses of arrest only 

q2 
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and Slaverion, houses for the punishment of offenders, both in 
fortified places^ and under the commander of the place. 

Dr. Holst*6 intention in Uiis work is only to describe the 
prisons of the capital. The Raad-haus Arrest (or Gaol) is 
ill situated : there is no oj^rtunity for giving the prisoners 
exercise. It contains eleven '* arrest rooms/* eight of which are 
apprc^ated to untried persons, and other offenders, and three to 
debtors: the eight first affording rooms for about fourteen 
persons, but generally occupied by twice the mmiber. The 
windows are very small; there is a great want of cleanliness and 
ventilation ; and the bedding is not sufficient for half the number 
of prisoners, so that many lie on the floor. There is no yard 
to walk in; no bath; no provision icx sickness, and no physi- 
cian. Disease is the inevitable consequence of these evils. 

There is no employment in this prison. Religious instruction 
is confined to two sermons on a Sunday. The New Testament 
and Psalters are furnished by the Norw^an Bible Society. 

Food. — Twelve skeUings per day are allowed for the support of 
eadi prisoner, and he buys his meals of the gaoler^ who has also 
permission to sell to each prisoner one dram of brandy per day. 
The prisoners are continually committing offences^ and pu- 
nished by confinement in ropes or irons. 

The three Burgher Arrest Cells are but little better than the 
forgoing, and open to the Council Hall^ &c. so that the pri- 
soners have free communication with persons in these chambers. 
Debtors alone are not confined here, but many of the untried, 
who are afterwards sent to the houses of correction^ and some 
criminals already condemned. 

House of Correction and Manufactory, established 1736 or 1737, 
for the Reception of Vagrants. — After some r^ulations in the 
year 1789, it became a place of confinement and punishment 
for thieves and offenders, with this restriction, that men should 
be taken here for small offences only, or on iht first heavy of- 
fence. To women, however, this is the place of severest punish- 
ment. 

Thje sleeping-rooms are excessively small, and the working- 
rooms also. Two garrets, in which forty women work, contain 
together a space of one thousand cubit inches, not twenty for 
eatch person. The walls are so thick, and the windows so narrow, 
that in the largest working-room, which has nine windows, it 
is dusk at mid-day. The prisoners have a mouldy wooden cistern 
as a cold bath — there has been some improvement in the treat- 
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ment of tiie rndk Within the last two years. There is b Imr 
that persona wlio Imve not been confirmed should be sent to the 
Bridewell and manufactory house for instruetion. Here they ttne 
inatmdted and catechized^ but OBWciate amongst eriminala, lliere 
are generally about twenty of these boys and girls in confine- 
ment. 

The prisoners Work elcYen and a half hours daily > at sedentary 
employment chiefly^ and not under sufficient regiilatkmw In Octo^ 
ber^ 1820^ the quantity of work to be done by each priiBoner was 
fixed; they are allowed the profits of working over-hours. If 
the work doe& not admit of being ftfdasured^ they are pakl in 
proportion to their industry. 

One 6f the pumshments for idleness or riotous behaviour^ is 
solitary confinement in a dark dni^eon, whidi ia moreover 
very ^imp and unwhoiesdme; two beds are placed in this soli- 
tary celL An allowanoe is made on leaving the prison .of fintar 
skellings on ererj mile (l^drwegian mile) the prisoner has to 
travel home; but this is not sufiicient to 8U[^rt thoSe wha 
have bat to travel. 

Arrest Prisons of the Fort^ied To^n ofjdggirchiem.*^RoomB9st 
appropriated to the confinement of state wid military offenders; in 
siiffsrent parts of the fbrtifiostions. These rooma are tolerably large 
and commodionB, but damp j the dungeons are miserable, and 
very small, but eonsiderable improvements have been made 
within the last two years^ and stricter regulationa adopted | the 
consequences ore already apparent^ and imprisonment for military 
oftnces are less frequent. 

Shanferion cfthe Foriified Toum ofAgg^chkmi — ^This is a prison 
for men only who have committed the most heinous offences^ or 
who have already been sent to the house of correction for a re» 
petitionof smaller crimes* 

This prison was originally a corn magazine; the room9 are 
too small. The prisoners work on the fortifications, and in 
the town, at hard labour, watched by soldiers. About forty are 
generally employed out of the prison 3 nearly double that num- 
ber generally remain, and ar^ not compelled to labpur; apd 
many choose to be idle, though nearly starved in consequence. 

Improvements in the regulations are in contemplation. The 
punishments consist in flogging* in an additional load of irons^ 
and in confinement in cells, or in the dungeon. The prisoner 
in common wear only a light iron clog on their legs. The 
closets, or cells, are behind the sleeping-rooms; the dungeons 
are dark and solitary. The offenders, who are punished by 
confinement in them, lie on straw, on the ground,^ and have no-* 
thing but bread and water. The period of this punii^^ment 
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flomcthiies extends to several weeks ; but in that case they are 
vemoved to one of the upper cells every sixth day^ and are allow- 
ed to walk m the air for ten minutes twice every day. This pu- 
nishment is considered the most severe^ but the most effective. 
The commander of the place is the superintendent. 

Three years ago this class of prisoners was confined in bar- 
racks, in different parts of the fortifications. There were no se- 
parate rooms for the sick, and many other deficiencies^ whidi 
are now improved. The good effects of the strict system of dis- 
cipline which has been enfi»ced for the last three years, appears 
in the fact, that of the 157 prisoners received in the five years 
fiom 1814 to 1818, 22 returned ; of 187 who came in, in 1819, 
1820, and 1821, only 3 returned. The proportion was before as 
14 to IOO5 it is now as If to 100. 

The gaol at Apslo, though built only three years ago, is most 
defective. Dr. Hoist has looked over the official retoms of the 
state of the prisons, collected in 1815, and in aft tiiese prisons 
he finds many defects. 

A proposition for the building of new prisons was bronght be- 
fore the Stathing, in 1818, but from the press of other busi- 
ness was not persevered in. 

In the year 1821, another proposition for applying certain 
fines to the buildii^ of new gaols, vma rejected by the Stathing: 
the criminals are now in &e country obliged to be guarded in 
the magistrates' houses, at great inconvenience. 

In February, 1822, a committee of the magistrates of Chris- 
tiana, with Dr. Hoist, resolved that ^' certain fimds at their dis- 
posal, should be expended in building a new gaol for that town, 
and that the Old Raad-hause should be sold, and the profits applied 
to the same purpose." This gaol is not yet begun. He also 
states, that the Assembly of the States at Ersvold bad, in 1821, 
discussed the subject, and had ordered Mr. Krohg, a counsellor 
of state, a man of ability, to frame the outline of a criminal 
code. 



Extract of a Letter, dated Christiana, July I2th, 182S, addressed 

to the Chairman of the Committee. 

I received, some weeks ago, from the London Prison Disci- 
pline Society a parcel, containing six copies of your annual Re- 
ports, and I beg you to testify to the Society my noost respectful 
thanks for this new mark of its favour. I have c&stributed the 
copies amongst persons, whom I know to be well disposed on 
the subject, and both they and myself feel ourselves much flattered 
by being in this manner kindly remembered by the Society. 
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Some months ago^ I had an opportunity of writing to you, 
and of sending you some copies of my book, lately publii^ied, 
intituled ^' Observations on the British prisons, especially with 
regard to the necessity for a reform of the treatment of prisoners 
in Norway," which I hope you have received. I am glad to 
tell you the ^t, and I know you vnll be highly pleased by 
hearing it, that this necessity for improvemient seems to be more 
and more generally felt 5 and that our Government has, even 
this year, adopted a very important measure which may cer- 
tainly promote the true, or at least, the noblest end of the 
prisons-^the moral reformation of the prisoners l I shall, in 
another letter, have the honour of giving you a more detailed 
account of this than the time now allows of. 

I have herewith the honour of sending you four tables, con- 
taining official statements. 

1st. Of the number of persons tried in Norway in the year 
1821, and of their imputed or committed crimes. 

2nd. An account of the number of prisoners in the Houses of 
correction and Penitentiaries in Norway, in the same year 
(1821), and of the crimes of which they were convicted. 

3rd. An account of the number of causes brought before the. 
'^reconciliating committees,*' and the police courtr of Norway, in 
the year 1821, and how they have heeia. disposed of.* 

4th. An account of the number of causes brought before the 
same courts, during the seven years, from 1815 to 1821. 

Respecting these tables, I think it necessary to add the fol- 
lowing observations : — ^Many of the terms therein used, I have 
not been able to translate into the English language. Amt Big- 
nifies a certain district of the country, whose supreme civil 
officer is named an Amtman, It answers somewhat to the 
shires and sherifis in England, but I thought it better to retMn< 
the Norwegian words. Other words I have been obliged to., 
circumscribe, or to use Latin words instead of them. 

In Norway, there are, as you perhaps may have observed m 
my book, two sorts of prisons for convicted and condemned 
criminals, viz. Houses of correction, one in each of the four- 
principal cities of the country ^ and Penitentiaries, commonly and. 
unworthily called Slaveries, (Slaveriion) and establ]3hed in the 
fortresses. In the first, there are both males and females, and 
in the last, there are only males. 

Many quarrels are attempted to be settled in a firiendly way^ 
by certain pi^lic committees, named *' reconciliation conmiit« 
tees," whose members are elected by the magistracy. Disputes 
are then settled, and many suits prevented. 
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Letter from Count de Reigersberg, Mimster of Justide at Munich, 

to the Chairman of the Committee. 

Monsieur, 

Si j*ai tard^ si long ferns 4 r^pondre d la lettre flatteuse, que 
vous avez bien voulu m*addresser le 7 i^me du Mars 1820, et ^ 
VDUS dire mes remercimens pour les brochures int^restantes, 
que vous avez eu la bont^ d*y-joindre au nome de la Society 
etablie k Londres pour sugg^s dans la discipline int^eure des 
prisons des changemens avantageux et au prisonnieirs et h Vetat, 
je vous supplie. Monsieur, de ne voii^ dans ce rlt&rdem^t que 
le desir, de pouvoir vous communiquer aussi de ma part deS 
^daircissemens nouveaux et interessans sur Vadministaradon de 
la justice diminelle ou Bavarie. 

Pendant ceS deux anndes, qui se sont ^kx)ul^ d^pias la date^ 
od vos communications me sont parvenus, la justice crimincfUe 
a fait des progr^s en Bavarie^ qui peut 6tre n'ont paa ^chapp^ 
^ Tattention de votre Soci^t^. 

Persuade, Monsieur, que tootes les notices, qui rdgaidenit cette 
branche de radministration publique si itppcotaiite poiir la pro** 
sp^rit^ des nations, trouveront un accueU £eivoraUe aupi^ de 
votre digne Sod^t^, j'ai I'honneur de vous envoyer: l%LePrqjet 
d*un nouveau Code P^nal, qui pars la commission legislative a 
^t^ oommuniqu^ aux ^tats de Bavlfere pendant leur stance de Tan 
182^3 ^®, Deux Rapports, que j*ai fjGiit k saMaj^t^ le Roide Bavarie 
sur radministration de la justice dans ce jrdyaume pendant les 
ann^es 1817>et 1819; 3"**, UneordonnanoeouRoi, contenantune 
instruction d^taill^e sur I'occupation des prisonniers. 

Je me flatte. Monsieur, que surtout cette demi^ ordonnance, 
touchant de plus pi^ le bien de votre Soci^t^, conviendta avec 
les principes, qui sont enonc^ d*une mani^re si ^oquente et si 
convaincante dans les rdglemens et les Merits 6man6s de votre 
Soci^t^. 

Je vous prie. Monsieur, de vouloir bien appr^ier les senti* 
mens de la plus haute consideration, aivec lesquds j*ai Thonneur 
d'etre. 

Monsieur, votre tifes humble et tr^ 

Obeissant Serviteur, 

Comte de Reigbrsbkro, 
Munic, ce 19 A6ut 1822. Ministre de la Justice. 
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Ordvnnance of His Majesty the King of Bavaria, for the Em- 
ployment of Persons confined in the Prisons of His Majesty's 
Dominions. 

Maximilian Joseph^ by the Grace of God^ King of Bavaria. 

In several resolutions passed by us in particular courts of 
justice and tribunals, we have already expressed our conviction 
of the beneficial effects which would arise both in a moral and 
political point of view, from employing, to some useful pur- 
pose, individuals imprisoned either for examination or by way 
of punishment : and in the dismissal of our Diet of the 29nd 
of July 1819, we gave an assurance that we would take into 
consideration the possibility of carrying into execution the wishes 
upon this subject, then expressed by the states of the kingdom. 
In order, therefore^ to introduce generally a system which has 
been attended in particular instances with the most beneficial 
results, we have approved of the annexed instructions, and with 
the advice of our mmlsters, we order that the same be inserted 
in the public papers and observed by all tribunals of justice. 

Munich, Jan. 31, 1B29. (Signed) * Max. Josbph. 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Employment of persons imprisoned by way of punishment, 

1. The courts to which gaols are attached are before all things 
to take care that every prisoner, immediately upon his admission 
to the prison, is provided with the necessary implements and 
materials of his peculiar trade ; and that he is kept to work at 
9ach trade during the whole term of his imprisonment ; provided 
that the trade is of such a nature that it may be exercised in the 
prison, without any particular af^ratus except tools, by the 
manual labour of the prisoner. 

52. If the prisoner be a master workman, he is to be compelled 
to take his necessary tools and materials with him to the prison, 
unless his family or those who depend upon his trade for subsist* 
ence would be thereby prevented from carrying it on during the 
term of his imprisonment. 

3. If he be a joumeyman,4the tools and materials must be 
obtained from the master in whose employment he is ^ or, if he 
be imprisoned at a distance from the place of his regular em^ 
ployment, from smy master of the craft to wiiich he belongs, 
who may reside nearest to the place of his imprisonment. 

4. If the usual calling of a prisoner be such as cannot be exer*- 
cised within a prison, he is then to be kept to any other kind of 
labour of which he may be capable : In particular, female pri- 
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soncrs^ who are generally capable of various employments with- 
in a prison^ are to be constantly kept to such employments. 

5. In particular cases^ where no other employment can be 
found for a prisoner^ the gaoler may employ him in some room 
within the prison to chop wood^ or wash^ or assist in the 
kitchen. This^ however^ can never be done without leave of 
the court, nor without the most diligent precautions against 
escape $ and such modes of employment should be confined to 
such prisoners as have been usually so employed previously to 
their imprisonment. 

6. If the prisoner is unacquainted with any mechanical art, 
and belongs to a higher class of society, he is not only to be 
allowed, but to be encouraged by the gaoler, to employ himself 
with writing, reading, or drawii^. 

7. In prisons, where every prisoner has not a separate room, 
but sevend are confined together, they are to be kept to such 
tasks as may be best performed by several persons together. 

8. Great care must be taken vrith respect to prisoners who 
may be suspected of a design to escape or to do themselves 
bodily harm, that no employments are ^ven to them by which 
such designs can be e£Pected. 

2. Emploffment of persons imprisoned for the purpose of 

examinaivm. 

9. Prisoners under examination are to be employed in any 
kin^ of labour consistent with safe custody. 

10. As the object of the employment is of fiir less importance 
than that of the examination, for the sake of which the prisoner 
is in custody, no prisoner must be occupied in any manner by 
which it is possible that the progress of the examination may be 
impeded by his escaping, or committing suicide. 

11. Such prisoners are, therefore, not to be held to any 
labour, without the express permission of the court in which 
the examination is pending. 

12. Prisoners in custody on a charge of such crimes as wouM 
be punished with death, fetters, or an imprisonment of un- 
certain duration, cannot be held to labour 3 those accused of 
minor offences, may be employed in different kinds of labour, 
according to the peculiar character of each, and the nature of 
the offence with which he is charged : but they cannot by the 
law be compelled to labour. 

13. In every case, such employments only are to be chosen 
as may be carried on within the prison, and do not require the 
joint labour of several at once, or the use of dangerous instru- 
ments. 

14. When the implements and materials of trade are fiimished 
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to the prisouer by his relations or friends, they must be carefully 
examined before they are delivered to him 3 and the same cau- 
tion must be implied when the goods are delivered out of the 
prison. 

15. Orders for work may be given to prisoners under exami- 
nation $ but there must be no communication between the pri- 
soner and the person who gives the order ^ the prisoner is not 
to know for whom the order is given 5 and the person who gives 
the order is not to know by what prisoner it is executed. 

16. But prisoners under examination are never to be em* 
ployed in the manner pointed out in No. 5. 

3. General instructions, 

17. As persons confined on criminal charges have seldom the 
means of procuring materials and implements necessary for 
carrying on their respective trades^ the magistrates of towns and 
officers of the different courts should endeavour to excite the 
public to promote the desirable intention of employing prisoners ; 
and in particular^ in large towns^ the formation of societies 
should be encouraged for the purpose of assisting government 
in this respect^ by orders of different kinds of work at the 
prisons^ and by donations of money and materials. 

18. And in order that persons may not be deterred from so 
doing, by the fear of any injury to the materials delivered by 
them at the prisons, the state treasury will be answerable for 
any damage done to such materials by the prisoners to whom 
they may be delivered for manu&cture ; and the amount of such 
damage shall be immediately paid to the person to whom the 
materials belong, by the court to which the prison is attached, 
and charged by such court as part of the costs of the proceedings 
in the case of that prisoner under whose hands the damage was 
occasioned. 

19. If the efforts of such societies and individuals should not 
be found sufficient to supply employment for all the prisoners, 
and no work can be found for them, for the benefit of their 
family or their masters, then, but not till all other means of 
employment entirely fail, they are to be employed at the expense 
and for the account of the state treasury. 

20. For this purpose, and under the above limitations, every 
criminal court is empowered to advance such sums of money as 
may be necessary for procuring implements of trade for the 
prisoners, especially implements of small value 5 and also ma- 
terials for manufocture. 

21. The gaoler is to superintend, under the direction of the 
court, the purchase of the materials and implements ; to distri- 
bute the former amongst the prisoners ; and to look, from time 
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to time, at the prisoners while at work^ to see that they are 
clDigent and careful. 

22. The gaoler has not only to give an accurate account of 
every thing purchased by him to the court 3 but must enter in 
a book, to be kept by him far that purpose^ the quantity of 
work done by each prisoner^ and of the materials delivered to him y 
and this book is to be examined by the court at the end of every 
week. 

23. At the end of the week the gaoler must deliver the work 
done by each prisoner to the courts together with an account; 
and the court will then make a catalogue of the whole^ and 
affix the prices. 

24. In order to facilitate the sale of the manufactured goods^ 
the price should be fixed as low as possible ; and the amount 
should be determined by the cost of the materials^ and the usua( 
price of labour ; not taldog into calculation the interest on thd 
capital expended in the purchase of materials^ &c.' or the sums 
pajd^ from time to time^ by way of indemBity for damaged ma« 
terials. Of course^ the choice of the kind of labour is to be 
regulated by the demand3 of the neighbourhood of each particur 
lar prison. 

$5. In affixing a price to the articles manu&ctnred^ and de* 
termining the means for a speedy disposal of them, the court 
should consult with the magistrates of the place or district. 

26. From the produce of the sale, the state ti'^asdry is in the 
first place to be repaid any advances made from it j and then the 
earnings of each prisoner respectively are to be substracted. 
If any thing afterwards remains, it is to be applied towards 
mending the implements or purchasing new materials. 

27. The wages are to be accounted tor to those prisoners only 
who are condemned to pay their own expenses dunng imprison- 
ment, and have the power of so doing, they may receive a part 
of their earnings to assist in their support during their imprison- 
ment 3 the remainder is to be kept for them till they are set at 
liberty. 

28. The prisoners confined under examination, who are not 
compellable to labour, and have no property of their own, shall, 
as an inducement to labour, receive a thn^ of their earnings 
immediately, another third at the close of their imprisonment, 
and the remainder shall go to indemnify the state from the ex- 
pense of their support while in prison. 

29. The earnings of prisoners confined by way of punishment, 
and who have no property of their own, are first to be subject 
to the payment of the price of the materials and imphements, 
and then to be distributed among their femiHes, or kept for 
them till the expiration of their period of confinement. 
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leiter^ram his Mqje^ty the SSng of Wibtsmbbbo^ the Cftotr- 
mm of the Committee, dated Stuttgart, le 25 JuUlet, 1822, 

M(Mi8ieur le Fr&iident« 

J'ai re^u votre lettre du 14 Jain d' ^ laqueUe vous avez bien 
voqIu joindre le troisilme Ri^iport du Comity dd la 6oci^t6 
4tablie poor ram^lioration des prisons. Ayant appris par ce 
rapport avec un veritable int^r^t le succ^s qu'ont eu jusqu'id ks 
efibrts de la Sod^t^. Je la £§licite fundament sur les heureux 
r^siihats qu'a produit un but aiifisi sahitaire que le si^n, en 
desirant yiviement que la Soci^t6 en pidsse obtenir de jour en 
jour des plus fevorables. 

VeoOlez'te^ l-interpi^de mes fientiments auiMf^ du Comity 
et kii dire que, J'accepte avec plaisir la nouvelle marque de son 
attention qa-elte m'a donn^ par irotre brgane. An reste je 
prie Dien, qu*il vpus ait. Monsieur le Pr€sident> en sa 
sainle garde. * . 

Fv le Roi. k Secretaire d*£tat, Wslhsut. 

(Si^aed) Vxlluavbz. 
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Letter from Count Msmkg, Minister of State, to the Chaimuin 
of the Committee, dated Hanover, the 6th Feb. 1823. 

Sib, 

Thb di£feient Reports and publications of the Society for the 
Improvement of PrisonBiscipline established in London, together 
ivim a model, according to which the construction of prisons is 
recommended by the Society, have been received by liis Miajesty's 
Hanoverian government. Ilie object in vkw is so important, 
and the manner in wfudi fte Society h^ met the applicatk>n 
which waa made to them, too obliging, not to ca& for the sin- 
cere and erateM acknowledgments of the Hanoverian Govern- 
ment, whteh I b€^ to present to you and to the Committee for 
the assistance so kindly aiforded« 

The various regulations are so etcellent in themselves, that 
they merit the most earnest atten^n, and I riiall avail mysetf 
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of the offer mwle of fiiither explanation and awistanoe, if the 
same should still be requk^^ . 

I have the honour to h^, ^m peiliect esteem. Sir, 

YcHur moflt obedient servant. 
His Mije8ty> Minister. of .State, ^ad of the Cabinet 
for the Kuig^om tf HaotoTer, 
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Letter from the Duke de DAiiAa, to ike QkOnmh,^ the Gnk- 
mitiee, dated Pdrii, le 11 JaMer, 182SI. 
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Monsieur, 

Monse^^nr le Due d'AngooMine a^r^ le^ pffii^txipie' la 
8oci^t6 pour ram^lioniitkm des prisons en Ap^i^a^m a lAexk 
inouliilui adr^sser. S. A. W* a ^t^ 6Etr6nemeiil jensibie k c«t 
bommage de litfpstre Spcii^ qui oonsacre ayec taiitde mxcd^ 
sestravaux au soulagement de rhumanit^, elle mo, cbaijgad^ 
miQB pder. Monsieur, de traoamettre aes sincf^rea jnpnerd^ients 
a la Soci^t6 en re^fevant pour vous rnftine l^Mwrimce des 
sentiments que lui inspire Totre z^le pour un ^tablissiement d*un 
si haut intei^. 
J*ai rhonneur d'etre avec la consid^tion la plus distingu^e. 

Monsieur, 
Votre ti^ humble et ti^ obfissant servitenr, 

Le Due de Damas. 
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LYONS. 

Prisof^ of St, Joseph. 

Tills prison contained at the time of ttus ii^t, 340 men and 
40 women^ of whom a few werQ for debt. / There is no dastifi- 
cation^ some employment is provided, and about 40 priisqner^ 
were, seen at work, carding fur for the manufecture. of ha<n> 
There are no separate day-rooms ;. the few who are at wod: 
ajre kept in rooms for that purpose ; the rest of the prisonen 
remain in the court-yards and passages. Th§ bed-roonpis are 
very crowded} aome of the prisoneirs were observed who had 
neither bed nor coverings because they, were not able to pay ^ 
the montlily charge for beds, . is from o^e and ja half iiane to 
fiv^ each. The passage leading to the night-roQma ^^ce narrow, 
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dirty, and rety oSeoaire : parts d the floors ^were flooded tvith 
water. 

A considerable pcxtion of tke prisoners^ viz, those who are 
nnable to pay lor better night accommodation^ sleep in dun- 

feons undei^groond; tiiese cefls have little air« and no day-light : 
measured one of them by the Ught of a lantern^ in which the 
keeper told me twelve or thirteen prisoners had slept the night 
before: I found it twelve feet by abont fifteen : and in othm, 
not much larger^ twenty-eight had slept ; these prisoners had 
nothing but straw to cpverthqu. It was wet weather at the 
time of this visit, and I oWervcd wat^ flowed rapidly down the 
steps that led to these terriMe dvngeqns ; at the bottom it cc^- 
lected together in a lai^e pool. The appearance of the wretched 
men who sl^ in these ceUs was most miserable ^ they, were 
4irty, half-'naked, uoshpm § men, boys, and all crimes mixed 
togetilier. 

In acell apart from these, butof the same nature, far under- 
crouod, to get at which the keeper opened aght great iron 
doors, I fmmd » wretched man sentenced to Hme months 
8oUtarK^$ohfinement> his cdH !a ve^ lofty^ and near the top is 
a ai^oaU opening that admits a little air, and scarce any light j 
fhis u ttie only ,open^g, t^esid^ the door, to this horrible plaoe* 
The air was impure, ai^' the smell very i^ensiva* The misenir- 
ble creature was asleep ; the bars and locks awoke him. I 
spoke to him, and he answered me by cursing those that had 
put him there, crying out bitterly against the injustice of his 
sentence ; the keeper gave him some curses in return. He is 
allowed a pound and a half of bread per dinr with water. 
. Tl^^re is a chapel In. the luison, no bibles are provided; a 
medical person attends the prison dsuly. 

Spirituous liquors are sold within uie prison ; and 1 observed 
the prisoners playing at caids and other games with money at 
stake. Hie most common offence in the prisoners is fighting, 
which is punished by sbHtary confinement in the dungeons ; ifi 
one of whidi, there are very heavy chains for !the purpose of 
j^tehtng the prisoner to the wall; in this way they are some- 
tunes c&ined for several days together. 

The other prison in Lyons is for the untried ; it contains some 
hundreds of prisoners; but I was unable to visit it, as the 
Frocureur du Roi, who has authority over that prison^ would 
not sufier me to see it by any means, although I applied to him 
through persons of the mt respectability in the city. 
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PRISON AT MALINES, 

As there is not a court or assize at Malines^ the diief*pla6e of 
^e province being Brussels^ to this prison those persons only 
are committed, who are charged with minor ofiences^ or. who 
ane convicted t>f them. It is situated in the principal square of 
Malines^ and it adjoins the Corps du Garde. It is to. be wished 
that the govemm^it^ or the local authorities would erect a new 
prison more consonant with humanity. There is no court-yiard 
or airing ground; the day-rooms are in a bad state; anil 
sickness is hrequent among the prisoners.' The allowance of 
food is, a pound and a half of bread made of barley ana wheat 
flour; spirituous liquors are not prohibited; there is neither 
dispel nor infirmary In the prison. Although used as a brideweff, 
for the employm^it of persons sentenced for six months or 
shorts periods^ yet there is no work of any kind. The isexes 
■tu« separated; but no forther classification af^pears to be main- 
tahied. The prisoners are provided with firing and lights^ from 
a fund raised by subscription amongst the respectable mhabitr 
imts of the town. 



PRISON AT TEBMONDE. 

• • • . - ■ 

This prison is situated within the precincts of the town; it^ 

arrangement is bad. There is a spacious court-yard^ in which 
the prisoners iu*e allowed for several hours of the day to take 
exercise: sickness is not common amongst them; there is no 
infirmary; neither is there a chapel in the prison. The keqier 
is an old police officer, and is exceedingly severe towards his 
prisoners. This prison like the preceding is under the superin- 
tendence of the Procureur du Roi; it would contain near 15Q 
prisoners^ but ^t this time there were only half that number 
within it? walls. ' . 



PRISON AT ANTWERP. 

This prison (the Maison d*An^t) receives persons for trial as 
well as those sentenced for minor ofiences, to six months 
imprisonment^ or under that period. It is a square buildings front* 
ing one of the public streets^ though without aJbrding theprisoners 
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any oiea&s of. public communication. It is calculated to hold 
SOO prisoners^ viz. twenty ^ diebtors, twenty females, and 160 
other prisoners : the present number is -eighty^ but 250 prisoners 
have been within its walls ait one time. 

. There are three court-yards^ which are airy : the drainage 
appeared to be in bad order. There are twenty-five cells, each 
holding six prisoners ; the windows are in general glazed ', and 
the passages and rooms appeared clean^ being washed twice a 
week. The rooms are sufficiently well ventilated ; but no firing 
is allowed efven in the sevierest weather. The prisoners sleep in 
tfie same cells they occupy in the day time; their beds are the 
same as military beds^ being ten feet wide by six in lengthy 
furnished with straw mattresses^ with a blanket. Prisoners de 
grand pistole pay nine sous a day for single beds. 

A surgeon visits the prison daily; on his arrival^ all the 
prisoners are informed of it, and his recommendations are duly 
attended' to. When cases of contagion occur among the pri- 
soners they arc removed to tiie city hospital, where there is a 
ward set apart for that purpose. 

The governor resides in the prison; he bears an excellent 
character; he visits the iaterior twice a day, morning and 
evening, and attends to complaints, &c.; he has four turnkeys 
under him, of whom three may be more properly denominated 
wardsmen, selected from the more orderly prisoners. The rules 
of the prison, which are affixed to the walls in different parts of 
the interior, prohibit the free introduction of spirituous liquors, 
and forbid gambling. There have been no escapes from the 
prison. There is no employment provided; solitary confine- 
ment is used as a punishment by the governor; it is continued 
from six hours to three days, according to circumstances, and 
with good effect generally. Irons are used on refractory pri- 
soners; but corporal punishment appears not to be resorted to 
in any case. 

There is a diapel ia the prison at which the catholic prisoners 
only are obliged to attend, others are left to their own inclina- 
tion : in the chapel the males *and femalies are seated distinct 
from each othier, as are alsa the classes : and in general they 
behave in an orderly manner. The priest receives three francs 
eveiy Sunday for his attendance: he does not attend the sick: 
no Bibles are provided. The food allowed is a pound and a half 
of bread, made of barley and wheaten flour, the latter in the 
proportion of one third; this allowance is in some cases insuffi- 
cient; there is a canteen in the prison where the prisoners pur- 
chase certain articles, allowed by the rules, aliso wine not exceed- 
ing the value of two-pence a day. 
. The. convicted are allowed clothing, which consists of a eom- 



246 AH8TBRDAM. 

plete 8ult| and In winter the clothing is o# a Tranner artide. 
But little appeals whidi will ivammt the ohs^rrstion, that ^e 
prisoners quit the prison improred in thdr moral character. 
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AMSTERDAM— THE RASP HOUSE. 

So called fiom the former occupation of the prisoners^ mi 
toM/Wix of which is placed over the entrance door. Thei^lfere 
174 prisoners at this time^ not any of whom were women; they 
are sentenced to various tenns of imprisonment, from Qne month 
to twenty-eight years; the greatest proportion dt whom are 
for theft. 

The prison consists almost entirely of one square^ ranounded 
by buildings^ the lafge windows of which look into it, and thus 
abundant opportunity is afforded of communication among all the 
prisoners. Tliese buildings contain fourteen chambers or 'cells; 
from seven to fourteen prisoners occupy each cell, which are 
used by tbs same set by night as well as by day. The square 
court is opened every day to the different chiunb^ in saccenion^ 
so that idlget.the freedom of the yard one day in about ten; 
the small ceUs being thrown open two at once. There Is also ^ 
chapel and an infirmary, with a canteen or suttler^s shop, within 
the prison. No r^idar labour is provided, but jHisoners are 
allowed to follow .up thdr own trades in tiie pitison, some of 
whom manufacture small boxes and other articles in bone, wire, 
&c.; these they sell to strangers, bedding them out through 
their bars, using the greatest importunity to prevail upon them 
to become purchasers : with tlieir gains they may purcliase vriial 
they please at the canteen, which may fiurly be termed a 
gin-shop, an article which, with every other, is sold at a much 
more exinrbitant price -than in the city. 

Solitary confinement is occasional^ resorted to for offences in 
the prison, but no fiogging is used. There are rarely any hmatic 
prisoners ; these when they do appear, are spbn remov^ to ihe 
hospital. The allowance of food is a pound of black bread per 
day, soup once a week, with barley, and on Sundays meat. 

The infirmary appeared veiy dean^ and well ahred; it is v&Hed 
daily by a physician and suigeon; four prisoners only Were sick 
at this time, which is considered about the average number. 

It was allowed on all hands, that the prisoners universally 
leave this place worse in their morals, than when they come in^ 
Without employment, it is wholly impiobabk axxf'txvpacM^ 
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eflect can be produced by a sentence to this prison : and the 
very obnoxious custom so frequently to be met with on the con- 
tinentf of allowing a cante^ to be kept up in the prison, affonls 
a constant means of indulgence in spirituous liquors, or leads to 
extortion; all attempt at gDoAdiadplinej mupt in consequence 
be thwarted. 

ROTTERDAM PRISON. 

The prison at Rotteidam^ is in the midst of .the .town -, it con»- 
talned S04 pxiaoaen, indoding £Drty women and thirty-eight 
imtried piteners. It is in every point, (except the ventilieition of 
the men's wovldng-^rooms,) very fer ihlerior to this Maison de 
Force, at Ghent. . The plan of the prison present^ one central 
square, snrroonded hj buildings, the windofws of which look into 
the s^piaiej |>e8ides this < there' arie two aide wings, one of which 
cosudsts'fif tiie house of the keqper, whose windows command a 
good view into the yards. There are also the chapel, and some 
oijher apartments in the same ij'ing j; the 'Other wing is appro- 
priated .to the: women- and debtoirs— ^very few indeed of the 
latter aie sent iierer- The bmldings occnpyhig three sides of the 
cential 8§paare, are divided into rooimd, in dimensions about 
twenty feet by ^ht, in each of wlddi, on an average, eleven 
prisoness a» confined} the ^^one room serving for tiieir day^ 
room, bed*chamber, and workshop. The ur of these rdomff, 
however^ was not offensive: they sleep ia hammocks, swun^ 
above each other, which are rolled up by day. The condemned 
alone are compelled to work 3 their work seemed more various 
and less systematic than at Ghent. The untried tue not allowed 
to work, and are kept in separate rooms above stairs. The 
employment consists of spinmng^ making nets^ and sorting 
coffee 3 the prisoners receive at the time one third of their earn- 
ings^ and the'like proportion at iheir leaving> the remainder goes 
to the government. 

Tlieir food consists of one pound of black bread, one pound 
of potatoes^ and a mess of muk every d&y. There is a most 
dismal place for solitary confinement, vrfier^ idle and disorderly 
prisoners are shut up without %ht, and the only admission df 
air is through a small aperture ici one of the walls. We saw 
a much less terrific place of soHtaiy confinement for refrac- 
tory females. Both protestant and catholic worship are performed 
in liie prison, l^oe seem to 1>e ia general very few sick, only 
ten were at this time ill; good oare istsken of the paeient^ 
during thdr illhess. The mal^ctxn^ frequently return to th^ 
prison, some fifteen or sixteen ^es t oati man how in prison 
was brou^t back theviery d&y alteer neluldbetosetat'fibertjr. 
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Extract nf a Utter from PhUadOphiQ, dated Deoembeg: ^6^ 1«K2. 

In coDjimction trtth several otherg, I am etsgaged as 8 com- 
missioner under the appointment of the govenmitent c^ thia 
State in superinteiiding tiie erection of a F^i^^tiaiy near tl& 
dtf . We are endoiii^ eleven ^cres of groondj witli n stone 
wall iliirty feet higfa/vmhin wliicii^ oeOs are to be erected^ upon 
the radia^ng {irindple, for the solitary confinement of the pri- 
soners. The builduig is calculated to accommodate 30a persons^ 
and wOl^ when finished, furnish the first, and only opportunity 
of a &ir trial of the mild penal code whidi was vuij years 
ago adopted in Pennsylvania. 

Upon the result <» tlus experiment much vriK depend, and I 
trust the issue wffl be valuable to the ends oi punishment and 
reform. Tiie oidy offence for whidi life is forfeited in this state, 
is murder of tlie first degree; and such is the aversion of our 
citizens generally to infiict that awful punislmient, that it is 
difficult to convict a person charged with that crime: in short, 
few jiuors can be found wlio do not object to try issues of that 
kind, a circumstance wliich proves an ameliomtion of feeling 
whidi is creditable to human nature. 



SOUTH AMERICA. 
Extract of a letter, dated Carraecae, F^h. S5, 1823. 

Concerning Prison Discipline it may be stated that we have 
here only one prison, containing at present about eighty prisoners > 
four for murder, the remainder for theft, and other misdemeanors. 
It is amiserable old house^ very dirty^ and but indi£Eerently secured; 
indeed, the principal security is the guard, consisting of al)out 
a dozen soldiers. The only prisoners separated feom the rest, are 
those condemned to death ; no castigations or tortures ace used; 
chains are proportioned to the nature of the crime. Executions 
are not very frequent; the last was in the middle of October; 
the mode of execution is different to that in England : tlie 
criminal is placed on a chair in the marke|;-plaoe, with his eyes 
bound, when half a dozen scalers fire upon him. 
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Extract of a letter, dated Trinidad, June 5> 1823. 

Thb tre^id-mfll wtich I brought oat, (a small one for ten. 
persons in gangs of five each) has already produced such an 
effect as to be likely to supersede flogging altogether, and itis 
now daHy subiBtitatei for the whip, and with infinitely more 
^fiect. r should be glad of, any reports re^urding the system of 
working it, as observed in different parts (h England. 
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tkt E»p€iue4^FagrtuU»dmriagih» Imt- ^Mt m Yam. 

tEitnwtad ftom FuBanieiitaiy R^ 

■ 

TeaxB. Eim^iaBd. Wales. 

j&. i, d, £• i» d» 

1816 25,844 6 11 046 10 7 

1817 40,086 12 3 1358 9 6 

1818 45,284 3 4 1459 8 6 

1819 50,866 2 9 1201 1 4 

1820 58,950 8 1 1076 1 O 

1821 58,345 12 1423 19 6 

1822 26,516 12 1 425 3 O 



Resolutions of General Meeting, 1820. 

At a Gbnbbal MkBTiNO of the Subscribers and Friends U> 
The Society fob the Improyembnt of Pbison Discipline, 
AND fob the Reformation of Juvenile Offenders, held at 
Freemasons' Hall, on Taesday, May 23, 1820, 

H.R.H. Hie DUKE of GLOUCESTER, K.G. Patron, 

In the Chair; 

The following RESOLUTIONS were unanimouslj i«;ieed 
to :— 

It was moved by the Marquis of Lansdown, and sec<Mided by 
Lord Auckland-— 

That it ai^pears, by Returns which have recently been kid 
before Parliament, that of 518 Gaols and Houses of Correction 
in the United Kingdom, and to which, in the year 1818, upwards 
of 107,000 persons were committed, . 23 only of these Prisons 
are divided, as required by law, for the classification of offenders j 
59 have no division whatever to separate male friHn female pii- 
soners j 136 have merely oae division *, and that in 73 prisons 
only has employinent of any descrq>tion been introduced. That 
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this Meeting fbeb deeply impressed with the convicdon^ that the 
defective construction and discipline of many of the Gaols and 
Houses of Correction^ are productive of much crime and misery; 
that^ as the J^reat end of all punishtnent is the prevention of 
crime^ this object is best attainable by measures which, while 
they operate to deter, are calctilated to reform the offender^ 
that etpierience has satis&ctorily demonstrated the beneficial 
eflfecis'<of tahitary arrangements in PriiBoh Discipline, by whidi 
humane tiftatm^t, connuit inspeclkin^ moral and religious in- 
stru<itk3tt, tiiifidods ddssiiBcation, land weU*regulated labour, 
seldom fim, tinder the Diyiiie blessiing, to reclaim the most 
guilty, and soften the most obdurate; wat the general adoption 
of an improved and enlightened system, in the construction and 
lAanagement of public Prisons, would vety essentially contribute 
to tlie diminution of crime, and the welrare of the community ; 
and that tliis Meeting is therefore singly convinced of the 
necessity of continnixig Its exertions in the collection and diffu- 
sion of us^iil information, the suggestion of beneficial regula- 
tions, the drculation of Tracts^ the preparation of plans for the 
erection of new, and for the alteration of old Prisons, and in 
otherwise acceterating the aidoption of Improvements hi Prison 
Discipfine. 

It was moved by William Wilbbrporcs, Esq. M.P. and 
seconded by the Right Hon. Wm. Sturges Bourne, M.P.-— 

That this Meeting laments to observe the continued increase 
of youtliM Criminals in the Metropolis alnd its vicinity, to an 
extent most deeply affecting the public security; that, by a per- 
sonal inquiry which tliis Sodety has made into the caseis of 2000 
juvenile depredators, there is reason to believe, that in tiie citks 
of London and WestminiHer, and the borough of Soiithwark^ 
there iure iqiwards of CiOOO bbys, who derive subsistence by the 
daily perpetration of pffepces; that, aKhot^h some of the dr* 
cumstances which operate as indtemietits to juvenQe delinquency 
aie difficfnlt of removal, yet there is one cause which admits of 
specific remedy, and the effects of which are deeply injurious— 
the defi^ve (Usdifiifaie of this Gaolis; that crowded ais these 
prisons are with felons, of every degree in guilt, the youth com- 
mitted on sn^cipn tmly, or bonneted of his first offence, is 
A^cessarily compelled to mix with characiefB the most atrodou^^ 
among whom, if inii6c0nt, he muA soon be corrimted, and, if 
mH^, hardened in ihi^ty ; fhat this Meethig is therefore 
d^dedly of opinion, t&at no means for tlie diminiition of juve- 
nile ddinqneiM^ will be so eQdldo^ as tiie erection of a prison 
for yobthftd oronders hi tliie liietropolls, to'be conducted on an 
ad%htdM| system of discipline; a me^taie vHikhihis^ttteeilSlig 
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18 happy to oboerve has ceceWed the aaiictioa and reoammendar 
tion of the Gaol Gommitlee of die House of tiords. : 

It was moved by Earl Grosvbnob^ and seoondi^d by Sxbpsen 
LuBHiNOTON^ Esq. LL.D. M.P. — 

That it has been been asoertained by this Society, thai a gnat 
proportion of the juvenile depredators in the metropcdis av& tiie 
^ctims of parental neglect^ entirely destitute elf moral nd 
religious instruction^ ana very frequent^ without any means <yf 
procuring an honest subsistence: under such circumstances the 
temptation to phinder becomes ahnost irresistible^ and it is tiie 
duty as well as the interest of the community to diminish that 
temptation by every practicable (Nrecautimi^ and to redakn those 
who have deviated iram the paths of honesty; that this Society 
has therefore adopted arrangements for the relief of destitute 
boys^ desirous of abandoning thdr vicious habits^ but who, 
without such assistance^ must have recurred to dishonest practices 
for support: that the success of the Society> in reforming a 
considerable number of youthful criminals, has been highly 
satis&ctoryi but it is greatly to be regretted, that the low sta^ 
of its finances has obliged tho C!ommittee to reject the earnest 
petitions of many, who have had the strongest daims for 
assistance. 

It was moved by Sir Thomas Babino, Bart. M.P. and seconded 
by William Allen, Esq.-^ 

That this meeting learns with much pleasure the exertions of 
the Dublin Association for the Improvement of Prisons and of 
Prison Discipline, whose valuable labours have essentially con- 
tributed to excite inquiry, and otherwise promote improvements 
in that part of the United Kingdom } nor can this Meeting with- 
hold the expression of its sincere delight, that the philanthro{ac 
interest which hq^y prevails on this important subject thfoiig- 
out the kingdom, has extended to foreign countries j that a 
Society has been estabfished in Russia under the immediate 
patronage of His Imperial Majesty, for the Improvement of puUic 
Prisons, auxiliaries in connexion with which are forming in the 
principal towns of that vast empire; that in France, the Royal 
Society for the Amelioration of Prisons, of which the King has 
been pleased to declare himself Protector, is in active operation; 
that in Prussia and Sweden a strong disposition has been shevn 
to prosecute thia benevolent work; and that prospects of a most 
encouraging nature have lately opened, which affiird the Sode^ 
a well-grounded hope that the period is at hand, when humane 
and enlightened principles of dbcipline will be carriied iaio 
.practical operation throughout the JhrisQUS of every European 
State. ' 



iliSCKLLAK'BOVir. ^^ 

It was moved by the Hon. Henry Gbst Bbmnvt, M.P. and 
seconded by Joskps John Gurnst, Esq.—* 

That this Meeting begs respectfully to express it^ grateful 
acknowledgments to those Magistrates^ and otiier friends to the 
improvement of Prison JDiscipline throughout the kingdom, 
whose co-operation has materially fiu;ilitated the ofoJ^tS: of rt)^ 
Society, and upon whose continued exertions the success of any 
jdaa for this purpose must essentially dq)end. 

It was moved by Lord Bblgrave, and seconded by the Hon. 
and Rev. Qsjiumj^ Nonurf- 

That it is impossible, on the present occasian, to omit the 
deh^ration of the high sense which this Meeting entettainai of the 
unwearied and benevolent exertions of the Ladies* CoibmittdcSf 
visiting Newgate and the Borough Compter, who, under cir- 
cumstances the most dlsadvaotageous, have strildngly exhibited W 
the world the powerfhl efficacy of reli^us instruction, kindr 
ness of treatment, and judicious discipline, in reclaiming the 
"depraved ; and this Meeting earnestly recommends thdr exiunfple 
to Ladies inhabiting other populous cities, as calculated to 
produce the most beneficial effects upon thre moral improvement 
of prisoners. ; "; 

It was moved fay Lord Nvobut, and seconded by Tho^u^ 
Sfrino Rice, Esq, M.P.— 

That the following Noblemen and Gentlemen be elected Vioe* 
Presidents of the Institution : — See page 3, . ' - 

And that tibe following Gentlemen be the Committee fbr the 
year ensuing, with power to add to thdr nprnbor;-— &e page 4. 

His Royal Highness bdng obBged, timiugh indisposition, to 
leave the chair, and Lord AircKLAirp being csSed thereto, it was 
vooved by the Marquis of Lan8ix)wn-— 

That the grateful thanks of this Meeting be presented to His 
Royal Higlmess the Duke of Glougbstbr, K.G. for the kind 
patronage and liberal -support with which he has honoured this 
Society, for his unremitting attention to its interests, and par- 
ticulaHy for his attendance this day, though labouring under 
severe Indisposition. "''.",. 

It was moved by Lord Lilford, That the sincere thanks of 
this Meeting be presented to Lord Auck^.and, for hid kindness 
in taking the chair on the present occasion; and for. the veiy 
able:nuumer in which, he had conducted the ptoceedihgs of 
the daj. 
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ReMolutions qf Otneral Meeting, IB21. 

Av k Gbmsbal MBBTtira of the Subscribers and and Friends 
to Tbb Socnmr roB ram luruortanMT or Pbison Discipline^ 
AND fob Ttai Rbfobmation or JvTSNiLB OrrENDBBS^ held at 
FktemaMMia* HaV, on Saturday^ June % 185tl, 

H.B.H. The DUK£ of GLOUCESTERp K.G. Patron, 

In the Chair; 

The fonowbg RESOLUTIONS were nnaahnouflly agreed 
to:— 

It was moved fay Lord Calthobpb^ and seconded bj Lofd 
John Russeu., MP.— 

1.— That a Report, founded on the abstract ivfaich has been 
read to the Meetmg, be printed and circulated under the direc- 
tion of the Cominittee. 

It was moved by Sir Jambs Maokinto6h» M, P. and seconded 
by Sir Thomas Babino, Bart. M.P.— 

3,-**That it is a subject of the warmest congratulation to this 
Meeting, that the cause of Prison Discipline, and the principles 
advocated by this Society^ have, during -the past year, ^Bit^lied 
to obtain the increasing attention of the legislature and of the 
public; and that satisfactory amendments have taken place in the 
oonstrucdon and discipline of various prisons throughout the 
kingdom. That, although the number of places of confinemeDt 
.whidh are lamc^itably defective in kispection, classification, and 
labour is still great, yet the progressive advancement of improve- 
ments justifies the hope tl)At tl^ peiipd is npt &r i^jbant, when 
the prisons of this country will be unifQ^iginily rj^goUtod by a sys? 
tem, which shall combinis the refonni^t^ vdth tiie punishment 
of the offender. 

It was moved by Samubl Hoare, jun. Esq. and seconded by 
the Rev. ThomasLlotd, M.A.of He^tferd-^ 

3. — That this Meeting denies an imputation which has been 
assiduously circulated, that the system of Prison DiscipUne, 
which it is the object of this Society to recommend^ has a ten- 
dency to divest punishment of its just and salutary terrors; aa 
opinion whidi is refbted by abundant evidence,* and has no 
Ibundation whatever in truth : that experience demonstratestbst 
the criminal views with indifference imprisonment whidi k de» 
fective in classification and employment, and where his gvdUy 
propensities are indulged by vicious habits and corrupt ssso- 
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same prisowur i^pejvtedlf rstanrnVj wbile- those priaooB are re- 
gavded with dreao^ and Uie re-committals toth^ are oompara- 
tiYdjT rare». m which idleiie9S« gamblings and, dissipatiop^ are 
superseded by ab8tiiience« labour^ and restraint. 

It W2I3 taoved by the Hon. Biskry Qnm limtSET, M.P. .and 
seconded by Joan bIlaxWkll, Esq. M.P^ — 

4.^-That this Meeting is deeply impressed with the Hunentable 
coii(&tion *0f soSftf tMiSiaids of boys in the metropolis^ who, 
fit>m their earliesi y«ai»;ha<^ been trained to theooamnsskmc^ 
oriBie, Mid< taught to p^iweU for their daily muntenanoef that 
t^e diminutunpi of anre¥il;l&a|ight wiUi ecmsequences so injorioup 
to society^ is at once the duty and tiie interest of an enli^tened 
pablicl$''lLndtiiat akage propoition of crime and misery might 
be prevented^ were the funds of the Society sufficient to enisle 
the Committee ta extc^ their plcuia fin* the reformation of cri- 
xninal youlli. lliat this lileetingis^ ihei''^''c> ^ opinion^ that the 
Society's. ^[ffiMrts to redaim jiurenUe pffenders^h^hly merit the 
liberal support of the pUbJii;, luid especially at the present time, 
when noiany distressed boys present ^eandTes at the priJaooff 
of the metropolis^ who, wfere the means offered to them, might 
be induced to forsake for ever a life of wretchedness and 
guilt. 

It was witred by ItottRT Baamsbt CoorxR, Esq. M.P. and 
saoQii4^ by^SDMCND HoMKBTi Esq. liLP.^-^ 

•r|hH-«<Itai thcFthtfaks oftlil»:Meetteg be resfMotfcdly presented 
to Hn nMdatrsnyy thHNq;iMMit tiie United Kl^om, vAio ha^e 
floabty ainv^eakmiijr di^oted ' tbeh- ebnsidemtion to improve- 
m^its in the ^instruction, and discipline <if the prisoners under 

th€»r Ye6p«i<^e JttrM<^t<<t^ 

It waamoTod-by Lord Lonvtfoir, abd seconded- by tViLXiiAM 
Evans, Esq. M.P. — 

6>— That tfaia Meethig learns with great pleasure the' conti« 
nued exiertions of the Dublin Association for the Improvement of 
Prison Disdpline, by whose Indefotigable labouifs, under the 
patnmaee of the Right Hon.CaABLB8 Grant, the prisons in the 
sister kmgdom have been closely investigated, and their condi* 
tion in many instances niatenally improved; and that this 
Meetitts sinemly rejoiees in the prospects of the further anleliora- 
tion <» the prisons m Ireland, from the l^islative measures 
which, have jbeea recently introduced by His M!iyesty's Go- 
vernment. 
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It wnm- mofnd by ^ Be?. FWnioni CoMimmuii, ll. A. Mid 
seoolliled by Eivwabd Bootlb Wimjeaham, Esq. M.P.«^ 

9.*-That this Meeting cannot refrain from expreaAae its sin- 
cere delight, that principles of improved Prison Discipline haTC 
been fbUy reoogi&BeA, and are obtaining increased attention in 
France, JElassia, Italy, and Switxerland $ and that Ladies' Asso- 
ciations have been formed, in those coontrieSj for the reforma- 
tion of female prisoners. 

It was moved by tlie Hon. and Rev. Gsrabp NobLj and ae- 
oonded by TaoiCAa Fowbll Buxton, Esq. M.P«r-^ 

8. — That the followfaig gentlemen form the Goittmittee for the 
year ensuing, vrith power to add to their number. {Seepage 7 J 

■ 

It was moved i^ the Hon. and Right Rev. the Lond Blshi^ of 
Gi*oDCB8Taa.<T-^ 

That the cordial thanks of thb Meeting be presented to His 
Royal H^hness the I>nke of Glovcsstse, Pirtrbn of tiie So- 
eietv, for the uniform attention whidi he 1ms evinced to extend 
its designs, and to promote its interests; and for Ms .attendance 
and able conduct in the chair on the piteent oecadott. 



ResolutionM of Oenerdl Meeting, 1892. 

At a GxNsiiAL Mebtino of the Subscribers and Friends to 
TjSM Sqgibtt warn tbb iMftiovsMtirr of Pbisoii Ducipuiib^ 
AMP «oa the RwroBMATiON or JuvBNiLB Offjbvdbes, held at 
Freemasons* HaU, on Monday, the Sd of June, 1823^ 

H.R.H. The DUKE of GLOUCBSTEB^ R-G. Patron, 

In the Chair; 

The fQUowiog RESOLUTIONS were unanimously sgreed 
to : — 

It was moved by Edwaud Bootlb Wilbeaham, Esq.M.P. 
and seconded by Thomas Fowsix Buxton, Esq. M.F.-** 

I."— That a Report, founded on the statement which has been 
now iread, be prepared and printed under the direction of the 
Committee. That this Meeting rejoices at the increasmg atten- 
tion,^ and warm interest, which the Improvement of Pr&on 
Discipline continues to excite throughout tibe kingdom^ an^ at 
the pvoeress of beneficial plans in the cohistruction and maniacs 
ment of Gaols, unitiog the reformation with the ounishment of 
the offender. 
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It .WAS moved by Lord Svftiuld, and seconded by the Honi^ 
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2. — ^That this Mefleting protests against an opinion which has 
been formed^ that the Views and Plans of the Society have a 
tendency t6 4eprfve Punishment of its just terrors, and to render 
a Prison a desirable habitation; that tMs assertion is inconsistent 
with redson, and.aC varig^ce with truth, as the discipline which 
it is the object 6f this /Society to recommend, imposes on the 
convicted, hard labour, rigorous privation, and habitual riestraint. 
That a Gaol thus regulated can present no - attractions to the} 
vicious, and experience proves, tliat the Criminal, subject to such 
discipline regards Imprisonment with dread, while a Gaol of. an 
opposite character calries with it no terror to the guilty. 

It was moved by ThomaIs William Ck)Kis, Esq. M.P. and 
seconded by Ii6A0NuGBNT^ M.P. — 

3. — ^That this Meeting highly approves of the Communications' 
which the Society has made, with a view to difiuise a knowledge 
of its Plans in foreign countries. That it is with peculiar del%ht 
this Meeting learos, that owing to theindefetigable exertions of 
the Petersbui^ Prison Society, Auxiliary Institutions have been 
estabHsbed in the. Russian Empire, extending even to Siberia/ 
that in Berlin a Society is now. forming for the amelioration of 
the Gaols in the Prussian- dominions; that in France and Swit^ 
zerland eidightened principles of criminal jurisprudence prevail; 
that in Spain the subject has vra,rmly interested the Members of 
the Cortes, who are honourably engaged in visiting and amend- 
ing the Gaols in that kingdom ; and that in Portugal a similar 
spirit has been manifiested for the Improvement of Prison 
Discipline. 

It was moved by William Wilberforce, Esq. M.P. and 
seconded by Earl Blbsinton— 

4. — That this Meeting observes, with deep concern, the 
alarming increase of Juvenile Depredators in the Metropolis, 
and is of opinion that the labours of the Society cannot be more 
beneficially directed than to the means of checking an evil fraught 
with consequences so fatal to the best interests of these unhappy 
youths, and so injurious to the peace, morals, and property, of 
tl^e community. " That the Temporary Refuge " formed by this 
Society, fbr the reformation of Boys, who, on their discharge 
from Prison, are desirous of abandoi^g their guilty habits, 
highly merits the support of an enlightened Public. That the 
success of this Institutkni satisfactorily proves that there are but 
few, even dioimg the most guilty, who may not, by proper 
discipVne at^d treatment, be suodued and reclaimed, and justifies 
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the Meeting in the conviction^ that no nieasure would be so 
efficacious in arresting the progress of juvenile delinquency^ as 
the establishment of a well-re^ilated prison for the correction 
and reformation of Criminal Youth. 

It was moved by Lord Cai^thorpb^ and seconded by Samuel 
Ho4ME, jun. Esq.-— > 

5. — ^That the thanks of this Meeting are eminaitly due^ and 
are hereby presented, to the Magistracy throughout the King- 
dom, for tlw readiness with whi(£ they have co-operated in the 
plans and objects of this Institution. 

It was moved by Stbpbbn Lvshinoton, Esq. L.L.D. M.P. 
and seconded by John Randolph, Esqi of the American 
Congress — 

6.— That the Right Hon. Sir G. H. Rose, Bart. M.P. and 
Edwabd Bootlb M^BtuBAM, Esq. M.P. be added to the Vice- 
Presidents of the Society; and that the following Gentlemen 
form the Committee for the ensuing year. (See page 8 J 

His Royal Highness having left the Chair, it was, on the 
motion of Lord Sufvibld,; wnanlmonsly Resoled-— 

7.T-Thi^t the ooniial thanks of this Meeting be presented to 
His Royal Highness the Duke of GLoueasTsb, £.G. the Patron, 
for the kind interest with which* he has uniformly promoted the 
Objects of the Society, and for the honour wldch he^has this day 
comerred on the Meeting, by presiding over its pvoceedrngft. 
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1K)NATI0NS AND SUBSCRIPTIONS. 



A Donatkm of Ten Gaineas, or an Annnai Snbseriptlon of Oim Guineay 

constitutes a Member of the Sodetjr. 



DoBatknisIl AaimaL 



10 10 

5 

10 10 



Auckland, Lord 

Ditto, second donation. 

Adand,, Sir T. D. Bart. M.P. '.■ ....... 

Anson, Lieut.-Gen. Sir Wm. . . Harley-streetj 
Abraham, Miss A. per Hoare^ Bametts and Co. 1 

Adand, Mrs. « Clifton 

Adand, Miss. ditto . 

Adams, Robert, esq per Gosling and Co. 

Adlington, Miss M Manch^ter 

Ainslie, Mrs. Norton-street 

Alexander, Sam. esq. Needham Market, Sufiblk 

Ditto, second donation ., 

Alexander, H. esq Ipswich 

Allan, Thomas, esq Old Jewry 

Allen, William, esq Plough Court 

Allen, Samuel, esq Hitchin> H&rts 

AUen, John, Mr Liskearcl 

Alsop, Mr. R Maiden, Essex 

Andrews, John, esq .• 

Angerstein, J. J. esq Pall-mcdl 

Ditto, second donation ;. 

Anonymous, perT. F. Buxton, esq.M.P.. . .-. 

Ditto .; > 

Ditto, per Hoare, Bametts and Co -. 

Ditto 

Ditto, by S. Gumey, esq Lombard-street 42 O 

Ditto, by G. Acland, esq | 1 10 

Ditto, by S. Hoare, jun. esq. . Lombard-streets O 

Ditto, by Rev. C. Wilson Congleton lO 

Ditto, by Frys and Chapman, St. Mildred*s-ct. 10 O 

Ditto, (Ner Richardson and Co. L<»nbard-st. 60 O 
Anonymous, per P* Bedford, esq. ■ ■ \ 

Steward-street, Spitalfieldsf 5 O 




^ .> 
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Anonymous, per Wm. Wilberforce, esq. M.P. 

Ditto from K^idal 

Angerona, per Messrs. Fry and Go 

Arch, J. esq. Cornhill 

Arch, A, esq. V'» • <Mtto . . 

Atkinson, Benjamin, esq Stockton 

Atkinson, Miss Eliz Manchester 

Atkinson, John, esq. 

per Hoare, Barnetts and €o. . . 

Auld, William, esq 

Aylmer, Major General Darlington 

Ayrey, R. esq , Bath 

Ayktown, F. Rev Chester 

A.B 

A. R Lyncomb, Bath 



5 

la 

5 



50 
5 



Beaufort, Duchess of, per Messrs. Dmmmonds 
Blessington, Countess of, , i a n »m ,i .*.. 

Bourne, Rt. Hon. Wm* Sturges, MJP 

Baring, Sir Thos; Bart. M.P. . . . . . . . .... . . 

Ditto, decond donation ...-..•..«... 

Bennet, Hon. H. Grey, M.P • 

13enett, John, esq. M.P. ......;.;;;;.. i ; ^ ^ 

Buxton, T. Powell, esq. M.P; . . . . . . ; . . . ; . . 

Babington, Thomas, esq. ••/••• 

Babington, Matthew, esq .- Leicester 

Backhouse, Wm. esq. ; . . . Darlington 

Backhouse, Thos. esq. . . West Lodge, ditto. .' 

'Backhouse, James, esq ditto. . 

Backhouse, Jonathan, jun. esq .ditto. . 

Backhouse, John, esq. ............. . ditto. . 

Barclay, Robert, esq Bury-hill, Dorking 

Ditto,*second donation. . ^ 

Barclay, Charles, esq. » . Southwarkj^l 

Ditto, second donation 

Barclay, Robert, esq. Lombard-street 

Barclay, Tritton, and Co .ditto. ..• 

Barclay, A. R. esq Russel-square 

Barclay, Ford, esq ditto. . . . 

Barclay, George- P. esq Cadogan-place 

Barclay, David, esq. . . U|^per Wimpole-stx^et 

Barclay, David, Mrs. . . .... ditto .... 

Barnani, esq. .Cornhill 

Barton, John> esq. Quchester 

Barton, Mrs. Eliz .• ditto. . 

Barrett, R. & J. Messrs. • . •' .Ixmdon 

Barrett, Jeremiah, esq ditto. . 



Donaticmt. 



£. 8, d.£, 9. d. 

26 5 

5 5 

5 



.... 



1 
5 

O 10 6 
110 

.... 



3 O O 
9 2 



• a . . 



o 



o 
o 

5 



. . . . 



* • 



50 
52 



121 

10' 

121 

5 

5 



10 

5 

10 



O 
10 
O 

10 

5 
5 

• • • 

10 

5 

10 

• . • • 



O 

o 
o 






01 




5 5 





O 
O 


O 








Annual. 



1 
1 



1 O 
1 O 



110 



1 1 O 
1 I O 
110 



1 1 O 



. • • 

0'* • 

... 



2 2 
1 1 O 
5 5 



t 1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 




1 



1 
1 
1 



* . 



1 

2' 



1 

• « 

2 



1 
1 
1 



1 
) 
1 



O 
O 



1 O 



O 

o 







o 



o 
o 
o 



1 ) 0| 
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Donatk>ii8. | AnnuaL 



Barrett^ Jonathanj esq. LondoD 

Barrett^ Ricbard, esq. ,,. , .ditto. . 

Barrow, Wm. esq. per J. Ford, esq. Lancaster 
Barry, John, T. esq. ......... Plough-court 

Bate, O. Mrs. Oldswinford^ n^u* Stourbridge 

Bate, Thos. esq ditto 

Bate, J, H. esq. . . Red Hill^.near Stourbridge 

Bate, GeQ. esq Wollescote, ditto 

Bate, p.. B. esq ,17, Poultry 

Battersby, A.G. H .esiq.per Hoare, Barnetts & Co 

Bayley, S|r John, Kt Bedford-square 

Bajdey, Rev. W, Lyncomb, Bath 

Bean, Major Clare Villa, Cheltenham 

Bean, .Mrs. ditto 

Bedford, Peter, esq. . . Steward-st, Spitalfields 
Bell, Mrs 

Bell, John, esq Oxford-street 

Benspn, Thomas, lesq 

Bepspn, Robt. esq iSlendal 

Bensley, T, esq. .... Crane-court, Fleet-stceet 

Bent, G. esq. . . .^ ........ .... . . ..Fidbeqk 

Benyop, jBc^j^miin, esq.. . . ., . .... Manchester 

Bevan, SylvanuSj^ esq, Fosbury, near Hungerford 

Bevan, P^ul,.esq. . . , Tottenham 

Bevan,. Mrs. T. ....... , ditto. . 

Bey^ui, Rev. Fre4. per JEIoare, Barnetts & Co 
Bevington, Timothy, esq. . . . Gracechurch-st 
Beevor, C. esq. per Hoare, Barnetts & Co. . 

Bewley, Samuel, esq. , Dublin 

Bicheno, j J. E. esq. Fumivals Inn 

Bickerstefh, Rev. Edw Sal]s];>ury-sq. 

Birkbeckf H. esq. Lynn, Norfolk 

Blair, Alex. esq.,. . . .^ Fulhsun 



Jt, s, d, 
110 
1 10 



• •• • 



• » #• 



1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



10 10 o 



110 



. a • . 



5 
1 



5 
1 



O 
O 



Bland, Michael^ esq. . . . .... Montague-street 

Botham, Sam. esq. per Ho^re, Barnetts & Co 

Bopthman, Thos.esq. Manchester 

Boultpn, W. esq. , ditto. . 

Bourne, John, esq. . . ... ...... Walker Hall 

Bousfield, Wm. ^sq. St. Mary Axe 

Bowdler, Charles, jesq. . . . Doctors Commons 
Bowly, Devereux, esq. Cirencester, Gloucester 

Bowly, Samuel, jun. esq. ditto 

Bowly, Christopher, esq ditto 

Bowly, William, C. esq. ditto 

Bowly, Henry, esq ditto 

Bowly, James, H. esq , .ditto. . . . . 

Braithwajte, Wm. esq. . . . .Stockton on Tees 
Braithwaite, Mrs. S. per J. Ford, esq. Lancaster 



.1....1 0.. 
2 Q O 



1 
1 
1 



« • . • 
1 10 

10 10 



10 6 

2 

i 1 o 

10 O 

2 



1 
1 



10 10 

t • • * ♦. 

lO IQ 
1 

1 1 



. . • • 



1 
1 



o 
1 





o 



. . • « ' 



. • •■• 



• .. • . 



1. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 



? 2 



1 
1 
1 









2 2 



1 
I 



110 



110 



• • # • 



• • • • 



1 1 
1 1 








110 



• • • 



1 1:0 



5 
1 
1 
1 



5 









1 

1 

1 

P 10 6 
O 10 6 
6 10 6 



1 O Of ..... 
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Donations. 



£. s. 
1 1 



d. 
O 




Annual. 
£, $, cC. 



°o 



Brewio^ John, esq. . • 

Brewin, F. esq. . . Grange Road, Bermondseyi 1 1 

Brewster, Rev. J. Greatham 1 1 

Brooke, Samuel, esq Paternoster-row 2 2 

Brown, Thomas, esq. Cirencester, Gloucester 

Brown, Thomas, C. esq ditto 

Brown, Nicholas, esq Victualling Office 

Brown, Rev, Alex .Maidstone 

Brutton, Thos. esq County Gaol, Stafford 

Bund, T. H. esq. Worcester 

Burgess, Boughey, esq Throgmorton-st 10 10 d 

Burkitt, Miles, esq. . . * Southwark ., , . j 

Biu-lingham, R. esq. Evesham 

Burton, Fs. esq. per Messrs.. Goslings and Co. 10 10 
Burton, Mr. Justice, per Hoare, Bametts & Co. 10 O 

Buxton, Benjamin, esq 10 10 

Buxton. John, esq ' . . Northampton 

B. S. N 



1 1 



110 



1 
1 



1 
1 



O 10 

2 2 









10 



■•'.*« • « • • 



Clive, Lord 

Calthorpe, Lord, per Messrs* Goslings & Co. 

Chichester, Bishop of, per Fry and Co. 

Chambers, Lady Putney, Surrey 

Calthorpe, Hon. F., M.P.' .-. ... . 

Chaloner, R. esq. M.P 

Chester, Bishop of. 

Coke, T. W. esq. M,P Holkham 

Coke, Lady Anne ditto. . 

Coke, Mjss ....... ditto. . 

Ditto, second donation . . . . » ' 

Colbome, N. W. Ridley, esq. M. P. 
Cooper, R. Bransby, esq. M. P. — 

Cabbell, B. B. esq ...Brick-court, Temple 

Caddick, Thos. esq Tewkesbury 

Can*, Jon. esq., per Hoare, Bametts & Co. . 

Candler, J. esq Chehnsfbrd 

Cash, Josiah, esq Coventry 

Cash, Joseph, esq ditto. « 

Cash, Newman, esq Leeds 

Cooper, R. H. S, esq Cadogan-place 

Capper, Jasper, esq. Gracechurch-street 

Cartwright, J. esq Norton 

Catchpole, Thomte, esq. Colchester 

Champaign^, Rev. G ; . . . Windsor 

Ditto, Second donation ........ 

Chapman, Jonathan, esq. . St. Mildred* s-court 

Chapman, Abel, esq ditto 

Chilver, S. esq New Burlington-streel 



10 10 
20 O 








5 5 



1 
1 

* 

1 
1 



1 
1 

• • 

1 
6 

. . 
«... 



o 
o 

6 
O 

O 
O 






110 



1 
1 



1 
1 



. • . » 











5 



10 10 
5 
5 O 
8 O 

10 10 
5 5 

10 10 
5 O 



• • * « 



• « • • 



• • • • 



5 
1 
1 



O 
1 
O 



10 

1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 



6 






10 10 
5 5 




O 



2 2 
110 



110 



6 



O 



. . • • 



a. . . • 
.... 



.... 



1 10 

2 2 
2 
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Donatloiis. 
£, s. d, 
9 O 



Anniia]. 
£, 8* d. 



o 



5 O 
10 10 








10 



1 1.0 



5 O 

10 10 

1 O 



O 
O 
O 



1 
1 



1 
1 








Christian, H. C. esq Strand 

Christmas, Robert; esq. Steward-st. Spitalfields 
Christy, Messrs. T. W. and J. Gracechnrch-st. 

Christy, W. M, esq. ditto 

Christy, Thomas, esq :...;.. ditto. . \ . 

Clark, Rev. G. Royal Military Asylum 

ClariLe, Anthony, esq 

Clarke,F.esq.Featherttonepbaildings, Holbom 

Clay, Wm. esq Manchester 

Cla}fton, H. esq. per Hoare, Bametts and Co. 
Clements, Rear- Admiral John- 

per Messrs. Drummond's. . 

Cladde, £. esq Oileton Hall, Salop 

Coates, Geoi^, esq Norton 

Cock, Horatio, esq Colchester 10 10 

Cockin, Rd. esq Doncaster 

Cockfield, Henry, esq Upton, Essex 

Coleby, John, esq. Tottenham 

Coleman, Mrs. A. West Lodge, near Darlington 

Collection at Freemason's Hidl . . 1820 

Ditto 1821 

Ditto 1822 

Ditto , . 18231216 8 

Ditto, at Bedford Chapel, after a sermon by the 

Bishop of Chester .25 May, 1823 

Complin, £dward> esq. . . . Bishopsgate-street 

Conder, Josiah, esq St.Alban*s 

Couningham, Rev. R Findon, Sussex 

Corden, Johui esq.. ., Chelmsford 

Crabb, H. esq. per Hoare^ Bametts .& Co. . . . 

Crawford, William, esq Broad-street 

Crewdson, Isaac, esq Manchester 

Ditto, second donation 

Ditto, third donation 

Ditto, fourth donation 

Crewdson, Thomas, esq Manchester 

Crewdson, Jos. esq ditto 

Crewdson, Wilson, esq , . . . ditto. . . . 

Crewdson, D. esq. Kendal^ 

per Hoare, Bametts & Co. . . 

Crppper, Jas. esq Liverpool 

Crosby, Rev. Robert^ M. A.. . . Hoxton-square 

Crosfield, S. esq Manchester 

Crowe, James, esq. Stockton 

Crowfoot, W. H. esq. ... Becdes, Suffolk 

Cumber, Cha^. esq Manohester 

Cunningham, Rev.F. ...... P&kefield, Suffolk 

Cunningham^ Rev. J. W. Harrow| 



153 13 
106 19 
181 5 



45 17 
i 1 



• • • 



110 



1 
1 

1 
1 



1 
1 

• . 
1 
1 
1 



o 









...» 



110 



110 



3 

01 



o 
o 



1 1 
1 1 

110 

10 10 01 

10 10 

lO 10 

5 5 

5 5 Q 

10 ID 012 

1 



5 
1 



O 
I 



O 
O 



1 O O 



10 10 



110 



1 O 



2 
1 
1 









1 1 



10 



110 
lO 10 6 



I I 
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C. C. per Messrs. Dnunmond 

C. T. B/ per ditto 

C. R. per Messrs. Bouverie & Co. 

CD... ,. 

C. S. bj John JeSery, esq. . . . , . 



120 O O 
10 10 



Donations. 
£, s. 
30 

5 O 

1 .0 

3 

5 5 



d. £, 






Anniial. 
8, d. 



• • • a 



20 
2 
1 

125 



O 

.0 

1 

o 



10 10 



5 
56 



1 
5 
5 
5 
1 
1 




O 



1 
O 
O 
O 
.0 
O 



Derby, Earl of . , 

Dartmouth, Earl ^ 

Damley, Earl ., , 

Durham, Bishop of ... ^ 

Douglas, Sir Howard ; 

Dawney, Hon. M. • . . . 

Denison, W. J. esq M. P. ^ . . . ^ .. . . 

Dale, Miss Ami ..Tottenham 

Darbyshire, Jas. esq. ... . . .... . . . . Manch^9ter 

Darnell, Rev. W. N Stockton 

Davis, Wm. esq Bath 

Davie, Rev. Charles^ HeantonPunchard, Devon 

Dawes^ Geo. esq. .,^ Great Surrey-street 

Daxelhoffer, M.. ....... . Berne, Switzerland 

Day,. S. esq , Saffron Walden 

Day, R. esq ditto 

Dearman, John, esq. . . Freeman*s-ct. Cornhill 

Dicey, Mrs. Royal MUit^y Asylum 

Dickson, Richard, esq, Stockton 

Dillwyn, W. esq Walthamstow 10 10 

Dimsdale, Mrs. Mary Bristol 

Dimsdale, B. esq. perHoare^ Bametts & Co 

Dinah, per Fry and Co 

Dixon, Wm. esq Barnard Castk 

Dixon, Richard, esq.. ....... Fenchurch-street 

Dockray, D. esq Manchester 

Dockray, B. esq. ditto. . . . 

Dockray, John, esq.. . Hareholme, Lancashire 

Dockwra, Joseph, esq Kelvedon, E3sex 

Drewe, Mrs. per Messrs. Drummonds .... 

Drummond, Messrs • Charing-croes 

Drummond, A. B. esq ditto. . 

Drummond, Henry^ esq. ^ . ditto. . . . 

Duff, Capt. A. R.N. perHoare,3anietts.&.Co. 

Dumelow, Clement^ esq Bedford 

Duncan, J. S. esq. Bath 

Duncan, John, esq. per Hoare, Bametts & Co 

Duncan^ Phijip, esq., per ditto 

Dunm^^ H.C. esq. 



O 

O 




. . . • 



2 2 








O 











1 
I 

■ • 

1 
1 
I 



50 

10 10 
5 
5 

10 10 O 

110 

. .. • • 



1 1 

1 1 

31 10 

10 10 

10 O 

1 1 



• . f •• 



1 
1 
1 






1 



o 
o 
o 












Eustoo, Lord 

Evans, William,\«sq, Itf.P. |10 10 



1 
1 

• < 
1 
1 
1 



.... 



. '« • • 



1 
1 



1 

1 



• . . 



1 
I 



1 




o 
o 

o 
o 





o 
o 



o 
o 



. . • .\ 



01 



1 

2 



1 
2 



o 
o 
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Eadea, Mrs. . ^ ^ . . . SU^e NcTiriiigloii 

Eustace, Sir John R. • ....«• Cheltenham 

Eaton, M. esq. ...SaSnmWwkkxi 

Eeles, Mrs ^ ., ^ ...... . Amesham 

Edelman, Rev. W. ., ^ . ^ ............... . 

Edridge, Richard, esq Buntmgford 

£liot,Revi L. W. Pq)erHarrow near Godalming 
Elliot, Thjdmas, esq. « « ^ « • . ^ Fenchurch-street 

Elliot, Miss .Camberwell 

Elliot, J. esq. per Hoare, Bametts ^ Co.w / . 

Ems, Rev. F Widcomb, Bath 

Entwistle, H. esq* per Hoare, Bametts & Co» . 
Evans, W. K. esq. . . . . ^ . ^Bishopsgate-street 

Evans, Rev. Benjiliiiin Stockton 

Ditto, second donation • . . 

Everett, Miss A. Ph)Spect-pl. St.George's fields 

Freemantle, W. H. esq. M.P. 

FanshaW, Miss E. per Messrs. Dnunmond^ . . 

Fanshaw, Miss CM. per ditto w 

Favell, Samuel, esq Fenchurch-street 

Fell, Richard, esq St. Saviour's Dock 

Fell, John, jun. esq ditto. .... 

Ferron, Mr Camberwell 

Field, Rev.T. per Messrs. Drummonds 

Fitzherbert, Sir Henry. Derby 

Flounders, M. esq « . . . .^ . . . « < Yarm 

Flowers, J. G. esq Leadenhall-street 

Ford, John, esq. ...... ....••»<* « Lancaster 

Forster, B. esq. St.Hden*6-place, !Bishopsgate 

Forster, T.F. esq ..ditto. ...... 

Forster, B. M. esq. ditto. . . . . 

Forster, Robert, esq. » Tottenham 

Forster, Josiah,esq. Southgate 

Forster, Elis. Mrs Tottenham 

Foss, E. S. esq. Essex^-street, Strand 

Foss, Edward, juii. esq. ...... ditto ... 

Foss,, H. esq Pall.Mall 

Fowden, W. esq. Manchester 

Fox, Eliz. R. Mrs. Falmouth 

Fox, R. W. esq ditto. . . 

Fox, G. P. esq. * ditto. . . 

Fox, A. esq.. dittO; . . 

Fox, Cath. Mrs. ditto. . . 

Fox, Cath. P. Mrs. ditto. . . 

Fox, Jos. M. D ditto. . . 

Fox, G. C. esq . . ,^ ditto^ -• •. 

Fox, Samuel, esq. « ditto. . . 



Donations.^ 

1 1 d( 



1 o 



2 



k • 



AoQiiaL 



1 1 



10 o 
O 10 6 



I 1 



.... 



» . » . 



o 



.... 



5 2 

10 10 

1 1 



5 5 



. . • . 



. • * . 



.... 



.... 



2 X) O 



• • . . 



• • . • 



1 
1 
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Fraippton, W. esq. Peckham 

Fi^nk,. Jos. esq. ......... Stockton^ Durham 

Franklapd^ J. H . esq . Eashing-hovse^Godalnuiig 

Freame, Jos. O. e^^ ...,..,... Bath 

Friend. to the Cause. ...,•• Stockton^ Durham 
Friend, to the Cause> per Hoare^ Barnetts & Co 

Friend to the Cau^e^ . . . .... Manchester 

Friend, a, .,, ..f, 

Friepd^ a, per R.. HichenSj esq 

Friend, a, at Messrs. Hoarse, Bametts & Co. . . 
Friepd to the Cause, per Hoar^, Bsurnetts & Co 

Friend, a, i ......... 

Friend, a, per Mrs. Hanbury ..... . . .... ...... 

Fry, WilliMn, esq. ........ St. Mildred's-court 

Fry, Joseph, Qsq ditto, ..... 

Fukin, R. esq. . , , , . . , 

F. C. per Fry & Co. 



DomitioDs. 
£. s. d. 



• • . . ' 



Annual. 
£, 8» d. 
10 



110 



• . . • 



5 
5 
5 



O O 
O 
O O 



O 
O 



3 
1 
5 

2 2 
O 
5 
5 

5 

10 

10 

10 10 

. . . < 

2 

10 O 



Gloucester, His R. H. the DuHe of.. ..,.,...- 

Grosvenor, Earl , ..... 

Ditto, second donation. ^ 

Gloucester, the Lord. Bishop of, first donation 

Ditto, second donation 

Grey, Hon, Sir George, .B^ii; ,.,,., 

Grey, Hon. and Rev.. A, ..,,**»« t ....... t « * • 

Gumey, Hudson, edq..M.P .««,.,,, w .. 

Gale, John, esq. - . . , ^ , ,., Stert, Wilts 

Galton, H. esq . ..Birmingham 

Garratt, W. A. esq. , ^ .....,•. . LincoUi's-Inn 

Gazelee, Stepben> epq, ........ . Monta^e-*place 

Gentleman, a <K)iuitry,. whose mfirmities pre- 
vent him frompartaldng of tbe.^Qtiye duties 
of a magistrate, by William Wilberforce, 

esq. M.P. 

Gentleman, a, per Messrs. Drummonds . . . . « 
Gibson, W. G. esq., u , . Saffron Walden,. Essex 

Gibson, A.F. esq. , • 

Gilpin, Rev. John. Stockton, Durham 

Glaidstone, Mrs.. . Grafton-street, Bond-street 
Goldsmid, Asher, esq.. ..... ^ F.insbury-square 

Goldsmid, J. L. esq Exchange-buildings 

Ditto, second dona^on^ , * t . • • 

Goldschmid t, Messrs. B.A.& Co. St.Hekns pass. 

Goodier, John, esqj Manchester 

Goodiidn, T. Wildman^ esq. . pec Hoare, . B&rr 

nette & Co» 

Goodwin, Francis, esq*. . • .^ . . . Francis-street, 

Tottenham-court Road 



1 1 



. a • « 



.... 



.... 



5 5 



100 O. 010 lO 

[26 5 

50 O 

2 

3 
5 5 

10 O O 

50 O 

110 



• 9 ... 



lO lO 
10 10 



100 O 
10 



• . ... 



2 2 



110 



• • •.• ... 



10 10 



2 



2 O 



1 
1 



1 
1 




O 



> . • . • 



1 1 



> •• ■ • . 



12 12 1 10 
5 5 .... 
10 10 ..... 



2 2 



110 



[ 268 ] 



21 
21 

6 

2 



O 
O 

o 
o 
o 

8 
O 



Gofilingfi and Shatpe, Messrs. . ; .. Fleet-street 
Goulton^ T. esq. per Hoare^ Barnetts & Co. . 

Graham, T. H. esq.. . ., Gower-street 

Grant, J. esq .;...... ^ ...... . 

Grant,- John, esq Laghton Buzzard 

Gray, Rev; Dr Durhain| 3 

Gray, Witf. esq , 

Gray, Jon. esq .York 

Greenway, Charles, esq. Manchester 

Greenwood, Mr. Robt Chelmsford 

Gregory, GJPJ*. esq. per Hoare, Harrietts & Co. 
Gripper, John, esq. . . . ■« . . . . •. ^ ^ . . Colchester 

GuUon, John, esq. Coventry 

Gundry, William, esq Calne, Wilts 

Gunning, H. esq. ...... ^ . ^ Cambridge 

Gumey, Mrs. Eliz. . . ^ . . . ^ . . . . Upton, Essex 

Gumey, Jos. esq. Nwwich 30 

Ditto, second donation v . . 21 

Gumey, J. J. esq • Norwich 21 

Gumey, Mrs. C r ... . Bath 2 

Garrey, James, esq. per Messrs. Fry and Co.. 20. 
G. J. per F^and Co i ... 10 



V . k • V 



10 
^0 

5 5 O 

10 10 O 

10. 10 O 

10 10 O 



.... 



Hardwicke, Earl. . . . 4 < 

Harrowby, Earl. .....* 

Harrington, Sir H. bart< ...... ^ «... . 

Haldiman4> William, esq. M.P. *.-..». 

Harvey, Charles, esq. M.P 

Holford, George, esq. MJP. 

Holdsworth, Thomas, esq. M.P 

Haldimand, George, esq Seymour-place 

Hack, James, esq Chichester 

Hack, W. esq ditto. . 

Hack, W. esq. per Masterman and Co 

Hagen, Jacob, esq Mill-street, Dock-head 

Haggitt, F. ReVj Nuneham, Oxon. 

for the Temporary Refuge 

Hall, James, esq Manchester 

Ditto, second donation 

HamUton, A. J. esq ^ . DalzeU 

Hammett, James, esq Bath 

Ditto, second donation 

Hanbury, Mrs. Anna Plough-court 

Hancock, W. Rev. Military College, Bagshot 

Harford, J. S. esq Bristol 10 10 

Hargrove, J. esq , . . . , Bishopsgate-^street .1 1 

Hartland, Nath. esq Tewkesbury 3 O 

Haitland, J. A. esq. ditto. . 3 



DonafSoDS.! Ammal. 
£. 8. dlJS. f. d. 



110 



• • • • 

• • • • 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 



< • . • 
1 1 



o 
o 

O 



O 



o 



o 
o 

o 
o 



. ■ • . 



1 
1 



1 
1 








110 
10 6 



110 



■ 1 

'• • . * 



• 4 



O 

o o 



10 10 o 



5^ O O 



10 10 o 

550 
110 

10 10 o 
10 10 

10 10 



110 



1 
1 



1 
1 





o 



110 



5 5 



1 

o 

1 
o. 
o 
o 
o 
o 



1 

• i 

1 








*'•'. a 
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10 10 
2 

10 10 

a 

10 10 
8 8 
5 
5 



Harrington, J. H, esq 

Haim, R. Jun. esq. . , Lombard -atreedio 10 

Hams, Samuel, esq Ratcliffe 

Harrison, George, esq ........ AVanikwortli 

Harrison, Thomoa, esq Streatham 

Harrison, John, esq MaQclieste: 

Hartsinck, J. C. esq. Bath 

Harvey, James, esq Manchester 

Haydon, W. esq Guilford 

Haydon, T. esq ditto. . 

Haydon, H. Esq Godalming 

Haydon, George, esq 

Hayes, W. H. Rev Swainswick 

Heath, B. G. Rev CreelinR 

Heirick, Mrs. Elizabeth Leicester 

Hervey, W, esq , Acton Lodge 

Heyes, C. Mrs Clifton 

Heywood, H. esq Sudbury, Suffolk 

Heywooi^ Ar. jun. esq 

Hichena, R. esq .'.'.'Peckham 

Ditto, Sundries by 

Hig^ns, Lient-Col 

Higginson, A. esq 

Higginson, Jos. esq. 

Oakfield Lodge, near Crouch End 

Hindman, T. esq 

Hudman, Josiah, esq BaBlnghall-street 

Hiil, iWr Harpur-street, lied Lion square 

Hippesley, Sir J. C.bart 

Holdsworth, Thos. esq. MJ* ManchestL. 

Hoare, Samuel, esq Lombard-atreet 

Ditto, second donation 

DittOj third donation. 

Ditto, fourth donation 

Ditto, "fifth donation 

Ditto, for Temporary Refiige 

Hoare, Samuel, jun. esq Lombard -street 

Ditto, second donation 

Hoare, Miss , 

HobsoD, Josiah, esq Great St. Helens 

Huffman, James Rii, esq. Bishopsgate- street 

Holah, H. esq Nicholas-!ane 

Holford, Robert, esq Bolton-row 

Holland, H. esq Albany 

HoUia, J. esq , High Wycombe 

Hollingaworth, G. L. esq Cariisle 

Hornby, Rev. James J. . . Wigan, Lancashire 
HowMd, Luke, eaq. Tottenhnmho 10 C 



1 1 

2 S 



1 1 
11 



10 10 
* 
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Donadons. 



1 
2 

5 
2 



1 O 
O O 

2 O 
O 
O O 



1 
5 
5 
50 
1 



1 
O O 
O O 



O 
O 



O 
O 



Rupees, 

mo 

100 

100 
50 
100 
100 
200 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
200 
100 
100 
100 
300 
200 
200 
100 
200 
100 
100 
100 
100 

3250 



HoWj R. T. esq. per Hoare^ Barnetts, and Co. 

Pitto^ second donation. . . ^ 

Hunter, Sir C. S. bart.. Queen-street, May^fair 

Hovse; H. E. esq. Bath 

Ditto, aeoond donation 

Hoyle, Tkomas, esq. Manchester 10 lO O 

Huddleston, J, esq. Mai^aret-st. Cavendish-sq. 5 5 
Hughan, Mrs. . Henrietta-st. Cavendish-sqare 

Hughes, Miss Chester 

Hulme, Miss Ann. Manchester 

Hutchinson & Place, Messrs* Stockton, Durham 

H. Th9 Rev. T. S. W 

H.E.. 

Ibbetson, Miss H. . . Besknere House, Suffolk 

Ibbetson, J. T. esq ditto 

Isaacs, Edward, esq Stock Exchange 

Svhscriptums from India. 

Adam, Mr 

Ballard, G.esq 

Bayley, W. B. esq. 

Chief Secretary Supreme Council, Bengal 

Buckingham, J. S. esq 

Bullar, Sir Anthony, Judge, Bengal. ...... 

C. J.. 

Elphinstone, The Honourable Mr.. ... 

Fendall, Mr 

Ferguson, R, Cutlar, esq. Sling's Advocate. 

Lewin, Thos. esq. Clerk of the Crown 

Leycester; Wm. esq. 

Lockett, Captain. 

Lushington, Mrs ; « . . 

Mackenzie, Mr. 

Macnaghten, E. S. esq 

Mactier, A, esq 

M'Clintock, Morton and Co 

Mcintosh and Co , . . . 

Money, James, esq 

Money, George, esq 

Palmer, J. esq 

Spankie, R. esq. Advocate-GeneraL ....... 

Sutherkuid, C. C. J. esq 

Trotter, J. esq 

Youpg, James> esq , - . ^ . . . . 



Annual. 
£» s. d. 



. a * * 



5 



110 



110 
1 1 O 
1 1 O 



• • • • 



• • • • 



• • • • 



• • • • 



je.335. 
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Jervoise, Rev. Sir S. C. bart. • Hanover-square 

James, Paul Moon, esq. Birmingham 

Janson, Edmund, esq. . . < Tottenham 

Janson, William, esq. . - . Lloyd's Coffee-house 

Janson, Joseph,, esq Abchurch-lane 

Jeffery, George, ^q. . • . . Throgmorton-street 

Jeffery, John, esq. ditto. . ,.* ., 

Jeffery, Mrs. . . * • ditto. * . . i . 

Jeffery, B. esq. , * ... ^ ... . ditto.-. . - ' 

Jennings, James, esq. ^ * ; . . . i . . 

Jervis, Rev. T. j one of the Executors of the 

late Swan Downer, esq 
Johnston, £. esq.-; one of the Executors of the 

late Swan Downer, esq. . « 
Jones, Thos. Rev.. . . Nelson-placCi City-road 

Jope, Wm. esq. ........ ^ Liskeardi Cornwall 

Joseph, Aaron, esq. . . George-street, Minories 

J.S.D..: *.. 

J. Q. S 

J. L.. 

J. £. R. per Hoare, Bametts and Co 
J. and A. per ditto. 

Kaye, Col. W.L.per Coutts and Co. 

Kempe, Rev. E. Barnes, Surrey 

Kennaway, Sir John 

Kent, WOliam, esq London-waU 

Kerby, Mrs. Jane 



Donat&on^ 
£, s, d. 
10 10 

5 

2 3 



AnnaaL 
£. 8, d. 



• . . '• 



10 10 
40 O 
50 O 
30 O 
50 O 
100 O 



5 

2 



I 

10 

10 
1 



5 
2 



e 








1 



O 



. • . • 



• • * • 



1 

1 

1 
1 



1 
1 

2 
1 
1 



. . • • 



O 
I 



2 










5 

21 O O 
10 10 
10 10 





Eett, G. S. esq Brook, Norfolk 10 10 

Keyser, Isaac, esq Stock Exchange 1 1 

Kidd, R. esq. Brentford 

Kidd, Eliz. per Hoare, Bametts & Co 1 1 

Kilham, Mrs Hannah Tottenham 1 1 

Kindersley, N. E. esq.- Upper Seymour^street 3 O 

King, John, esq. .........; Manchester . : . . 

Kitchin, John, esq Comhill 

Knatchbull, W. esq. . .-. Russell-place 

Knight, H. Galley, esq. 

Henrietta-street, Cavendish-square 10 10 
Knight, Mr. Wm Chelmsford O 5 

Lansdown, Marquis of. 25 

Lilford,Lord 20 O 

Langham, Sir James, bart. M.P 10 10 

Lubbock, Sir John, bart Mildred*s-court 10 10 

Lushington, Sir Henry, bart. ; 5 5 

Lushington, Stephen^ esq. L.L J). M.]P lO 10 



.... 









10 10 











b 
o 





o 
o 
o 
o 
o 



110 



1 1 

1 o 



2 2 

.... 

1 1 

.... 
.... 
.... 

10 

I 1 

.... 



• . . . 



o 
o 



o 
o 



6 

o 



5 O O 



.... 



1 1 o 
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Lady^ a, per Messrs. Coutts & Co. 
IKttOj^ per Messrs. Dnunmonds 



Donations 
25 O 



1 
5 



2 
1 
1 



Ditto, at Bath, per Hobhduse and Jones. ..... 30 

Ladies, £rom a Schodl of Young, per W. M. . 2 

Laing, James^ esq. Streatbam 

Langton, Major, per Dmmmonds 

Lawrence^ Chas. esq.. . Cirencester, Gloucester 

Lawrence, E. B. esq Trinityr square 

Lawfbrd, S. esq Clapham 

Lea, Mrs .«...«. Kidderminster 

Lea, Miss ditto. . . 

Lea, Miss H •••••• • ditto. . . . 

Lea, Miss S dittoi . . « 

Lea, W. esq ditto. . . . 

Lea, Jos, esq ,1 Stourbridge 

Le Breton, Thomas, esq.. '• Canterbury 

Leech, Henry, esq Milford 

Leech, John, esq. '<> .......... . . Godalining 

Leech, Edward, esq ..ditto. . 

Leathum, W. esq. ..... Wakefield, Yorkshire 

IMtto, second donation 

Leatham, Flintoff, esq. Ppntefract, Yorkshire 
Liebenrood, Mrs. N. per Hoare, Barnetts & Co. 

Liebenrood, G. E. esq. per ditto 

Lister, J. J. esq. Tokenhouse Yard 

Lloyd, Ambrose, esq. . . . Halesworth, Suffolk 

Lockie, Mr. per Hoarc, Barnetts & Co 

Lockitt, W. J. esq Derby 

Long, Geo. esq. . . Lamb*s-buildings, Temple 

Longmore, per Fry & Co 

Jx)ngley, J. esq. Milbank-street, Westminster 
Lowe, W.D. esq.. . . Locko Park, Derbyshire 
Lucas, Caleb, esq. . Milbank-st. Westminster 

Lucas, W. esq ditto 

Lucas, B. esq ditto 

Lushington, H. esq. per the Bishop of Chester 
Luttrell, Capt. per Messrs. Drummonds .... 
Luxmore, C. S. Rev. 

Gloucester-place, Fortman-square 



d. 
01 



AtmuaL 
£, 8. d. 



5 
O 
5 

• • 

1 

5 

• J* • . 

• • • • 



O 
O 
6 



110 



O 
O 



• ¥ 
a • 

2 

.1 
1 

• • • • 









■ • • • • 

10 10. 
20 O 



1 
1 
2 
4 1 
1 
1 
1 



1 
1 
2 
1. 
1 
1 
1 



1 
1 



1 
1 



1 
1 



O 
O 



Mansell, Lady 

Mayoress, the Lady 

Maxwell, J. esq. M. F 

Middleton, SirW. bart. Shrubland-haill, Sufiblk 
Mtcauley, Z. esq. .... . . .... Cadogan-plaG^ 10 lO 

MT>ouall, Lieut«Col. C. B. . . Stranraer, N.B< 
Madox, Erasmus, e8q.'Cirove-latte,Qutibenr^ 10 lO 



O 
O 

O 
O 

10 1.0 O 



2 O 



.... 



.. .. 








Q 





O 




1 1 



2 2 



DonatloDB. Ammai. 
£. s, d. j£. 8. d.. 



Mactet^ j}r. per Messrs, Hoai^4 BsMToett & Cq 5 
Manret^PiS.esq, ....,^-.;...^<....Temple 51 (Bt , 

JIWttD^ second dpaati<m.«r.«.... ^^^. ...... .« 9 < 

M'Carthy^ Mrs. New-stnect, GQ[iigU-8quare . < ■ . ♦ >: - . , I 
Marriage, Job. esq.. . . ............ . ..Ch^lpasfor4 I t , 

Mairiot, lliasxiaa, esq. .«,. .Winder Terrace .1 i , 
Marriott, G, W, esq. . . Queen!^. Bloomsbury . . , ^ I. 
Manis, Francis, esq. •• ..4^4... ...Manchest^ 1 1 < 

Marsh, J. es<]f« ...*........... . .^ . C^ii^iester ^O 0. 

Marsh» Ror. B.Q.; •• « # Wr«4 » < . . Hampstead . , , . 1 

Marsham> Rob*, esq. per Hoare,Bametts&Co 2 

Marsland^MiB. ....^...Manchester t 1 0, 

Martmeaii^ Jalm, es^. 4*^.^4* ChisweU-street 10 10 
Martinead^ Joseph, eaq;. . .^» «• «,«. ditto. ...10 10 

Martioeaiiy P. jua. e^.. ditto. ... i 3 

Martin, Isaac,. esq. .^.., .....^. .^jManch^tjer. ..f» 1 

Maitin, Wm. esq. .^. « . , ^ . ; , . . Lewe4 I I ^ 

Maspn« R. esq^ ...•••..<»• ^ ,,,.»• ^ ^ .. . 
Maude, Jacob, esq. ....... Sellaby, Durham 

Maw, Thomae^ esq. .^.4 . < , Keedhain-marisQl 
Metqce, Ror.Mr. per Hoaape>Baniett»&Ck>.k . 
Milford^ S.F. esq. . .^...... ...... .......... .Exetejri 5 .0 Oj 

Mill9r> James, esq.. . Mnseumnst^ Bloom^ury « • < ; 1 
Milljg^, Mra. . . . Henrietta-st Caveiidish-sq. 5 

MiUigfin, Miss. .<«..•....* ditto. «<..,.,,.... . . . « 15 

Mijl, W. H. Rev. .Calcutta 

Mitchell, Jibs. esq.. . . Great Winchester-street 

Meyqell, G. esq Langley, near Perby 

Monkhouse, J. esq.. . Barnard Castle, Durham 

Montagu, Basil, esq^ , Bedford-square 

Morris, Qurles, esq. 
Morris, James, esq. 

King's Arms Yard, Coleioan*streetilO 10 

Mortlock, John, esq .,.,. Oxford-street 

Mundy, Fi^ancis, esq. Markeaton, near Derby 
Murray, Lindiey, esq. 

Murray, Lindley, esq ...^^..^. .York 

M. M. D. by 6. Hoare, jun. esq. . 
M. N. M. per Messrs. Drummond^ 



Nugent, Lofd •....,.,.,, ^ ,..,... 

Noel, the Hon. and Rev. G. 

Montague-street^ Ruflsd-aquare 

Naslv J.C. esq Chufles-si. Somer^ Town 

Neatby, Joseph, eoq. . Mw^Pond, 3QjC|t)iwaik, 
Nesfield, jaev. W Durham 



10 ^ 
110 
1; O O 
\ I 



. • • « 
1 .0 01 



* * *.' 

. » '« « 



I 

1 



O 10 6 

. . . c 

10 10 

10 10 

21 
• . . < 

5 5 

5 5 

2 

10 



10 10 



5 5 



• . • » 



1 
1 



lie). 



* • 

s o 

» • 

* » 

1 Q 

r 

• • 

1 O' 

o 

1 a 
1 ^ 

I o 



I 



» » 

1 a 
1 o 



4 . 
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tDonatSons. 
£. 8. d. 
1 1 O 



Annual. 
Ji. s. d. 



• • 4 » 



Neville^ Jois. 6^/. *. . . .'Crttwthome. Yorkshire 

Newman/ Hehryv esq. Peckham 

Newman.Thomas, esq ditto. . 

Newman,, Oe6#ge> esq^ Godalroing 

Nei/^nu^^ Josiah> esq. Ross 

Nicholson, Thomas, esq 

NiekoU, W. esq. . ..... ^ Collingham, Notts. 

NieM, J. €. esq. ..... Cheyne W^^ Chelsea 10 lO 

Nottidge, W. ^esq.- ^ . Bennondsey 

N. £. by Messts. Richardson & Co. ^ « 



N ; : St<Hie, StaffiDrd^ire40 O 



O. per Hoare, Bametts &Co . .>-. .i. 

Oakden, Benjamih, esq^ ....... Tewkesbury 

Otty, Walter, esq. per Hoare^ Bametts & Co. 

Owen, Robert, esq. . . « Lanark, N. B. 

Owen, Captain . ; ^ . ^ ... ^ » 

Owen, Rev. Edward * Wendover, Bucks 

Oxley, E. esq.. ; *....,..... Norwich 



Pepys, Sir Walter, Bart Gloucester-place 10 lO 

Fownall, Sir George, per Messrs. Drammoads 10 O 

PricCi R. edq. M.P.. 

Tarier, Charles esq. Yealand, near Lancaster 

Parker, T. esq. per Barclay & Co 

Paske, Geo. esq Needham Market 

Paynter, Johii; esq Coleman-street 

Payne, .T. esq ...;...;.. Eppihg; Essex 

Pearson, J. esq ; . ; . . Golden-square 

Ditto, second donation ; 

Pease, Jos. esq Darlington 

Peckover, Jon. esq. per Uoare> Barnetts & Co 

Peel, Lawrence, esq Manchester 

Peirson, Robert, esq. per Barclay & Co. .... 

Percival, Br ...*.... Dublin 

Temy, Rev. J. per Masterman & Co , 

Pett, S. jun. esq.. . . ; Queen-«treet, Cheapside 

Peyton, W. G; esq. ...;....... . Hampstead 1 1 

Phillips, Rev. J. per Goslings & Co. ....... 1 1 

Phillips, Richard, esq. East-st. Red Lion-sq. 
Pierson, Jos. M. esq. per Hoare, Bametts & Co 
Pieschel, Charles, esq; (the late)> ^ .....*.. 

Pim, John, esq Bartholomew- close 

Piatt, Thomas, esq. per Hoare, Barnetts & Co 
Plumer, Sir Thomas ......... Chancery-lane 10 O 

Ditto, second -donation ; 10 O 

Pending, Henry, es^ Albemarle- street 1 1 



2 O 



20 O O 



2 2 
110 
110 
110 



• • • b 



O 10 4i 

^ 2 «l 



O € •*; 

o ,.: 



30 

1 
1 

10 IP 
Jl 1 o 



o ,... 

1 -../ 



5 



1 1 o 



» . • 



• •' • * 



1 1 o 



2 O 
50 O 

10 

lO 10 

2 O O 

lO o o 

10 o o 

3 3 
O 
O 
3 

20 O O 

5 6 O 



O 
O 



1 1 O 
lO 10 O 

114) 
10 10 O 



5 
2 
3 



O 
O 

1 



. . . > 



110 



* • * « 



2^0 



i 1m 



• • * « 
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Donations. 
£, s. d. 
1 1 <> 



O 
O 

10 



Pollard & CaudJer, Messrs. CheliofifitMrd 

PolUtrd, Samuel, esq. Horsham 

Popple, J. esq. per Smith & Co 10 10 

Post, Jacob, esq * . .- Islington 1 1.0 

Potter, Thomas, esq ,, Manchester 

Potter, Richard, esq ditto... . 

Potter, Mrs. Eiiz Leicester 

Pratt, Rev. Josiah Doughty-street 

Price, Jos; T. esq Neath Abbey 6 O jp 

Procter, per Fry & Co, ..^.. 5 

Pryor, John, esq firoad-street-.buildings 1 O 

Pugiet, Mrs. Sackville-street 10 

Pusey, Hon. Mr. P , , Grosyenor-^quareSO O 

Ditto, aecond donation. 

P}Tn, W. Rev. per Messrs. Drummonds ..... 

Pym,.Fraacis> jun» esq. 

Kneesworth House, Cambridgeshire 

Radcliffe, Lady . . . ... .............. Mapchester 1 O^ 

Randolph, Rev. Dr. St. Paul's^ Covent Garden 2 O 

Rocksavage, Earl 10 10 O 

Rosslyn, Earl, per Hoare, Bametts & Co 10 XO 

Russel, Lord John, M.P 3 12 

Rolle, Baronessi de .................. ^ ....... . .... 

Rose, His Excellency the Right Hon. Sir G.H. 

Berlin 10 10 

Ryder, Right Hon. Richard, M.P. IQ. 10 

Robinson, Sir George, Bf^rt. M.P^ 10 10 

Ricardo, David, esq. M,P. .................. 10 lO 

Rice, T. S. esq. M.P 

Rainier, Daniel, ,esq Change' Alley 1 1 

Raisbeck, L. esq. Stockton, Durham 1 1 

Ransom, J. A. esq.. .-, Manchester .... 

Raven, William, esq I .1 

Rebecca, per Messrs. Dfummonds 10 

Reeve, Samuel, esq. per Hoares 1 . 

Reynolds, W. F. esq. ..... CarshaUon, Surrey 50 O 

Reynolds, Foster, esq ditto 10 10 

Reynolds, Joseph, esq Bristol 10 lO 

Ditto, second donation , 5 O 

Richards, Miss, per Messrs.Drummonds ..... 1 1 

Richardson, T. esq «... Lombard-street 

Richardson, Geo. esq Newcastle 

Richardson, John, esq. per Hoare, Bametts & Co 

Rickman, John, esq. .,,*..... ..Lewes 10 10. O 

Ridge, and Co. per Fry and Cq,.^ .^•... . . .. 5 5-^ 

Robinson, Mrs. Mary, ,,.,....;.. Manchester] 2 0.0 

t2 



Annual. 



;i. •- 



1 I O 



1 
1 



1 
1 




O 



O 10 « 
110 



2 2 
110 

• . • • ■ 
. . • . 

3 3 6 

.*■..' ' 
2^ 2 O 

1 .1:0 





o 
o 




o 



o 



o 



o 
o 





• . . .' 

1 1 o 



. . • • 



lie 



• . • 



lie 



• . • « 



. • • .• 

. . . • 

1 1 e 

1 1 a 

1 1 a 



■ • . 



• • »,4 • 



J.I >''|i. , 



E «»6 1 



Donatiomu 



Annual; 



£, s. d.£, s, d. 



• • • • 



•* • • • 



RobiaBoiii Mrt. Ann^per J.Pord, esq. Lancaster 

Rogers; Miss-Mary • * » . . Mandiester 3 O 

Romilly, Rer. Jos Trin. CoU. Cambridge 1 10 

Ross, J. esq i Refoge^ Hoxton . . . 

RothweU, John^ esq.. ; Mancliester 1 1 01 

Rowland, D. esq, . . ... Lincoln-s-Inn . . . 

Itowatiee, J. jun. esq. . . Searboro*. Yorkshire 3 O O 

Roylanoe, W« esq. . ^ Manchester . . • • 

Royston, Messrs. W. and J. F.. . Old Broad-st. O 10 
Rumsey, Joseph, eBq.«..w.r..v ........ .-. 2 « O 

Rumsey, James, esq. ^ Fayereham 

Randell, Samuel^ esq.. . . . Liskeard, Cornwall 

Russell, Dav. esq «... ...*.. w York 

R. D. M. A. Darlington, Duiijam 

R.J. per Messrs. Richardson and Co. Lotai- 
bard-stieet 60 O 0| 

Stamford and Warrington, Bail of JSO 

Stanley^ Lord 

Suffield, Lord . . .^ /. ; . ; . . 

0t. Asaph, Bish#}^of.... 

Satlon, Right Hoa> Charles Manners 

Scadett, Jamds, esq. M.P.. ..-.•.•.-.•.-.«■..... 

Smith, John, esq. M,P. 

Ditto, second donation . . . > 

Smith, George, esq. M.P. , ;r> . . . 

Sykes, Daniel, esq. M.P.. « ...... ... ,. . ^ . . 

Salmon, Rev. W. B. ........ .^ . . Yarsiouih 

Smith, William, esq^... ,...>. . . . . Doncaster 

Sanders, George, esq. . . . . . . . . . . Whitby 1 

Sanders, Tkonkas, esq. . . .... Bristol 

Sanderson, Ridhaxid, icsq. • . . . Lombard-street 
Sanderson, John, esq. .. . » .... .^. Old Jewry 

Sanderson^ W. esq. ««^%>> Stockton, Durham 

Satterthwaite, Edw. esq» Manchester 

Savell, P. esq 

Scholl, IRev. C. . V . . , . • • .City Road 

Scott, Mrs. Elizabeth Pecldiaxat 

ScriYcn, 6eoi]ge, «sq. ..... . Stodi Exchange 

Sewell, P. esq. >per Messrs. Fry and Co. . ... 

Sharpies, Jos^h, esq. . .^ «... Hitdhin 

Sheppard, James, esq Savage gardens 

Shcf^Mund, Jos. esq Bermondsey 

ttkes, William, esq. . . . Mansion-house-streel 

Sims, Dr. « ^ . . .-.^ Wimpole-street 

Simpson, '<^^— -^, esq. per Messes. Drttmoaondsf 5 
^SMg^ W.S. esq. .Stodcton, DnAantf ft 



O io 6 



1 
1 
1 



3 
1 
1 
1 



1 

• • 

1 
1 



3 
1 
1 
O 




C 





O 






•■ . * • 
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Donatioils.] AnnuaL 

Smith, Frederick^ esq * . .Croydon 1 1 oj 

Smith, John, esq Clapham Road 5 O 

Smith, J.efiq Haymarket 9 9 

Smith, Miss Maria Woodroffe, Great St. Helens 30 O 
Smith, Mrs. Ann Hopkins .... CHoey, Bndss 10 O 

Southall^ Samuel, esq 5 O 

Spurgeon, Rev. J. G Oulton, Suffolk 10 O 

Squire, W. W. esq 110 

Squire, W. esq. Berlduimpstead 1 O 

St. George, Mrs Soutiiaa^pton, Hants 110 

Stacey, Mrs. Mary Tottenham 

Stacey^ George, esq Holborn 

Stacklionse, J. esq Canberwell 

Stapylton, M. esq .^ .r r York 

Stanhope, Mrs. Spencer 

Sterry, Anthony, esq Borough, Southwark 

Stevens, Mrs Charter-house 

Stevens, R. T. S. esq ditto. . . . 

Stocks^ Samuel, esq. ... . . Manchester 2 

Ditto, second donation 2 3 

Stonard, Joseph^ esq. . , Stamford-hill 

Stordy, Thomas, esq . . • . Carlisle • • • • 

Strange, William, esq... .Bishopsgate^street 5 5 
8.B.... .., 1 

O. t^f • O. a....***.*.........*.......'..-. ■ Ov A/ 

S.H,..: 30 

S. R. G. per Hoare, Barnetts and Co. ... . . . 10 10 

S.R.G. per John JeffBiy^^sq 10 O 



1 



O 



; 



1 

1 

I 

1 

1 



•• • 

• « 
1 
1 
• • • 
1 
2 
1 

It 

• • • • 



10 10 



o 



o 



o 
o 



Tavistock, Marquis <£,.-.. ..r... 

Thurlow, Lady ........,»., ^ . 

Trevor, (Rt. Hon. J. ficr Ueasrs. Drummonds 
Temponiy Reiige, a Governor of, per ditto 

Tuthill, Sir George, M.D 

Taylor> RHthasd, esq. . . .^ Shoe^lan^ 

Taylor, Mrs. Jane Manchester 

Teroetty John, ^sq Tewkesbury 

Thesiger, Miss, per Cioslmg and Co 

Thomas» W. P. esq ThreodMedle-street 

Thomas, John, esq ».•.. ..*«•.«« *Bath 

Thorpe, A. es^. ..«..••••• York 

Ditto, second 4onatk>n. ..r.... ... 

Thresher, Mrs. Mai^ret 

Thorl^^ N. esq Bath 

Thruston, Mrs. Fred. Park-pL Rent's Pbrk 

Todd, Joseph, esq. ^ • • . . Maachester 

Tooke, W« esq. . . Holboni-€(nirt> Qray's-Inn 
Tower^ C. T. eaq. ...•«• ^PP^ Harley-street 



3 3 

25 O 
80 O 




O 



2 2 
1 b 



• • m-m 



•'• '• • 



• ^ •-• 



-• • • • 



• • • « 



• • •'• 



6 

ft s^ 

1^ 5 O 

2 O 

1 1 

5 O 



i> 



O 
O 
O 
O 



• • • 



2 O 
lO 10 
10 10 



i 



o 
o 

o 
o 
o 
o 








6 
4 



» • k « 
1 1 

• • * • 
1 >l 
1 1 

• • • • 



•% • • 

• 4 • • 

• • • « 
« • • • 

1 1 

1 •! 

-V • • • 

' ' • • • • 

• • • • 



O 
6 
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Towers^ Rev. James* ^ Andover, Hant^ 

Townsend, W. esq Fulham-house 

Townsend^ E. esq. per Uoare, Barnetts & Co. 

Trantj W. H. «sq Newmaii-street 

Trower> H. esq. . . Unstead.Wood^ Godahning 

Tuckets Mrs , 

Tuke, 3&inuely esq York 

Ditto, second doiiation. 

Turner, Sharon, esq Red Lion square 

Turner^ C. H. esq. per Hoare, Barnetts, & Co 



Villiprs, Right Hon. J. C. M.P> 

Venning, Miss Dartmouth, Devon 

Venning, Miss Maria ditto 



WaU, Charles Baring, esq. M.P 

Wells, John, esq. M.P 

Ditto, second donation 

Western, C. C. esq. M.P ^.-- 

Wilberforce, W. esq. M,P 

Ditto, second donatbn I 5 O 

Wilbraham, E. B. esq. MJP 10 10 



* » ^ » 



Donations. 
£, s. d, 
1 1 



Annual. 
£, s. d. 



1 1 

2 2 



O 
O 

o 



5 

5 O O 

2 2 

.• . • • 

10 10 o 

10 10 

• . • . 

• « • •• 



10 lO 

woo 

10 10 

10 
IQ 10 



5 



1 1 





• • • • 

1 1 





• a • • 
1 1 
. . • . 


Q 


2 2 





10 


6 


10 


6 



10 10 



Williams, W. esq. M. P 
Wilson, W. W. C. esq. M.P 

Wadce, John, esq Liskeardt. 10 

Wadkin, J. esq , Manchester 

Wainwright, R. esq. Lincoln*s-Inn 

Walker, T. esq Stockton, Durham 1 O 

Wallis, W. esq Bruce Grove, Tottenham 

Waljnesley, J. jun. esq Bath 

Wansey, John, esq. . . , Walthamstow 

Wansey, H. esq Warminster 

Wansey, J. esq. per Fry and Co 

WaithnKm, Robert, esq Fleet-street 

Warre, Thomas, esq... Stratford-place 

Watkinfi, Rev. J. H. 

Turnwheel-lane, Cannon-street 

Watkins, Thomas, esq Manchester 

Wells, Wm. esq Malton, Yorkshire 

West, S. esq BiUiter-square 

Westpq, W. esq Gracechurch-street 

Weyland, John, jun. esq. Sackville-st. Piccadilly 
WhaUey, W. W. esq. 

per John Ford, esq. Lancaster 
Wbatley, Mrs. Henrietta, 

Cirencester, Gloucester 
Whitmore, J. jun. esq, Fredericks-pL CHd Jewry 
Whitwell, Mrs. Eliz. . . , Manchester 



• •- • • 
> 10 

• » • • 
10 10 

1 

5 5 

• • • • 

2 2 

• • • • 

3 3 
5 5 
110 

• • • • 

• • • • 



• • • • 
110} 
lO 10 o 



• •-• • 



5 5 

• • • • 
» . • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

1 1 o 

• . • • 

110 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • . 

I 1 <f 

m m m • 

lie 

2 2 O 

■ • • • 
• ••• 

110 
1 1 o 
110 
1 1 o 

• • • • 
• • • • 

1 .1 o 



1. 1 o 
1 1 o 

2 a o' 1 1 o 
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Whit^ell^ Stedman, esq Birmingham 

Whitwell^ Isaac^ esq Kendal 

Whitjaoarshy W. esq. per Hoare^&nietts & Co. 

Wickens, William, esq. per. . , . ditto 

Wiggeas^ Timothy, esq ; Mancheister 

Wighara, Cuthbert, esq. Yarmouth 

Wilbraham, R. esq Portland-place 

Wilhraham^ Capt. R.N.. per .Goslings and Co. 
Wilkins, Henry, esq.. . Cirencester, Gloucester 

Wilkins, John, esq ditto 

Wilkins, S. esq Cirencester, Gloucester 

Wilkins, Mrs. Ann C ditto. .... 

Williams, J. esq 

WiUiams, L. esq Vimiera, Vauxhall 

Williams, James, esq Smithfield 

Wilson, John, esq. perHoare, Barnetts and Co. 
Wilson, Rev. Daniel, Chapel-st. Bedford-row 

Wilson, Rev. E Congleton 

Wilson, Joseph, esq Highbury-hill 

Wilson, Henry, esq ditto. . . 

Wilson, B. A. esq 

Wilson, Rev. W Wolsingham, Durham 

Wilson, C. esq Abbotts Hall 

Wilson, W.J. esq.. .perHoare, Barnetts & Co 

Wilson, John Broadley, esq Clapham 

Wilson, Isaac, esq. Kendal 

Wilson, Wm.esq ditto. . 

Wilson, Mrs. Susannah Manchester 

Wilshere, W. esq Hitchin, Hert^ 

Wiltshire, Jolm, esq. Bath 

Windsor, John, esq Manchester 

Wink worth, Mrs Norton-street 

Wollaston, Rev. Archdefux>n, 

per Messrs. Drummonds 

Wood, Mr. Geo Bath 

Woods, John, esq. Chelgrove near Chichester 

Woods, Edward, esq Chichester, Sussex 10 

Wright, Wm. C. esq Ratcliffe Cross 

Wright, J. Smith, esq Nottingham 

Ditto, second donation 

Ditto, third donation 

W.A.S 

W.R.R 

W. A. per A. O. E.. 

Wilkins, , esq. of Cirencester^ sundries by|13 

Wyndham, Edward, esq. 

Charlotte-street, BloomsburyilO 



Donatioiie. 



Annual. 



£. s. dX£, s. d, 

1 1 a 



3 O O 

10 10 o 

2 

.0 10 O 

10 10 



5 5 
10 



10 10 O 



110 

110 

110 

50 O O 



10 10 O 

• • * • 

10 O 

2 «2 O 

• • • • 

5 

10 O 



10 10 O 

10 10 

10 10 

2 

110 

10 

11 o 



10 



2 2 O 



• • . • 







o 
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• • • 
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• • • 
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1 


1. 
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1 


1 
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1 
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2 
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. . • 


/■ 


I 

• 


1 

• • * 


Q 


1 


• • • 

1 





1 


1 
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.. .. 



(T sea ] 



DoiMtSoMr. 

Jt, 9. d, 

YooDgj H. esq Uiiooln^s InnFiekkfl «... 

Young, — s^^eeq.WbMUbrd^perEsdaile&Co.ll O 
Terbiuy^ Mary, Mrs.. 4 CMieBoestcr^ Gloucester 1 1 

Zaehary, Dan. esq, . « GireDcesler, Gloucesler O 1^ 
Zflwood, Rtr. J. O.. .. <-. •• « Winchester 



Mr. Looseley, Harrow on the H91 



1 I 



ABnaaT. 
1 1 O' 



• • • • 



110^ 



, ( t I I I »l I I < I ■ > . 1 



FORM OF BEQUEST. 



€i 



t€ 



I give unto ** Thb Society for the TMpnorsMs:tfT 

OF PniSON-DiaCIPLINB, AND FOR THB RbFOBMA'- 
TJON OF JtrVBNILB OPFBITDERS,^' €StdbHshed in 

London, the Sum of Pounds Sterling : to he 

paid exclusively out of that part only of my Personal 
Estate tohich by law may he effectually given for the Benefit 

r 

of the said Society ; and for which Sum the Receipt of the 
Treasurer for the time being shall be a sufficient Discharge. 






"^ 5B 




^; ' • ' ; 



T. Bbnslbv, Crane Court, Fleet Slireet, London. 



t 



Lately Published, 

A S Eft MO N 

Preached m Bedford Chapel, Charlotte-street, Bloomsburf, 

POft THE BENEFIT OF 

THB SOCIETY FOB THE IMPROVEMENT OF PRISON DISGIPLINB» 
AND FOR THE REFORMATION OF JUVENILE OFFENDERS, 

On Sunday, May 25, 1823. 

By George Henry Law, d.d. e.r. & a.s. 

Lord Bishop of Chester. 



RULES FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF GAOLS, 

HOUSES OF CORRECTION and PENITENTIARIES, 

Founded or the Act of 4 €reo. 4. cap. 64, 

For consolidating and amending the Laws for the Regulation 

of Prisons; and on other Statutes relating thereto. 

With an APPENDIX. . 



A DESCRIPTION OF THE TREAD-MILL, 

WITH A 

; View of the Prisoners at Work upon it. 
At the house op CORRECTION at BRIXTON, SURREY j 

WITH PLATES OF THE MACHINERY; 

Also,^ a Plate and Description qf a New Instrument, 

By which the daSHy Amount of individual Labour may be determined 

by Inspection. 

Price Fimr Shillings, 






A DESCRIPTION OF THE TREAD-MILL, 
Translated' into French, with Plates of the Machinery. 



INQUIRIES 

RELATIVE TO PRISON DISCIPLINE, to assist in the Acquirement 
of Infornuition on the actual State of Prisons. Second Edition, 

AUo, THE SAME, TRANSLATED INTO FRl^lNCH AND SPANISH, Sfc. 



-T**- 



THE FORMEfi REPORTS 

OP THE 

SOCIETY 

FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF PRISON DISCIPLINE, &c. 

♦ 

Honlron : 

PBINTEO FOR LONGMAN, HURST, REES, ORME, & BROWN, PATBRNOBTBR- 

row; J. & a.arch, cornhill; butterworth &8on, FusET-rnuBer; 

AND i* HATCHARD AND SON, PICCADILLY. 
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f • 

1 . 
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